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CHAPTER L 

OMINOUS CHANGES. 

Chan^os caused by the death of Lord Raglan — Fresh appointments— 
Condition of the rival armies — False move on the part of the English— 
Tilt* attack on the MalakholT left to the French — Mistakes — Incapacity 
ol (Jencral .Simpson— l*reparationa for the assault— Omar Pasha’s pro- 
posal — The author at Therapia — Sick and wounded officers — The attack 
on the liedau criticised — Prospect of another winter in the trenches — 
Cholera — Recapitulation — Position of the contending forces. 

During Iho interval that elapsed between the lamented death 
of Lord Ra<;l}in,on the 28th June, and the middle of the month 
of Jul}', no very decided progress was made by the English in the 
j^iege approaches, and the Russians contented themselves with 
strenuous preparations to meet another assault. Rut as sickness 
diminished, and reinlbrecmcnls and fresh supplies of material were 
poured into the Crimea later in the month, the allies set to work 
with renewed energy, and not only gained ground before Sebastopol, 
but began to feel their way toAvards the lell of the enemy’s position 
on the Helbek. At the same time tliey extended their operations 
in the direction of Mangoup-Xale, and Kutchuk Sevren, first by 
way of reconnaissance, and finally by the establishment of standing 
camps of sufficient strength to defy a sudden attack by any force 
short of an army. In these operations the French performed most 
of the active work. Tliey were aided to some extent by the Sar- 
dinians encaiiipod at Koraara, and by the Turks, who completed the 
friendly investment of Balaklava from the Sardinian right to the 
dills over the sea near Cajic Aiya. * tJcneral Simpson, on wdiom 
the connnaiid of the English army devolved, was a veteran who 
had seen a y(‘ar’s service in the Peninsula in 1812-13, and in the 
campaign of 1815, and >vho thirty years afterwards held' the 
post of Quartermaster-General to Sir C. Napier, in his Indian 
war of 1815 ; and it was supposed, in spite of his own repre- 
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sentations to the contrary. thafB^as physically and mentally 
Able to take the command of an'iu-my which was rapidly assum- 
ing the form and functions of contingent in face ot the rein- 
forcements so lavishly given to our allies. Lord Itaglan had, 
at all events, by the dignity of his personal character, secured 
a position for the troops he commanded, to which they were 
not numerically entitled; buf no one can say by what sacri- 
fices that position was maintaint,.’ +ill the battle of Jnkerman 
forced us to abandon it. The time is not yet come for the dis- 
closure of all the truth, but it may even now be asked, how it was 
that on 6th February, 1855, we abandoned our ground opiiosite 
the JVfalakhoft* to the French, if we really knew it to bo tho 
key of the iius.sian position ? A change was indeed necessary, 
and it was evident tliat the English army was much too weak to 
occupy tho space from the Dockyard Creek ravine on the left, 
to the valley of the Tcliernaya on the riglit. J^ut wliy, instead 
of allowing the French (f use that word ‘‘allowing,’* inasmuch 
as wc are given to understand that Sir John Ihirg(> 3 'ne objected 
to the change,) why, instead of allowing the French to take from 
us the favourable ground on our right attack, did we not move to 
our right, and leave the French to occupy the spot held by our 
left, which we maintained to the end of the siege ? It seems hut 
natural that as we had defended the right of tho Allied Army at 
Jnkerman, with so much loss, and so much courage, wc should 
have continued to occupy a position wo had rendered glorious for 
ever. A cession of it to the French appears to be a tacit reproach 
to our plan of defence. 13y concenti*ating our left on our right 
attack, we could have readily carried on the siege works, and 
have preserved to ourselves the attack against the Malakholf, 
which was originally opened by us on the 17th October, 1854. 
It is said that the French objected to take Chapman’s attack, 
on tho plea that they could not servo our artillery. Kir John 
Jlurgoyne then ofiered that our artillery-men should be left 
to work the English gans; but the objection, if over it was 
made, was futile, inasmuch as at a subsequent period of the 
siege the French demanded and received the Joan of more 
than twenty-four 32-poun(ler8, which they used with great 
vigour at the final bombardment. The complijince ol’ Sir 
John Burgoyne on ^his point is the more to be wondered at, 
inasmuch as it was he who di.scovercd the great importance 
of tho position we so readily yielded, and it was he who an- 
nounced that the Malakhoff, of which he relinquished tho attack 
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to oar allies, was the veritable key of the whole of the defenees 
of Sebastopol. After the 18th J une, 1865, it became quite evi>- 
dent that our left attack was utterly useless for the purposes 
of an assault, and accordingly one would have thought that the 
whole energy of the chie& of the British army and of the 
Engineers, would be directed to push on our saps in the direc- 
tion of the only point of attack the British army had to deal 
with, but in effect the Bedan was not approached much more 
closely by our Engineers subsequently to the 18th than it had 
been previously, and most of our efforts were directed to the 
augmentation of the weight and vigour of our fire from bat- 
teries already established, or to the strengthening of the Quarries 
battery, which we took on 7th of June. In fact we seemed de- 
termined to take the place by tlie fire of Artillery alone, and yet 
when the time came wc combined with it an assault, which was of 
course an interference with, and an abandonment of that determi- 
nation. Although our officers had the Mamelon before their 
eyes, they overlooked the fact that the Bussians could screen a 
very large body of men inside their casemates and bomb- 
proofs, and that their garrison would sufier very little from our 
five so long as it failed to search out and destroy those retreats. 
"When the garrison of these casemates was warned, by the cessa- 
tion of our fire, of the coming assault, they swarmed out in masses 
more numeious than the assailants, who were besides broken, and 


nlinost breathless, owing to their run from the trenches, and re- 
pulsed them ere they reached the abattis. Whenever the Bus- 
sians felt our fire was overpowering them at any one particular 
point, they withdrew their guns behind the travoisc or parapet, 
and tnisted to the strength of their earthworks, so that it was 
difficult to say what was the excoct effect of our cannonade upon 
their guns. Thus, on the 18th June, our soldiers were raked 
with grape and canister, from points where we had ima- 
gined the guns were dismounted and silenced, and it was evi- 
dent that our artillery had not gained that mastery over tho 
enemies* pieces which was requisite to ensure success. We 
subsequently endeavoured to secure a better chance for our troops, 
at the next assault, by establishing batteries to crush the flanking 
fire of the angles of the Bedan, and of the curtains in the direction 
of the salient ; hut our tackles broke in raising the guns, and these 
batteries were never armed. The arrival of Sir Harry Jones to 
replace Sir John Burgoyne was regarded with hope, but no change 
in the plan of attack was originated by that officer, nor did the 
s 2 
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French engineers at any time appear to appreciate the importaneb 
of the ground between them and the Malakhoff, till the liussians 
significantly demonstrated the value of the Mamelon by seizing 
upon and fortifying it in the spring of the year. Sir Harry J ones, 
although younger than Sir John Hurgoyne, was not blest with 
the health of that veteran soldier, anJ for some time the works 
were carried on without the benefit of his personal supervision, 
although no one could doubt the ability and zoal of Colonel 
Gordon, E.E., of Colonel Chapman, It.E., and of Lieut. Cowell, 
A.1).C., or of the numerous staff of Engineer-officers engaged 
upon the works. If the gi*ound in front of our trenches and saps 
towards the Redan was difficult, that through which the French 
drove their approaches close to the Bastion dv, Mat, and notably 
to the Jiastioii Centrale, was literally a mass of oolite and hard 
rock, and our engineers will yet have to explain in the “ aide 
inemoiro’* what were the causes which stayed the advance of 
our saps, and prevented their establishing a Place d’Arines 
for our assaulting columns. The death of Lord Raglan, which 
produced in the army a sentiment of profound regret, and 
which gave to the nation at home a sensible shock, depfived the 
British army of a loader whose personal character and dignity of 
manner exercised considerable influence on the councils of the 
allied generals, however he might have failed to maintain the 
proper position of that army alter the 5 th November; but General 
Simpson, wffio was appointed to succeed him, although it had been 
understood when he came out as Chief of the Stall' that he would 
nolbccomeCommandcr-in-Chief in case of a vacancy, was certainly 
not suited to resist any pressure which our allies might think fit to 
ai)ply ; and he was destitute of those acquirements and personal 
chai'actcri sties which in Lord Raglan compensated for a certain 
apathy and marble calmness which admirers extolled as virtues. 
It was believed at the time, and it is now almost notorious, that 
General Simpson opposed his own appointment, and bore 
testimony to his own incapacity, but the Government, or Lord 
Hardinge and Lord Panmure insisted; and General Simpson 
became Commander-in-Chief of the British Army. He was suc- 
ceeded in his post as Ch^ef of the Staff by an intelligent olIie(*r, 
Major-General Barnard ; who displayed great personal activity in 
his execution of its duties. The vacancy created in the Adjutant- 
General’s Department by the lamented death of j\lajor-General 
Estcourt was tilled by Colonel Pakenhain, who had been his .second 
in command, and who was a good man of business, however defi- 
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cicnt in that personal courtesy and politeness which distinguish 
the ofHccrs of the corresponding department of the French Army« 
The changes created by death or wounds on the 18th having 
thus been satisfactorily effected, the army resumed its usual 
attitude of laborious watchfulness in the trenches and of expecta- 
tion in the camp ; and for many long weeks we were amused 
by confident announcements that our batteries would open in 
“ n days, n being a very small number batteries were con- 
structed by the English and the French on the commanding 
points in their possession to drive away the llussian shipping 
which covered the front of our trenches with a deadly fire on 
the occasion of an assault, and which were handled with skill 
and a great deal of boldness throughout the siege. All these 
batteries failed in their object. The ships up to the last con- 
tinued to render able and energetic co-operation to the besieged* 
On the I7th June, our armament consisted of thirty 13-inch 
mortars, seventeen 10-inch mortars, and eight 8-inch mortars ; 
of forty-nine 32-pounders, of forty-six 8-inch guns, of eight 
10-inch, and eight 68-pounder guns — an increase of thirty guns 
and mortars on the armament with which we oi)encd fire on the 
7th June; and 2286 13-inch bombs, 884 10-inch bombs, 
9746 32-lb. shot, 6712 8-inch shot, 1706 10-inch shot, 1350 
68 'pounder shot, were fired into the town, in the bombardment, 
previous to the assault. Still, this weight of metal, although 
it caused an enormous loss, did not crush the fire of the place, 
and the enemy were enabled to continue to reply, and to 
mount fresh guns, owing to the constant command of men 
from the armies outside the town. The capture of Kertch and 
Yenikale, the command of the Sea of Azov, the partial pos- 
session of the Spit of Arabat, had not produced the results we 
expected on the resources of the garrison; and it was evi- 
dent that they received supjdies of men and food by Pcivkop 
and Tcliongar — no matter by what exertions, or at what sacri- 
fices the communications might be effected. The Allies were 
unable in any way to intercept the supplies. They had ad- 
vanced from Eupatoria towaixls Simpheropol on various occa- 
sions, but had invariably found the* enemy in superior force, in 
strong positions, except on the single occasion of General 
d’Allonville’s brilliant affair with the Kussian cavalry, under 
General l^orte, near Sak, which ended in the utter rout of the 
latter, and the loss of a battery of field artillery. Tho 
nature of the country, the difficulty of transport, and the* 
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distance of the base of operations, have all been pleaded as 
reasons for the failure of the attempts to advance from £upa- 
toria; but it seems rather strange that no effort was made 
to march, by either the Duljanak or the Alma, to the capital of the 
Crimea ; and the troops of Omar Pasha, instead of being kept 
idle at Komara or Eupatoria, could have been employed with 
the French and English in making a serious diversion, which 
would have paralysed the energies of the enemy, and which 
might have led to the fall of Sebastopol, north and south, and 
the surrender or total flight of all the Bussian army. It was 
not till the 11th July that Omar Pasha, dispirited at the 
inactivity to which he and his army were doomed, proposed to 
General Simpson to embark tho Turks from the Crimea, and to 
land near Kutais, in order to relieve Kars by a menacing 
march upon Tiflis. On tho 15th of July, there ivas a confer- 
ence of the allied generals at General Pelissier*s, to consider the 
position of the Turks in Asia Minor, and the proposition of 
the Turkish Generalissimo; and it was with much difficulty 
that he succeeded in persuading them that 25,000 Turks 
operating in Asia were much better employed than if they 
were doing nothing at Komara. However, it was long 
ere ho could obtain the means of carrying out his plans; 
and there is no doubt but that his assistance in operating from 
Eupatoria would have been of the utmost importance during 
the time he was compelled to maintain an attitude of hope- 
less inactivity. At this period of the siege I was relieved 
for a short time by a colleague, and I proceeded to enjoy 
my holidays at Therapia in the society of my wife, but I was 
attacked by Crimean fever soon after my arrival, and was not 
able to return to the camp till tho beginning of August. 
During the time I was- at Therapia, the Hotel d’Angleterre 
presented a melancholy aspect from the number of sick and 
wounded officers at the table-d'hote. Colonel Gordon, of the 
Engineers, was there on his way home, after a long and anxious 
•charge in the Crimea — Prince Edward of Saxe Weimar and 
Lord George Paget were also there; Major Browne of tho 
Boyal Engineers, wounded on the 18th Juno; Captain Browne, 
88th, wbo lost his arm on the same occasion, and many others, 
some of whom have since fallen or have been badly wounded. 
The Turkish Contingent, encamped at Buyukdereh, under 
General Vivian, was in the course of being organized, but 
the efforts of its Commander and of General Cmiynghame to 
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get it into shape, were for some time frustrated by the out- 
break of an epidemio among the troops. Meantime, we heard 
of the advance of the Bussians in Asia Minor, and of our own 
inactivity, and I am bound to say, that the feeling among the 
English residents at Therapia was one of despondency for some 
time after the defeat on the 18 th June — old officers shook their 
heads, and there was a great desire among young and old to get 
away from the Crimea on any pretence, in order to escape for a 
time from the sanguinary monotony of trench duties, the ha- 
rassing sounds of cannon and rifle, which beat on the ear day and 
night, and the contagious influence of gloomy thoughts. Major- 
General Daeves came down about this time from the Crimea, 
to see his wife, and his presence was a sure proof that the 
artillery were not likely to be called upon for some time to 
eomo, inasmuch as ho was not the kind of man who would wil- 
lingly run the chance of losing any official mention tending 
to his promotion. The attack on the Bedan was the one 
subject of conversation — the arrival of news from the Crimea, 
the one great event to be looked forward to daily. No one at 
that time appeared to think that we ought not to have attacked 
the Bedan — that isadoctrine which was propounded much later,— 
but it seemed to be imagined that even if we took it, the French 
would not be able to maintain themselves inside any other part 
of the enemy's lines, and that we should consequently be 
exposed to the whole brunt of their concentrated attacks in a 
very difficult position. The first great phase in the siege had 
been passed — we found that the Bussians could resist the allied 
forces with vigour, and that they were capable of acting on the 
defensive with greater energy than we gave them credit for, 
from their conduct at the Alma. The constant passage up the 
Bosphorus of vessels with troops on board from France, and 
artillery and material from England, evinced the preparations 
made by the Allies for the renewal of the struggle ; but there 
were many who thought that the siege would not be over till 
the following 3’'enr, and that the Allies would have to undergo 
the miseries of another winter in the open trenches. Sir 
George Brown, who had ever entertained a most gloomy view 
of our position, the falseness and danger of which, in a military 
sense, he rather exaggerated than undervalue^, left the army on 
sick certificate two days after Lord Baglan's death, and the 
generals in command were new and untried men, in comparison 
with those who first led our army to the Crimean campaign. 
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. On the 30th June, Major-General Codrington was appointed' 
to the command of the Light Division ; and at the same date, 
Major-General Barnard was nominated to the Second Division, 
By these changes and promotions. Colonel Van Straubenzee, of 
the 3rd Buffs, became Brigadier of the Ist Brigade, Light 
Division; Colonel Spencer, of the 44th Eegimcnt, becam® 
Brigadier of the 1st Brigade, 4th Division ; and Colonel Barlow, 
of the 14th, assumed the command of the 1st Brigade of the- 
3rd Division. We received about this time the 3rd, 13th, 31str 
and 72nd Eegiments, which were attached to the 2nd, 4th, and 
1st Divisions. But as reinforcements slowly poured in, a great 
drain on the strength of the army was steadily increasing in tho 
trenches— our losses began to reach 300 men hors de combat 
in every week. 

The cholera also was diminishing the numbers of the daily 
talcs of effective men, and there was reason to believe that the 
Russians were receiving large reinforcements just at the time* 
that our strength was failing. The losses of tho enemy were, 
indeed, enormous; but so was the army which supplied the 
garrison, and held tho positions outside the city. General 
Simpson, under such circumstances, had £t most difficult duty 
to fulfil. Constant demands were made upon us by the French 
general to take such and such rifle pits, which annoyed them, 
or to construct batteries and pai’allels for the purpose of re- 
lieving their siege works ; and although it is quite true that 
they aided us materially on several points, by diverting and 
checking the enemy’s fire upon’ us, it will be found, I think, 
that wc rendered them a greater amount of assistance than we 
received. The principal events of the siege, and tlic military 
movements of the army, will be found detailed in the following 
abstract, which will, I fear, prove dry and uninteresting to any 
hut militai-y people, and lovt.s of dates and facts From the 
attack of the 18th June to 10th July, tho enemy wore em- 
ployed in strengthening their works; and they made such 
progress at the Redan, that it was judged expedient to open a 
heavy fire upon them from the allied batteries. This com* 
menced at five o'clock on the morning of the 10th, and lasted 
for four hours; two embrasures were destroyed, and the^ 
enemy’s reply was feeble,— hut they did not ceaso from their 
labours, and we were obliged to reserve our ammunition for a 
more general bombardment. An alteration was made in the 
trench service at the same time, and it was ordered that tho' 
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generals of the day should not be named in General Orders, hut 
that the duties in each attack should bo done by divisions alter- 
nately. Thus, for example, the First Division took the left, 
and the Second Division took the right attack, on one day; 
the Third Division took the left, and the Fourth Division took 
the right attack next day, and so on in rotation; but tho 
arrangements were left to the Generals of Division as much as 
possible. The English cavalr 3 % long inactive, began to look 
forward to service in the field, as hopes were held out 
that a strong movement would be made against the Kussian 
corps on the Upper Belbek; and Colonel Shewell, who conv 
manded the Light Cavalry Brigade, in Lord George Paget's 
absence, was an officer who showed, on the 25th of October, 
that he only needed an opportunity to handle cavalry with 
intelligence and effect. On the 12th July, General lharnard' 
was appointed Chief of tho Staff, and on tho 15th Colonel 
Warren assumed the command of tho First Brigade and' 
Colonel Trollope was named Brigadier of the Second Brigade of 
the Second Division. General Simpson had, unfortunately, on 
several occasions, the opportunity of proving that he was disposed’ 
to punish, with great severity, the crime of drunkenness on tho 
part of officers ; and no less than three gentlemen were cashiered, . 
by court-martial, for that offence, in a few days, one after tho 
other. Major-General Markham arrived on the 19th July, 
and assumed the command of tho Second Division : but he had 
materially injured his health by the exertions he made in tra- 
velling through India to get to the Crimea, and on no subse- 
quent occasion did he add to the high reputation he had gained 
in the East. The po'sition of the contending parties at this 
period was as follows The enemy held Sebastopol from tho 
sea north of Quarantine Bay to Careening Creek, their communi- 
cation Avith tho north side being kept up solely by boats and 
rafts. They w’ero overlapped by tho French, who were in pos- 
session of the works at Mount Saporine, and who held trenches 
and works on the south-western side of Quarantine Bay ; but tho 
Saporine works were much exposed to a cross fire from tho 
lluBsian works across the Tchernaya, at Inkermann, from tho ' 
north side, from tho Little Bedan, and from tho shipping. On 
the rear of our position tho Turks held the south -eastern 
defences of Balaklava, from the sea to Xamara, where they lay ■ 
with their left on the Highland Division. The Highlanders ’ 
had tho Sardinians on their left again, iacing towards tho * 



10 


OMINOUS CHANGES. 


Tchernaya ; and the French army of observation was encamped 
on the left of the Sardinians, along the Fedioukine heights, on 
the plain of Balaklava, extending along the Woronzow road till 
they communicated with the French army on our right flank at 
Inkerman, and on the verge of the plateau iiL our rear. The 
Bussians held the northern side of the Tchernaya, the Mac- 
kenzie ridge, the mountainous country from Mangoup-Xale 
towards Ozembash, the position at Aitodor, and the mountain 
ridges overlooking Ourkusta Chutiou and other Tartar villages. 
Here they .were watching the French corps, which had been 
pushed beyond our lines into the valley of Baidar. The high 
mountains between the enemy and the sea are not suitable for 
the passage of artillery, which could only be brought against us 
from the coast by way of the Phoros pass. This pass was oc- 
cupied by the French, and the road was deeply scarped; but 
it was nevertheless necessary to keep a constant watch on the 
enemy in this direction, as he was known to have a force of in- 
fantry and artillery at Alupka. 

On the 21st July, General* Simpson published the following 
order 

“ General Simpson announces to the army that he has had 
the honour to receive from Her Majesty the Queen the appoint- 
ment of Coinmander-in-Chief of the Army in the Crimea. 

** The Lieutenant-General, though deeply impressed with the 
responsibility of the position in which he is placed, is most 
proud of the liigh and distinguished honour, and of the confl- 
dence thus reposed in him by his Sovereign. 

“ Tt will bo the Lieutenant-Geiierars^duty to endeavour to 
follow in the steps of his great predecessor, and he feels confi- 
dent of the support of the generals, and of the officers and 
soldiers, in maintaining nni: paired the honour and discipline of 
this noble army. 

(Signed) James Simpson, 

" Lieutenant-General Commanding.” 

The personal Staff of Hie Excellency consisted of Captain 
Colville, Bifle Brigade ; Captain Lindsay, Scots Fusileer Guards ; 
Major Dowbiggen, 4th Foot (appointed by electric telegraph). 
Lieut.-Colonel Stephenson was appointed Military Secretary, 
although Colonel Steele still remained at head-quarters; and 
Colonel Fakenham was confirmed as Adjutant-General, at the 
request of Lord Baglan, in the last dispatch he ever penned. 
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On the 21st, Captain Lushington, who was promoted to the 
rank of Admiral, was relieved in the command of the Naval 
Brigade by Captain the Hon. H. Keppel, a most zealous, cool, 
and energetic officer. Commissary-General Filder, at the same 
date, returned home to England, on tlie recommendation of a 
Medical Board. Frigid in manner, unsympathetic and chilling 
with his officers, Mr. Filder possessed very great administrative 
talents — a thorough knowledge of his duties and business- 
unwearying assiduity, and immense personal activity. If he 
failed^ it was ffiom want of co-operation on the part of others, 
and from the pressure of circumstances too great to be borne. 
His successor, Sir George Maclean, a careful and prudent man, 
reaped the fruits of Mr. Filder's labours for many a day after- 
wards. 

Gn the night of the 22nd, the Russians, who were either 
under the impression that the Allies were about to make an 
assault in the dark, or wished to stop our working parties, 
opened a heavy fire of musketry along their line, but it inflicted 
no loss upon us ; and after a great expenditure of ammunition, 
they retired from the parapets. From the middle to the end 
of July, the casualties in our army became so heavy, that the 
Commander-in-Chief, in several dispatches, was obliged to ex- 
press his regret at the loss, which he attributed to the proxi- 
mity of the works, the lightness of the nights, and the rocky 
nature of the ground. On two nights from the 27th to the 
29th, thirteen men were killed, and five officers, and 108 men 
were wounded, in addition to which, there were some casualties 
in the Naval Brigade. However, some little progress was 
made; our advanced parallels were strengthened, and our 
unlucky fifth parallel was advanced and deepened. The French 
engineers were pressing on with indefatigable energy on the 
right and left of our position, and were close to the Malakhoff on 
the right, and the Central and Flag-staff Bastion on the left ; 
and it >vas evident that, at the next bombardment, it would 
scarcely be possible to preserve the town from destruction. The 
only hope left to the Russians was, to attack our rear, and 
threaten Balaklava and Inkerman, and they prepared \o strike 
a blow, the influence of which would be felt in the councils of 
Vienna, and in the cabinets of every state in Europe. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

TnE CONTEST ON THE LINE OF THE TCHEBNAYA. 

Tlie Kussian ships in the harlwur of Sebastopol a source of continual 
annoyance to tlic Allies — Preparations on both sides for a stru";?lc — 
The ^lalakhoff the key of Sebastopol — Scarcity of fodder in the Tti^sian 
camp — Healthy state of the English troops — Deaths of Colonel Vico and 
Hfr. C'alvert — The plafnie of tlics^ — Various stratagems to evade their 
attacks — Strength of the enemy’s position — Probable abandonment by 
the Kussiaiis of the southern side of Sebastopol in case tlicir retreat 
should be endangered — Uuinours respecting the new commander of the 
English army — Arrangements of the commissariat for the coming 
winter — Destruction of the battery erected by the French between the 
lllamclon and the Malakhofl* — Perseverance of the Russians. 

Camp befoue Scoastopol, July 10, 1S53. 
T/tis morning we were roused by a pretty heavy firing from our 
batteries and from the Redan, which, commencing at daybreak, 
lasted for nearly four hours, during which it was directed on the 
advanced works. About eight o'cbek this cannonade gi’aduall^* 
died away, and for the remainder of the day the occasional booming 
of the guns was heard, as it has been for many months. The cause 
of this morning’s activity in the Redan was an attempt on the 
part of the Russians to impede the construction of the heavy 
battery by which the British hope to reach the shipping, and to bo 
able either to destroy it or force the vessels to leave the position 
which has been held with such obstinacy, and which wfis used with 
such cfiect on the 18 th of June. It will be remembered, that 
on that day the Russian shins moored in two lines across the 
harbour, fired broadsides on the allies as they were advancing, 
and mowed them down with more fatal effect than even the 
works of the MalakhofF and Redan. The French suffered 

dreadfully from this terrible fire, which . was sustained during 
the whole action, and General Pclissier, though by no means 
a cautious commander, n. understood to shrink from sending 
his troops to be a second time exposed to such a reception. 
The fire on our side was intended to check the Russiajus in 
their works on the Redan. The general opinion is, that 
no new attack on the Malakholf ought to he hazarded 
until the fleet has been dislodged from its position, and 
driven into a part of the harbour where it cannot be 
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' emplo^’ed against the allies. Of course I say nothing of 
tlic means by which this is to be effected. At present 
everything betokens on both sides the busy preparation for a 
determined attack and an equally stem defence. On our part 
it is only the repetition of what has often been described, the 
landing of shot and shell on the encumbered wharfs of Bala- 
khiva, and the passage of wagons and of strings of mules 
. along the parched and thirsty road. The wind raises clouds 
of dust in which whole convoys are enveloped, and rendered 
' invisible for minutes together, or sweeps along in eddies, with 
a spinning pillar of dust like a water-spout. The monotony 
of tiie trenches is relieved by the conviction, that in a few days 
the efforts which were unsuccessful three weeks ago will he 
renewed. The Trench are making visible progress in their sap 
towards the Malakhoff. Half way between this stronghold and 
the iMamelon, in which our allies arc firmly established, a long 
trench is visible, showing how far they have advanced since the 
last attack. The Kussiaiis have made no serious attempt to 
retake this latter position, although the night before last there 
was a sortie, on a small scale, in which some sharp fighting 
took place, tho end of it being, that the Kussians retired, 
after having caused some trilling interruption to the French 
works. Hut the enemy is, no doubt, much more actively 
employed in stvcngtlicning the IVIalakliolf itself, which ho 
.inusi feel to be the key of Sebastopol. Should this now 
coiebrated hillock fall into the hands of the allies, no ingenuity 
or obstinacy of defence can delay tho capture of the southern 
side beyond a ftw weeks. There is every reason to believe that 
the Kussians are day and night at work deepening the ditch 
ami constructing abattis. A very large body of troops is con- 
stantly under arms, and every means ai’e used to avoid a surprise 
like that by which the French obtained such easy possession of 
the IMamelon. Hut it seems to be not alone tlie Malakholf and 
Kctbin which tho enemy is strengthening. The lliissian en- 
gineers are evidently constructing works on a very large scale 
behind tho fortifications with which we have been brought in 
contact. The harbour swarms with boats. Craft of all shapes 
and sizes are continujilly crossing and rc-crossing, carrying 
gabions, fascines, and trunks of trees for tho construction of 
abattis, as well as provisions and ammunition. They discharge 
their cargoes, and immediately return for fresh ones, each 
boat probably making some twelve or fourteen trips a-day. 
The ships* boats seem all to be employed at this work, whi^ 
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is no doubt performed by the sailors. The large supply of wood 
yielded by the forests of the Crimea has been one of the chief 
aids to the defence of Sebastopol. Fuel for the steamers and 
for cookery has been obtained in abundance, and the want of 
coal has probably been little felt. Trees felled, and brought a 
distance of many miles, form the strong abattis, six feet high, 
which is one of the chief defences of the Redan. Fascines for 
the works hare been obtained from Nikolaer and Kherson, 
and are brought in vast quantities. 

The great number of arabas captured by the French in their 
expedition across the Tchemaya would seem to indicate that 
ample means of transport exist in the peninsula ; but the forage 
for the beasts which draw the Russian carts, and the herds of 
cattle with which the garrison is supplied with meat, must now 
begin to fail. In the spring and early summer the country is 
covered with a long rich grass, which affords sufficient fodder 
for all the animals required for the purposes of a most extensive 
transport service and commissariat. As June draws to a close 
this begins to wither, and although the present summer has been 
more than usually cool, and the north winds have kept the 
atmosphere moister than is generally the case, yet, in the vicinity 
of our camp, such a thing as a green blade of grass is hardl3' to 
be found, except in the vicinity of the Tchemay^a. The other 
streams of which the Russians have possession arc of much 
smaller volume than this river, and ^he steppe to the north is, 
without doubt, entirely dried up. Hence will arise difficulties 
in the means of sustaining their army, which will put the skill 
and energy of our enemies to the test. 

The camp is healthy enough, and it is probable that the 
summer will pass away without any of that sickness to wliich 
the nation has looked forward with such forebodings. The 
heat is by no means equal to the general temperature of tho 
country in former years ; in fact, both here and in Turkey tho 
summer has been cool, and fever and diarrhoea have not been 
so prevalent as they were last year. Balaklava has been, it is 
true, much afflicted with cholera, but the scene of its greatest 
ravages was the top of the harbour, where many thousand 
Turks lie with only a few inches of light mould between them 
and the air, and where the bodies are often laid bare in all their 
hideous ghastliness by one oi the thunder showers of the Crimea. 
The vessels outside the harbour were tolerably free from the 
disease, and since the transports which were crowded one upon 
the other in the narrow and land-locked port have been some- 
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what thinned, the place has become tolerably healthy. If a low 
and sultry village like Balaklava be free irom disease in the 
middle of July, there is little cause for melancholy forebodings 
as to the health of troops encamped on a lofty .plateau, exposed to 
every breeze that blows, and far removed from a too prolific 
vegetation. Last year the seeds of cholera and fever were 
fostered by encamping in wooded Bulgarian valleys, in the 
vicinity of fetid morasses, or within the limits of a crowded and 
filthy seaport. The disease thus engendered was brought by the 
two armies to the Crimea, where privations and fatigue ex- 
tended its ravages, and caused them to continue far beyond the 
season at which they generally cease. Before Sebastopol the 
allies arc encamped on a spot where no deleterious emanations can 
reach them, except those engendered by the necessary impurities 
of a camp, and these, through the care taken in buiming or 
burying all offensive matter, have as yet had little effect on the 
health of the troops. As to fever, the usual season for it is 
June, and this month has now past without causing any un- 
usual sickness in the camp. It is therefore to be hoped that the 
autumn will not be marked by any serious calamity. As to the 
dangers to be dreaded from winter, they may be averted by 
proper care and forethought. 

July 11. 

To-day there has been heavy shelling from the Eedan, 
against our advanced works. Lieutenant Monsell, 3Uth 
Kcgiment, was killed in the trenches. The French are fast 
completing their battery at the Ouvrages Blanvs, 1 have 
to relate the melancholy deaths of two gentlemen connected 
with the stall’ of our aimy. One is Colonel Vico, Frencli 
Commissioner at the head -quarters of the British army, and 
lioldiiig the same situation here that General Hose ^Is on 
the staff of General Pelissier. Colonel Vico died of cholera, 
which disease has struck down so many of the 'notables of 
the camp within the last few weeks, and his death is greatly 
regretted by the staif-officers, with whom he was a great 
favourite. Mr. Calvert, a gentleman well acquainted with the 
Bussian language, and employed as interpreter and confidential 
agent to the Commander-in-Chief, is the other victim.* People 
arc beginning to fear that the pretty little fai'inhouse whero 
Lord Kaglan established himself on his arrival before Sebas- 
topol, is situate in a spot more than usually subject to malifio 
influences. Certainly, fatal cases of Asease have followed one 
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another with a rapidity unknown in other parts of the camp, 
and the impression wliich might be made on the minds of 
people at home by the deaths of several distinguished olHcers 
in succession, would convey too unfavourable an idea of tho 
state of the army in general. 

Though delivered by tho progress of ^he siege from Russian 
sorties, we are exposed to the attacks of other enemies, quite as 
troublesome, if not dangerous. Every nook and cranny is in- 
fested with millions of dies, which give one no rest by day, and 
little by night. Within the last week the evil has almost 
become a plague. Situated as I am in the delightful vicinity 
of several hundred commissariat mules, and a varied assortment 
of empty sugar barrels and receptacles for beef and pork, it is 
possible I may have more than my share of the attentions oftheso 
pertinacious insects, which hover on every side in (doiids, and settle 
on thb^‘most irritable parts of the face without giving a moment’s 
relaxation. Like the Harpies, they literally “ dispute the viands,’* 
such as they are, on which we regale ourselves, a morsel iu its 
passage to the mouth being generally settled upon by two or 
more of the insects, wliich require a vigorous shaking before 
they will let go their hold. To remove them from a glass of 
any liquid before tasting it, it is necessary to introdinie three 
fingers, and draw them from the vessel on tho principle of 
** dragging,” as practised by the Humane Society. Tho only 
way to be at rest is to sit in a thorough draught, whieli, when 
surrounded by papers, is a somewhat troublesome position. As 
you enter your hut after a few moments’ absence they rise in 
dense clouds with deafening buzz from every object. Irritable 
siiilerers pursue them desperately with towels, laying about 
on every side : others tiy to carry on a more scientific warfare, 
by burning old newspapers after closing every aperture ; but it 
is useless — in five minutes the place is full with a fresh and 
more hungry swarm. Tho only respite is at night, when tho 
invaders retire to rest on the ceiling in enormous black patches ; 
but even then the introduction of a candle rouses them to all 
tho playfulness of noon. Seriously they are an unexpected and 
most troublesome visitation, especially irritating to the poor sick 
fellows in the hospital marquees, whom they prevent from 
getting any repose tho live-long day, and keep in a constant 
state of nervous restlessness. For the next three months wo 
must be content to suifej^ all they can inflict, unless the rains of 
September should prove fatal to them. 
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July 12. 

Nothing new to-day. The French and Turks have finally 
returned from their reconnaissance, and the country about Baidar 
is again in the hands of tlie Cossacks. The quantity of cattle 
driven in by them is very great. The beasts, though not of the 
largo size avg are accustomed to in England, are finer and better 
fed than those obtained in Asia Minor ; at least as they reach us 
after a voyage across the Black Sea. According to the observa- 
tions of tho scLCiitific ofiicors who accompanied this reconnaissance, 
th(‘rt* is no w(‘ak point tOAvards the Belbek, and noAV an attack 
on tlu; liiissian position, from Inkermann to Simphcro 2 )ol, is 
considered all but hopeless. Nature seems as if she had 
conslrueted tlie plateau they occupy as a vast defensible 
l^osition, Avliiefi oO,(HK) men may hold against four times their 
niiinhcr. (If the reduction of Sebastopol Proper before tho 
Avinter I have no kind of doubt. That the Russians Avill hold 
out witli their accustomed obstinacy, even after tho destruction 
of their ships and the capture of the Malakhoff, is more than 
])roh:d)le ; hut the possession of a ncAV position, oommanding tho 
liarhour and tlie bridge of boats Avhich crosses it, must eventually 
eoinpel the cnoniy to retreat. The Russian generals, though 
brave and detennined on an obstinate defence, deserve credit for 
the pv)ssessing of prudence and Jbrethought. A,s long as a place 
can be held with a eliancc of success, or even of damaging the 
enemy, they Avill hold it; but all their proceedings induce the 
belief that they Avill not allow their troops to be cut to pieces 
merely for the credit of having made a desperate resistance, and 
of having maintained, Avithout advantage, for a short time 
longer, a position Avliich, in a military sense, is untcnjible. ' 
"When ilii*y perceive that their retreat is seriously en- 
dangered, it is not improbable that they will altogether 
abandon the southern side, which they can hardly hope to hold 
should the allies bo able to command the harbour. They, no 
dou1>t, count at least on being able to prolong their resistance 
until tlie winter sets in; if that be iui]X)ssiblc, they will most 
likely Avi Midraw to the noi-thern side, to which it maybe imprac- 
ticable to lay siege before the spring of 1856. What may be 
done during the interval by the Russians to strengthen the 
works, we may judge from the industry and skill with which 
they have laboured in the defence of Sebastopol Proper. 

To-day, Major-General Barnard Avas appointed Chief of 
the Stall', in tiie phicu of General Simpson, who is our acting 

VOL. II. c 
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General-in-Cliief. Bumours preirail that a new Cominander- 
in-Chicf is to come out from England. Whether this ho 
true I have not yet learnt, hut it is to he hoped that 
the Peninsula and Waterloo, at twenty -three or twenty -lour 
years of age, will not ho the only qualification. It seems to all 
here that the best school for Sebastopol is Sebastopol itself, and 
that a man who has been six months in the Crimea is more 
likely to be an efficient general than any one who may be sent 
out in reliance upon vague reminiscences of campaigns in the 
field forty years ago. It takes some little time to gain an 
acquaintance even with the ground, and as autumn is drawing 
on there is no need for delay. The only reason that can be 
conceived for sending out a general from England is that some 
man of European reputation may he appointed, wlio maj'' give a 
status to the British army beyond what its present numbers are 
calculated to obtain for it in the eyes of the world. There is 
no doubt that I^ord Baglan did this. His rank, his high cha- 
racter, his manners, his superiority to petty jealousies, and his 
abstinence from* petty intrigues, commanded the respect of even 
those who were disposed to question his capacity and energy. 
If this war bo prosecuted for any length of time, and England 
be not prepared to embark more fully in the struggle with men 
as well as money, there is some danger that the British army 
will be looked upon as a mere contingent. A general of esta- 
blished reputation may add a lustre to the British name, but, 
after all, the best reliance is upon skill and energy, imd there arc 
many men at present before Sebastopol on whom the command 
might devolve with satisfaction to the anny,and with the reason- 
able hope of a creditable performance of the duties of the post. 

The Commissariat, both in the Crimea and at Constantinople, 
is making laudable preparations to keei> up a regular supply of 
provisions during tlie coming winter. Depots are to be esta- 
blished at Ismid and Sinope and a regular transport service will 
be organized between various -places on the coast and the port of 
Balaklava. Sheds for 4000 cattle will be constructed near the 
camp.^ The chief difficulty is in the land transport, which will 
reqttite all the care of the authorities to render it complete when 
the season of mud and snow again recurs. The railway is nob 
^0 firmly laid down as could he wished. The latp storm washed 
away several portions of it, the sleepei's being merely placed on 
the soft yielding soil, and this after the heavy rains of November, , 
becomes a mass in which horses’ hoofs sink to the depth of eight 
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or ten inches. A Commissariat should have a special transport 
service at its own command ; hut under the actual system requi- 
sitions must be made on the Land Transport Corps. Even in 
the present summer weather this branch often cannot supply 
mules, other requisitions having been made on them for carrying 
up ammunition. Some persons go so far as to prophesy for tlie 
army an irregularity in the provisioning, similar to that which 
caused so much suilering in the past calamitous winter ; but the 
very fact that such dangers arc foreseen and discussed, affords tlie 
surest ground of confidence that proper measures will be adopted 
for their prevention. At any rate, our men will not be over- 
worked, for we have the French on all sides of us to take their 
share of the labour of the trenches. A singular fact elicited by 
JSir J. McNeil, but known to all acquainted with the army, is, 
that during the winter every man cooked his own food. The 
cold and weary soldier, creeping back from the trenches, found 
his piece of salt meat. In order to cook this, it was necessary 
to light a fire, often with wet wood, and this was probably tho 
work of more than an hour. The consequence was, that tho 
food was often devoured in its raw state, or the tired soldier con- 
tented himself merely with rum and biscuit. A better system 
has begun to prevail with regard to cooking, which, it is to be 
hoped, will be developed and perfected before the return of 
inclement weather. 

July 13. 

La.st night tho Bussians kept up a tremendous fire all along 
their line. It has been blowing a gale for the last twenty-four 
hours, and the wind bore the sound of the heavy guns towards us. 
The very ground shook. I am sorry to say that the battery which 
theFrciichhadconatructedbetween theMamelon and tlieMalakholT 
has been knocked to pieces by the powerful hre of the latter fort. 
A colonel and about thirty officers and men were put hors dc 
combat, and the siege works have received a decided checlc. In 
fact, as the Allies advance towards the actual defences of tho 
place, they must expect to meet with more elaborate works, and 
obstacles heaped on one another with all the care which nine 
months of preparation admit. Even now the enemy are con- 
tinually occupied in strengthening the MalakhoiT. It is not 
what it was on the 18th of June, and’ a fortnight hence it will 
not be what it is now. Tho French battery at the White Works, 
however, still goes on, and its eifect will be proved in a few 
days. 

c 2 
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CHAPTER m. 

The Feast of St. Swithin — Bain, wind and mud — Formidable works in and 
about the Malakhoir>-Are there foundries and powder-niills in Sebus- 
topol? — Preparations for the war by the late Czar — New battery in 
course of erection by the French — Amusinti letter from a Russian lady 
to her sister — Omar Pasha’s head-quarters— The Turks do nut assist in 
the siege-operations — Runiours of an c}rpedition to relieve Kars — (Jii- 
fair treatment of the Naval Brigade in the matter of promotion — 
Satisfactory progress of the works — Stratagem by which the Russians 
succeeded in establishing rifle-pits in front of the French sap — The 
French construct a new battery — Idlers upon Cathcart’s Hill — Omar 
Pasha, being anxious to distinguish himself, is annoyed at the inaction 
to which he is doomed in the Crimea. 


Before Sebastopol, July 15. 

Htoh winds have prevailed during the last twenty-four hour.s, 
and dusky clouds sweep along the sky, while the air has become 
damp and chilly even at noon-day. This is the Feast of St. 
Swithin, and the day has been duly marked by violent rain and 
loud peals of thunder, while the Russian position over the valley 
of tlie Tchemaya has been hidden by a dark blue veil of rain- 
eloud, and the smoke of the guns of Sebastopol can sciu'ccly 
penetrate the watei^' mist which overhangs the town. The 
canvas of the tents in the sodden camp flaps dismally, the huts 
are dank and dripping, and befoi'e the doors little pools of water 
arc collected on the ground, which is trodden into a deep slimy 
mud. The temperature this evening outside is that of an English 
November, and as the wind whistles among the tents, one may 
fancy that the trees are being stripped of the last of their 
witliered leaves, and that the frosts of iviiiter liave already 
arrived. But this will be over in- a few days, and then the heats 
of August will parch the ground once more, wells and tanks 
will again yield only a scanty supply* and summer almost out- 
live the month of September. To-day there has been heavy 
firing between the Malakhoif and the advanced French batteries. 
Last night the Russians made a sortie from the ]\Ialakhoif on 
the Iflth of the French Line, who were at work on the trenches 
and parallels, which 6u»* allies are pushing with all possible 
energy in advance of *thc Mamclon. The afliiir took place 
about ten o’clock and lasted nearly an hour, ending, as 
usual, in the repulse of the Russians, and their retreat to 
their works, after having inflicted more or less damage upon 
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those of the French. During the rain the flashes of the guns 
flickered indistinctly in the distance, while the wind brought 
the rL'X)orts with more than usual distinctness to the ear. The 
loss of the French in the affair of last night is stated by them 
to be two officers and thirty men Jim*s de combat, but from the 
dm'ation and magnitude of the struggle one might have expected 
it to have been much greater. The French have pushed their 
works almost to the abattis of the Malakboff, and are so near 
that a man may throw a stone into the Russian position. The 
abattis is described to be a truly formidable obstacle. It is 
formed of trunks of oak and beech from the woods of the Crimea, 
and is more than six feet in height. Attempts will no doubt 
be made to destroy it with shot and shell before a fresh assault is 
hazarded. The Russians may still be observed continually at 
work on this position/ which is now recognised as the key of 
Sebastopol. They have also been engaged lately .in repairing 
the Redan, which had suffered a great deal from the continual 
fne of the English batteries. Last night a sortie on a small 
scale took place upon the French left, but, although the fire 
was heavy while it lasted, the afiair was soon over. All agree 
that nothing will be done on this pai*t of the position, and that 
the real point of attack will be the Malakhoff works, the capture 
of which will render the Redan untenable, and make the sur- 
render of the south side of the place merely a question of a 
few weeks. 

July IG. 

Heavy firing last night and this morning., Nev^r since the 
beginning of the siege were both parties so thoroughly in earnest 
as at present. The exchange of shot and shell is almost incessant. 
The French can, of coui*se, be supplied with these munitions of 
war to any extent, but to the resources of their adversaries there 
must bo, one would think, some limit. That foundries exist in 
Sebasto2)ul there can bo little doubt; same of the shot thrown at 
us is perfectly smooth and new, and seems as if it had just been 
cast; moreover, it is impossibfe to believe that a great naval ^ 
arsenal can bo without the means of manufacturing its own 
munitions. Powder-mills probably also exist; but in regard 
both to powder and shot one naturally^ wonders where the 
material for the manufacture is to come from. A small 
quantity of iron may be obtained by re-easting our shot and the 
pieces of shell, but probably a great part of the former goes 
into the harbour, and the supply is too small and precarious 
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for a doremment like the Rnssian to depend upon it. It seems 
more likely that an organized system of transport feeds Sebas- 
topol with munitions as well as com, and that during the 
summer every endeavour has been and will for the future be made 
to supply the garrison with sufficient resomxK^s to hold out during 
the winter, wheh the transport of heavy arttofes upon the roads of 
the Crimea will be a matter of considerable difficulty. As long 
ago as Ai^st, 1853, two or three houses of Odessa entered into 
a joint contract to supply the Government with 14,000 military 
carts : although these were, nO' doubt, destined for the campaign 
in the Principalities, yet they were afterwards transferred, with 
thousands more, to the defence of Sebastopol ; and the fact of 
such contracts having been made is sufficient to show the scalo 
on which the late Emperor was ready to carry out his views, 
and the facilities which the Crimean fortress stiU enjoys for 
continuing a defence that may seem wonderful to those who do 
not consider how long it had been foreseen and prepared for. 

The French are very sangnine about their ability to reach 
the shipping from tlie new battery th^ are erecting at the 
White Works. That the Russians also have some misgivings 
on the subject is evident from the assiduity with whicn they 
fire into the newly constructed work. The long fiS^-pounders 
with which it is to be armed seem , sufficiently formidable to 
destroy the vessels even at the distance of three thousand 
yards, but as yet the ships remain moored in two lines across 
the harboui:, while boats flit along on all sides of them in 
ceaseless activity.^ Onr battery near the Quarries is almost 
ready, and in less than a week this matter wiU bo decided. 

Our casualties of late have not been heavy. No officer 
has fallen since Lieutenant Mansell, .of the 33th. There is 
little sickness, considering that a force of' 160,000 men is con- 
centrated in front of SebastopoL Complaints are again cuiTent 
respecting the want of maitrffsses for the wounded in camp. 
The care or the terror of Govemmenthas provided these articles 
*in abundance at Scutari, but in the hospital marquees there is a 
great want of them, and the men are lying in discomfort. The 
Sick and Wounded Fluid haq been applied' to* in order to remedy 
this want; but, while stt restore lying useless in the half-empty 
hospitals of the Bosphorus, it seems a waste of money to buy 
fresh articles which could bo supplied by a little arrangement 
between the medical officers of the two places. 

The Mowing letter fell into my hands' a day or two since 
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wlif>n I was up. on a visit to a deserted village about twelve 
miles from Balaklava. It is in a female hand, and is dated the 
very day of the capture of the Mamelon Yert, from a village to 
tho north of Sebastopol. Omitting the domestic details, I 
cannot forbear giving the political and military contents, which 
ma^*^ be considered pUhlic property - 

Jfay 36 (June 7). 

** You are not, my dear sister, in a very safe position ; accord- 
ing to my judgment, the enemy is only a few steps from you at 
Foross. Tho Haidar road is broken uji. We have already sent 
pioneers to the coast to break up the roads in case of the arrival 
of the enemy ; they have taken a sufficient quantity of powder. 
In your letter of the 12th of May, (24th,) you said all was quiet 
about you, but it cannot be so now. Kcrtch is taken ; at Arabat 
tliere was a battle, in which we were victorious. They even say 
that a Eussian army is marcliing upon Paris. Up to to-day 
all was quiet in Sebastopol. To-day, the enemy bombarded 
heavily, but did nothing hut bombard, and will do nothing; 
they can do nothing at all against us. Mother, who has just 
come from there, says it is impossible to recognise the town, it 
is so much changed by the fortifications continually added to it. 
At the Severnaya, you enter as through a gate, with enormous 
batteries on each side. Mother was there a day when it was 
quite quiet ; she even slept in tho town that night. At ten 
o'clock a shell fell into the gallery near the window, ; happily, 
it did not fall into the room, or she might have been hurt. * * 
They say that the seat of war will soon he transferred to the 
Danube. It is time that these gentlemen should leave us, and 
let us have a little rest. As soon as they go, the town of Sebas- 
topol will be built where the Chersonese was, and what is now 
Sebastopol will be entirely a fortress. How curious it will be, 
till one gets accustomed to it,” &c. 

The writer goes on to speak of her yellow* dress being ready, 
and of her intention of going in it to Sebastopol in order to have 
her porti'ait taken. It would appear that the Enssians are 
taking the thing very coolly, or rather were doing so six weeks 
ago. But within a few hours after tiie foregoing letter was 
written the Mamelon. was attacked; .and.the most' brilliant operas 
tion of the siogo performed. The l^mbardiiient; which the fair 
writer and her military friends treated wiih.' sucE contempt, was 
no doubt expected by them to resemble the operations of Oetober 
and April, and to be followed up by no attack. It would seem 
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that for once we found the Russians unprepared, and by avail- 
ing ourselves of that opportunity, gained the most signal success 
which has attended the siege operations, a success which, if it 
had been followed up, would, no doubt, have led to still more 
glorious results. The Severnaya alluded to in the letter is what 
we call the Star Port, or is more probably the name for the 
whole northern faubourg. The Russians are busily at w^ork, 
strengthening this part of the place, as well as their positions 
on the Katcha and Bolbek, in anticipation of operations at some 
future period for the entire possession of Sebastopol and the 
Crimea. 

Omar Pasha has his head-quarters near Kamara. It is 
difficult to imagine a spot more romantic than the one selected 
by the Ottoman General. It is situate on a slope facing the 
sea, and is in the shadow of Cape Aia, which rises perpend icu- 
larly from the Euxiiie to a height of 700 feet. In the hollow, 
near the Pasha’s head-quarters, a Tartar Bey has pitched his 
tent. He fled with his family either from the severit}'^ or the 
threats of the Russians, and made his submission to the Turkish 
General. His conduct is perhaps not wise, as he will lose all 
his property, which will be seized by the Russian Government, 
and the Turks will leave him to die in a ditch directly ho has 
ceased to be useful to them. It is a singular thing, that while 
the French and British troops consider their most harassing 
wesrk to be the duty in the trenches, the Turks, who are equally 
interested in the event of the war, and will be the most bene- 
fited by its success, do not take any share in actual siege opera- 
tions, and are now amusing themselves with the mere 
pastime of foraging, or actually sitting in indolence for hours 
together; following the shadows of their tents as they move 
from west to east, smoking stolidly, or grinning at the antics of 
some mountebank comrade. Omar Pasha goes hither and 
thither without object, merr'y that his army may seem to be 
employed ; its actual services are of little importance. It is 
said that an agreement was made between the allied Generals 
and the Porte that the Turks were not to assist in the siege. 
But why not P and can such an arrangement be binding -when 
the public good demands a different course P If the Ottoman 
troops be so excellent behind fortifications, there can be no 
objection to their relieving their hard-worked allies in some of 
the less important positions : or they might at least be employed 
in some more active manner than merely moving to and fro occa- 
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sionally, as if for the purpose of impressing the mind of Europe 
with a Ailse idea of aetivity. The rumour has spread within the last 
few days that Omar Pasha is to go to Kars^ in order to relieve 
the place and oppose the advance of the Kussians in Asia. But 
tliiSj if seriously contemplated, can bo intended only as a 
measure of preparation for next year’s campaign, and the object 
will be rather to save Erzeroum than Kars. Should the trans- 
portation of the Turkish amy to Trebizonde be determined 
upon, it will not take less than two months, even with the help 
of the British marine, to convey it across, a longer term having 
been required for the transport from Varna to Eupatoria, which 
places are not so far apart. Allowing a month for the march 
from Trebizonde to Kars, it would be November before the army 
could reach its new position ; and at that season the lofty table- 
land of Armenia is deep in snow, and all military operations 
will be suspended until the ensuing spring. But it is more than 
probable that the report of the movement has no foundation. It 
arises from a belief that the affairs of Asia have been grievously 
neglected, that the present year has not bettered the position 
of the Turks, and that there is danger lest the Kussians should 
actually succeed in wresting away an important province as well 
as consolidating their reputation among the inhabitants of 
Central Asia. To-day, Omar Pasha paid a visit to General 
Simpson’s head-quarters. 

The Naval Brigade fancies itself hardly used in the matter of 
promotion, and indeed it is difficult to come to any other con- 
clusion than that its officers have been somewhat neglected by 
the First Lord of the Admiralty. After the 17th of October, 
a large promotion was made by Sir J. Graham, os the reward 
of a single day’s labour and danger, but since that time, although 
a period of nearly eight months has elapsed, no single promo- 
tion has been conferred on an officer .of the Naval Brigade. 
There arc in this branch of the service lieutenanis of nine or 
ten years’ standing, who volunteered their services on shore, and 
have been as much exposed to the hardships .and danger of tho 
trenches as the officers of the army. The latter, by stepping into 
death vacancies, and by brevets, have received a proper reward for 
their services ; while the naval officers remain in their old posi- 
tion, and are naturally disappointed and disgusted. It is hardly 
sufficient to tell them that when Sebastopol is taken they will 
have their promotion. Many will not live to see that day, and 
in the case of married men, the widows, who would ho in the 
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receipt of adequate pensions for their'husbands' services, will be 
left with a maintenance not cotresponding to the merits and 
sacrifices of those who have fallen in a prolonged siege. If tho 
one bombardment of October was thought worthy of a large 
promotion, there should be some reward for three others, each 
of which was more severe and more successful than tho first — 
not to mention nearly 300 nights of dufy in the trenches, and 
all the su^rings of the late terrible winter. 

July 17 . 

Another sortie from the Malakhoff last night during a pouring 
rain. It lasted about a quarter of an hour. Heavy firing all 
night. This morning the French are said to be advancing 
rapi^ with their works. They tidk of being quite ready for 
another assault in about a fortnight.. 

July 21 . 

In spite of the heat which has followed. the stormy weather 
of last week, the operations of .the siege are being pressed for- 
ward by the French on our right with indefatigable industry. 
There is nothing in what goes forward which can strike the eye 
of a stranger ; ^a^ation seems to reign in camp and trenches ; 
even the heavy firing noticed a few days since has for tho most 
part died away ; yet every day an advance is made, and each 
advance brings the allies nearer the crest of the Malakhoff, which 
it will now require all the courage and tenacity of the Eussiaiis 
to hold. The Malakhoff and Mamelon stand upon an ele- 
vated plateau, while the ridge that joins them is itself higher 
than the land around. It is along this ridge that the French 
sap extends in a zigssag^to within 170 yaids of the hill which 
the Bussians hold. As the incline is somewhat steep, the 
French working parties are already out of reach of the' Bussian 
guns, which cannot he sufficiently depressed to* be used with any 
effect against thorn. They can therefore continue their work 
without danger, except fro'^i riflemen, who hold every van- 
tage spot, and use their best ^deavoura to pick off any enemy 
who may show a part of his cap within their range ; but, as 
tiiese can be kept in check by French mark«nen, while the guns 
of Mamekiii ara^ hourly thundering against tho Bussian 
strongHold, the- advantage ^ clearly on the side of our allies. 
The latter have also thrown up a small battery for field-piecea 
at the* extremity of their sap, and thia haa hitherto prevented 
the egress and formation of Bussian troops for a sortie against 
them. These guns entirely command tha points on which 
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the Suflsians are in the habit of leairing their wcnhe, and they 
consequently have been reduced to the extremity of replying to 
all the advances of tlieie enemy by merely the, fire of musketry 
from the embrasures. The day before' yesterday, however^ a> few 
Bussians straggled out here and there, making their way by 
dodging behind clumps of earth and bushes, until they had come 
to within about eighty yards of the parapet, when they threw 
themselves upon tiieir &ce8, and b^n diggings upiearth for 
cover. The French apparently did not observe tho rnovemenl^, 
and OUT people, not catching sight of the venforcaome Mus- 
covites until they had made good the position they wished to 
attain, fancied them to be French. By this means the Bussians 
have established rifie pits in front of Ihe French sap, whore 
they will do the usual amount of damage unless they be speedily 
driven out. 

On the 19tH the French, observing signs of activiiy among 
the Bussians on their left, opened a fhrious fire fixim all their 
batteries upon that part of the town. The fire, which was as 
heavy as in any of the bombardments,, oontiniied for about half 
an hour, and, having apparentiy effected its object; ceased. On 
the side of the Malakhoff the French have' discovered the way 
by which the Bussian reserves are moved into the works. It 
appears that two deep trenches lead:' to the Malakhoff, one on 
tho side of the Bedan, the other on the side of the Little Bedan, 
towards Careening Bay. To interrupt, at least, tho latter 
means of communication, the Frenoh have established a small 
battery, which is as yet unmasked. It will play on the covered 
way on the side of the Little Bedan,. and to a great extent stop 
the advance of the Bessian resides,, while the. French are 
assaulting the works themselves. 

July 20. 

To-day there has heen a veritable J^y sun ;v not a breath of 
air stirring. Over the ISaok Sea bangs the which always 
appears when the sun pours down bin. rays^ with ipore tl^ 
usual power. The firing was alaok this morning, hut towards 
afternoon it increased considerably, and at the present moment 
tlmre is a sharp carnionade kept up from the Malakhoff, and 
now and tlien a volley of* musketry announbes^hat the skii> 
mishers are at work. Wo have constructed another battery 
mounting two Lancaster guns to the left, in advance of the 
21-gun batteiy. Somewhat further in tho same direction a 
battery of six guns had been raised to fire on tho shipping, but. 
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it having been found that the position was too low for the pur- 
pose, mortars have been substituted, and the fire will, no doubt, 
open in a few days. The Lancasters have not yet been 
mounted, but will probably be in position to-morrow. 

The health of the men is still excellent, and their spirits do 
not in the least suffer by the length and wearisomeness of the 
siege. The summer is cool, and, as the Bussians have of late 
made very few sorties, the nights in tbe trenches arc passed 
without much hardship. When formed in marching order fo 
descend the oft-trodden ravines which lead to the batteries, the 
men betray neither despondency nor unwillingness ; the laugh 
and the joke prevail, their air is brisk and alert; how dif- 
ierent from their appearance in the gloomy season of last 
December ! The noise of skittles is to be heard on every side, 
and the regimental bands, sadly diminished indeed as to num- 
bers, but still eifectivo for amusement, play the various popular 
airs to which we are accustomed at home. Cathcart’s-hill is 
every evening the resort of hundreds of idlers, who, stretched at 
length on the dried grass, or sitting on the piles of stones which 
enclose many an honoured gi'ave, look down on the beleaguered 
city, and watch with lazy indifference the flashes which burst 
forth from Mamelon, Malakhoif, or Bcdan. 

Omar Pasha has not yet returned from Constantinople, lie 
is heartily tired of his position in the Crimea, and wishes for a 
field in which he can gain some distinction, or at least keep up 
the ^putation which he achieved on the banks of the Danube. 
When he was directed or invited to repair to Eupatoria, he 
naturally enough expected that some operations in the field 
would quickly follow. Perhaps such a course was impossible, on 
account of a deficiency in the means of transport ; but there is 
reason to believe that, had it been adopted, the Russian army 
would be in much greater danger than at present, and Sebas- 
topol much nearer its fall. A hostile force a cheval on the 
roads from Perekop would have compelled the Russians to 
fight at a disadvantage and to keep open their communications, 
as all their provisions are brought % this route. Now that 
the plan of di^ct attack on Sebastopol has been persisted in, the 
Turkish hero finds that his Occupation is gone, and, although a 
transfer to Asia would' leave the more honourable command on 
the Danube in the hands of his rival, Ismail Pasha, he never- 
theless said to be desirous of making an attempt to relieve 
Kars. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sanitary condition of the troops— Crimean mud— Arrival of the Duke of 
Newcastle at Balaklava— Another storm and its consequences— Lake 
in iVont of the writcris hut— Poultry under difficulties — Sharp practice — 
Pro^as of the siege— Anecdote of General Pelissier — Rumours of 
nnotlicr Russian attack upon the line of the Tohemayo — Effect of these 
rumours upon the health of the troops — The Sardinian contingent at 
church parade — Splendid appearance of the men — The Sanliiiinn 
military system— In what particulars it resembles the different military 
systems of Francei Austria, and England— The Turks in the valley of 
Baidar. ^ 

Befoue Sebastopol, July 30. 

Since the sortie of the 23rd inst. nothing of importance, or 
even of interest, has occurred here. The desultory fire, to which 
wc are accustomed, continues by day, usually swelling into a 
roar of artillery for a portion of every night. Last evening, for 
instance, tl^ din began at half-past ten^ and lasted, with inter- 
vals, for about three hours. The casualties continue much as 
before, not very heavy, although some days are unlucky, and 
on the night of the 28th the Guards had twenty-five or thirty 
men killed and wounded. However unimportant, in a siege of 
ordinary duration, would be the usual daily casualties expe- 
rienced, in one so prolonged as that of Sebastopol it becomes a 
serious consideration, especially when taken in conjunction with 
tlic loss from disease. This, 1 am glad to say, diminishes. 
Cholera cases have become very rare. Fever and diarrhoea pre- 
vail, but not by any means to an alarming extent. Upon the 
whole, the sanitary condition oPour army must be deemed 
satisfactory — far more so than many predict^ that it would be 
at this season. It appears to me that more might perhaps be 
done by other departments to aid the medical to sustain the 
health of the men. 1 have been told of instances in which 
sufficient care is not taken to save them from exposure to the 
burning sun and chilling dews, which in this climate produce 
such pemicious effects. Thus the difference in the siqk returns 
of various regimenU or batteries may be partly accounted 
fori One hears of men being compelled to parade on Sunday, 
in full dress, on which occasions some fall in the ranks from heat 
and fatigue. This is obviously not a season or a spot for the 
rigid enforcement of certain military practices which, in other 
climates, may be proper and desirable. 1 do not dwell upon 
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this point, because I have reason to believe that the great 
majority of commanding officers are careful and considerate of 
their men, and if some still adhere, rather tenaciously, to the 
routine of homo service, or do not sufficiently study the time 
and manner in which the soldiers may perform their duty with 
the least prejudice or risk to their health, I am persuaded they 
only require to have their attention called to the subject in 
order to make a change. As regards rations, these continue to 
be abundant, and of excellent quality. The cleanliness of the 
camp is well attended to ; offal is nowhere allowed to lie about, 
and defaulters in this respect are sure of punishment. I'he 
generally healthy condition of the troops has doubtless been 
favoured by the weather, which lately has been wholesome, if 
not altogether pleasant. The temperaturo is moderate, and 
rain not unfrequent. As I write, a fine fresh wind is blowing 
over the heights, sweeping away many impurities in its course. 
I rode this morning through a part of the French camp, re- 
puted to be usually no^ very firagrant in its exhalations, and I 
was agreeably surprised at finding it free from evil odours. Wo 
had a heavy rain in the night, and this morning it descended in 
torrents for a short time. The immediate effect of these plash- 
ing showers is not particularly agreeable, although I believe it 
to be highly beneficial. They convert the clayey soil of the 
camp and its vicinity into a heavy kind of mud, which clings 
tenaciously to the feet of man and beast, and renders locomo- 
tion slow and difficult. The clay hardens rapidly, and only by 
repeated efforts can it be extracted from the horse’s hoof. Con- 
sidering the quality of the s^, it seems unaccountable that our 
authorities do so little in thenvay of road-making. One would 
imagine they anticipate either continual summer, or tho de- 
parture of tho expedition before winter arrives. While the 
French have made excellent roads, in our camp one sees mere 
tracks. As for tho £a1. ’^lava railway, it will be useless 
within a short time after the bad season sets in, unless repaired. 
It is a very convenient summer oonstruction, but the ground 
on which, it rests will be Converted into mud by tho winter’s 
wet. 

Tho opinion is pretty generd that no very long period will 
elapse before another, attack is made upon the Malakhoff. As 
regards an expedition ^ into the interior of the Crimea, that is 
highly improbable. In fact, 1 believe nothing of the kind is 
in contemplation, %t any rate, for the present. The montl^ of 



▲ STOBM. 31 

September would be a favourable seoaon at wbicb to commenco 
such a movement. 

Major-General Dacres, commanding the artilleiy, goes to- 
morrow, on a fortnight’s leave of absence, to Therapia. 

Colonel Norcott's (Bides) servant and charger were awaiting, 
yesterday morning, their master’s return from tho trenches, in 
what was considered a por&ctly sheltered situation, when a round 
shot bounding over an eminence, killed both horse and man. 

Four Bussian deserters came in yesterday. 

The Duke of Newcastle has arrived at Balaklava, and has 
been up to the front. 

July 31. 

Soon after five o’clock this morning a most violent storm of 
wind and rain commenced, which continues as I write. It will 
cause, 1 fear, much discomfort, if not actual damage, in the 
camp, over which it rages with a combined fury and obstinacy, 
which I do not remember to have seen surpassed. The ex- 
tensive portion of the camp, of which 1 command a view from 
my hut, is converted into a lake, the rain descending much 
faster than it can sink into the earth. Over the surface of this 
lake the rain is home in clouds by the driving wind, and forms 
a sort of watery curtain through which the soaked' tents look 
dreary and dismal enough. The shelter which they offer, im- 
perfect as it is, has been sought, and only here and there a 
drenched figure is to be seen struggling through the blast. In 
the pens the mules and horses hang their heads mournfully, 
enduring, with melancholy philosophy, the inevitable and. un- 
welcome douche. In sundry nooks and corners' to the leeward 
of tents, and under the eaves of huts, the camp fowls have taken 
refuge, with drooping plumes, and that look of profound dis- 
comfort peculiar to poultry under difficulties. Down the 
numerous slopes of the camp the water has forced channels for 
itself, which will not, however, I fear, prevent ^ finding its way 
into many of the semi-subterranean huts, to-the^cat disturbance 
of the domestic economy of their occupants. Even the furious 
war of the elements does not arrest the strife between man and 
man, ‘and from time to time, above the roar of the wind and 
the plash of the rain, the boom of a gun reaches us. As 1 
write, however, the fury of the tempest abates, the clouds fly 
seaward, the rain ceases, and already the camp resumes its 
stir. 

The firing during the last few days has, .on our side, been 
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far more lively than for some time past ; this increased activity 
has, however, a defensive rather than an offensive character; 
The Eussians, perceiving that our works are daily brought closer 
to theirs, are trying by their single gun practice to annoy us. 
Orders have accordingly been given to return the fire from our 
hiitteries whenever it becomes too hot. This plan was tried 
once before, and it had the effect of moderating the ardour of 
the Euasian gunners. The second trial will, I hope, be no less 
successful in procuring for us a little respite, fin-, somehow or 
other, the less wo fire the better is the Eussian gun practice, 
and vice versd. 

But no firing of the Eussians, bo it good or bad, slight or 
heavy, can impede the progress of the works. Q^lie surface of 
the ground in the neighbourhood of the Malakholf and the 
Eedan presents every day a more checkered appearance. It is 
one mass of trenches, traverses, rifle-pits, and balterios — a 
perfect maze, so that it requires a strongly developed organ of 
locality, or else many days of trench duties, to enable one to 
find one’s way. The railway is perhaps the best test of tho 
gigantic activity which prevails : numbers of mortars and large 
quantities of ammunition arc daily transported by it, and vanish 
again silently, to bo replaced by others. The trenches give ono 
a good idea of an unfathomable abyss, such an incredible mass 
of mortars, guns, shells, and shot, do they swallow up. 

When they wdll be satiated, and when the word “ enough’* 
will be spoken, seem as uncertain as Crimean weather. 1 was 
told a few days ago, by a French officer of artillery, that 
Pelissier, on being asked when offensive siege operations w^ould 
be again resumed, said, “ Well, I don’t know : the Eussians 
are losing every day 30() or 400 men by sickness. If we wait 
a week, they will have lost a brigade ; if we wait a month, they 
will have lost a corps d*armce.** But if the Eussians lose many 
men by sicknes^they repla. them somehow or other. Numbers 
of stories are in circulation about the formidable forces which 
have come, and are still coming down this way, and appre- 
hensions of an attack on the Tcliemaya line gain ground daily. 

In the meantime, not even with the aid gf tlie most powerful 
telescopes, can the app»^oaCh of this formidable force he dis- 
covered, and the Eussians content themselves with firing a shot 
now and then from the batteries on tho Mackenzie-ridge at the 
harmless sheep and cattle sent by the French over the Tchcr- 
naya to graze, or on the hoises going down for water. 
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However improbable all these apprehensions about an bnpend- 
ing attack of the liussians may be^ there is one advantage con- 
n(}ctod with them — they impart a certain amount of life and 
activity to the armies occupying the Tcheniaya line. Without 
some such stimulant the men would be overpowered by ennui ; 
moreover, these flying reports act as a kind of corrective against 
sickness. In winter, the troops engaged in the trenches suflered 
much more from sickness than those in the rear on the heights 
btyond Bulaklava ; now the reverse is the case, and the troops 
in the trenches are in better health than those at the Tchernaya. 
Of course, inactivity is just as fatal to a body of troops as over- 
work. The Turks alone form an exception. I do not think 
that tliey could be injured by any amount oi faMantisme, The 
loss in the Sardinian army may be in some measure attributed 
to the wiint of excitement, which has engendered a morbid, 
hypochondriac feeling, and this produces a great deal of illness. 

Yet, with all its losses, the Sardinian contingent is still a flne 
body of men. I went the day before yesterday to see tlicir 
church parade, which is held every Sunday, and at which all 
the troops not on duty arc present. The ground chosen for this 
ceremony is a slope leading from Kamara towards the plain of 
JSalaklava. The troops occupy three sides of a square, and on 
the fourth, which is the highest, a tent is erected in which mass 
is celebrated. They have an excellent band, and it plays during 
the service. The whole ceremony reminds one very much of 
the church parades of the Austrian army. After the service was 
over, the troops defiled before General della Marmora : first, the 
inliintry, and then the artillery. The men, although perhaps not 
quite so tall as tho.se in the old English regiments, are consider- 
ably above the average of French troops. After the infantry came 
the artillery in their short blue tunics, with yellow facings. 
When the defiling was over, the cavaliy went through some 
short evolutions. Although collected from several regiments, 
each of which funiished a squadron, as every regiment of 
infantry furnished a battalion, they executed their manmuvres 
with beautiful precision. The horses, although inferior in si/o 
and breeding to the English cavalry homes, are compact and 
useful-looking animals. They arc mostly of the Italian breed, 
much improved by Arab blood. 

Piedmont, placed as it is between two great militiiry Powder* 
— Fnmce and Austria — has evidently watched with attention tho 
progi-ess and improvements \vhich have been introduced into the 
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military systems of these two neighbouring empires, and adapted 
their experiments in these matters to her own advantage. In the 
autumn of cveiy year a concentration of troops takes plsuje in 
Lonibarcl}^ and before the war of 1848 numbers of Piedmontese 
officers used to assemble there. The same was, and I think is 
still the case whenever a camj) is collected in the south of Prance. 
Thus they had the oppoitunity of studying tw'o, in many respects, 
very diflerent systems. Tlie result is a blending of the two in 
arms, accoutrements, administration, and movements. For in- 
stance, the infantiy is dressed in French fashion, with leather 
gaiters under the trousers, the long coat reaching to the knees; 
the only exception being the shako, which more resembles the 
Austrian shako than the French kepi. The cavalry and the 
artillery, on the contrary, wear the short tunic of the Austrian 
cavalry and artillery. For the movements of infantry as well 
as of cavalry the French manual has been exclusively adopted, 
and at some distance one could scarcely distinguish French 
cavalry manoeuvring from Piedmontese, were it not for the dif- 
ference in the seat of the riders. The manege is decidedly 
Austrian. The spirit of the Piedmontese army — I mean the 
relations existing between soldiers and officers, and of the inter- 
course of the latter with one another — is, however, more analogous 
to that of the English than to that of cither the French or 
Austrian armies. It is neither the easy ftmiiliarity which exists 
between the French officer and soldier, nor that " beggar on 
horseback" like tyranny of the officer and the unwilling slavish- 
uess of the soldier which characterize the Austrian army. The 
officers in the Piedmontese, like those in the English army, 
belong almost exclusively to the higher classes, and only rarely 
does an officer rise from tlie ranks; so that the distance be- 
tween officer and soldier is not one of mere discipline, 1)nt a 
social one ; and, however the spirit of Republicanism and the 
longing for equality may be 'developed in other states of Italy, 
Piedmont docs not seem to be impregnated with it, and the 
system adopted of choosing for officers men from the higher 
classes answers veiy well. On the other hand, the officers them- 
selves associate much in the same manner as in the English 
army. When official business is over and social intercourse 
begins, the difference between the higher and lower officer 
entirely ceases, and they associate as gentlemen are wont to do. 

The Turks are still mooning about, and waiting Omar Pasha’s 
arrival, which is postponed from day to day. One battalion has 
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been ordered down into the valley of Baidar to cut grass. In 
order to prevent confusion a line of demarcation has been drawn, 
which separates the French from the Turkish foragers. Baidar 
seems to furnish inexhaustible supplies of hay. NoWithstanding 
the systematic collection of the French, and the continual drain 
on its resources by private foraging expeditions from all armies, 
a considerable quantity remains on the hill sides, which, owing 
to their neighbourhood of the Bussians, are less frequented than 
the more open parts of the valley. It^is likewise an inexhaustible 
store of wood. The Turks have cut a good deal for zeroliks 
(huts), but in their continual moving about they seem to be un- 
certain where to take it, so there it remains for the present. 

C. 

CHAPTER V. 

More wet — ^Disconraifin/? aspect of the camp — Habitations of the army — 
Description of a hut — Necessity of making better preparations for the 
winter — An Egyptian plague of flies — Daring of the Crimean fly — 
State of many of the transports — TheCunard steamer, the ** Cambria 
Rccal of General Caurobert — Reappearance of the cholera— Sanitary 
condition of the French army — Preparations for an attack upon the 
3Ialakhoir— -A sortie — Discouraging nature of the trench work— A Rus- 
sian attack repulsed by the English advanced picket — medical board 
on Sir K. England — Return of Captain Montague from captivity at 
Simplieropol. 

Before Sedabtopoii, A^igust l. 

liATN, rain, and nothing hut rain, in this most damp and dreary 
of camps. I closed my letter of yesterday in a storm, and this 
one I commence in a deluge. The soil here has the solitary 
good quality of drying rapidly, at least in the more elevated parts 
of the camp, and before sunset yesterday there were scarcely any 
traces left of the morning s tempest. A few tents that had been 
blown or washed down had been re-crected, leaks and other 
delects revealed by the rain had been remedied, the temperature 
was agreeable, the ground tolerably dry, the usual occupations 
and aTnusements of the camp had been resumed, and a numerous 
party of officers played at cricket on the heights. The pleasant 
interval was brief. Towards ten o’clock another storm arose ; 
the lightning flashed blue and blinding in every quarter of the 
heavens, again the rain fell in torrents, and the rolling of the 
thunder, mingled with the roar of the artillery, left one at times 
almost in doubt whether the uproar proceeded from the heavens 
or the batteries. Ou account, probably, of the bad weather, 

p 2 



3G LINE OF THE TCHERNATA. 

there was less firing than usual. Now and then three or four 
cannon shots followed one another in rapid succession, the rifles 
engaged in a brief and angry conversation, and shells by twos 
and threes took their leisurely and lofty flight skywards — the 
fuse, like a little ball of Hame, alternately appearing and Yanish-> 
ing, until with sudden dip, they plunged into trench or battery. 
Then came the deep voice of the thunder, rebuking the discord 
and mocking the puny rivalry of man. The rain continued to 
fall heavily during the night and morning, and to-day the camp 
is a field of mud, in parts almost a morass. It is not easy to 
.imagine anything more discouraging in its aspect than the camp 
before Sebastopol in rainy weather. The look is worse than the 
reality, for the tents generally resist the wet, and the men arc 
abundantly provided with clothes, covering, and rations. Viewed 
from a short distance, the great undulating tract over which tho 
allied army is scattered, resembles an immense ploughed held. 
Of grass there is very little— only a sprinkling here and there. 
The numerous flowers of vivid colours, which in spring and 
early summer cheered and enlivened tho view, have long sinco 
been burnt up by tho sun or trodden down by the feet of men 
and horses. The landscape weai's one general brown tint, 
bounded by a line of dull gray mountains, often capped by 
murky and watery clouds, Tho habitations of the army arc of 
three classes — wooden huts, huts or hovels (dating from last 
winter, and partly subterranean), and tents. Happy, at least 
at this season, is the man who possesses a good wooden liut 
with a 'plank flooring. Most of the large huts, however, are 
used as store-houses, or for other general purposes. The 
walls of the hovels (for such is tho term that most correctl>’^ 
designates them) arc usually three or four feet below ground, 
and about as much above it, and are surmounted by gabled 
roofs, without which, in some of them, a tall man could hardly 
stand upright. These singi 'ar dwellings are, as may be sup- 
posed, damp and gloomy. They are entered by three or four 
steps cut in the earth, and usually covered with stones or planks. 
Here is one of which the entrance is so low that a man of 
average height must bend double to get in. It is considered 
rather a good hut, and its owners speak with gratitude, almost 
with enthusiasm, of the excellent shelter it afforded them in the 
tiying times of last winter. It is eight or nine feet broad, and 
about twelve in length. At one end a sort of embrasure admits 
light through the thick "wall, composed of mud and shapeless 
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masses of stone. Below this embrasure is the bed, barely raised 
from the ground; on one side is a small niche in the wall, used as a 
fireplace. The'walls are tapestried with sail-cloth, horse blankets, 
and mantoi that have come all the way from Catdonia and 
Valencia with the Spanish mules and muleteers, and are adorned 
with pictures cut from illustrated periodicals, and with nume- 
rous pipes, hi&tt culottSe8^V9^ blackened, that is to say, by the 
tobacco oil that has soaked through the porous clay. There is 
actually a chimney-piece— a thick board wrenched from some 
packing case, the rusty nails still sticking in its edges — which 
suppoits a biscuit-box, tobacco, bottles in various stages of con* 
sumption, and other small comforts. Here is a rough tub, 
M^iich was used for the ablutions of the inmates, until. scarcity 
of water caused the prohibition of such luxuries. ‘ Suspended 
from the homely tapestry are a sword, a pouch-belt, waterproof 
and leathern leggings. A pair of tall boots are in one corner, 
and hard by the door — the lightest place — is a crazy table, with 
writing materials and sundries. A shelf has been contrived, 
and holds a few well-thumbed volumes. The heavy rain has 
tlowcd into the hut through the doorway up to the edge of the 
bed ; the consequence is that the floor resembles a muddy road, 
in which you slip about and almost stick fast. A trifle, this, to 
Crimean campaigners. The roof does not leak, which is more 
than can be said of the roofs of many huts. The one I have 
described may be taken as a fair specimen of the class of edifice. 
Transported to England, and exhibited as the dwelling of an 
Esquimaux or American Indian, it would doubtless excite sur- 
jirisc and compassion, and people would wonder that even 
savages could exist in such dens — here cheerfully tenanted by 
very civilized persons. Huts and hovels are few in number 
compared with the tents, which, when carefully pitched, with 
a good gutter round them, make endurable habitations for this 
timcj of year, although liable to be overthrown by veiy high 
winds. But against the cold, when the canvas crackles with 
the frost, and the icy breath of winter enters at every chink, 
they afford poor protection indeed. If we are to pass another 
winter before Sebastopol — I mean to say, if the higher powers 
consider it probable, or even possible, that we shall do so — it is 
to be hoped that measures will be taken for the preservation of 
so costly a commodity as the British soldier. Seasoned veterans, 
who have survived the bitter sufferings of the winter of 1854-6, 
may be able to withstand the less severe hardships of that of 
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1855-6 ; but what do our rulers imagine will become of youth- 
ful recruits, in the year’s worst season, on these inclement 
heights, unless provision be made for their comfort superior to 
any at present existing H Eations and raiment will, doubtless, 
not be deficient, but, as fur as appearances yet go, proper shelter 
will. 

One of the greatest curses of the camp at the present moment 
is the multitude of flies. It is really an Egyptian plague. In 
every tent and hut they swarm in myriads. From mosquitoes 
and fleas we are tolerably free ; there are no bugs — at least, 1 
have neither seen nor heard of any. Probably bedsteads are 
not sufficiently numerous here to encourage the presence of those 
flat and foetid insects. We are duly grateful for the absence 
of such irritating vermin ; and we try to be resigned, but we 
certainly cannot be thankful, under the fly infliction. The 
Crimean fly is the most daring and aggressive animal of its sizo 
that it has ever been my lot to encounter. It befouls every- 
thing in your quarters, bites you, and will not be rebuffed. Its 
courage and activity constitute it the Zouave of the fly family. 
It dashes into your cup as you raise it to your lips, and 
defiles the morsel at the end of your fork. War with it is not 
to be thought of. Kill a thousand, and you shall have a 
million in their stead. Whatever food is exposed upon the table 
— ^sugar, meat, bread — becomes in an instant black with flies. 
The camp resounds with maledictions on the genus. A cargo 
of “ ketch-’ein-alive” papers, arriving just now at Balaldava, 
would find an instant sale at exorbitant prices. We should 
paper our huts and tents with them, and still despair of exter- 
minating our tormentors. 

Whilst on this unsavoury subject, I will mention complaints 
that have lately reached me, and which, in at least one instance, 
I know to be w^cll founded. Tk^y refer to the condition of 
some of the transports taken up by Government for the con- 
veyance of troops, horses, and stores to the Crimea* Consider- 
ing the very high prices paid for such ships, it is not too much 
to expect that they should be kept clean, free from vermin, 
and as free as possible from evil smells. I may instance, as a 
case of which I have a positive knowledge, the Cambria,*’ a fine 
steamer of the Cunard line. 8he arrived at Ealaklava from 
Portsmouth on Sunday last, after a passage which, notwith- 
standing that she lost a little time by running aground in the 
Bosphorus in broad daylight, was tolerably rapid. She brought,. 
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in addition to lier cargo, a few horses, and some small detach- 
inents of various regiments, under command of Captain Foster, 
of the 6th Dragoon Guards, and also about twenty officers, 
chiefly very young subalterns. Making every allowance for the 
presence of horses on board (fifty-two came here, and a few 
had been left at Scutari), but remembering also that she had 
uninterrupted fine weatlier during her passage, 1 do not hesitate 
to say that the state of this ship, when she arrived here, was 
disgraceful. The abominable stenches on board were such as I 
never encountered in any craft of her size, employment, and 
pretensions : in the cramped space allotted to the officers, bugs 
swarmed to such a degree that many of the young men, after 
vain attempts to cope with the odious enemy, were driven from 
their berths, and preferred a plank and a blanket upon deck to 
the stifling heat and detestable atmosphere of the cabin and the 
constant combat with the vermin, feposure to the heavy dews 
ol'llic Mediterranean, and want of proper rest — for sleep refreslies 
little that is snatched in one’s clothes on a ship’s deck — during 
a period of two or three weeks, is not a good means of preparing 
youths, as yet uninured to hardships, for those they inevitably 
must encounter in a Crimean campaign. Nor is it to he borne 
that shipowners, who are making enormous fortunes by the 
war, should thus ill perform their port of the contract. Some 
of the officers on board the Cambria** were suffering, when th^ 
jirrivcd here, from diarrhoea, probably induced by the circum- 
stances above detailed. By the same number of passengers of 
mature age and greater experience, the general state of the 
vessel’s accommodation and service would doubtless have been 
made matter of serious complaint and protest; bat those by 
the Cambria were, with few exceptions, mere lads, too full of 
anticipations to dwell upon the disagreeables of the voyage 
when once the haven was in sight. 

Auffwe 2. 

The news of the day is the recal of General Canrobert. No 
cause is assigned, but it is lelt that his position was awkward, 
as subordinate to Generals Pelissier and Bosquet, whom he 
lately conunanded. 

The recent rains have brought, a slight return of cholera. 
The day l)efoi*e yesterday the 72nd buried ten men, dead of tliat 
complaint ; but the 72nd is a recent arrival out here, and may 
therefore be expected to suffer more than others. As a general 
rule, wet appears to bring cholera, and heat dysentery. At 
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present there is little fever. The sanitary state of the French 
army is, as far as I can ascertain; pretty satisfactory ; there is 
some cholera, but not to .a great extent, and it arises cliicily 
from severe duty in the wet trenches. An officer came off that 
duty at four o’clock yesterday morning, and at eight he was a 
corpse. To-day, as I was riding along the Woronzoff road, I 
overtook a French battalion returning from duty in the trenches 
•—their clothes, from heel to collar, and their muskets, smeared 
and begrimed with mud. They mai'ched briskly enough, but 
one poor fellow, who hung in the rear, at last fell by the road- 
side, deadly sick— the sweat literally raining from his face. The 
trenches ai'e converted into ponds and sloughs by the late bad 
weather. To-day is sunny and windy, and things are drying 
up. One ravine, down which the French habitually pass, was 
yesterday a torrent five feet deep, by which some men were 
nearly carried away. The Kussian steamers continue to annoy 
our idlies in the night time with grape. The French arc con- 
structing batteries to command the Kussian fleet, and so to 
facilitate an attack on the Malakhoff. As soon as all are com- 
plete, it appears the opinion of the French that the Malakhoff 
will again be assailed. These say that their approaches are 
now brought within about a hundred metres (110 or 115 yards) 
of the enemy’s position, and that the engineers can go no fur- 
ther. The distance appears to be, and probably is, rather greater 
than that. 

On the 31st of July the 30th Kegunent and 3rd Buffs were 
reviewed by General Markham. 

The Duke of Newcastle is in camp, quartered in General 
Bentinck's tents. 

* Avgust 4. 

There has been a good deal of firing these last two nights. 
The night before last the Bufsians made a sortie, but wove 
driven back. They carried *way five yards of the ckevaux de 
fnae on the Woronzoff road. Their reserves were very strong. It 
is thought they desire to distract our attention from the point 
they really mean to assail, which some suppose to be the Ceme- 
tery. Beports of an approaching attack on the Malakhoff, for 
which various dates are i^onjectured, continue to circulate. It 
is time that something were done, if anything is to be. From 
the 18th of June to the 4th of August is a long time (in the 
best season of the year) to spend in inaction befbre a battered 
wall, battered out not yet breached. It is but discouraging work 
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for tlic troops to be inarched down night alter night to the 
trenches, there to be pelted with shot and shell, with a feeling 
that nothing is gained by the exposure. We hold our own, 
but wc do not progress. Let us hope, however, that when 
the new French batteries are completed, wo shall witness a 
marked change in this state of things.' 

It was between ten and eleven o'clock, p.m. when tlie llus- 
sians sallied out of the town by the Woronzoff road, and advanced 
to the heavy iron frieze placed across the Woronzoff road, be- 
tween the left and right attacks. Tho advanced picket at the 
vhevaux dc frise was commanded by Lieutenant B. E. Carr, of 
the 39th llegimcnt, who behaved with coolness and gallantry. 
Ifc fell back slowly, keeping up a fire on the Bussians, to the 
advanced trench guard, under Captain Lackie, 39th Begiment. 
Tlie trench guard on ‘the right of the fourth parallel, und(^ Cap- 
tain Boyle, 89th, and Captain Turner, 1st Boyals, checked 
the enemy, and they retired after ten minutes' firing, leaving 
a few men killed behind them, and carrying oiF a part of the 
barrier. They had advanced with great cheering and bugling, 
and were estimated at 2000 strong, with heavy columns in 
support. 

On the 30th of July a medical board was ordered on Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir B. England, 6.C.B., commanding Third 
Division, and he was recommended to return to England. He 
was the last of the generals who left England in command of a 
division. M^jor-General Eyre succeeds him in the Third Divi- 
sion. Captain Montague, B.E., returned from Simpheropol, 
where he was detained for some time as prisoner of war, and 
\vas very kindly treated. ^ F. H. 


CHAPTEB VI. 

Loss in the trenches — A mysterious confla||^atIon — Funeral solemnities In 
iiebastopol— Review of the Light Division by General Ck>drington— 
Review of the Chasseurs d'AfV'iqae on the spot at which the celebrated 
llalaklavs cavalry charge took place — Deatlis of Colonel Gobbe. Lieu- 
tenant Evans, and Captain Layard — A new rood fVom Balaklava to tho 
camp in contemplation. 

Camp before Sebastopoi., 6. 
Little has occurred here since my last lelter to vary the often- 
described routine. A great deal of ammunition continues to go 
up to the front, and there are many speculations as to the pro- 
bability of an early attack. The ’French are working away on 
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the riffht, with the view of getting at the Russian ships, and 
the usual nightly cannonade continues with more or less vigour* 
Last night there was a good deal of firing, more than has been 
heard for some time. The Kussian Minids were at work, 
popping at sentries and everything that showed itself. I am 
informed this morning, that the Light Division, which was on 
duty, had fifty men de combat, nearly double the usual 
number. Statements of this kind, however, are so a 2 )t to bo 
exaggerated, that one can scarcely credit anything but tlio 
returns. One thing is certain, that the English loss in the 
trenches, at the present rate, may be estimated at about ItHDf) 
men a month. This includes every, man hors de combat, for 
however short a time. As regards disease, I do not learn tiuit 
there has been any particular variation since 1 lost wrote. The 
weather has .boBn fine and bright, usually \iery warm of a morn- 
ing, cooler of an afternoon, with pleasant breezes sweeping over 
the heights. The heat here does not, to me, feel so relaxing as , 
on the shores of the Bos^thorus — infinitely less so than in that 
steam bath, Constantinople. 

There is much conjecture to-day as to the meaning of a fire 
which commenced yesterday evening in rear of the Bcdan, and 
burned aU night, sinking and dying away towards moruhig. 
As yet nobody has suggested a plausible explanation. Yester- 
day afternoon there was a funeral in Sebastopol, evidently of 
some personage of importance. Tlic procession was numerous, 
and there was a firing party, which is unusual. We continue 
to hear tales, probably exaggerated, of the great mortality pre- 
vailing in the fortress. The heat of the weather and the number 
of dead bodies would account, however, for a good deal of 
disease. • 

On Saturday afternoon, General Codrington reviewed the 
Light Division, which Avent thmugh some manoeuvres in its 
usual steady and satisfa(j|ory style. The appearance of the 
troops was excellent. Yesterday about 2000 or 2500 Chasseurs 
d’Afriquo were reviewed. The place selected was the ground 
over which our Light Dragoons executed the memorable but 
fatal charge of Balaklava, and mournful was the contrast which 
suggested itself to the ]«.inds of those who in October last 
beheld the return of the handlul of heroic hut battered 
warriors, and who yesterday saw the fresh and well-equipped 
squadrons of France prancing over the plain. Dearly indeed, 
by the loss of so many gallant fellows, was purchased that one 
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laurel more/' now added to the numerous wreaths that twine 
round the standards of Britain's brave horsemen. The African 
Chasseurs looked gay and smart yesterday in their neat light 
blue vests and the inevitable red trousers. They are fine 
scrviccable-likq cavalry, their evolutions were well performed, 
they made some capital charges, and their whole appearance was 
highly praised by the English military spectators. 

It has been proposed to make the Eirst Division into two 
divisions, one to consist of the Guards, to which were to be 
added the 31st Begiment, 3rd Buffs, and 13th Light Infantry, 
the other of the five Highland regiments now here, and of the 
D2iid, expected out. The project, however, has been abandoned, 
at least for the present. 

T regret to announce the decease of Colonel C^bbe, of the 
4ih Kegiment of Foot. He died this afternoon ficom the effect 
of wounds received in the affair of the 18th of June. He com- 
manded the 4th from the commencement of tlie campaign, and 
was wounded at the Alma. Lieutenant Evans, of the 55th, is 
also dead. He was shot through the windpipe yesterday in 
the trenches, and every eflbii; to save his life proved fruitless. 
Capt. Layard, 38th Kegiment, D.A. Quarter-Master-General, 
died, on the 7th, in Balaklava harbour, ion board the •‘Faith” 
steamer, where ho had been removed for the benefit of his 
health. He sank under diarrheea, and the loss of such an active 
and intelligent officer will be felt in his division. 

It is in contemplation to make a good road from Balaklava 
to the camp. This is indeed a most necessary work if we are 
to pass the winter here, and it is to be hoped it will be promptly 
proceeded with, and not postponed until too late to complete it 
before the bad season sets in. it is also to be hoped that we 
shall not sec — as we did last winter — guns inextricably stuck in 
the mud, and remaining thei’e for weeks ; and commissaries, 
when bringing up stores from Balaklava to the camp, compelled 
to unharness the mules and horses from half a dozen carts, 
attach them to one, in order to get it up the hill, and then lead 
the animals down to recommence the same operation with 
each of the vehicles. In connexion with a good road from 
Balaklava there should be branches tlirough the camp, connect- 
ing the divisions, and leading to the front. * 

The health of the 10th Hussars still continues unsatisfactory. 

A day or two ago that regiment had 161 sick, out of a strength 
of 676. Major-Geneial Sir W, Eyre was put in orders on the 
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3rd Au^st, to command the Third Division. On the 5th, 
Brigadier Lochyer was in orders for Ceylon, and Colonel 
Windham, C.B., was nominated to succeed him in the command 
of the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division. F. II. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Signs of an approaching attack — The hospitals are cleared out— Various 
opinions respecting the result of an assault — The Maliikhoir— l^Hst 
errors and blunders — Hopes of better things for the future — A terrible 
bombardment contemplated by some— Leave of absence -•night and 
obtained by many oHicers— Regiments witiiout their proper number 
of officers — Tedious nature of the siege— Leave of absence too residily 
granted in the English, and too rigorously rofhsed in the Freiicli army 
— More clergymen required — Effective force of the British army in tlic 
Crimea— Arrival of French and English reinforcements — Kussiau 
practice — Promotion of Colonel Windham — A birth in the trenches — 
Casualties — Cholera— A Russian attack expected— Reinforcements sup- 
posed to have reached Sebastopol— The Army Working Corps — Deaths 
of Deputy-Assistant Commissary General Coppingcr, and Aligor Hugh 
Drummond. 


.Heights of Balaklava, August 10. 
The report of an appi^ching attack upon the Malakhoif gains 
gronnd, and is credited in the camp. False reports arc so 
numerous here that one would pay little attention to the current 
rumours, did not various indications, more than general expec- 
tation, give it an appearance of probability. At an early hour 
on Tuesday morning, General Simpson went round the lines, 
examining the works. Yesterday, General Jones did the same. 
A council of war was held on Wednesday evening, at the British 
head-quarters. A more positive symptom than these of 
approaching action is the fact that some of the principal mi;dical 
officers of Divisions have received orders to clear the hospitals, 
sending to Balaklava such p'-tients as can safely he moved, and 
to make the customary preparations for the reception of wounded 
men. This may not mean that an assault is immediately to be 
made, as some short time is necessary to make arrangements 
and procure the stores required. An idea of the quantity of 
these may be formed from the fact that, on receiving this order, 
the chief medical officer of one Division, consisting of rather 
more than 6000 effective men, at once sent in a requisition for 
about six tons’ weight of various articles. Such a ma.«^ of drugs, 
lint, plaster, bedding, wine, and other hospital necessaries and 
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comforts, is painfully suggestive of what may probably occur, 
and of bow man}' stout and bravo fellows are expect^ to go 
down in the next serious operation against our tenacious foe. 
}3ut at the point* to which things have now come, success is not 
to be hoped for without heavy loss, and if the former he com- 
plete the latter may be endured, if not cheerfully, at least with- 
out repining. It is said that after a bombardment, very large 
forces will be sent in to attack. Some talk of a combination of 
French and English troops against the Malakhoff, and even 
designate our First Division (Guards and ^lighlandei's) as the 
Dritijh force that is to co-operate with our allies. If the attack 
really is to be made. Heaven grant that this time no blunders 
may be committed, and that the blood of this gallant army may 
not £igaiii be fruitlessly poured out by mistakes and mismanage- 
ment. If we fail this time we may make up our minds, as 
many have already done, to remain where ive are for the winter. 
It is the opinion of some here that Sebastopol will never be ours 
until wo regularly invest the whole place. There are various 
opinions, in both the French camp and the English, as to tho 
impregnability of the Malakhoff. Some believe that if wo 
succeed in stoiming the outer works, we shall find within them 
a second line of invincible strength. Others think the strength 
of the inner works exaggerated. Of course, in all this there is 
much more of conjecture than of well-founded opinion. The 
Generals in Chief keep their information and intentions to 
themselves. If wc get tho Malakhoff, little doubt is entertained , 
that tli(> south side will speedily he ours ; whether we shall be 
able to remain in it under the fire from the forts on the north is 
another question. The Kussians driven out, however, and the 
fi(*et destroyed, we shall be at liberty to busy ourselves with the 
northern forts, or to move inland, as may he decided upon. As 
for the town, w'hich wo have treated with so much forbearance, 
it is not to he sup^ioscd that it will he left to us in its present 
neat and serviceable * condition. If Hussia be faithful to her 
military traditions, wo shall obtain hut a heap of ruins and ashes» 
No snug quarters will there be in Sebastopol for the allied armies, 
which have been so long alternately crippled with cold, plunged 
to the knees in mud, or seethed in sickly Crimean vapours. A 
time there was, now some ten months ago, when Sebastopol 
might have been ours on easier terns and in better condition— 
a tinu^ when Russian prisoners expressed their surprise at not 
being sent into depot there, since they made sure the place had 
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fallen into our hands after the battle of the Alma. Tt is boot- 
less to recur to past blunders and omissions, or we mif' ht also 
talk of the time when the Malalthoff was but a round tower, 
instead of the strong fortification now the chief obstacle to the 
capture of the place to which it is the key. However, if 
grievous errors have been committed, let us hope that tlic*y will 
in future be avoided, and that the next attack will be very 
differently conducted, and have a widely flilTercnt result, from 
the last. Alter nearly two months' monotonous inaction, during 
which many thousand men of the allied army iiavc been put 
hors de combat by trench duty and disease, I can hardly think 
that there is a man in the camp — even of the croakers, who, 1 
regret to say, are pretty numerous — ^who will not joyfully liail 
the resumption of more active hostilities. 

I must observe that there are persons, whose opinion is not 
without weight, who do not believe that we shall attack soon, 
and a similar doubt appears to exist among those French offi- 
cers whose opinions I have heard expressed. These seem to 
think that a tremendous bombardment is contemplated, such as 
shall literally pulverize the defences opposed to us, and com- 
pletely crush the enemy ; and they add that some time must 
elapse before the necessaiy preparations ore completed. 

Leave of absence continues to be granted to a very largo ex- 
tent. Taking five of the latest general orders, those of the 3rd, 
5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th instant, we find the names of no less than 
seventy officers who have received permission to absent thera- 
selvoB. Of these, twenty-nine ];n*occed to England — twenty-six 
of them in virtue of medical certificates, and three on “ urgent 
private affairs,” or in consideration of peculiar circumstances : 
twenty-seven go to Scutari and Therapia for periods varying 
from two to five weeks ; twelve on board ship, and two to tJie 
Monastery of St. (jeorge, where there are ten rooms fitted uj) 
for ailing or convalescent offeers. I doubt not that all these 
leaves of absence may bo necessary, and fully justified by the 
circumstances of the respective cases ; but such numerous de- 
partures are not the less extremely inconvenient to the army, 
and leave many regiments very short-handed of officers. 1 
yesterday heard a colonel declare that he had hut one captain 
and three subsltems on duty in his battalion, and that he, con- 
sequently, had to send one hundred men into the trenches under 
charge of a youth of eighteen. If this state of things cannot 
be helped, it, at least, is very unfortunate. Enough officers do 
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not come out to replace those who go home. This proti'acted 
siege — if siege it may be called, which in reality is a h^dious 
struggle between two rows of detached forts — is certainly not 
popular with the officers of the army, few of whom care to 
remain if they have a respectable pretext for returning home, 
while fewer still desire to return hither when once they have 
got away. I am persuaded that if there were more movement 
in the campaign — if, instead of monotonous trench duty, we 
were engaged in ordinary warffire, manoeuvring, marching, fight- 
ing, tlicre would be both less sickness and fewer seeking leave. 
T do not attempt to decide the question whether leave is some- 
times too easily granted, and more to interest than to necessity. 
The French are thought to fall into the other extreme, and 
instances have been cited to me where the lives of valuable offi- 
cers would have been saved had they been allowed to exchange 
severe duty (one night out of three in the trenches, independ- 
ently of ordinary guards and parades, cannot be considered light 
labour) for a period of relaxation in a more salutary climate. 

The senior chaplain of the army, the Rev. Mr. Wright, has 
made a representation to the Quai’ter-Master-General on the 
subject of the insufficient number of clergymen attached to tho 
forces. There arc nineteen altogether, but of these only seven 
are effective. The othci*s are ill (fom* have received sick leave 
within the la.st week), and their illness is attributed in a gi'cat 
measure to the severity of their duty. Some of these gentle- 
men have as many as live hundred sick to attend to — ^independ- 
ently of such attention as they may be required or desirous to 
give to the healthy, I understand that Mr. Wright has re- 
presented forty chaplains to be the number required for the 
army now out here. I know not whether these be more or no 
more than are needed ; but it is evident, that if it be deemed 
desirable that the sick and wounded should receive spiritual 
consolation, it is but a mockery to expect that to be afforded to 
them by only seven clergymen. You are, doubtless, aware, 
that of the chaplains out here three only are regularly com- 
missioned and paid by Government, Two religious societies 
received permission to send a eertain number (I think ten) each ; 
half the expense of their maintenance here to be home by 
Government and half by the societies that submitted their names 
for the approval of the authorities. 

Of the cases that go into hospital a very small proportion 
terminate fatally. This appears from the general returns up to 
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the 15th of July. According to the best evidence I can obtain, 
the present effective strength of the British army in the Crimea 
is upwards of 28,000 men, exclusive of troops that have arrived 
within the last threedays. The“Etna” and “Arabia’* steam-trans- 
ports have reached Balaklava from England (the latter after the 
extraordinarily rapid passage of fourteen days) with large de- 
tachments for different regiments out here. Transports have 
reached Kamiesch with reinforcements for various French regi- 
ments. This furnished the foundation for a report (to show 
you how ridiculously things are magnified here) current in 
camp this morning, that 30,000 French troops had arrived, 
and that extensive operations were immediately to be com- 
menced. 

Yesterday the Bussians amused themselves by throwing a 
few round shot into the camp of the Fourth Division. l\vo of 
these buried themselves in the ground, close to a hospital hut 
of the 17th licgiment, shaking the edifice and astonishing the 
wounded, but doing no other damage ; another killed a man of 
the field-train as he lay in his tent. It is said the missiles 
were intended for General Bcntinck’s tents, which are near the 
Fourth Division flagstfiff on Cathcart’s-hill. The Duke of 
Newcastle is still staying there. A new kitchen, building for 
the General, is thought to have attracted the attention of tho 
Muscovite gunners. The fire in rear of the Bedan, which I 
mentioned in my last letter, is said by the French to have been 
occasioned by one of their rockets. 

Colonel Windham, who, since the first landing of the allies 
in the Crimea, has been the very eflficicnt Assistant-Quartcr- 
Miister-General of the Fourth Division, has been promoted to 
the command of the 2nd Brigade of the Second Division. 

We are by this time pretty well accustomed to hear of deaths 
in the trenches ; but, until the other day, we had no example 
of a birth having taken pla^-e M that uncomfortable anjl dan- 
gerous locality — certainly not exactly that which a Lady might 
be expected to prefer as the scene of her accouchement. The 
intrepidity and military ardour which so distinguish our gallant 
allies, are shared, it appeal's, by the ladies of their nation. 
Three nights ago a buxom cemtini^re accompanied her battalion 
to the trenches, there to supply them with the restorative petit 
verve, and to brave, with masculine courage, the storm of shot 
and shell. There was possibly some miscalculation in tlie 
matter ; but the iact is that, towards the small hours of the 
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mominf', slie was taken with the pains of maternity, and gave 
Lirtli to twins. IM other and children are doing well. 

The casualties increase daily in gravity and number. Major 
JMaegowan, DSrd Regiment, was carried off out of the advanced 
works by a party of Russians, on the night of the 7th, and it is 
feared they have killed him. General Simpson sent in a letter 
to inquire after him ; but the Russians could give no information, 
except that he w|^ not in their possession. 

TJie cholera still claims a few victims every week. Our casual- 
ties in the trenches, from the 6th to the 9th were, eight rank 
and file killed, one officer, live sergeants ; 103 rank and hie 
wounded, one officer, one rank and iilo missing. 

F. 


BEFORE Sebastopol, Avgust 13. 

There at last is some prospect of action, but not against the 
Malakhoff, nor is it the allies who arc expected to assume the 
offensive. Late last evening orders were given for the troops 
to be under arms by three in the morning. Of course, Mala- 
khoff was immediately the word, and most persons supposed 
that the long talked of assault was to be made This, how- 
ever, was soon found not to be the ciisc. An attack was ex- 
pected to take place along the whole line. Without tap 
of drum or sound of bugle, the camp was afoot at the pre- 
scribed hour, the troops foftning up in profound silence. The 
entire army was out, including the cavalry and artillciy from 
Riilaklava. The first grey of morning found a number of 
officers and amateurs assembled on Cathcart’s-hill,. the best 
point of observation. There was unusually little firing yester- 
day and last night, and all expected that this tranquillity was 
quickly to be broken by the din of an engagement. The in- 
terest of the situation grew stronger as the rooming advanced, 
and as the scarlet columns became visible, massed along the 
lines, motionless and expectant. Superior officers, with their 
staff, moved to and fro ; aides-de-camp traversed the heights 
with orders; here and there, tlirough the still imperfect light, 
w'liich began to be tinged with the first red fmsh of sunrise, 
waved the pennons of a I^ancer escort. With broad day the 
brief excitement ended, likfore the upper edge of the sun’s 
disk rose above the hills, the troops were marching briskly 
back to tlieir tents. The morning was beautifully clear, and 
the spectacle w'us striking, lu fine order, in serried columns, 

YOL. II. s 
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looking hardy, active, and cheerful, and up to any work, the 
Crimean army regained its canvas quarters. For the day the 
danger was over — to commence again, it is helievea, to-night. 
From certain orders that have been given with respect to am- 
munition, mules, &c., I infer that the army will again he under 
arms early to-morrow morning. The officers are warned to he 
ready at a moment’s notice. It is believed that reinforcements 
have reached Sebastopol. They have been ^pected for some 
time past. Four divisions are tdked of, two of them Imperial 
Guards. Word }ms been sent up from the fleet to head- 
quarters that large bodies of troops were seen collecting behind 
the Redan, and others behind the Tchemaya, and there were 
grounds for expecting a general attack along our lines. The 
generals of division assembled yesterday afternoon at the quar- 
ters of the Commander-in-Chiof. General Simpson is indisposed, 
and it is reported that he intends going on board ship for a few 
days. It was thought piobable that he had summoned his 
subordinates to confer with them before absenting himself; 
but it may now be supposed that tlie meeting had refer- 
ence to last night's operation. It is not impossible that this 
turn-out of the army was a mere rehearsal intended to ascer- 
tain wliether all the actors were perfect in their parts, and in 
case of need would bo promptly at their posts. The report to-day 
in camp was, that the Archduke Michael is in Sebastopol. We 
lately learned from deserters that he^as expected. 

To-night I am informed that our cavalry has been withdrawn 
&om Baidar and its neighbourhood. Concerning this you will 
doubtless receive positive information from another quarter. 
General Pelissicr holds 40,000 men in readiness to operate on 
the line of the Tchemaya, which, from its extent, is, perhaps, 
the most attackable part of our position ; but it is vigilantly 
guarded, and I entertain no doubt as to the result should the 
Russians venture to assail '^s. 

The ** Orinoco” has arrived at Balaklava with Dragoons and 
horses. Mr. Doyne, Buperintendent-in-Chief of the Army 
Working Corps, has also arrived. He came as far as Con- 
stantinople in the ** Simoom” with 450 of his men, who will 
quickly follow him hither. The ooips is to consist of 1000 
men. Mr. Doyne has had an interview with Colonel Maemurdo, 
in command of the Land Transport Corps. I understand that 
it is not intended, as was at first proposed, to employ the Army 
Working Corps under Are unless in case of absolute necessity.. 
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They will be set to msikiag roads, cleaning the camp, and 
slnillar highly useful and necessary occupations. 

Tlic staff of the railway, which had been greatly diminished 
by illness and other causes, has been broken up. Mr. Bcattio 
has been requested by General Simpson to remain to superintend 
the working of the railway and all engineering matters con- 
nected with it. 

Two vessels have been sent from Balaklava to Gibraltar for 
mortar. We are informed that no less than eleven vessels 
sailed from England between the 20th and 30th ult. la<^n with 
guns and ammunition, and bound for the Crimea. 

Deputy- Assistant Commissary -General Coppinger, attached 
to the Eourili Division, died on Saturday, of fever, and was 
buried yesterday afternoon. He was much liked and respected 
here, and a large number of ofEcers followed him to the grave. 

It is now past eleven o'clock, and 1 find that no orders liave 
as yet been given for a turn-out, but merely that all should be 
ready at veiy brief notice. Unlike last night, the unwonted 
stillness of which had something almost ominous — ^warned, as wc 
were, of a probable encounter — the fire of the batteries is pretty 
much as usual, and from Cathcart's-hill, a short 'time ago, the 
shells were to be seen traversing tbs darkness, in low curves or in 
lofty flight, according as they were thrown from gun or from 
mortar, while the round shot hurtled through the air, and the 
rifles sparkled at various ^ints of the lines, 

August 14. 

The night has passed quietly, and there has been no occasion 
to turn out the troops. 

It is known at head-quarters that the enemy are pre- 
paring for an attack ; and General de la Marmora has greatly 
strengthened the Sardinian position on the Tchemaya. On 
the afternoon of the 13th a brave and distinguished young 
officer. Major Hugh Drummond, Scots Fueileer Guards, was 
killed in the advanced trenches. 

Drafts arrived to the Light Division ; the 71st Regiment, 
and one squadron of 1st Dragoon Guards, landed at Balaklava. 
The casualties from tlie 10th to the 12th were 19 killed ; one 
officer, and 112 wounded. F* H. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Supposed arrival of Orenadiers in tlie Kussian camp — Precaution ar}’’ mea- 
sures — Summer residences of the Russian nobility — Country house of an 
old French doctor — The Turks cause him and his family alarm aiiid 
inconvenience — He complains to General I'elissier — The result — Rooty 
— The Enj^lish put a stop to the flunderin;;, but the French are 
permitted to continue their excursions — Excessive politeness of the 
marauders. 

^ The Allied Camp on the Tchernaya, August 14. 
Since I last wrote, part of the reinforcements which the 
Russians were expecting have arrived, — at least, positive intelli- 
gence has been received of the andval of a division of Grenadiers. 
In consequence of this intelligence we are more than ever on 
the alert ; but as tliese newly an*ived troops are concentrated, 
at least for tlio present, in and about Sebastopol, if there is an 
attack at all, it seems to be intended rather against our 
works in front than the Tchernaya line. It was, nevertheless, 
thought prudent to keep a part at least of the army on tho 
Tchernaya under arms during the last two nights, and ready 
for any sudden emergency.* Moreover, the Sardinians made 
yesterday morning a reconnaissance over the plateau on the 
other side of the Tchernaya and on ^ho banks of the Tchouliou, 
but without encountering any trace of the enemy. The dis- 
tance, however, from Sebastopol over the Mackenzie ridge is so 
small that troops could come in one night from it to the 
Tchernaya. 

Tho English cavalry, which was encamped in the valley of 
Biiidar, yesterday received sudden orders to return, but the 
Erench are still there, collecting hay and making excursions to 
the villas on the sca-side towards Aloupka. These beautiful 
summer residences of the I assian nobility have long been spared 
our visits, but they could not altogether escape their fate. The 
Turkish troops, with the exception of Bashi-Bazouks and Arnauts, 
of whom there are hone here, are not much given to roam about ; 
so while they were in the neighbourhood of Baidar the country- 
houses on the sca-side alongtheWoronzoff-road escaped altogether. 
The Turks contented themselves with exploring the immediate 
neighbourhood. Baidar itself and the other villages in the 
valley Jilford little in the shape of booty. Moreover, the Turks 
in general make it a point not to plunder their co-religionists. 
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and the inhabitants of the valley are mostly Mahommedans. 
Hut they found out a little country-house on the sea-shore, 
called Laspi, where an old Froneh doctor, who had been esta- 
blished for many years in Ilussia, was living with his family ; 
and one line morning a complaint was made to the French 
(j|(*neral-in-Chief by his countryman that five Turkish soldiers 
had come to pay a visit to Laspi. They were received and fed 
like guests, but before going away they asked for madjar 
(Hungarian ducats, the best known foreign money among tho 
Turks). The old doctor, who of course understood nothing of 
their language but the word madjar^ thought it was nothing 
more than a polite inquiry about his nationality ; and, wishing 
to rectify the supposed mistake of his guests, he pointed to the 
French cockade which he had, by a wise precaution, fixed on 
his cap, in order not to be mistaken for a Russian, saying at the 
same time " Frangais, Frangais** But when one of tho 
soldiers took hold. of his watch and chain, and when the others 
began to search the ladies, he was soon aware that it was he, 
and not the Turks, who had made the mistake. A blow with 
the butt-end of a musket left him no doubt that resistance was 
useless, and the soldiers departed after having canded away, 
according to his account, objects to the value of about 2()0L 
(leiieral Pelissier, on tho complaint of the French doctor, 
addressed a complaint to the Turkish head-quarters, in order to 
have things investigated and tho guilty punished. The answer 
was that tho Turks had the strictest orders not to plunder, and 
that any supposition to the contrary was an insult to their 
character; that the marauders could not have been Turkish 
soldiei*s ; and that the dress and flint muskets, which exist only 
in the Turkish army, must have been borrowed or taken in 
order to make believe that they were Turkish soldiers — and 
thus the afiair remained. The old doctor retired to Baidar, 
and the ladies went over to the Russians. 

But this was an isolated case. Since the French and English 
cavalry have occupied the valley, the visits to tho country- 
houses liave become much more systematic. The Russians, 
halting entirely withdrawn from tho coast up to Yalta, having 
only isolated Cossack patrols about, the whole row of country- 
houses on the shore has been opened to enterprising individuals, 
and every morning you could see arabas and pack liorscs 
coming over the Woronzoll-road into Baidar, loaded w'tli the 
most heterogeneous objects; chairs, beds, crocliery, ciupets. 
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pictures, albums, ladies’ work-baskets, embroidered cushions, 
cooking utensils, wine, and hundreds of other things were 
brought back and sold all along the road. In order to put a 
stop to these excursions, an English cavalr}” picket was stationed 
at the archway, which is erected on the highest point of the 
WoronzofiP-road, just be&re it begins to descend towards the 
sea, and nobody was allowed to enter except with a pass. But 
this mended things only half— that is to say, no English 
soldier was permitted to indulge in a roaming disposition ; but 
French marauders as before came, duly provided with a pass, 
and returned with as much plunder as they could possibly carry. 
The tisual style was a string of pack-horses, mules, or carts, with 
half-a-dozen camp-followers of the worst description, escorted 
by a couple of soldiers. The thing seems to have been quite 
systematically arranged, for they often refused to sell, under the 
plea that they had to share with their comrades, or that tlio 
things belonged to officers — ^very likely an excuse for passing 
safe. If you showed any curiosity about the affair, you were 
asked whether you wanted any household furniture, such as 
chairs, or mirrors, lamps, beds, &c., and were told that you had 
only to say where the things were to bo brought to, and that you 
should have them. There was nobody at these country-houses, 
the Cossacks sent only an occasional shot from the, distance, 
and there were two French steamers to keep the road open, 
which leads quite close to the shore ; so there was full security. 
I have not heard of any case where the marauders have come to 
harm. 


THE SATTLB OF THE TCHEBNAYA. 

Gamp on the Tchsbnata, August 16. 

The long-threatened attack of the Bussians on the Tchemaya 
line has at last taken place, and. ended in the complete defeat of 
the enemy. During the lasL few da^ the signs of an impend- 
ing Bussian attack became more and more frequent. Move- 
ments of largo numbers of troops in the neighbourhood of Sebas- 
topol, the unanimous reports of the deserters, of whom sev^l 
came in every day, and, lastly, information gained from Tartars, 
who are continually brining in news from the Bussian lines, 
were all to the effe^ that tho Bussians, having received part of 
the reinforcements which they were expecting, intended to try 
their luck once more in an offensive operation. 

Although, at first, the line of the Tchemaya suggested itself 



PREPARATIONS FOR THE BATTLE. 55 

as the point which the Eussians would most probably attack, a 
supposition which was moreover confirmed by all the deserters, 
yet, as large numbers of newly arrived troops were seen concen- 
trated in and about the Eussian works, apprehensions were 
entertained that perhaps the Eussians might attempt something 
against the positions of the allied armies before Sebastopol, and 
the chief attention was consequently directed to that point. 

Yesterday again several deserters came in, and spoke with 
the utmost certainty of an intended attack on the Tchemaya 
lines ; but hs this had been already the case several times during 
the last fortnight, no particular attention was paid to their reports, 
and no special orders were given to the troops, except to be 
prepared for an attack ; and this had been so often repeated that 
it made no impression. In addition to this, our attention was 
drawn off from the Lower Tchemaya by the news from Baidar. 
1 wrote in my last letter that when the arrival of fresh troops 
at Sebastopol became known, the four troops of English Light 
Cavalry were withdrawn from Baidar, and only two regiments 
of heavy French cavalry and a few Chasseurs and Zouaves r&- 
mained in the valley until all the hay collected could be carried 
away. Yesterday afternoon. General Alien ville sent word from 
Baidar by telegraph that large numbers of Eussian troops were 
concentrated on the heights above the valley, and that he ex- 
pected to be attacked. The telegraphic message was interrupted 
by the dense fog which prevailed in the aitemoon, hut late in the 
evening notice of this message of General Allonville’s was sent 
to (xencral La Marmora and Osman Pasha. As the cavalry at 
Baidar would be exposed to be cut off if it were attacked by a 
considerable force, on account of the great number of carts which 
are down in the valley for the transport of hay, and which 
would encumber the Woronzoff-road, , an attack on that side 
seemed not at all improbable. 

From all these circumstances it followed that no additional 
precautions were taken on the Tchemaya line, and that the 
attack was scarcely less a surfa'ise than tl^t of Inkermann. 

The first news of an acti^ assault was brought about day- 
break by some Frencdi Chasseurs, who^ forming part of a patrol, 
fell into an ambuscade of the Eussians, and narrowly escaped, 
while their comrades were taken prisoners. Soon afterwards 
the outposts across the Tchemaya were driven in, and about 
•diiybreak the cannonade began. 

For the better understanding of the movements I must give 
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you some description of the locality. The Tchernaya, comin*^ 
out at the tower of Karlovha from the narrow gor{?c in which 
it runs after leaving the valley of Baidar, Hows between a suc- 
cession of hillocks on both sides. These hillocks form the basis 
of the position of the allied armies. On the extreme right, 
be^nning where the Tchernaya comes out of the gorge down to 
the little mountain streams which fall into the Tchernaya from 
the south, are the Turks. They occupy two hillocks, and 
between them are two roads which lead from Higher Tchorgoun 
and the tower of Karlovka into the Woronzoff-road. The Sar- 
dinian position leads to the right on the little mountain stream 
which limits the Turkish position to the left. They occupy tlio 
large solitary standing hillock which used to bo held by the 
Cossacks, and which extends down to the open ground over 
which the road from Balaklava to Tchorgoun leads. This hillock 
had been lately considerably strengthened and provided with 
batteries, and, as it is a very commanding position, was of the 
utmost importance in the defence of the Tchernaya line. In 
front of this hillock, and divided from it by the aqueduct which 
begins there, is another smaller but equally steep hillock, acces- 
sible from the hrst by a stone bridge, and on this hillock the 
Sardinians had a small ^jpaulement guarded by a detachment of 
infantry. Beyond both these hillocks, on the other side of the 
Tchernaya, they had moreover on the mound nearest to the 
Mackenzie-road their outposts, which could thus watch the 
movements of the enemy and give timely alarm in case of an 
attack. The French occupy the last series of hillocks to the left 
of the Sardinians, and guard the road which leads from Bnla- 
klava over the Traktir-bridge up to Mackenzie’s farm. 1'ho 
hillocks occupied by them are three in number ; the iirst, to 
the right, is separated ftom the others by the great road leading 
to the bridge ; and the last, to the left, is protected by the basiu 
which the aqueduct forms her<*, and is separated by another open 
space, similar to that on the right of the French position, 
from the ridge on which the army of observation was during 
the winter. In front of the bridge the French had constructed 
a small Spatilement to guard the passage of the river, beyond 
which they had their outposts. 

The first movement of the Bussians was against the outposts 
of the Sardinians on the opposite bank of the river. jCorrespond- 
ing to the hillocks on this side of the Tchernaya are three pla- 
teaux on the opposite bank. They were chosen for the left oi 
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tho Russian position against the Turks and the Sardinians. 
These plateaux were, therefore, first to be secured, for the guns 
could command from them not only the hillocks opposite occu- 
pied by the Sardinians and Turks, but likewise the plain which 
opens towards the French position. A company of infantry of 
the lino and a company of Eersaglieri formed the Sardinian out- 
posts. They were attacked at dawn by the Eussians. As tho 
troox^s were not yet under arms it was necessary to hold this 
position for a while, and General De La Marmora sent over 
Major Govone, of the Etat-Major, with a company of Eersaglieri, 
to reinfurce the two companies already there. They crossed tho 
aqueduct and the river, and went up the plateau ; but, when 
they arrived on tho crest of it, the two companies had just left the 
epaulemant behind which they had until then defended them- 
selves gallfintly against the overwhelming numbers of the enemy, 
but which had become untenable, as it was swept by tho guns 
which the Eussians had brought up on the two other plateaux,, 
and besides was exposed to be taken in the rear. So the troops 
retired in good order across the river, and went to reinforce the 
post which occupied tho second hillock on tho banks of the 
aqueduct. In the mean time the cannonade on both sides had 
begun. The Eussians left us not long in doubt where they 
would attack, for, scarcely had the cannonade commenced, when 
three compact masses of infantry were seen advancing towards 
the plain opposite to the French position. The points chosen 
were the bridge and the hillock to the right. The masses,, 
which in the morning sun looked like glittering waves, protdbted 
by the fire of their artillery, moved in excellent order down to- 
the river side, notwithstanding tho heavy fire of artillery which 
greeted them in front ftom the French, and in flank from tho 
Sardinians. At the river the first column detached itself from 
the rest, and dividing into two columns crossed tho river, which 
is now nearly everywhere easily fordable. »Meil carrying move- 
able wooden bridges preceded, but in the first rush the Eussians, 
without waiting for bridges, went over wherever they could, and 
dispersing like a swarm of bees, rushed forward in columns, 
some against the bridge, and others against the hillock on tho 
right. 

As I said above, tlio continual apprehension of an impending 
attack had at dast allayed the interest for it, and, notwith- 
standing tho signs which seemed to indicate some movement on 
the part of the Eussiims, everybody slept^ as soundly as possible 
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until awakened by the Russian guns. Before the troops were 
properly under arms the Russians were at the bridge and at 
the foot of the hillock. The 20th Uger and the 2nd battalion 
of Zouaves had to stand the first shock, and they certainly stood 
it gallantly. The rush of the Russians was splendid. Without 
losing their time with firing, they advanced with an ilan scarcely 
ever seen in Russian troops. Some French soldiers of Camou’s 
Division, who have during the wnter guarded the trenches towards 
the Quarantine, and have had nearly daily skirmishes with the 
Russians, assured me that they never saw them moving on in 
such a style. They were new troops, belonging, according to 
the prisoners and wounded, to the 6th division of the 2nd corps 
d'anntc lately arrived from Poland. But their ardour was soon 
checked. They could not carry their point, and were, after a 
short trial, repulsed both on the bridge and the hillock. The 
aqueduct which supplies the Turks, and which runs close to the 
foot of the hillock, formed the chief defence of the French. 
About nine or ten feet wide and several feet deep, it skirts the 
steep hilb so close, that it is nearly in all places supported by a 
high embankment, offering considerable difficulties for an ad- 
vancing force, and exposing it, as soon as it reaches the top of 
it, to the musketry fire from the heights. Notwithstanding 
this difficulty, the Russians crossed it on the right, and were 
beginning to scale the heights, when, taken in flunk by the Sar- 
dinian batteries, which fired with admirable precision, they were 
swept down wholesale and rolled into the aqueduct below. 

This first nish did not last more than ten minutes. The 
Russians fell back, but they had scarcely gone a few hundred 
yards when they were met by the second column, which was 
advancing at pas de ckarffe to support the first, and both united 
and again rushed fmward. This second attempt was more suc- 
cessful than the first. At the bridge they forded the river on 
the right and left, and forced .he defenders of it to fall back. 
Scarcely was the bridge free when two guns of the 5th Light 
Brigade of Artillery crossed it and took up a position on the 
opposite side in an open space which divides two of the hillocks, 
and through which the road leads to the plain of Balaklava. 
While those two guns passed the bridge a third crossed the 
river by a ford, and all three began to sweep the road and the 
heights. The infantry in the mean time» without waiting for the 
portable bridges, the greater part of which had, moreover, been 
thrown away during the advance, rushed breast-deep into thewater. 
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climbed up the embankment, and began to scale the heights on 
both sides. They succeeded on this point in getting up more than 
onc-lialf of the ascent, Avhere the dead and wounded afterwards 
showed clearly the mark which they reached ; but by the time 
they arrived there the French were fully prepated and met them 
in the most gallant style. Notwithstanding the exertions and 
the perseverance of the Iluasians, they were by degrees forced 
back and driven, after an obstinate resistance, across the bridge, 
can'ying away their guns. 

While this conflict took place on the bridge, the other column 
again attacked the French right. This time they came on in snch 
a swarm that they could neither be kept back by the aqueduct, 
nor cowed by the Sardinian guns, which were q)loughing long 
lanes through their scattered lines. On they came, as it seemed, 
irresistible, and rushed up the steep hill with such fury that the 
Zouaves, who lined the sides of it, were obliged to fall back for 
a moment before the multitude. You could plainly see the 
officers leading the way, and animating their soldiers. I parti- 
cularly observed one gallant fellow, who, at least twenty yards 
in advance of the whole column, was the first across the aque- 
duct, and I saw him still on the side of the hill. This furious 
rush brought the advancing column in an incredibly short time 
to the crest of the hillock, where it stopped to form. But tho 
French had not been idle during the time that the Russians 
were ascending the hill. The Zouaves had only fallen back 
from the side of the hillock to the main body, which had been 
drawn up behind the top. Scarcely did the column of the 
enemy show its head, when the gims opened on it with grape, 
and a murderous fire was poured down upon it by the French 
infantry. This immediately stopped the advance of the column, 
which began to waver, but the impetus from those behind was 
so powerful that the head of it» notwithstanding the unexpected 
reception, was pushed forward a few yards more, when the 
French, giving one xmghty cheer, rushed upon the advancing 
enemy, who, shaken ab^y, immediately tamed round and ran 
down, if possible, faster than they had come up. But the mass 
was so great that all the hurry could not save them, and more 
than 200 prisoners were taken on the spot, while the hill-side, 
the banks of the aqueduct, the aqueduct itself, and the river-side 
were filled with the dead and the wounded. The Sardinian and 
French artillery poured, moreover, a murderous cross-fire into 
the scattered remains of the column, of which scarcely a shot 
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missed. It was a complete rout. I'ho French rushed do^vn tho 
hill-side and drove them far across tho plain. This defeat seems 
to have so completely cowed them that nothing more was 
attempted against this side. 

Not so on the bridge. Notwithstanding tho heavy loss suf- 
fered by the second attack, the Bussians once more concen- 
trated all their forces, collected the scattered remains of the 
column which had been routed on the right of the French posi- 
tion, and brought up all their reserves to attempt one more 
attack. They again crossed tho river, and the aqueduct too, 
and tried to take the heights — ^but in vain ; tho French were now 
thoroughly prepared, and the tenacity of the Bussians only 
served to augment their losses. They were soon seen flying in all 
dircction.s, followed by the French. This last attack was deci- 
sive, and immediately the usual Bussian preparation for retreat 
— namel^s the advance of the artillery — showed cleaidy that the 
Bussians acknowledged themselves defeated and were on the 
point of retiring. Three batteries, each of twelve guns, which 
during the greatest pai*t of the attack had been nearly silent, 
began to open their fire while the scattered remains of the 
iniantry columns rallied behind a rising ground leading up 
towards the plateau of Ayker, or Mackenzie’s height. 

The Sardinians, who, with the exception of the little outpost 
fight on the opposite side of the Tchernaya, had confined them- 
selves to support tho French by their admirable artillery, which 
entirely subdued the Bussian fire on the opposite plateaux, 
began now to move across the aqueduct. The Bussian riflemen 
after the last defeat on the right, had retired behind the banks 
of the Tchernaya, wlicnce they kept up a brisk but ineflectivo 
fire. A battalion of Piedmontese, preceded by a company of 
Bersaglieri, advanced in beautiful order as if on parade, and 
soon drove these riflemen from thek position. It even advanced 
some way towards the plateau .. ; but, as it was not intended to 
force the heights, it contented itself, supported by other troops, 
with following the enemy, who was already in full retreat. 

The French had during the battle brought up a new division 
(Dulac’s). Besides this, the English and French cavalry were 
in readiness on the plain leading to the river, the ground of the 
Light Cavalry charge last year, - to receive the enemy if he 
should force the passage of the river and debouch on the plain. 
But General Morris would not risk the cavalry on the plain, 
intersected as it was by. tho branches of the river, and defended 



BUSSIAN CAVALRY. 61 

OS it was still by, the Kussiaii guns on the height; so only two 
squadrons of Chasseurs d’Afrique followed the enemy. 

The guns which the Hussians had brought up to cover their 
retreat suffered so much by the fire from our side, which was 
increased by Captain Mowbray’s battery opening upon them 
from the open ground between the Sardinian and the French 
positioq|, tliat they made off in a hurr3\ Scarcely a shot was 
thrown away, and so admirable was the practice, that all the shot 
fell at or close to the guns, which wo could plainly distinguish, as 
a slight breeze carrying off the smoke left a beautiful view over 
the whole battle-field. Hut the Eussian guns retumed only for 
a moment under cover, and soon after you could see a brilliant 
line of cavalry debouching from the rising gi’ound, where it had 
been hitherto hidden. I could distinguish five regiments — 
three in one line, and two other regiments on the flanks in 
second line. They advanced at a gallop, and, wheeling round, 
allowed twelve guns to pass, which again opened their fire, but 
only for a short time, and at half-past nine or ten o’clock the 
dust on the Mackenzie-road, and the black lines moving off, 
were the only traces which remained of the so long threatened 
attack of the Ivussians. 

Everybody now rushed to the battle-field, and one look was 
sufiicient to convince them that the allies had won a real battle 
on the Tchernaya. Although not quite so obstinate and 
sanguinary as the Battle of Inkennann, which this affair re- 
sembled in many points, it was a pitched battle. The Bussians, 
as in the Battle of Inkennann, gave up manoeuvring, and con- 
fided entirely in the valour of their troops. The essential 
difference was in the manner of fighting. At the Battle of 
inkermann the great mass of the Bussians fell under the file 
firing and the bayonets of the infantry, while on the Tcherna3ra 
it was the guns which did the greatest execution. Most of the 
wounded and dead showed ii'ightful traces of round-shot, grape, 
shell, and canister, so that, as a battle-field, one could scarcely 
imagine anything more terrible. Nearly all the wounds wero 
on the logs and the head. On the banks of the aqueduct par- 
ticularly, the sight was appiiUing ; the Bussians when scaling 
the embankment of the aqueduct were taken in flank by the 
Sardinian butteries, and the dead and wounded rolled doAvii the 
embankment, sometimes more than twenty feet in height. The 
French made every possible despatch to collect the wounded. 
Tliey were laid on the open space about the bridge until the 
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ambulances arrived. While there, the Russians, who could 
plainly see that the French were engaged in bringing help to 
their own wretched countrymen, suddenly began to open with 
their guns upon them, repeating the barbarous practice which 
they had already often previously shown to the troops. A 
gentleman who was with me at the moment, and T^ho speaks 
Russian, asked one of the poor fellows who was trying to trudge 
along with deep flesh wounds on both his thighs, wnat he 
thought of the behaviour of the Russians in firing among their 
own wounded ? He answeiied, " They are accustomed to beat 
us when we arc with them, and there is no wonder that they 
should try to ill-treat us when we are on the point of escaping 
out of their power.** 

According to the account of the prisoners, and judging from 
the straps on the shoulders of the wounded and dead, three 
divisions were engaged in the actual attack, — the 5th of the 2nd 
corjps d'arnUe (of General Paniutin), lately arrived from Poland, 
under the command of General Wraugel ; the 12th division of 
the 4th corfs d^armie (Osten Sacken’s), formerly under the 
command of General Liprandi, now under General Martinolep ; 
and the 17th division of the 6th corps d'armee (Liprandi’s), 
under Major-General Wasaicloosky. The prisoners say that even 
the reserves took part in the action. 1 saw a soldier belonging 
to the last battalion of the reserves, and he said, that before the 
attack began. General GortschakofiT, who commanded in person, 
had a letter from the Emperor read before them, in which he ex- 
pressed a hope that they would prove as valorous as last year when 
they took t^ heights of Balaklava, and tilien there was a large 
distribution of brandy. Not a soldier 1 saw who bad not his 
bottle lying empty mesa him, and good-sized bottles they were, 
too. This brandy distribution was, however, only for the 
inflintry, whom they wished to exsite to madness. The artillery 
got only the usual rations. 

Besides the three divisions which attacked, there was another, 
the 7th, which occupied Tdiorgoim and ihe heights, but which 
did not attack except in ^e snail ouipost aflair of the 
Sardinians. 

Avgust 18 .’ 

The attack has not been renewed, and* the French have been 
for the last two days busy in bringing in the wounded Russians 
and burying the dead. Up to yesterday evening, 1600 
wounded and prisoners have been brought in. The number 
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of dead, of whom I have not heard any oIBcial eethnate, cannot 
be less than from 1200 to 1500. Of course the bridge and 
the banks of the aqueduct are the spots most crowded with 
them. The latter is quite choked up with them, so that it has 
been forbidden to water the horses from it, for fear it should 
prove injurious to their health. 

The French had three divisions enga^d — ^the Division Pau> 
cheux to the right, tlie Division d’Herbillon in the centre of 
tlie bridge, and the division (Camon) on the left ; their loss is 
about 1000 in dead and wounded. The Sardinians had only 
one division engaged (the Division Trotti), and suffered very 
little, having lost but a few hundred men ; they have, hoivever, 
to regret the loss of a distinguished general officer, the 
Drigadier-General Count do Montevecchio, who is severely 
wounded, and not expected to live. 

Not protected by any intrenchmenis, except that small 
^aulement near the bridge, which, moreover, could be turned 
on all sides, our gallant allies, although taken by surprise, 
showed once more that the Bussians have no chance against 
them in the field — that they must remain behind their earth- 
works, and he protected by siege guns, in order to establish a 
kind of equilibrium with the allies. It is worthy of remark, 
that the greater part of the Russians were old soldiers, scarcely 
one being under thirty. 

According to the account of the prisoners, most of them came 
from Dakschiserai, and they had to attack without resting 
after their march. They had all large quantities of bread in 
their foraging sacks hung across their shoulders, but no knap- 
sacks. 

The French outpost b^nd the bridge consisted of a com- 
pany of the 2nd regiment of Zemaves. The other avant postes, 
to the right of the Zouaves up to f^e Sardinian outposts, w^ere 
furnished by the 20th and the 22nd of the line. The 
riveil had not yet gone in camp, but some of the men were 
already busy in preparing their coffee, when the ^ntinels in 
advance were alam^ by^earing dose at hand the tramp of 
men, whose forms were yet invisible in the darkness. Discharg- 
ing their muskets, they ran in to the posts, who had not time 
to stand to their arms ere they were engaged with overwhelming 
masses of the enemy. They were driven across the river ; but 
the desultory firing which took place in this preliminary 
ekirmish had given timely warning to the mam guards and tn 
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tlie camps, and the men turned out just as a storm of round 
shot bejjan to rush over tho ground, upsetting camp-kettles, 
dashing out fires, and destroying tents in its career. 

The despatch of Marshal Pclissier is ao admirably lucid, 
that I shall make no apology for adding it to the excellent 
description of my colleague, who was present during the action 
from the first onset till its close. 

Head Quarters, before Sebastofol, August 18 . 

Monsieur le Maej^chal, — ^You will have learnt by my 
telegraphic despatches of yesterday and of the day before the 
general results of the battle of the Tchernaya ; to-day I send 
your Excellency a detailed report of that battle so glorious for 
our arms. 

For some days, although the enemy abstained from any 
apparent movement, certain indications made us suppose he 
would attack our lines on the Tchernaya. You know those 
positions, which are excellent, and which are covered to the full 
extent by the Tchernaya itself, and by a canal, which forms a 
second obstacle. The Sardinian army occupies the whole of the 
right, opposite Tchorgoun ; the French troops guard the centre 
and tho left, which joins after a declivity our plateaux of Inker- 
mann. Independently of a few fords, which are bad enough, 
there are two bridges across the Tchernaya and the canal. 
One, a little above Tchorgoun, is under the guns of the Pied- 
montese ; the other, called Traktir Bridge, is below, and almost 
in the centre of the French positions. Looking straight before 
»one towards the other bank of the Tchernaya, you behold to the 
right the heights of Tcliouliou, which, after extending them- 
selves in undulating plateaux, fall somewhat abruptly towards 
tho Tchernaya below Tchorgoun, opposite the Piedmontese. 
These heights diminish opposite our centre, and starting from 
that point to the rocky sides ui the Mackenzie plateaux, there is 
a x)lain about three or four kilometres in width. It is by that 
plain thfit *the Mackenzic-road leads across the Tchernaya at 
Traktir Bridge, and, after passing through our pontoons, leads 
into the Balaklava plain. 

A strict watch was kepi all along our lines — the Turks, who 
occupy the hilly ground of Balaklava, were on the alert, and 
watched Alsou ; and General dAllonville, also put on his gum*d, 
doubled his vigilance in the high valley of Baidur. My mind 
was c^uite at rest, moreover, as regards the extreme right ; it is 
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one of those mountainous regions where it is impossible to 
manoeuvro large bodies oi men. The enemy could only make 
false demonstrations there — in fact, that is what occurred. In 
the night between the 15th and 16th of August, General 
d’Allonville notified that he had troops opposite him — but his 
attitude imposed upon the enemy, who attempted nothing on 
that side, and dared not attack him. During this time, the 
main body of the Itussian troops which had descended from the 
Mackenzie heights with the intention of debouching near Ai 
Todor, advanced, fevoured by night, on the Tchernaya ; to the 
right the 7th, 5th, and 12th divisions crossed the plain ; and to 
the left the 17th division, a portion of the 6th and the 4th, 
followed the plateau of Tchoulion. A strong body of cavalry 
and 160 pieces of artillery supported tlie infantry. 

A little before daybreak the advanced posts of the Sardinian 
army, placed as videttes as far as the heights of Tchouliou, fell 
biick, and announced that the enemy was advancing in con- 
siderable force. Shortly afterwai’ds, in fact, the Bnssians lined 
the heights of the right bank of the Tchernaya with heavy 
guns {pieces de position), and opened fire on us. 

General Hcrbillon, who commanded the French troops on this 
point, had made his arrangements for battle to the right of the 
Traktir-road. Faucheux’s division, with the 3rd battery of the 
12th artillery in the centre; his own division, with the 6th 
company of the 13th ; to the left, Camou's division, with the 
4th batteiy <)f the 13th. On his side, General De la Marmora 
had ranged his troops in order of battle. At the same time, 
General Morris’s fine division of Chasseurs d’Afriquo, speedily 
joined by General Scarlett’s numerous and valiant English 
cavalry, took up a position behind the hills of Kamara and 
Traktir. This cavalry was to take the enemy in flank, in case 
he should succeed in forcing a passage by one of the three outlets 
of Tchorgoun, or Traktir, or at the incline to the left of General 
Camou. * 

Colonel Porgeot, in command of the artillery of the Tcher- 
naya lines, kept six batteries of horse artillery, two of which 
belonged to the Imperial Guard, ready to act as a reserve. Six 
Turkish battalions of Osman Pasha’s army, led by Sefer Pasha, 
(!anie to lend us their assistance. Finally, I ordered forward 
Levaillant’s division of the 1st corps, Dulac’s division of the 
2nd corps, and the Imperial Guard, comprising reserves capable 
of remedying the most serious contretemps. The thick mist 
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which covered the depths of the Tchemaya, and the smoko of 
the cannonade which had just commenced, prevented us dis- 
tinguishing against which particular point the chief effort of 
the enemy would bo directed ; when, on our extreme left, the 7th 
Hussian division came tilt against Camou*s division. Keccived 
by the 50th of the line, the 3rd Zouaves, who charged them 
with the bayonet, and by the 82nd, which took them in flank, 
the enemy’s columns were compelled to make a demivolle to 
recross the canal, and could only escape the fire of our artillery 
by getting out of range to rally. That division did not appear 
again during the day. 

In the centre, the struggle was longer and more desperate. 
The enemy had sent two divisions (the 12th supported by the 
5th) against Traktir Bridge. Many of their column rushed 
at once upon the bridge, and the temporary passages they con- 
structed with ladders, pontoons, and m^iers. They then crossed 
the Tchernaya,the trench of oiur lines, and advanced bravely on our 
positions. But, assailed by Generals Faucheux and De Failly, 
these columns were routed, and the men recrossod the bridge 
occupied by the 95th, and were puraued beyond it by the 2nd 
Zouaves, the 97th of the line, and by a portion of the 10th 
battalion of Chasseurs a pied. 

However, while the artillery was roaring on both sides, the 
liussians re-formed their columns of attack, the mist had cleared, ' 
and their movements bccamo distinctly visible. Their 5tli 
division reinforced the 12th, which had just been engaged ; and 
the 17th was preparing to descend the heights of Tchouliou to 
support these two first divisions. 

General Herbillon'then ordered General Faucheux to be re- 
inforced by Cler’s Brigade, and gave the 73rd as a reservi* to 
General de Failly. Colonel Forgeot, moreov<n', placed four 
batteries of horse artillery in position, which gave him on this 
front a total of seven batteries to be brought to bear upon the 
assailing mas'ses. The result waa that the second attempt of the 
Bussians, in spite of its energetic character, proved of no avail 
against us ; and they were compelled to retreat with great loss. 

The 17th Russian division, which had come down throwing 
out large bodies of riiiemen as skirmishers, had no better 
success. Received with great resolution by General Cler’s 
Brigade, and by a half battery of the Imperial Guard, harassed 
on tlic left by the troops of Tretti’s Division, who pressed it 
closely, that division was compeliod to recross the Tchemaya, 
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tind to fall back behind the batteries of position which lined 
the heights from which it had started. 

From this moment, 9 a.m., the defeat sof the enemy was 
inevitable. Their long columns withdrew as fiist as they 
could, under the protection of a considerable body of cavaliy 
and artillery. 

For a moment I felt inclined to order a portion of the cavalry 
to charge and cut down the remnant of the 17th Bussian 
Division, between tbe Tchouliou and Tralctir bridges. Witli 
this object in view, I had prepared some squadrons of Chasseurs 
d’Aii'ique, who were joined by some Sardinian squaflrons, and 
by one of General Scarlett’s regiments, the 12th Lancers (from 
India) ; but the retreat of the liussians was so prompt that we 
could only have made a small number of prisoners, and this line 
cavalry might have been reached by some of the enemy’s 
batteries still in position ; 1 deemed it preferable not to expose 
it for so small a result. General De la Marmora did not, more- 
over, stand in need of this support boldly to retake the advanced 
positions wliich his small posts occupied on the heights of 
Tchouliou. 

At throe o’clock the whole of the enemy’s army had dis- 
appeared. The Division of the Guard and Dulac’s Division 
relieved the divisions engaged, as they stood in nerd of some 
rest. I sent back the first corps of Levaillaut’s Division, and 
the cavalry returned to its usual bivouack. This splendid 
action docs the greatest honour to the infantry, to the horse 
rrtillcry of the Garde, to that of the reserve, and to the artil- 
lery of divisions. I will shortly ask your Excellency to place 
before the Emperor the names of those who have deserved 
rewards, and to submit to the approbation of his Majesty those 
which I may have awarded in his name. Our losses are doubt- 
less to be regi'ettcd, but they are not in proportion to the results 
obtained, and to those we have inflicted upon the enemy. We 
have eight superior officers wounded, nine subaltern officers 
killed, and fifty- three wounded ; 172 non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers killed, 146 missing, and 116^ wounded. The 
Bussians have left 400 prisoners in our hands. The number of 
their killed may be estimated at more than 3000, and of their 
wounded at more than 6000, of which number 1626 men and 
thirty-eight ofiicers have been taken to our ambulances. Among 
the slain found by us arc the bodies of two generals, whose 
names I have not been able to ascertain. 

F 2 
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The Sardinian army, wliitjh fought bo valiantly at our side, 
has about 250 men hors de combat It indicted a much 
greater loss upon the enemy. One hundred prisoners, and about 
150 wounded, remain in its hands. 1 am sorry to announce to 
your Excellency that General De la Marmora has informed me 
that General Count de Montevecchio, whose character and talents 
he greatly appreciated, was killed gioiiously at the head of his 
brigade. 

I must point out to your Excellency the rapidity with which 
General Scarlett’s cavalry, placed at my disposal by General 
Simpson, came up. The martial appearance of these magnificent 
squadrons betrayed an impatience which the happy and prompt 
result of the battle did not allow me to gratify. 

The English and Sardinian position batteries, and the 
Turkish battery which Osman Pasha had sent to Alsou, fired 
with great precision and success. I thanked Osman Pasha for 
the jiromptitudc with which he sent me six Turkish battalions 
under Sefer Pasha (General Koscielzki), four of which during 
the day occupied the passage near Tchorgoun. 

E'othing remarkable took place during the day on the Sebas- 
topol side. General De Salles and Bosquet were, however, pre- 
pared to drive back with energy any attack of the besieged. 
I send your Excellency with this report the copy of the plan for 
the battle of the 16th, found upon the body of a Kussian 
General, supposed to be General Bead, who commanded the 
enemy's right, and was especially entrusted with the attack on 
Traktir Bridge. 

I am, &c., Ac., 

Pelissieb, 

Cominander-in-Chicf. 

As this battle really decHedf the fall of the place, inasmuch 
as it enabled the AUies to continue without fear of molestation 
the armament of those tremendous batteries, which would have 
annihilated the whole forces of Russia inside tho walls of Sebas- 
topol, it may not be uninteresting to add the despatches of General 
Simpson, who was late on the field, and of General De la Mar- 
mora, who took an active part in directing the operations of the 
Sardinians on this memorable day. General Simpson wrote as 
follows 

Before ^Sebastopol, August is. 

My Lobd, — In my despatch of the I'lth instant, I informed 
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your lor'dsliip that I had reason to believe that the Russiaus would 
attempt by a vigorous attack to force us to raise the siege. 

This they endeavoured to do on the morning of the IGtli, hut 
the result was most glorious to those of the Allied troops who 
!iad the good fortune to he engaged. 

The action commenced before daylight, by a heavy column of 
Russians, under the command of General Liprandi, and composed 
of the 6th and 17th Divisions, with the 4th and 7th Divisions 
in reserve, attacking the advanced posts of the Sardinians. 

The ground occupied by them is on commanding hills on the 
right of the position, on the left bank of the Souhaia river, 
wlicro it forms its junction with tho Tchemaya, with two 
advanced posts on the opposite side. These were held with very 
determined gallantry for a considerable time, hut being separated 
from their supports by tho river, and not having the protection 
of artillery, they were compelled to leave the most advanced one. 

About tho same time, the 5th and 12th Divisions, to which 
was added a portion of the 17th, advanced against tho bridge of 
Traktir, held by one battalion of French infantry of the lino, who 
were for a short time obliged to yield and fall back upon the 
main supports ; with these, however, they quickly retook the 
bridge at tho point of the bayonet. 

Again the Russians attacked with persevering courage, and 
were enabled to follow up their advantage by gaining the 
heights which rise precipitously on each side of the road ; their 
success was but momentary — Qiey were driven back across the 
river, leaving the ground covered with dead and wounded. 

The Russian General, in no way daunted by the failure of his 
two attempts, ordered a second column, of equal force to tho 
first, to attack ; they advanced with such impetuosity, covered 
by tho fire of their numerous artillery, that a third time the 
bridge was carried, and the heights aWo it crowned, but they 
were again repulsed, and retir^ in great concision into the 
plain, followed by the bayonets of our gallant Allies. 

The General Officer who commanded the Russian column, and 
who is supposed to be General Bead, was killed, and in his pos- 
session was found the orders for the battle, signed by Prince 
Gortschakoff, who commanded in person. 

From these it would appear that it was a most determined 
attempt to force us to raise the siege. Had they succeeded, 
Balaklava was to have been attacked by one portion of their 
army, whilst the heights on which we now are, were to have 
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been stc»rmed with the other ; at the earae time a vigorous sortie 
was to have been made from the town on the French works on 
our extreme left, from the Quarantine, and another on the works 
on our extreme right on Mount Sapoune. 

The action which I have endeavoured to describe is most 
glorious to the arms of the French and Sardinian troops. To 
meet the force of the Russians, llio former had but 12, GOO 
infantry, and four batteries of artillery engaged ; the latter had 
10,000 men in position, 4600 actually engaged, and twcnty-lbur 
pieces of cannon. 

The Russian force consisted of from 50,000 to 60,000 men, 
with 160 pieces of artillery, and cavalry to the amount of 6000. 

This disparity of numbers will readily explain to your lord- 
ship the diffic^ty that would have been experienced, had an 
attempt been made to follow up the advantage by a piu’suit. 
The Russian retreat, moreover, was protected by the fire from 
idle heavy guns in position on the Mackenzie heights. 

The loss sustained by the Russians is estimated at between 
5000 and 6000 men, including 600 prisoners, whilst on the part 
of the Allies it does not amount to more than 1000 men. 

This brilliant affair has caused the greatest delight amongst 
the ranks of the allied army ; and while it adds fresh lustre to 
the gallant achievements of the French arms, it is with the 
utmost pleasure that 1 have to record the intrepid conduct and 
gallant bearing of the Sardinian troops, under General Ge la 
Marmora, who have for the first time met, conquered, and shed 
their blood against our common enemy, who is now disturbing 
the peace of Europe. 

Captain Mowbray’s battery of 32-pounder howitzers was 
placed in advance with the Sardinian troops, and did most excel- 
lent service in preventing the advance of the enemy’s artillcr}^ 

Our cavalry, under LieotenanMenend Sir J, Scarlett, KC.B., 
was placed in the plain of Lalal^aTa, prepared to take advan- 
tage of any circumstance that might present itself, but the 
opportunity did not arise for calling upon their services. 

1 regret that I am unable to give a more detailed account of 
the part perfonned by the Sardinians, as up to this time 1 have 
not received General De k Marmora’s report. 

1 have, dec., 

James Simfsok, 

General Commanding. 


The Lord Panmicre, <£v. Jbe, ACm 
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Beforb Sebastopol j August 18^ 

Mt Loeb, — General Peli'ssicr having announced to me, that 
the batteries against the MalakhofF and a^'acent works were 
prepared to open fire, arrangements were made, that a steady 
fire should be commenced yesterday morning against those 
works and the Kedan. 

This continued throughout the day, and the effect produced 
was as much as was anticipated. The Eussian fire, which at 
first answered briskly, became by the evening leeble. In the 
afternoon a shell from one of our mortar batteries ignited and 
caused the explosion of a great number of shells in one of the 
enemy’s batteries, doing apparently much damage. 

1 regret to have to report the deaths of Captain Oldfield, of 
the Eoyal Artillery, and Commander Hammet, of the Eoyal 
Navy, amongst the number of casualties caused by the fire of 
yesterday. Major C. S. Henry, of the Eoyal Artillery, received 
a severe wound, and has had his right arm amputated ; he is, 1 
am rejoiced to add, doing well. 

1 enclose the list of casualties. 

I have, Ac., 

James Simpson, 

Goneral Commanding. 

Tlie Lord Panmim}, Ac. Ac. Ac. 


Befobe Sebastopol, August 21. 

My Lobb, — ^In my despatch of the 18th instant, 1 was unable 
to give as detailed an account of the part taken by the Sardinian 
troops, in the battle of the Tohernaya, as 1 could have wished. 
1 have since received General La Marmora’s r^rt, of which I 
have now the honour to send you a copy. 

The killed and wounded of the Eusnan anny exceed, if any- 
thing, the number I originally stated. An armistice was grant^, 
to enable the enemy to bury the dead, and vast quantities were 
carried away. 

The fire fiom't&e batteries of the Allies has been very effective, 
and the result attained has been sofibieDt to enable the works 
against the plaoe to progress satisfiustorily. 

I beg to enclose the list of casualties to the 19tli instant. 

Major M*Gowan, 93rd Highlanders, who was reported by me as 
missing, in my despatch of the 11th August, 1 have since ascer- 
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tained was attacked whilst posting his sentries in advance of tlio 
trenches, wounded severely, and made prisoner. 

1 have, (&c., 

James Simpson, 

General Commanding. 

The Lord PanmurOt Ac. Ac. Ac. 


[Translation."] 

Sardinian Army.— Head-Quarters op the Expeditionary 
Forces in the East, Kadiroi, Auyu&t 17. 

Sib, — The interest which you are so kind as to evince in 
every thing relating to the Sardinian Expeditionary Army makes 
it imperative upon me to inform your Excellency of the share 
taken by the troops under my command in the engagement on 
the Tchernaya yesterday. 

Upon receiving the report of Colonel Dessaint, attached to 
the French head-quarters, whidi you were good enough to com- 
municate to me on the evening of the day before yesterday, and 
by which we were led to expect very shortly an attack on iho 
line of the Tchernaya, 1 at once gave orders that my troops 
should be under arms yesterday morning at an earlier hour than 
usual. 

At break of day our outposts stationed on the Mamclon 
which commands Teborgoun were enveloped in a well-sustained 
fire of artillery, which proceeded from three batteries posted 
opposite to the breastworks by which our outposts were covered, 
and on the two Mamelons further to the right, which form the 
two banks of the Souliou. They were at the same time 
vigorously charged by three Bussian columns, which came on 
with fixed bayonets, and attacked our breastworks in front and 
rear. The men composing these^columns carried ladders with 
them to scale the parapets, i'he preconcerted «ignal of alarm 
was immediately given ; and \}ie troops took up the positions 
which had been assigned to them in anticipation of tliis attack. 

I begged his Excellency Hosman Pasha to bring up the 
Tui'kish troops which were stationed furthest oif; and 1 ordered 
the 4th battalion of Bifien.en (Bersaglieri) to the support of our 
outposts, which only consishd of three companies, in order that 
these latter might be enabled to hold their ground as long as 
possible, and thus give us time to complete our arrongemeuts. 

Attacked in the rear by the enemy’s aHillery, and charged by 
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three columns of infantry, the outposts, after an hour's firing, 
fell back, the reinforcements I had sent to them greatly facili- 
tating theit retreat. 

At the same time I made every effort to silence the enemy's 
guns. In this endeavour I was assisted by the Turkish field- 
pieces from Alsou, and by the English battery, with which you 
were good enough to reinforce us. Several of the enemy's am- 
munition wagons exploded between seven and eight o'clock. 

In the mean time the Bussians had stationed fresh batteries 
near the centre of their position, and had opened a most effective 
fire of artillery on the t6te-de-pont at Traktir, and on the French 
positions on our left. A column of infantry, under cover of this 
lire, attacked the Mamelon, which formed the extreme right of 
(lencriil d’Herbillon's division. The first column had crossed 
the Tchemaya, and surmounted the steep ascent of the Mamelon 
in spite of the fire of the tirailleurs, when it was vigorously 
attacked by the French troops in support, and hmded back, 
broken and disordered, into the Tchemaya. 

As I considered, from the subsequent dispositions of the 
enemy’s forces, that he only intended to ^nake a demonstration of 
artillery before our position, while he concentrated his infantiy 
chiefly on the extreme right of the Third Division (Faucher's), 
on which point a second column was now advancing, I ordered 
a portion of my 6th Brigade, under the command of General 
Mallard, to niarcl^ to the support of the right wing of the 
French, and I posted two of our batteries in a position from 
whence they could maintain an oblique fire upon the Bussians. 
At the same time I requested the English cavalry to move 
down into the plain to be in readiness to charge. I had given 
similar orders to my own cavalry. 

When the soldiers of my 6th Brigade arrived at the Mamelon 
they found that the enemy’s attack had been already repulsed ; 
but the fire of the two batteries of the 2nd Division (Troths) 
appeared to do great execution on the 2nd Russian column, 
which, checked in front by the French troops, and harassed in 
the rear by the fire of our batteries and the musketry of our bat- 
talions, fell back in the greatest disorder. I then ordered some 
of our battalions to advance under cover of the Riflemen (Ber- 
saglieri), but I was requested to countermand this movement. 

The enemy rcpuls^ at all points commenced his retreat. 
One column, which appeared to me to consist of a divisio9, 
retreated by the valley of the Souliou. Another division, tho 



74 


LINE OF THE TCHEENATA. 


one wHch had attacked our outposts and the French right in 
the morning, fell hack upon the zig-zag Mamelon; while a 
third division followed the road which leads to Mackenzie’s 
farm. 

1 took advantage of this state of things to re-occupj with my 
troops the zig-zag Mamelon; in which design 1 succeeded perfectly, 
in spite of the imposing force which the enemy still retained on that 
point. In the mean time, three battalions of Turkish troops ad- 
vanced into the Valley of Tchorgoun, to replace the battalion of 
Cialdini’s brigade, which was occupying the heights of Karlookn. 

Later in the day, 1 crossed the Tchemaya with four squa- 
drons, and marching in a parallel line with the zig-zag Mamelon, 
came upon the old Russian redoubt, whence 1 could easily dis- 
cciTi, at a little distance before us, a very fine array of regular 
cavalry, supported by horse artillery. It was distributed in 
twelve separate bodies, and must have been composed of at least 
fifty squadrons. This cavalry did not fall back on Mackenzie 's- 
Toad till the whole of the infantry and artillery had effected their 
retreat. 

The losses sustained ly our troops, a portion only of whom 
was engaged, were very inconsiderable. They amount to 
about two hxmdred men placed hors de combat ; and 1 impute 
the fact of our not having lost more men mainly to the 
works with which we fortified onr position, and to the batteries 
of heavy guns which you were so obliging as to lend us for their 
defence. It is, however, my painful duty to announce to your 
Excellency that Count* Montevecchio, the Genial commanding 
the 4th Brigade, is mortally wounded ; a ball passed through 
hie chest. 

Pray accept, General, the assurance of my high consideration. 

The General Commanding-in-Cliief the 
Sarumiao Expeditionary Forces, 
(Signed) La Mabmoiu. 

Ta hU ExctKHency the General 

Commanding- in ■‘Chief the 

English Army. 


The battle had been raging for an hoar ere I reached the line 
of the French works at Fedukhine. From the high grounds 
o^r which I had to ride, the whole of the battle-field was 
marked out by rolling columns of smoke, and the irregular 
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tbibk puffs of the artillery. All our cavalry camps were de- 
serted ; but the sun played on the helmets and sabres of the 
solid squadrons, which were drawn up about two miles in 
advance, and just in rear of the line of hills which the French 
and Sardinians were defending, so as to be ready to charge the 
Eussians, should they force the position. The French cavalry, 
chasseurs, hussars, and two regiments of dragoons, were on our 
left. Our light and our heavy cavalry brigades were formed 
in two heavy masses, supported by artillery in the plain behind 
the second Fedukhinc hillock, and seemed in splendid case, and 
eager for the fray.** The allies hid, in fact, not less than 6000 
very fine cavalry that day in the field, bnt they were held in 
check, “for fear ** of the artillery, which there is no doubt they 
could have captured, in addition to many thousands of prisoners, 
if handled by a Seidlitz or a Murat. But the French general 
would not permit a charge to be executed, though French and 
English cavalry leaders were alike eager for it, and so thia 
noble force was rendered inefiective. 

Having passed by the left of the cavalry, I gained the sido 
of the hill just as a large body of French troops crowned it at 
the pas dmhUi deployed and at once charged down towarda 
the aqueduct, where a strong column of Eussians, protected by 
a heavy fire of artillery on the crest of the ridge, were making 
good their ground against the exhausted French. This new 
regiment attacking them with extraordinary impetuosity on the 
flank, literally swept the Eussians like flies into the aqueduct,, 
or rolled them headlong down its steep banks ; and at the same 
moment a French battery on my xi^t, belonging, I think, to 
the Imperial Guards, opened on the shattered crowd with grape, 
and tore them into atoms. This column was the head, so to< 
speak, of the second attack on the lines, and emerging tlirough 
the flying mass, another body of Bussian infantry, with levelled 
bayonets, advanced with great steadiness towards the aqueduct 
oncembre. As far as the eye could see towards the right, 
the flat caps and grey coats were marching towards the allied 
position, or detaching themselves from the distant reserves, 
which were visible here and there concealed amid the hills. 
As the French battery opened, a Eussian battery was detaclied 
to answer it, and to draw off their fire ; but our gallant alliea 
took their pounding with great gallantry and coolness, and 
were not diverted for a moment from their business of dealing: 
with the infantry column, the head which was completely 
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knocked to pieces in two minutes. Then the officers halted 
it, and tried in vain to deploy them— the column, wavering 
and wriggling like a great serpent, began to spread out from 
the further extremity like a fan, and to retreat towards tlio 
rear. Another crashing volley of grape, and they are Hying 
over the plain. And now there breaks high over all the 
roar of battle, some new thxmder. Those are the deep angry 
voices of the great English heavy battery of IS-pounders and 
32-pounder howitzers, under Mowbray, which search out the 
reserves. These guns were placed far away on my right, near 
the Sai'dinians, and it is acknowledged by all that tlu'y did 
good service this eventful day. The advance I had just wit- 
nessed was the last effort of the enemy. Their infantry rolled 
in confused masses over the plain on the other side of the 
Tchernaya, was pursued by the whole lire of the French 
batteries and of the 8-inch English liowitzcrs in the Sardininii 
redoubt, and by a continuous and well-directed fusillade, till 
they were out of range. Their deftjat was announced by 
the advance of their cavalry, and by the angry volleys of 
their artillery against the positions of the allies. Their 
cavalry, keeping out of range, made a very fair show, with 
lances, and standards, and sabres shining brightly — but beyond 
that they did nothing — and, indeed, they could do nothing, 
as wo did not give them a chance of action. The Eussians 
were supported by guns, but they did not seem well placed, 
nor did they occupy a good position at any time of the light. The 
infantry formed in square blocks in the rear of' this force, and 
then began to file off towards the Mackenzie-road, and the 
French rocket batteiy opened on them from the plateau, and, 
strange to say, reached them several times. It was about 
eight o’clock when their regular retreat commenced, and the 
English cavalry and artillery began to retire also at that hour 
to their camps, much disconte«.ted, because they had had no 
larger share in the honours of the day. 

The, march of the Eussians continued till late in the day— 
their last column gained the plateau about two o’clock. It 
must have been a terrible march for them — not a drop of water 
to be had ; and even when they gained their arid camp it is only 
too probable that they had nothing to drink; indeed, the 
prisoners told us, the men were encouraged to the attack by 
being told that if they gained, the Tchernaya they would have 
abundance of water— the greatest inducement that could be held 
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out to them. I rode down towards the t^te-de-pont. In order 
to get a good view of tho retreat, I descended to the bridge, 
v/hich was covered with wounded men. Just as I gained the 
centre of it, a volley of shells was pitched right upon it, 
and amid tho French, who, with their usual humanity, were 
helping the wounded. Some burst in the shallow stream, the 
sides of which were crowded with wounded men — others killed 
1 ) 001 * wretches who were crawling towards the water — one in 
particular, to whom 1 had just an instant before thrown a 
sandwich ; others knocked pieces out of tho bridge or tore up 
the causeway. As the road was right in the line of fire, I at 
once turned off the bridge, and pulling sharp round, dashed 
under an arch just as the battery opened on us a second time, 
and tlicre I remained for about ten minutes, when tho Russians 
seemed ashamed of tliemselves, and gave us a respite for a few 
moments. The next time they fired was with round shot ; and 
as 1 retreated up the road, to obtain shelter behind one of 
tho hills, one of these knocked a wounded Zouave to pieces 
before my eyes. In the rear of the hill there was a party of 
about 500 Russian prisoners en bivouac. Many of them were 
wounded; Jill were war-worn, dirty, ill -clad, some in rags, 
others almost bootless. The French s^^ntries who guarded them 
seemed to commiserate the poor fellows, but* two or three of 
their own officers, who sat apart, did not look at them, but 
smoked their cigars with gi'cat nonchalance, or talked glibly to 
the Fi*ench officers of the fortune of war, &c. 

In a short time I returned to the pont, rfnd saw General 
Simpson and a few staff-officers descending from the Sardinian 
position, whence they had watched the battle. They were on their 
way to head-quarters, but Captain Colville, always of an 
inquiring turn of mind, turned back with me, and we rode over 
the bridge. The French were, however, obdurate, and would 
not let us cross the tdte-de-ponl^ as we were en pleuri portae of 
tho guns posted behind a white scarp on a hillock on the opposite 
side. We could see that the Sardinians had recovered their old 
ground, and occupied the height fVom which their advanced 
posts were driven early in the day. Further, we could see tho 
Russian cavalry, but the great mass of infantry was in full 
retreat ; and at nine o'clock the road to Mackenzie farm was 
thronged with a close column of thirsty, foot -sore, beaten 
Russians. The aspect of the field, of the aqueduct, and of tho 
river, w^s horrible beyond description ; — the bodies were closely 
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packed in parties, and lay in files two and three deep, where the 
grape had torn through the columns. For two days the bodies 
rotted on the ground which lay beyond the French lines, and 
the first Russian burying party did not come down till tho 
18th, when the stench was so very great, that the men could 
scarcely perform their loathsome task. Read died early in the 
battle ; and the Russians lost every ofiicer in command of an 
attacking column. Their total loss was, we estimated, at from 
12,000 to 15,000 men. 


CILA.PTER IX. 

Effects of three days' fire— Knmonrs of an assault-^Preparations — Supe- 
riority of the English fire over that of the French — Loss sustained by 
the English during the bombardment — Rumoured discontent among 
the Russians — Questions put by the prisoners taken at the 'I'cheruaya — 
Russian loss — Altered appearance of the Redan and the Malakhoff — 
Clever plan of the Naval Brigade — Rumours of another attack on the 
line of the Tcheruaya — Tlic French soon make themselves at home— 
Unfair promotion — Arrivals — Indisposition of Sir Harry .Tones — The 
French and Russians open a furious lire — Rapid turn-out of the troops 
—Fruitless efforts of tho Russians to throw shot into the English camp. 

• Camp before Sebastopol, August 20. 

The firo which opened at daybreak on Friday continued the 
whole of Saturday and yesterday, but slackened this morn- 
ing by order. I should not wonder if* it were to bo again in- 
creased to-nigbt; in order to favour the progress of tho French 
works. This has already been considerable, and the French 
seem duly sensible of the service our cannonado has rendered 
them. It has enabled them, 1 heard a French officer say on 
Saturday evening, to do in four hours what they previously ' 
could not have done in fifteen days. 1 believe that the three 
days* fire has enabled them to do what they otherwise would 
probably never have done. Their foremost parallel, which had 
been begun at the two ends, could not be completed, owing to 
its near prpximity to the Malakhoif. As soon as a gabion was 
put up, a storm of projectiles ,was hurled against it and the 
working party. This difiii^ulty has now been surmounted, and 
the extremities are connected. 1 understand that good progress 
was made last night, and tliat they arc enlarging the trench so 
as to admit of its containing more men. Opinions are divided 
as to the plan of attack that will be observed. "Some tjiink that 
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^thout pushing their works beyond the point at which they 
have now arrived, the French will give the assault ; and a report 
is prevalent in our camp that a llritish division (the Light, it is 
rumoured) will share with them the peril and honour. Others 
suppose tliat they will sap up to the Malakhoff itself, blow up 
the parapet, and assault amid the confusion consequent on the 
explosion. All this is mere conjecture. As hu* as 1 have had 
opportunity of observing, I think the French incline to the latter 
plan. On the other hand, the distance is now so greatly re- 
duced — is, indeed, so very short — ^between the French trenches 
and the Eussian defences, that a vigorous assault ought to 
succeed, unless, indeed, the more desponding anticipations that I 
have heard indulged in, as to the impregnability of the internal 
defences of the MalaJ^hoff, shoiild be even more than realized. 
At the same time, wo must not bo misled as to the probablo 
amount of resistance by the fact that, since the first day of the 
bombardment, the Eussian fire from the Malakhoff, and, indeed, 
from 2 ill parts of their line, has been weak, as if their guns had 
been silenced by ours, and that the works a^jpear to have 
sufierod considerable damage. Mute though tlie Malakhoff may 
be, it would not be surprising if, were we to assault to-day, our 
storming parties should find that every gun could still speak 
loud enough. The dearly-bought experience of the 18th of 
June must not be thrown away. On the other hand, our fire 
lias been both severe and well directed. That of the French 
has been partial, and much less strong ; and this has excited a 
good deal of comment and conjecture : some saying that there 
has been a misunderstanding, and that the French did not know 
they were expected to back us with their batteries. It is im- 
probable, however, that there lias been any mistake. Persons 
there may be — ^perhaps themselves too hasty and impetuous — 
disposed to tax General Simpson with over-great deliberation ; 
but he is generally admitted to be a safe man, not likely to fall 
into misunderstandings ; and one who would be quite sure of 
what was to he done before attempting to do it. He certainly 
keeps his own counsel extremely well, and nothing has transpired 
of the plan which it is presumed he has formed for serious opera- 
tions at a very early date. 

Our loss during the bombardment has not been heavy. It 
was incurred chiefly on Frtday, since which day no officers have 
been hit, to tho best of my knowledge, and not many men. For 
hours together, the Eussian fire has been very slack, an occa« 
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Bional shot here and there. They seem to consider it a point of 
honour to go off in gi’eat style on the first day; after whicli they 
run their guns behind the parapets, cover them with sand-bags, 
and allow us to blaze away without making frequent reply. There 
are repoi*ts that their men fight ver}' unwillingly, and that there is 
great difficulty in getting them forward. This did not appear to 
be the case with those who fought the uth«r day at the Tchernaya, 
but they were well primed with brandy, and, moreover, com- 
prised divisions that had just arrived. Many of the battalions 
who attacked that day, had not been into Sebastopol at all. So 
at least we learn from the prisoners. That those who have 
long been defending the place should be discouraged would not 
be surprising, but the chief evidence we have is furnished by a 
Polish officer, who came over a day or two ago. Some of the 
prisoners taken at the Tchernaya are said to have inquired what 
had been the result of the attack on our trenches, and, on hear- 
ing that none had been made, to have expressed their surprise, 
as one had been intended simultaiuiously with that upon our 
right on the ICth inst. It is believed or supposed, that the un- 
willingness of the troops prevented the intended co-operation 
wliich was to have been in the shape of a sortie against our right 
and left attiick. All these conjectures, suppositions, and beliefs, 
must be taken for what they may be worth, wliich is often little 
enough. It would not be at all surprising, certainly, if the 
Russians w^re discouraged, heartily wearied of their protracted 
defence, in which they gain no ground, nor have the least chance 
of gaining any, for our position is really impregnable, and so 
they must begin to consider it, after the severe repulse of their 
recent attack on what probably they considered one of its weakest 
points. To return, however, to our own loss in the three days* 
bombardment. The information I have obtained convinces mo 
that it does not exceed 2(X),or, utmost 250 men ho7's decomhat 
beyond the usual average dauy loss in the trenches. This is* 
ver}’^ little, especially if wc bear in mind that the Kussian firo 
on the first day was really extremely violent. As to other 
damage, one or two batteries of our left attack suffered a little, 
as I told you in my last ; our right scarcely anytliing. As 
regards the enemy, we n ay reasonably hope, without reckon- 
ing too confidently, that we have punished him pretty severely. 
Although earthworks take a deal of hammering before they 
show its marks, both the lledan and Malakhoff present a very 
battered appearance. Wc have, of course, no means of ascer- 
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taiiiing the Kussian loss of men. It is believed they sustamed 
a very considerable one on Saturday night. Their fire became 
extremely brisk on that evening. Our people kept up the 
musketry against the proper right and the curtain of the 
Malakhoff to protect the French workmen, and shells and 
bouquets of shells were flying all along the lines from right to 
left — very pretty to look at, but unpleasant to meet. The night 
was dark, and the only light, save that of the burning fuse.s 
which crossed each other in carves against the black sky, and 
that of the flashes from the rifles, proceeded from some carcasses 
which the French tlircw from time to time, in order to see what 
the enemy was about. .The Russians were numerous in the 
Redan, intending a sortie, and I believe some of them did 
venture out, but they were received with such volleys from tho 
(Jaarries that they quickly retired ; and then our battencs threw 
into the Redan a shower of shells, which must have had a 
murderous effect among the throng of Muscovites. The affair 
was brief ; the volleys of musketry were very sharp indeed, and 
were taken up, more or less, along the whole line. There was 
also extremely heavy firing on the left. Altogether the evening 
was an exciting one, and the consumx:>tion of ammunition must 
liave been considerable. 

At sunset on Saturday evening a party of the Naval Brigade, 
commanded by Lieutenant Gough, dragged a 68-pounder up to 
No. 11 battery left attack. Jack hauled away with his usual 
good-will and alacrity. The Russians fired at him as he went 
up, but ho reached the battery without casualty, and the gun 
vvas put in position. The next morning trial was made of it 
ill tho presence of Captain Keppel, and it was found to bear 
perfectly on the mole-head and on tho bridge across the 
creek. The mole-head is a sort of landing-place at the left- 
hand corner of the creek, where it enters the main harbour, 
and is used by the Russians to land their stores from the 
opiiosite side. They will be obliged to land them elsewhere in 
lislure. 

1 understand that the Russians have been observed moving 
about the heights beyond the valley of tho Tchernaya, and it 
would not be surprising if another attempt were made ere 
long. They will find us all prepared — the English army full 
of fight, the French and Sardinians elated with their recent 
iriumph, and the last animated with that additional confidence 
t.'hich the consciousness of having behaved gallantly and proved 
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themselves vrorthy of their allies cannot fail to give them. The 
conviction that we shall render a very handsome account of the 
Eussians whenever they think fit to attack us does not prevent 
our taking proper precautions, and preparing for their reception. 
The whole of the French Imperial Guard, which was away to the 
left, where it could be of no use, was yesterday marched over to 
this plateau, and encamped beyond the French semaphore, and 
all along the slightly elevated ridge that ovwlooks the valley of 
the Tchernaya. I do not know the numerical strength of either 
the infantry or artillery of the Guard, but they form a very 
largo body of men, and fine-looking soldiers they are. There 
are nine regiments of infantry and some battalions of Chasseurs, 
which compose a strong force ; but 1 did not see them march 
up, and opinions vary so much here, that even some French 
officers whom I asked would not venture an estimate of their 
numbers. I walked round the edge of the plateau yesterday 
afternoon, and they were all snugly established, and had set up 
their kitchens, composed of a few fragments of rock and big 
stones, and, while some strolled about picking up the scanty 
sticks and roots for fuel, others skimmed the memnites, some of 
which omitted an extremely savoury odour. The French «ro 
certainly famous fellows for settling themselves dowu in an 
instant, and making themselves at home wherever tluy may ho 
placed. 

The vacancy occasioned by the death of Commander ITam- 
met, of the “ Albion,’* is filled up, I understand, by the pro- 
motion of Lieutenant Pasley, of tlio “ Eoyal Albert,” who is 
thus put over the heads of at least five or six lieutenants of tlic 
Naval Jlrigade, lieutenants of ten years’ standing, or even more, 
and who liave now passed eight months in the trenches and b('(*n 
in four bomhai'dments. This needs no comment from mo ; but 
it jnay he thought to require exfdanation from those who ordain 
aud sanction a system of prei^rence, which, to persons uninitiated 
in the mysteries of naval promotion, must seem unjust. In one 
point of view, it is an invidious task to draw public attention 
•such cases as this; but it should always be understood that no 
slur is intended to be cast on the person ]>rcfcrred. Lieutenant 
Pasley may be a most mtivitorious oflicer, but one naturally feels 
curious to become acquainted with the services that entitle him 
to walk over his seniors, who for two-thirds of a year have been 
engaged in actual and severe warfare, have been decimated 
by Enssian shot, and *have taken their full sliaro of hardships 
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probably unparalleled in the history of war since the campaign 
of 1H13. 

Major Henry, of the Artillery, who lost his arm the other 
(lay, is, I am happy to say, going on very fevourably. Major 
Napier, of tlie Land Transport Corps, is gone home on sick 
leave. A cargo of ice has arrived for the hospitals, and ten tons 
aie to be brought ujJ for each division of the army. The 
“ Simoom** has amved with 420, and the “ Barrackpore** with 
3(W), of the Army Working Corps. These 720 men form the 
bulk of the corps, and will immediately proceed to work under 
the direction of the chief Bui)erintcndciit, Mr. Doyiie. They are 
to repair the railw’ay (‘‘ re-make’* would be a suitable word as 
regards a great part of it), and construct a road from head-quarters 
to Halaklava. Sir llaiTy Jones has also ordered that they 
should take the direction of the supply of urater for the camp. 
It is to be hoped they will find means of increasing it, and also 
of causing a portion of it to flow to an easier distance than that 
at which some of us are compelled to seek it. Sir Harry Jones 
lias been suffering severely from sciatica, but is now much 
hetU'r. 

Jitffuat 21. 

Yesterday aflcrnoon, between five and six o’clock, the whole 
of tlio French batteries on the left suddenly opened a furious fire, 
to which the Ilussians warmly replied. General Pelissier, in his 
open carriage, with his aides-de-camp and usual hussar ('scort, 
liasKcd through the English camp and went up to Cathcart’s-hill. 
The tire lasted until nightfall, and then diminished. During 
the night there was not much firing. At midnight it had 
almost ceased, and one saw but au occasional shell in the air. 
At two A.M. orders came for our army to turn out. This was 
rapidly done ; the troops moved to the front, to their usual posi- 
tions in su(jh ca.scs, and remained there until daylight. It is 
now very early in the morning, and I have not yet been able to 
ascertain the motives of the alerte. It appears, however, that 
the French turned out before we had orders to do so, and that 
tlicn a line of tekjgrapliic light's was observed in the Russian 
positions, commencing at Sebastopol, and running along the 
Jnkermaim heights. It is said that tlie French got under arms 
in consequence of observing a Russian force in motion on the 
heights in question. Various rumours are abroad as to its 
object, but none that appear to mo worth repeating. From the 
present aspect of aifairs, and notably from tlio change of place of 
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the Imperial Guard* it seems probable that the French will 
operate particularly on the Tchernaya line, where they the other 
day achieved so brilliant a success, and that the English will 
form the main force to .be opposed to an attack proceeding from 
the town. The result of the action of the Tchernaya ought to 
convince the Eussian commanders that it is in vain for them to 
assume the aggressive ; but the arrival of fresh troops doubtless 
inspires them with new hopes. Some believe that* disheartened 
by the protracted siege and hopeless of the allies desisting &oin 
it, they are likely to stake everything on a desperate coup. To 
this is to be opposed the opinions of the less sanguine, who 
doubt that the b^ieged sufler so much, in various ways, as has 
been reported, who think that their determination is unshaken, 
and the MalakhoiF not to be taken. Betvteen the two opinions 
it is safest to steer a middle course. 

12 O’CLOCK. 

The object of the French in opening fire on the left is still a 
mystery in our camp, even> in very high quarters. With 
respect to the turn-out this morning, it appears that the French 
gave us warning. The Bussians were seen assembling towards 
the right, apparently with a view of attacking the same posi- 
tions from which th^ were repulsed on the 16th. They threw 
up some rockets as signals, and retired. It is to be presumed 
that they expected to catch us napping, and, on finding them- 
selves mistaken, thought proper to abandon their design. 

The enemy continues to throw shot at our camp, but they 
fall short or on the* outskirts, and the damage they do is so 
trilling as not to be wortli the ammunition expended. Yester- 
day evening, during the firing on the left, they threw up 
several to Cathcart*s-hill. They are fired from an immense 
distance (the Garden Battery, it is believed), and of course at a 
great elevation. The soldier^ amuse themselves with digging 
them out of the ground, into which they plunge to a considerable 
depth. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Siege operations in the ascendant — The Tchemaya an ol:ject of interest to 
curiosity hunters — Their perseverance in carrying off relics — The 
struggle on the Tchemaya — Its sanguinary character — The Russians 
lired upon thCir own men — Three Russian general officers found upon 
the field — Operations of the Russian army directed from St. Petersburg 
— The demonstration towards Baidar — Various speculations — The 
Turks — Reports — Omar Pasha said to be going to Asia, and Erzeroum 
captured by the Russians — General commendation of the behaviour of 
the Sardinian troops in the recent battle — Their admirable coolness 
and self-possession — The note of preparation — Probable results of a 
Russian attack — The captu^ of the south side would enable us to 
operate in the field — Splendid condition of the troops. 

Gamp of the Allied Armies on the Tchernata, August 21. 
Since the affair of the 16tli we, on our part, have again re- 
lapsed into the former routine way. The Russians have 
vanished from all sides, and the siege operations have again 
monopolized, in great measure, the interest which the Tchemaya 
line had attracted for one moment. There was, indeed, a report 
that the Russians had an intention of renewing their attack, 
but that^the opening of the new batteries next morning upset 
their* plans, as they apprehended some operation of the aUies 
from that side. 

The Tchemaya has become, in consequence 6f the late attack, 
a point of attraction for all cariosity-seeking persons, whose 
name is legion, in the allied armies. Officers and soldiers, 
although numerous enough, are few in proportion to the mer- 
chant sailors, suttlers from Balaklava and Kamiesch, and other 
nondescript camp followers, who form a class of themselves, and 
are as sure to appear after an action is over as vultures are. 
Everything is acceptable. They have little chance of getting 
hold of medals, amulets, crosses, and other more valuable spoil, 
for tliese disappear marvellously ; but they are not particular. 
The greatest mania seems to prevail for muskets — ^nevertheless, 
cartridge boxes, riflemen’s swords, bayonets, Ac. are iakenfaute 
de mieux. But the getting of the arms is not always the most 
difficult part of the business, it is the getting them away, for 
tliere arc gendarmes prowling about who confiscate all arms, 
whether paid for or not, as, according to the regulations of the 
French army, they ought to bo collected on the battle-field by 
the Ai-tillery— a thing which is never done. There were some 
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excellent rifles, with sword-bayonets, which were in great 
request ; they were, as all valuable things usually are, picked 
up mostly by the Zlouaves, who certainly had the best right to 
them, liaving won them by their bravery. The Zouaves sold 
them, and the gendarmes took them away again, leaving the 
purchaser free to single out the Zouave who sold the rifle, and 
to get back his purchase-money. 

The more the particulars of this affair become known, the 
more it grows in importance. The ground where, the attack 
took place being extended and very much broken up, one could 
not at first fully appreciate the amount of the loss of the llus- 
siims, but it is now officially known that the French alone have 
2200 Eussian wounded and prisoners, the number of unwounded 
prisoners amounting to 400. The collecting of the wounded 
took nearly two days, and most likely there are still some of 
them not discovered, among the bushes in the neighbourhood of 
the river. For the burial of the dead an armistice was con- 
cluded, dm'ing whicdi the Frcndi buried all those on this side 
of the 'river, while the Eussians buried those in the plain beyond. 
The number of the dead is not yet officially known, but tho 
accounts whidb I have heard vary from 1500 to 1700. Of 
course the number of those buried by the Eussi^s will 
never be ascertained, but it is certain that their ambulances 
were full of wounded. These must have fallen when the troops 
formed and when they retired, and their number must be pro- 
digious, for you could see large spaces cleared in the denso 
columns by grape and shell; besides, the Eussians fired with 
grape into their own people from behind. I heard so from 
many people, and I saw it myselfi The guns which had been 
firing dir^y in front of tiie attack were silent during the 
assault, but 4here were two or three guns behind, on a little 
elevation of the ground,' a^d %hen the Eussians fled these 
began to fire one after another. It was not that vigorous firing 
which one would have natunlly expected in such a critical 
moment, had the guns been destined to play upon the French, 
but a kind of slow, measured fixing, whii^ 1 should be at a loss 
to ex^ain otherwise than as a gei^ admonition to advance. 

Evoy one who saw the Busmans running back could not 
doubt tl^t th^ were thorooghiy routed. The battlefield gives 
an additional proof of this. The Eussians are Very particular 
about carrying away their wounded and officers, especially general 
officers. In the late action Ihree general officers were found on 



THE ATTACK OBDEBED BY THB CZAB. 


87 


the hold, one mortally wounded, and the two others dead. One 
oi* the dead is said to have been General Bellegarde, who was 
last year in the Principalities. General Kead, who commanded 
the leading columns of the attack, died of his wounds. Gort- 
scliakoif was during the action at the observatory at Mackenzie’s 
Pann. lie is said to have given orders to retire before he 
knew the result of the attack, beoause he guessed the result 
from seeing the French tents still standing on the hillocks. 
Could he have seen inside them, he would perhaps not have 
given the order so- quickly, for the tents alone stood, everything 
else — stores, ammunition, dus. — ^liad been removed. 

It is confirmed on all sides that the attack took place at the 
express order of the Emperc^ There is a better chance of our 
success if the strategical operations of the Hussian army are 
dictated from St. Petersburg. War has been compared to chess- 
playing; there may be some truth in this, but the player is not 
yet born who can play the game of war from a distance of 1000 
miles with success. 

When the attack was over, and the Bussians began to retire, 
everybody expected something from another side, butj when 
nothing came, and the Bussians, alter a partial attack on our 
centre, which, although violent enough, lasted not more than 
two hours, fell back, the whole attack seemed incomprehensible. 
It appeared incredible that a movement for which the Bussians 
wore known to liave^bcen preparing so long should end thus, as 
all kinds of suppositions arose that it was only a reconnaissance 
in force, that the main attack was to have been from the Sebas- 
topol side, <&c. Now that it is confirmed by the papers found and 
by the prisoners that the attack was made at the express order 
of the Emperor, fi'om whom, as 1 wrote you in xny last^ a letter 
was read to the soldiers in the beginning of 'the action, the thing 
explains itself. The order was obeyed against the better con- 
viction of him who had to execute it» and this latter seized the 
first opjj^ortunity to draw back from on enterprise in the success 
of whioh he had no faitL The loss of 6000 or 7000 men hors 
de combat was quite suifiment proof of -obedience. 

Paring the attack on the Tchernaya there was likewise n 
demonstration towards Baidar. The French cavaby had retixed 
during the night preceding the attack and during the eai^ly part 
of the morning, and had occupied the ridge on which Couot 
Ticrawsky’s villa is situated at the ontranoe of the valley, while 
the two battalions of infantiy, which had been down for the 
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protection of the passes, retired on the hills above Biuk Mis- 
komiii. They had scarcely fjone off when two hundred Cossacks 
came down into tlio valley and picked up everything the Frencli 
had left behind them — a number of bullocks, some biscuits, rice, 
and 140 loads of hay. Content with this plunder they retired 
again to the heights. 

Some changes have taken place in like eommandership of the 
French troops at the Tchernaya. (General d’Herbillon com.- 
manded during the attack as senior general of division. Now, 
as the Imperial Guard has been added as a reserve to the troops 
on the Tchernaya, General Benaud de St. Jean d'Angely takes 
command of the whole as General d’un Corps d’Armde. 

There is, besides, some talk of ^^piiting the command of the 
allied troops on the Tchernaya in one hand. Notwithstanding 
the difficulties which such a plan must naturally offer, it would 
bo an excellent measure if it could be cai'ried out. The whole 
line from Baidar to Inkennann is so long that even in the defence 
of it rapid dispositions may become necessary, which can only 
take place if one man command all along the line ; but this 
becomes even much more necessary if— as for instance, in the 
late attack — the routed enemies ought to be pursued, or if an 
offensive movement takes place on our side. With the best un- 
derstanding rapid movements become impossible if they must bo 
combined among different commanders occupying different sides 
of the battlefield, and, while the measure which should bo taken 
is being decided upon, the favourable opportunity is. lost. 

At any rate, there ought to be some arrangement as vegards 
the Turks. When Omar Pasha left he gave his instructions to 
Osmsm Pasha. As these instructions seem to bo very narrow, 
they throw serious impediments in the way whenever it becomes 
necessary to use Turkish troops. What an absurd state of 
things, that a Commander-in-duef should go away and leave 
behind him such fettering instriK^ODS to his representative, who 
has to act in concert with the other commanders, an(f who is 
supposed to be independent. It is time that an end was put to 
this interregnum. If the news is true which arrived yesterday 
from Constantinople, this will soon be the case. The news is 
that Mehemet All Pasha, the brother-in-law of the Sultan, and 
late Seraskier, is going to take the command of the Turkish 
army in the Crimea, and that Omar Pasha is going to Asia to 
reorganize an army there. Together with this news, the report 
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of the taking of Erzeroum by the Russians has arrived. I give 
it you as 1 heard it. 

Every one speaks with the greatest praise of the behaviour of 
the Sardinian troops. Their artillery rendered important service, 
partly by subduing the fire of the enemy’s guns in the plateau 
opposite, partly in crushing the columns of attack by taking 
them in flank. There was also a battery armed with English 
position-guns, which kept firing at the Russian artillery on the 
plateau nearest to the plain. Scarcely a shot missed. The Sardinian 
infantry drove back the Russian riflemen on the banks of the 
river in the most gallant style. They advanced with the stea- 
diness and precision of old troops, and made their evolutions 
under the fire of the enemy with as much precision as if they 
had been on parade.- The Sardinians also followed up imme- 
diately the retiring enemy, and took several hundred prisoners 
and wounded. What struck me most in all the movements of 
the Sardinian troops was that qui^t self-possession which speaks 
a great deal for their discipline and organization, they seemed to 
be so well in hand. This is so much the more remarkable as 
cholera and fever, which have been ravaging them since their 
arrival, have been enough to demoralize the best army ; the 
organization and material which could withstand such^a shock 
must be admirable indeed. 

Camp befobb Sebastopol, Jugust 24. 

Orders were given this morning that no officer or man should 
quit the camp. An attack is expected, and the army is on its 
guard. Large bodies of Russians have been seen to issue from 
the town, and it is thought they meditate an onslaught upon the 
Sardinians. It may possibly prove a false alarm, like many 
others that we have lately had. On the 21st, on returning to 
camp from sending off my despatch, 1 found the troops under 
arms. The enemy had been observed in motion on the heights 
beyond the Tchemaya. Nothing came of it, nor of other similar 
recent alarms, but the gui vive is becoming our habitual state. 
It is to bethoped this vigilance may not be relaxed at the 
moment when it is most needed. The general opinion seems to 
be that the Russians will make a second attempt on the Tcher- 
iiaya line, combined probably with attacks on other points. It 
is thought they will come on in great force, and it is therefore 
desirable we should have strong reserves in readiness, in order 
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that the ultimate triumph, on which we confidently reckon, may 
not ho limited to the recapture of positions snatched by the first 
heavy onset of overwhelming numbers. Such a result would 
be less than what we have a right to expect should the Eussions 
risk a general attack, and should no greater be attained the 
fault will be attributable to the dispositions taken. Such an 
attack, promptly and vigorously met, ought to end in our wrest- 
ing from the foe some solid advantage, perhaps even in the cap- 
ture of the Malaklioff itself. Had we that, we should quickly 
be masters of the Eedan and the Little Eedan ; it might take a 
few days to vanquish the resistance offered by the inner line of 
defence, but the issue of the contest, as regards the south* side 
of Sebastopol, would no longer be doubtful. If, as we have 
some grounds for believing, the Enssian troops are already con- 
siderably demoralized, the loss of the Malakboff might so dis- 
cdurage them as to throw the south side almost immediately 
into cm* hands. Its capture .and the destruction of the ships 
would render a very largo force— in itself a powerful and nume- 
rous army — now employed in the trenches disposable for o^iera- 
tions elsewhere. A portion of these troops might then, by the 
aid of our fleet, be promptly conveyed to Eupatoria, where we 
already^have 20,000 of the best Turks. Suppose wc sent off 
40,000 men — say, 30,000 English and 10,000 Sardinians — leav- 
ing the French to observe the north side of Sebastopol and keep 
the enemy in check down here ; we should thus form an army 
of between 50,000 and 60,000 eflectivo soldiers, which would 
give an excellent account of any Eussian army attempting to 
retreat northwards. This plan I know to be considered by 
officers of high rank and great military knowledge and experience 
as perfectly feasible. We have abundance of transport, plenty 
of c»val]y could he sent, and such a battle might be fought, such 
a victory obtained, as would dclipse the glories even of Alma 
and of Inkermaim ; for it is ter be observed that even those per- 
sons here .who take the most desponding view of the prospects 
of the siege aro as confident as men can be of our army driving 
before it in the field even very superior forces of 4he EuBsians. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM. 

False alarms — Freparations for a Russian attack — Supineness of the Turks 
— Jramensc consumption of gabions — Measures taken to keep up the 
communications during the winter — New lines of railway — Position on 
the Tchemaya — Crowded state of the town and harbour of Balaklava 
— Collectiou of stores — ^New store-houses — ^Dissatlsihction caused by 
Sir £. Lyon’s promotions — Anival of the 5Cth Regiment at Balaklava 
-—Apprehensions of another attack by the Russians. 

Camp on tiu Tchebnata, Attfjuet 24. 
Since I last wrote we have been kept in a state of continual 
suspense. Nearly every nigbt thoro has been an alarui, and 
for overy morning an attack has been predicted. Now suspicious 
lights, construed into signals, were seen on the heights occupied 
by the Russians ; over the Tchernaya now unusual and inex- 
plicable movements and concentrations of troops in large 
numbers were observed ; now a deserter gave most minute infor- 
mation about an attack to take place the next day ; and again a 
Tartar came in in hot haste, warning the allies to be on their 
guard against the formidable preparations of the enemy. The 
consequence of all ibis was, that we had to sleep with only one 
eye shut, in order not to he caught napping as we were last 
time. Even this evening, while 1 am writing, tlio usual warn- 
ing has again been given with more positiveness than ever. 
The information abouh the intended attacla goes into the 
minutest particulars. The Russians are eaiil to be expecting 
the arrival of two divisions of the Grenadier corps to-night, 
and it is positively asserted that the latter arrived yesterday at 
Rakshiseiui. 

Preparations have been nkade accordingly, and, if tiie IlussiaDS 
should venture upon another attack, they will meet At the outlet 
with a resistance which will soon.oonyinoe them that they have 
&r less dianoe now then lent time, when their first fury was suc- 
cessfully encountered by only 6000 French soldiers, and when 
it was not even necessary to employ the reserves which came 
up during the action. 

But o^er preparatiims besides these are made for the re- 
ception of the Russians. Their last attack seems to have 
convinced our gallant allies that, in a permanent positoon, ia 
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face of a strong force of tlie enemy, who may come down with 
his battalions in a few hours during the night, sliglit field 
fortifications are never de trop, as they afford a guarantee against 
a surprise. The position of the French is for the most part of 
great strength, and would offer formidable obstacles to the 

advance of the enemy. The steep hillocks which they occupy, 
with the aqueduct at the foot of them, could scarcely bo can-ied 
by surprise ; but the bridge of Traktir is easily accessible, and 
the open space through which the road to it leads, is weak on 
account of the present shallow state of the Tchernaya, which is 
nearly everywhere fordable. Already where the line of the 
river was occupied, and where it would still have formed a serious 
obstacle to an advancing force, a small ^paulemcnt has been 
constructed in front of the bridge, but this, under present circum- 
stances, is of no use to the defenders, as it may be taken in 
rear by the enemy’s infantry, which can effect a passage at any 
point. Consequently, since the late attack three redoubts have 
been constructed, one on each side, and a third behind to enfilade 
them ; all three are to bo armed with guns. Their names are 
Baglan Hedoubt, Ilizot Eedoubt (in honour of the fallen general 
of Engineers), and La Eussoniere llcdoubt (in honour of tho 
colonel of Artillery of that name, who fell on the 18 th of 
June). 

These three new redoubts are not the only additional field- 
works thrown up for the defence of the Tchernaya line. The 
Sardinians have been likewise briskly occupied during tho last 
few days in strengthening their position on tlie right of the 
French. Their <ivorks assume more and more the shape of an 
intrenched camp, and every variation in the ground has been 
taken advantage of to render them as strong as possible. The 
hills about Kamara are particularly suited for fortified lines, 
as they form down to the '^chernaya a chain of heights opening 
on both sides in a basin towards the plain. 

The Turks alone, who occupy tho extreme right of our posi- 
tion, and who have to guard the two roads loading from the 
valley of Yamutka, have done nothing in the tahia line.. In 
vain did the Sardinian engineers throw out gentle hints about 
the propriety of erecting a couple of dpaulements, and point out 
divers hills and heights peculiarly suited for a redoubt ; they 
turned a deaf ear to all these suggestions, and, except the works 
which had been previously thrown up hy the Piedmontese, when 
they held .some of the positions which are now guarded by tho 
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Turks, not a shovelful of earth has been turned up on this side 
towards the enemy. This would seem so much the more sur- 
prisinf?, as the Turks had become notorious by their mania for 
fortification, which the works on the Danube, at Kalafat, 
Giurgevo, and Eupatoria show, if we did not remember that 
every abuse is followed by a reaction. I suppose the Turks 
are now under the influence of this. Perhaps they will get an 
opportunity of showing to the world that they can flght as well 
without tahias^ as with them. 1 should not be in the least 
degree surprised at such a result were the threatened attack of 
the Russians to take place. If the Russians came down in force 
to the valley of Baidar, they would not only have the Woronzoff 
and the upper road to advance by, but they could besides move 
infantry as well as artillery over a bye path which leads from 
Buyuk Miskomia over the Tirkakaiari mountain ridge skirting 
the loft bank of the Tchemaya. This route would bring them 
on the flank of the Turks. 

In spite of the continued absence of Omar Pasha, I think 
they would be well received, for the game would be simply to stick 
to the position without raanccuvring, and in such a case, even 
Osman Paslia, the commander ad interim, could scarcely fail sf 
success. Yesterday the Turks celebrated their Korban Bairam, 
and there was no end of sweetmeats and visiting. The solemnity 
of the occasion seems to have acted powerfully on their rdigious 
feelings: for in passing through their camp at the hours of 
prayer whole battalions might be seen going through their 
prayers and prostrations. Each battalion has a space cleared 
for prayer, which is provided with the few arrangements which 
their simple worship requires. Some of them have only a stick 
planted in a south-easterly direction; but others have g^iio much 
further, and have made enclosures of earth or wickerwoi'k pulpits, 
and in one place even a minaret has been erected in a most primi- 
tive way — ^it consists of nothing but slender poles interwoven with 
branches of brushwood. By comiiig in contact with Em’Opeans 
the Turks do not seem to have lost any of their zeal for their 
religioj^ ou^ although no one is forced to take part in the prayers, 
there are but few absentees from service, particularly in the 
eveuing. * 

I mentioned in my last letter, that the French cavalry 
division and the two battalions of infantry which had quitted 
the valley of Baidar during the day of the attack, had returned 
the same evening, and occupied their old position. As the Eng- 
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lisli cavalry, which had previously held the post, did not return^ 
the >Vench had to guard not only the i*oad loading down from 
Ozenbash, but likewise the WoronzoiT road towards the sea. The 
infantry made several reconnaissances on the heights around as 
far as the plateau leading to the Upper Belbek, but they did not 
remain, in consequence of the want of water. They likewise 
made excursions along the sea-shoro. which is entirely deserted 
nearly up to Yalta. However, there must be some apprehension 
of an attack on this side, for I saw a portion ol the Dragoons rc- 
tui-ning this evening by the Woronzoff-road. The inf'antiy has 
very likely retired to the ridge separating the Baidar Valley from 
that of Varnutka, as they did last time. 

Two companies of the English 89th Regiment are stationed 
in the Varnutka valley, making gabions, for which there 
is abundance of brushwood in the vicinity. They had been 
before near the Turkish camp, but were withdrawn a day or two 
previous to the late attack ; the day after they went again to 
Varnutka. Besides these English troops, there arc the men of 
three French batteries and a part of the French 62nd Regiment 
of Infantry also employed preparing gabions. Moreover, every 
day the Piedmontese and Turks furnisli a number of gabions 
to the French and English. The demand seems I'abiilous. Every 
day, rows of artillery waggons come to cany them aw.ay. I 
hear the intention is to replace all the sandbags which had 
been employed in the trenches by gabions, as tlie former are 
quite rotten ; the works, which arc daily extending, absorb a great 
many of them, as it has been thought necessary, on account of 
the proximity of the enemy’s guns, to give tlic trenches the 
breadth of three gabions. The gabions being about half a metre 
in diameter, six gabions are required for each metre by which 
the trenches areadvcmced. 

< Aupist 25. 

Notwithstanding all tLj predictions and preparations, the 
night has passed tranquilly, and without the slightest interrup- 
tion. The beautiful moonlight relieved many of the hai-dships 
of a night watch. There was na appearance of any movement 
on the enemy's side. 

There must have b'^en a very stroug^appnbension of an 
atiiack this morning, for at dawn the Highland divisions under 
(jeneral Cameron arrived from the front at Kamara, and en- 
camped close to the Piedmontese. E 
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' August 27. 

As the balance of probabilitii^ inclines to another winter in the 
Crimea, it is worth while inquiring what will be the probable 
position of our army after the rain sets in, and the country be- 
tween llalaklava and the camp rendered unfit for the passage of 
waggons and beasts of burden. The railway corps is gone, and 
out of that stout body of navvies who were ready, while in 
England, to smash Russians with their pickaxes, but who 
became most peaceably inclined directly they saw i^e enemy's 
works, there now remains only Mr. ^atty. This gentleman 
retains the charge of the railway, at the express request of 
General Siifipson, and Mr. Campl^ll, with two or three of the 
principal superintendents and overseers of works, have remained 
in his staff. The horses which were sent out from England, 
diminished in numbers and overworked, are not equal to the 
development of the capabilities of the line, but there is some 
satisfactory proof of the earnestness and p'r^o^nee of the 
allies respecting tlie winter campaign of 1855. Mr, Beatty had 
received instructions to form two new lines of railway — one from 
tho Col de Balaklava to Kamiesch, to be worked by horse-power; 
the other from Xadikoi to tho Woronzoff-road, near the Sardmiaii 
position over Tchorgoun. Mr. Campbell is already engaged in 
laying out the former lino ; and Mr. Beatty is working hard at 
the latter. The labour will be supplied by the French and Sar- 
dinians. The line from Kadikoi to the Woronzoff-rood will pass 
over tho plain of Balaklava, which is very soft and muddy in ' 
winter, and tho rail will bo worked, it is hoped, by locom^ive- 
Ijjowcr. The French, Sardinians, and Turks, will derive equal 
advantages from it, and indeed their position would be utterly 
untenable when the rain and snow once began without some per- 
manent road. They will be nearly starved out if they have to 
depend upon horse transport for supplies. Lipnmdi, with the 
whole country open behind him, and the command of the 
Woronzoff-ro^, found that he could not hold Tchemayd last 
winter, and burnt his cantonment as soon as the river be^^;; to 
rise. The allies will be able to maintaxn their advanced position 
so far as the means of 6ommunieation are concerned. They will 
not be crowded together on the plateau, which is now as full of 
tents as it can hold. But the great and all important questhm 
arises, — ^how will Balaklava, itself the terminus oftwo lines of 
railway, meet the requiremonts of nearly 100,000 men, and an 
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ixicdkolabte iruinl^er of mules and horses? Of ‘course, no sane 
p^son contemplates that our Go\pmment or military autharities 
intend to expose our cavalry tb another winter in the basin of^ 
Eadikoi, or on the hill tops of Karanyi, and so far at least 
ns they are concerned, tlie requirements ibr food and 
fbdder will bo diminished at Balaklava; but an enormous 
mcrease in camp followers, auttlers, muleteers, land trans- 
pci^d: corps, beasts of burden, and troops, has taken place since 
last year, and these must all bo fed. The Sardinians and 
Turks will require portions of our wharfage, of our storeroom, 
and of our narrow water-way in Balaklava. The harbour is 
already as full as it can hold of shipping, although nd great accu- 
mulation of stores has been effected on shore. Many vessels now 
lie outside at anchor. The recollections of the 14th of November, 
1854, forbid us to indulge iii the hope that they can do so in safety 
daring the winter. In order to avoid the dangers with which 
we are threatened, we must, while the fine weather lasts, get 
together ample stores of all kinds of food, and carry them as 
fax up to the front as possible, to fill our recently established 
divisional dq>6ts, and to keep the central dcp6t crammed. Thus 
we $liall be «,ble to concentrate all our energy on roadmaking 
and depdt building wherever these may be required. Mr. Beatty 
is sanguine that the original lino of railway, with necessary 
repairs, will last during the winter ; and 200 men of the Army 
Works Corps have been detached to assist him in repairing and 
reestablishing it. Some large iron sheds have been erected at 
Balaklava to serve as stores for rice and sugar, and steps are 
being taken to send up similar structures to each division of our 
ariny. The French are building most spacious stores all over 
their camp. In spite of these preparations, our army will have 
to undergo much suffering, unless roads are made, ten times 
more storehouses erected, and^laklava regulated with the most 
scrupulous caie. Admire! Fremantle deserves credit for his 
naval administration, and he has been most ably assisted by 
He%th, who now retires, at his own request, from the 
hanissing and responsible office to which he was appointed upon 
Ck^vtain Christie’s dismissal. Ships are cleared out rapidly, 
instead of being detained fbr months in harbour, with enormous 
demurrage dues. A naval officer has been appointed, at 
Admiral Fremantle's suggestion, to examine all ships as they 
arrive, and to expedite their despatch after discharge of carga 
It is hijs duty also to see that there is no unnecessary delay on 
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the voyage^ and to make the trani^rts as useM as p^bk»^tb 
the country,. 

Sir Edmund Lyons has just conferred the post, rendered Vao^ 
hy the death of Captain Hammett, on Lieutenant Pasley, his 
Lieutenant, son of Sir J. Pasley, and has thus placed himW'er 
the heads of lieutenants, many of them senior in the sernoe^ vh6 
have been serving in the trenches for months, while ho haabm 
comfortably ''doing lathing,** as Flag Lieutenant of the 
Admiral’s ship. A reference to the Navg List will show the 
hardship this inflicts upon many hardworking officers. No ono 
blames Commander Pasley, who is an active and intelligent 
officer ; it is, however, most unjust to those who have home 
the toil and heat of the day, that he should he, for no special 
merit of his own, but because he happens to be a friend of the 
Admiral, promoted over their heads. Commander Pi^cy is 
now serving for his farther promotion ind^he trenches. Lieu- 
tenant Graham has, I believe, returned ‘ to England after a* 
brief sojourn in the rear of the batteries. He volunteered for 
that service, as it is supposed he was not quite convinced of his 
iitness for the duties of lieutenant on board ship, but the 
anxiety of his family induced them to remove him from the 
post of .danger, and of honour. This is the on dit in the Naval 
Prigade. 

The 56th Kcgiment, which has just arrived oif Balahlava, 
and was under orders to proceed to Kertch, to relieve the 71st 
liegiment, is to land at once, with bldhkets, &c., as the exicmy 
seem preparing for another attack, either on Balaklava, hy i^e 
•way of Baidar, or on the position of the Tchemaya. ' ^ 

On the 25th August, General Simpson reconnoitei^ed with 
great care the position of the enemy in front of Batkklava, 
which he was led to do in consequence of the ooxit{nu^ repqits 
of the concentration of the enemy in that direcikidtL Tliey 
certainly had amassed a considerable number of troops on the 
Itlackcnzie Plateau at Tamra and Korales, and had pu^edf&T* 
ward strong parties as fhr as Makoul. It iS' underst^i’li^ 
the spies that two divisions of the Grenadier's corprhave b^n 
sent down in light Carts from Simpheropol to reinforce them. 
The force on the right bank of the Tchemaya is obviously pre- 
pmug ffir an aggressive movement, and at the same time thh' 
Bussians are busy at an enormous line of earthworks on thj) 
north side, connecting all their defences ^m the sea ' to tb^' 
West Inkermanu Lighthouse Hill. Their brid^ of boata ctr 
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pontoons firom north to south, across the road, is almost com* 
pleted. It takes a course from the western cuito of Fort 
IQ^icholas to the creek between Nachimoff Ikittery Jind St. 
MichaeVs Fort. The fire at night is very heavy, and our men 
keep up a constant fusillade upon the Hussian works at night, 
in order to prevent their repairing their damaged parapets and 
embrasures. This proceeding, of coui'se, di‘aws hre on our 
trenches ; and from the 20th to the 23rd of August inclusive, 
we have lost no less than 2 sergeants, 24 rank and file killed ; 
8 officers, 8 sergeants, 168 rank and file wounded — ^totjil 220 
hors de combat. On the 20th, Lieutenant Home, 4Sth, was 
contused on the shoulder ; Lieutenant Campbell, 72nd, slightly 
w'oundcd; Lieutenant McBamet, 79th, ditto; Captain Hick- 
son, B.A., ditto ; — on the 21st, Lieutenant Smith, 28th, ditto ; 
—on the 22nd, Lieutenant Campbell, Scots Fusilier Guai'ds, 
ditto ; Lieutenant Wield, 96th, severely ; on the 23rd, Lieutenant 
de Winton, 11.A., slightly. 

The lligldand Division has been ordered from the front to 
Komura, and fifty guns and the cavaJiy at Kwangi have been 
placed in reserve to meet the enemy in case of an attack. The 
42nd Begiment, the 71st Eegiment, the 79th Kegiment, and 
the 93rd Eegiment, under Sir Colin Campbell, will be sure to 
give a pretty good account of any force that may attack them. 
The 5Cth Eegiment aiTived in fine order this week, and it has 
been placed on the strength of the 2nd Brigade of the First 
Division. The bridge frbm the north to the south side of the 
harbour was completed about the 20th, and the enemy use it 
constantly for the conveyance of troops and stores. Of tluj latter, 
large quantities seem to be moved to the north side from tlie 
city. The casualties from the 24.th to the 20th August were — 
24 rank and file killed, 0 officers, 6 sergeants and 137 rank and 
file killed, wounded, and missing. On the 24th, Major Warden, 
97tb, and Lieutenant Biggt, 23rd, were slightly, and Captain 
J. F. Browne, E.E., was severely wounded. On the 25th, 
Captain E. Drummond was dangei-ously wounded, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Seymom*, Scots Fusilier Guards, w'as severely 
hit on the head by a piece of shell; Lieutenant Laurie, 34th, 
was slightly wounded the same day; and on the 26th, 
Lieutenant Eons, of the 90th^ aild Captain Arbuthnot, E.A., 
were wounded severely. From the 27th to the 30th August, 1 
officer, 1 sergeant, and 20 rank and file were killed ; 6 officers, 
4 sergeants, and 152 rank and file were wounded. On the 28th, 
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Captain Forbes, Grenadier Guards, was very slightly wounded. 
On the 20th, Captain Farquharson, Scotch Fusilier Guards, and 
Major Graham, 41st Begimcnt, were severely wounded; and on the 
SOtli, Captain Wolsley, of the 90th, acting as Engineer, and Lieu- 
tenants Ware and Brinkley, 97th, were severely wounded. The 
last casualties occurred in the sortie in Which the Russians in 
tbrce succeeded in driving out from the advanced trench a 
working party of the 97th. They were speedily repulsed with 
loss by parties of the 23rd under Colonel Bunbury, and of the 
77th under Captain Pechell. The latter gallant officer was 
killed on the night of the 3rd of September in advance of the 
fifth parallel. On the ^Ith, the 82nd Regiment disembai'ked 
from Corfu, and relieved the 13th at Balaklava. The casualties 
from 31st August to 2nd September were 1 officer, 1 sergeant, 
22 rank and file killed ; 6 officers, 7 sergeants, 106 rank and file 
wounded ; 1 officer, 1 ranlc and file missing. Captain Fraser, 
95 th, was killed on the 31st, and on the same night Lieutenant 
Burningheim, of the 3i‘d Regiment, was slightly,and Lieutenant 
Forbes, 30th Regiment, mortally wounded ; and Captain Ross, 
of the Buffs, is missing. On 1st September, Lieutenant Price, 
R.A., was slightly, and Lieutenant Cary, Rifle Brigade, was 
severely wounded. On the 2nd September, Lieutenant Roberts, 
R.A., and Captain Smith, OOtli, were slightly wounded. 


CHAPTER XII. 

r.xpcctation of an attack — Casualties amongst English officers— Excellent 
condition of the Englisli Cavalry — Measures token to secure Balaklava 
against a surprise — ilumours of peace— Curious positions of the hostile 
armies — Danger of making the tirst move — Flying rnmoiin respecting 
lamine, drought, and mutiny in Sebastopol — New batteries— Ceremony 
of the investiture of tin* Order of the Bath— Appearance of the spec- 
tators — 31. Soyer commences operations as camp-cook — Tempting 
dishes which he provided — Absence of the best scavengers, f.e., the 
vultures — The Highland brigade— Interconrse between the Higlilanders 
and the Piedmontese — Efficiency of the English Cavalry — Expected 
arrival of Omar Pasha llrom Constantinople — ^A campaign in Asia. 

. Before Sebastopol, August 27. 

The state of tension in which we were kept during the greater part 
of last week, in daily and almost hourly expectation of an attack, 
has been somewhat relaxed during the last twenty-four hours. 
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although every precaution is still taken against surprise. On the 
night between Friday and Saturday our Commanders seem to 
have felt very confident that something serious would occur; 
everybody was afoot or in readiness to turn out at an instant’s no- 
tice, and dusty and disgusted enough some of the Staff appeared, 
after knocking about ail night in anticipation of a fight that did 
not come off*. It was doubtless in consequence of the severe 
extra duty thus entailed on officers, as well as men, that the 
ceremony of the investiture of the Order of the Bath was 
postponed until two o’clock to-day, when it is to take place 
with due pomp at General Simpson’s hcad-quai*ters. 

The Highlanders having been countermanded from trench 
duty on Friday evening, and marched over to Kamara at two 
o’clock the next morning to RUX3port the Sardinians, the Guards 
went to the trenches alone, and consequently the Light Division 
remained there thirty-six hours, instead of twenty-four. The 
Guards had two casualties among the officers — Colonel Francis 
Seymour -was wounded, though not seriously, and .Captain 
Drummond shot through the lungs. Hopes are entertained of 
saving the latter officer’s life, and it is one which, by his zeal, 
energy, and courage he has rendered valuable to the country. 
The gallant officer who was badly wounded at Inkermann was 
acyutant of the Scots Fusileer Guards; but he went into the 
trenches in his turn of duty, and last night, as he was posting 
his sentries in front of the fifth parallel, a Ilussian rifleman shot 
him from the lleddn ambuscade, as he stood on a mound 
t6 take a view of the ground. Colonel Seymour is hit in the 
head by a piece of a shell. This officer was wounded in 
the hand at Inkermann. The Highland Division camo 
back to camp on Saturday, and returned to Kamara at night, to 
remain there, as they expect, about a week. The 56th Bcgi- 
ment, about 800 stroitg, havffig arrived at Balaklava, were 
detained a day or two on board ship, until their destination 
should be decided upon. The original plan was to send them to 
Kertch ; on Saturday it was said they would go to Kamara; 
but they have finally been annexed to the First liHvision. The 
army continues to get undejS)annH before, daybreak, cavalry and 
all. Yesterday the lattlr arm turned out 2950 British sabres 
and lances, .and, had tho necessity arisen, 500 or 600 mon^ 
could have been brought into the field. It is a pity that 
active employment cannot be found for this fine body of horse- 
men, who assuredly need but the opportunity to distinguish 
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thomselves, and to turn to account the courage which flashed 
forth so brightly on the plains of Balaklava. 

Although many here have been disposed to treat as idle 
rumour, and •even to turn into ridicule the reports that the 
Russians meditated an attack upon Balaklavai it would appear 
that this danger has not been disregarded at head-quarters, 
where information has doubtless been received on the subject. 
The ‘‘ Leander’* and “ Diamond*' frigates have been moored by 
a single cable, and Lieutenant Fletcher, commanding the 
“ Triton’* war-steamer, has directions to be in readiness to get 
his steam up at brief notice, in order to tow them out of 
Jialaklava harbour to a position whence their guns would bear 
on the Mai’ine Heights. 

Notwithstanding all these preparations for action, I repeat 
that people seem less confident or, at any rate, do not converse 
so much of that which two or three days ago every one de- 
clared to be imminent ; and last evening some son^ine spirits, 
who doubtless, and with good reason, would prefer a day on the 
moors to a night in the trenches, vrere heard with much 
earnestness talking in our little hut of speedy peace. The 
Bussians, they declaimed, could sustain the contest no longer, 
owing to the want of water and the difficulty of obtaining* 
supplies ; their final attempt, had been made in the action of 
the lOtli, and, having been |^pulscd with heavy loss at the 
point which they had selcctea, on account of its seeming to * 
offer most chances of success, they would not risk another 
battle to raise the siege, but w^uld yield, treat for peace, 
and make the necessary concessions to obtain it. According 
to these authorities in a couple of months the British army 
would go home again. The hopefulness of youth and a certain 
vivacity of imagination may doubtless qddiiy a man to produce 
rose-tinted sketches of this kind, and there certainly can be no 
manner of question as to the immense superiority of a meny 
Christmas in England to a muddy one on the heights of 
Balaklava, any more than there can be of the smoking. jSirloiu 
and tenderly-fed turkey being preferable to lean kino bf the 
Crimea, and. fowls that refuse to be feittened. But there is 
no magic in wishes any more than in words, and it is to 
be leaved that these prophets of peace underrate the tenacity 
And endurance of the Bussian government and people; It is 
certain that their position is a difficult one, if, as is now the 
growing belief, they run short of water and cannot get up 
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supplies fast enough for tho number of men necessaiy to main- 
tain the ground. That such is tlio case wo have evidence 
worthy of consideration, but which must not be unhesitatingly 
received, since it is furnished principally by d^^serters. ' Ac- 
cepting it, for argument’s sake, as trustworthy and positive, tlio 
enemy's only alternative will be to attack or to yield. To induce 
them to attack is just wliat is most to be desired. This, in 
fact, is no siege, for we have two poweidul armies, each occu- 
pying a lino of extremely strong positions, not to he taken with- 
out severe loss and some risk of defeat. The disadvantage is 
evidently with that army which is first compelled to assume 
the offensive. The result of the action on tho Tchernaya ailbrds 
sufficient proof of this. Since it occurred, the defences of tho 
point then assailed have been greatly strengthened by tho French, 
who now laugh at the idea of a similar attempt being made with 
tho slightest shadow of success. An attempt on Balaklava or a 
general attack on our lines would be a strong indication that the 
statements of tho straitened condition of the llussians ai‘o 
well founded, and that they are driven to try the effect of a 
desperate effort. Such an attac.k, if our generals prove as able 
as we know oiu* soldiers to be brave, ought to recoil with ter- 
•rible force upon the heads of the assailants, occasioning them 
heavy losses in men, and giving us solid proofs of success in tho 
shape of newly-acquired positioim 

Besides the reports current of aj)proaching famine and actual 
drought in the liussian camp, there are others of the plague 
being in Sebastopol, and of a*mutiuy having broken out, in con- 
sequence of which a hundred men wore shot. I mention these 
flying rumours, which I have been unable to trace to any trust- 
worthy source, with the belief that they are not true. 

Our works on the Ihfb continue to advance. Several new bat- 
teries — one of 16 mortars — ^hav^j been constructed in front of 
what were recently our ma ‘ advanced positions on that pai*t of 
the line. The Greenhill Battery, latdy so prominent, now 
appears as if it were in the reiu*, and heavy batteries have been 
erected in the second parallel. There was a heavy hr* beftn e 
daybrjpdk this morning. The Bussians showed themscK :'s out- 
side the Bedan, possibly with a view of repairing damages to 
the parapets, but we made it too hot for them, and they 
promptly retired. To-day the batteries have been very quiet ou 
both sides. 
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SIoMPAY Night. 

Tlie ceremony of the Investiture of the Order of the Bath 
took place to-day between one and two o’clock. Sir Harry Jones 
being ill and unable to attend, Lord Stratford de Eedclitfe went 
to hid quarters and invested him there. Lord Stratford arrived 
hero two days ago, accompanied by Lord Napier, M. Pisani, Mr. 
Moore, Mr. Brodie, Mr. Alison, and Dr. Tice, staif-surgeon, as 
medical attendant. The place in which the* ceremony came off 
to-day is a square court in fnmt of General Simpson’s quarters. 
One side of the court is formed by the long, low building oceu- 
pied by the English Commander-in>Chief, two others by stables 
and outbuildings, while the fourth is open to the downs. This 
square, over which, a year ago, Crimean pigs and poultry gnmted 
and crowed, glittered to-day with British and French uniforms, 
gilding, and embroidery. At the entrance to the house a sort 
of tent was formed of flags. Above waved the standard of 
England, Hanked by the British ensign and French tricolor and 
by the Sardinian and Turkish colours. The square of buildings 
was lined by another of troops, consisting of detachments of the 
Guards, Biiies, Line, Artillery, Cavalry, and Naval Brigade. From 
the side facing the house, along a gentle slope, adoublo line of lancer 
sentries appeared, and at the extremity of the line guns were placed 
in readiness to fire tho salute. Inside the square a number of 
officers in full dress were assembled. Outside were other officers 
and a few civilians, and some ladies’ Viding habits were observed 
in tho crowd. General Pelissier came in his carriage, with his 
staff, and several other French generals were present. Tho 
French commander is as corpulent, short, and dark, as General 
Simpson is tall, slender, and fair. When all were assembled, 
the ceremony commenced. Lord Stratford made a dignified 
speech, which acquired additional interest from the circum- 
stances. He rcmai'ked on the unprecedented nature of the 
investiture, occurring, as it did, almost on the ground where 
the services hod been rendered and the exploits achieved 
for which the honour was conferred, and almost imder fire 
of the enemy’s guns. As he uttered ilie words a loud boom 
from the batteries gave peculiar appropnateness to his ex- 
pressions and a dramatio interest to thd scene. Sir Colin 
Campbell and Sir Edmund Lyons each spoke a few sentences in 
reply. The troops presented arms, the baud played “ God Save 
the Queen,” the artillery fired a Koyal salute, and then the 
assembled force, which was about 1000 men, filed off, and the 
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numerous groups of officers shortly after left the ground. Tho 
pageant was favoured hy a brilliant sunshine, tempered hy a 
pleasant breeze, and could not have gone off better. 

Later in the afternoon we had a spectacle of a different kind, 
but, in its humble way, of a not less interesting nature. Soyer, 
the Gastronomic llegcnerator, now tho camp cook <par excellence^ 
opened the fire of his kitcliens on tb^' esplanade in front of tho 
Guai'ds’ camp. A row of huge iron boilers supplied each one its 
different soup or stew, concocted entirely from the rations daily 
furnished to the troops. From the summit of a large marquee 
flutteredthe French andEnglish colours; smaller flags waved gixily 
over the enclosure, which was formed by garlands of foliage. The 
guests, who were very numerous, paid due homage to the contents 
of the savoury cauldrons, the capacity of which alone saved them 
from speedy exhaustion. There was no denying the excellence of 
the cookery. Five o’clock is a hungry hour in the Crimea ; and 
1 can answer for it that few of the guests contented themselves 
with merely tasting. General Simpson smiled approvingly at 
the skill of the >Vench cook, and General Pelissier seemed 
highly to enjoy his countryman’s potage. A great number of 
persons were present. There were rice pudding and Cossack 
plumpudding (all rations), snug tents, with champagne, and the 
most crystalline of ice (not rations), and Soyer was voted, nem, 
con.t the worthy chef of the army in tKe Crimea. To speak 
seriously, he will render res^ service if he teaches the soldier, as 
I understand he proposes to do, to make the most of the very 
excellent materials, now supplied to him, which hitherto have 
unquestionably been wasted, more or less, through ignorance of 
a few of the simplest laws of the gastronomic science. 11. 

Tub Tciiernaya, Avgmt 20. 

We are still living in the continual apprehension of a Russian 
attack, although no more iiJbnnation has been obtained of the 
day when it is to take place. As sailors at the signs of an 
imminent storm make everything snug and shorten sail, so we 
draw in the more exposed posts, strengthen our position, bring 
np resfryes, and try to provide for every emergency. 

Mtae the late attack tl'e f^rench detachment and waggon-train, 
which had been employed collecting the hay in the valley of 
Baidar, have been continually on the move, according to tho 
reports which reached us of the enemy’s proceedings. Whenever 
the news came of an attack for the next day they fell hack 
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towards the valley of VamutkaJ and occupied the wooded ridge 
which runs along from Tiuyuk Miskoinia down to Kaitou, and 
sepa!*at(’s this latter valley fi-om that of Baidar. When again 
the rumour proved false they descended, and pushed forward 
reconnaissances to the heights towards Koloulouz and Markoul. 

These precautions became necessary on account of the large 
number of wagons and arabas which, having only the Woroiizoff 
roaxl to retire by, would run the risk of being captured should the 
Itussians attack in force. Besides, the French have lately brought 
over great part of their cattle to these valleys, where the gi'ass 
is still plentiful, while that in the neighbourhood of Sebastopol is 
quite scorched. Notwithstanding their late frequent hegiras the 
cattle have been very much improved by this change, and have 
lost that skeleton look which they sliced formerly with their 
comrades confined to the neighbourhood of the Monastery of St. 
George; but — I don’t know whether from change of diet, or 
b(!cause they were already too lar gone — many of them have 
died, and the two valleys, so sweet formerly, are now quite the 
rcvei’so, for the carcasses are left lying about or thrown among 
the bushes, and there ai'e no vultures to feast upon them. When 
one remembers the host of those scavengers which infested our 
army during the past \vinter, it seems strange that there should 
not be one to be seen now. Whether they have been disgusted 
by the numbers of paid Tartar and Croat scavengers enlisted by 
the allied armies, and dreaded starvation, or whether they found 
more choice morsels on the llussian side, where there ma}*^ be 
likewise a good deal to excite their gluttony, or, lastly, whether 
they arc driven away by the heat, I cannot tell. 

The HighlandBrigade, under Brigadier-GencralCameron, seems 
destined to be a permanent reserve for the Piedmontese. They 
came down, as I wrote to you in my last letter, on Saturday 
morning, the day on which the Bussian attack has been posi- 
tively expected, and have remained since encamped on a slope 
behind Kamara. This was the first occasion on which BngKsh 
troops have come into immediate contact as neighbours avith 
the Piedmontese. Hitherto their acquaintance had only been 
earned at a distance. The Sardinians, who from the very beginning 
had been encamped on this side, were only rarely seen about the 
British camp, and the intercourse was mostly confined to a 
passing **bono,” which seems to have become the first uni- 
versally received word in the cosmopolitan language which is 
gradually coming into general use out here. There was much 
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more companionship between the French and Piedmontese, as 
many of the latter, as well as the Savoyards, speak French, 
and they were close neighbours on the Tchernaya. But from 
'all one sees, now that they are close to each other, the inability 
to express their feelings does not prevent the Highlanders and 
Piedmontese from entertaining reciprocal feelings of good will, 
the neighbouring canteens furnishing the means of eloquence to 
both parties. Scarcely three days have elapsed since their iirst 
acquaintance, and the frequent mingling of rod coats with gray 
ones must strike every eye. The Sardinian band, which plays 
every evening on an open space in the centre of the Piedmontese 
camp, seems to be the rendezvous where the first step towards 
acquaintanceship is made. I don’t know whether it he by the law 
of contrasts, or from the coincidence that both are distinguished 
from the other corps of their respective armies by their peculiar 
dress, but it seems to me that the most intimate intercourse 
exists between the tiny Bersaglieri and the tall Highlanders. 

, In consequence of the daily apprehension of an attack, the 
Englisli cavalry is turned out regularly every morning, and 
comes dow’n to the valley, as if haunting the ground where its 
comrades fell, and watching an opportunity to revenge them. 
The disasters which befell our cavalry last year have left no 
trace, and, Phamix like, it has arisen more brilliant than ever 
from its ashes. The effect is imposing — perfect, one might say, 
if anything human could be called so. Horses and men are 
in excellent condition, as fit for work as any cavalry can be. 
It would not, however, be at all desirable that this daily expe- 
dition should continue. It has, indeed, the advantage of saving 
the' turning out for parade, so that the horses rest after they 
come back from the - valley, and have only to go down for 
water; but if those morning rides are to last, they will soon 
bring down the horses in conation, and then they would have 
some difficulty in facing a Crimean winter, even in good stables. 
This was, 1 think, last year frtal to the horses. In September 
and^October harassing outpost duties reduced them, and you 
could see eveiy day detachments of cavalry hunting sly Cossacks 
towards the Tchernaya, so that the horses were in very indifferent 
condi^isn when the first rains began, and, with their weakened 
consmutions, could not face hunger, wet, and cold. 

Omar Pasha is expected every moment. Yesterday the 
horses were sent down again for him to Kamiesch. He will 
retain the command of the Turkish troops in tho Crimea, visit 
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Yenikalc and Eupaioria, and then goto Asia, where the Eussians 
are pressing upon Kars, taking with him a division from these 
juirts. "J'liore is not much chance that he will do anything 
there this year; tlic season is too far advanced, and in a 
month, or at most six weeks, campaigning in Asia will be over. 
He may, however, accomplish much in re-organizing the army 
during the winter, £• 


CHAPTER XIIL 

Tlic first of September — Prospect of another winter in the Crimea — 
Terrible enfect of tlie bombardment — Itoad-making — Maga^nes— How 
thn Croats enjoy themselves — The “Vanity Fair” at Kadikoi sup- 
pressed — Spies — Story of the arrest of a Polish oillcer in English 
uniform — Accumulation of stores — ^Lavish expenditure — Nuts for John 
Bull to crack — Spanish mules — Auxiliaries from every region— Trans- 
]K)rts — Land Transport Coi*i)s — Army Works Cori>8— I^Iounteil Staff 
Corps — Ambulance Corps — M. Soyer — Disasters in the Allled^amp — 
Progress of the Siege — Fearflil explosion in the Mamelon — Daring 
attempt of the Russians to gaiu possession of a portion of the English 
works — Loss in the affair. 

Befork Sebastopol, September 1. 

Tiiebk is many a fine fellow in camp thinking this morning of 
some pleasant terrain, where partridges abound, and friends are 
gathered intent upon haimless slaughter, who will never sec the 
old country .again. ^ It is to he hoped, indeed, that om: anny 
will not sulfer so severely this month as it did in the corres- 
ponding period of last year, after the victory of the Alma, and 
the forced march to Balaklava ; hut it cannot be forgotten, that 
with a small force on this plateau, w'e then suffered many looses 
from sickness, and that we have not now such seasoned 
troops” as the veterans of Yama and Bulgaria, while the numbers 
of men and animals, and the consequent sources of disease, have 
been enormously increased, and are now accumulated in the 
same space of ground. The army is, it appears^ by eommon 
consent, doomed to remain here another winter, which may. be, 
that the will of Heaven and the improvidence of man will 
render more terrible in its effects than the last. There is 
no apparent reason why we should not succeed in establishing 
omsclves on the south side, ere the frost and snow interrupt 
active operations. The case will he altered this time twelve- 
liionth, should the Russians be able to maintain tlieir army till 
then. Mortars are coming in by scores, and there is abundance 
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of shells and fuses for the present use of our hatten'es. Sebas- 
topol has an insatiable maw for material, and devours tons 
upon tons of iron without any apparent inconvenience. Even 
when there is no “fire,” no bombardment, the mass of am- 
munition expended in feducinff the fire of the place, and in 
covering our own and preventing the enemy*s works, is, to a 
civilian, incredible. After the failuie of tIunelH, our caimonado 
hinguished. We talked of it as slackening, and considered it 
extinct. Prince Gortschakoff assures the world that it was a 
mere squib, a feeble firework, which did those tough llussians 
no harm, and caused their troops no inconvenience ; and yet, 
somehow or other, between the 18th of June and 18th of July, 
not less than eight thousand pretty little globules of ii'on, eight, 
ten, and thirteen inches in diameter, and falling with a weight 
in tlie first instance equivalent to fifty, and in the second to 
fifty to ninety tons, were deposited inside the lines of Sebas- 
topol, and every one that burst sent forth some six or eight 
fragments, of several pounds weight each, a distance of two 
or three hundred yards, unless they were stopped in transitu 
by traverse or sinew. The effect of the fire of two hundred 
mortars (of which we are now talking), properly protected by 
horizontal fire, would speedily render the portion of the south 
side within range quite untenable, and if once we gained the 
hills and ridges on which cither the Bastion dn Mfit, the Bedan, 
or the Malakhoff is seated, we should be in a position to com- 
mand the whole of the harbour and roadstead of Sebas- 
topol Nor does it seem likely that the enemy could construct 
any very efficient defences on the steep descent which leads to 
the water’s edge, at the other side of the works, such a.s would 
hold us in check if once we liad entered the place, or that tho 
Bussians would risk their army by defending them. 'J'he pre- 
parations for road making and repairing are promising for the 
winter. The railway is to be trenched in and ballasted up, tlie per- 
manent way is to be placed in perfect order ; but, unless the dis- 
gusting brutality of the men who drive the horses on the line 
be restrained, we shall have no horse power left to work it. It was 
but yesterday 1 saw a ruffian beating ahorse across the loins with 
the hes*vy billet of wood used to cog the wheels when the truck 
halts on an incline. The navvies understood howto use their 
horses,; the men of the Land Transport Corps, some of them at 
least, seem to do their best to kill them, and to destroy the 
trucks as fast as they can. .The men of the Army Works Corps 
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(how many “ Corps ” is poor John Pull paying for ?) are busily 
engaged in road making and road repairing, and the linos tor 
the traniway from Kadikoi to the Woronzofl’ road, and from the 
Col do Ealaklava to Kamiesch, have been surveyed and laid 
down by Mr. Beatty and Mr. Campbell, but it is uncei’tain 
when our allies will begin to make them. 

Magazines are in course of erection, but it is to be regretted 
that the best use has not been made of the iron buildings sent 
out for the pui*pose. They are semi-cylindrical in foim, and as 
they are now placed on the ground their capacity is compara- 
tively small, but if they had been raised on stone walls only 
three feet high, they would have contained, as any one may con- 
ceive, a very much greater quantity of stores. The Croats — those 
interesting creatures to whom we pay 3s. a day for the cultiva- 
tion of luxurious idleness and tobacco smoking — have at last 
been set to work on the roads, and may now be seen in pic- 
turesque group^ alternating between the use of the pick and the 
enjoyment of the pipe on the side of the French road, past our 
cavalry camp beyond Kadikoi. 

“ Vanity Fair” has been partly closed ; many of the booths 
have been shut up for the time, and the proprietors warned off 
for the present, and Kadikoi now presents a desolate and neglected 
aspect. The cause of this abrupt proceeding is not exactly Iniown 
— some say, spies,” others “ dirt;” hut at all events, the Crimean 
Donnybrook, — whCre luxuries were so bad and abundant, and 
where comforts were not unknown — where the poor Provost 
Marshal underwent daily attacks of despair and frenzy — ^where 
Midas lived in every booth, thievish avarico haunted every 
turning, and the scum of Europe bubbled up and boiled over, — 
hius been sadly curtailed in its fair proportions. All the 
sutlers, with some exceptions made in favour of the better class 
of the merchants, such as Mr. Oppenheim, Mr. Crockford, 
and one or two more,, have been obliged to remove, and those 
who are considered deserving of the indulgence have obtained 
permission to erect booths in the new bazaar, for which a site 
has been marked out at the rear of the Second and Fourth 
Divisions, and to the flank and front of the Guards’ camp. 
There is a report that the fair was a nest of spies — strange fires 
were occasionally lighted up on the hills behind it, towards 
Karanyi, and were answered by the Russians on the plateau 
Mackenzie, and people came and departed as tlioy listed without 
any interference with their movements. So “ they say;” but I 
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think the real reason was, that Colonel Harding got angiy at 
the evil habits of the people, who permitted dirt, offal, bones, 
bottles, and nasty things of all kinds, to accumulate, and would 
not clear them away when ordered to do so. In fact, the fair was 
becoming too large and too troublesome. As to spies, they are 
to be looked for elsewhere. It has just been reported that the 
Polish officer who deserted to us from Tehorgoun, at the Xaranyi 
races, some months ago, was caught yesterday in an English 
officer’s umform trying to get over to the Russians. He lived 
long at head-quarters, and could tell a good deal of what passed 
thei*e, but I am inclined to think there is a mistiike, and iliat 
the Pole has been sent away long ago. It is certain that a man 
was brought in to head-quailers dressed in a new English tunic, 
and was examined by General Simpson and Colonel Pakenham, 
but whether it was our amusing friend who sang good songs and 
told such amusing stories I iim not in a position to state. 

Some divisions have managed to get together a considerable 
accumulation of stores in advance, and almost in anticipation 
of the winter. Rum for a month, forage for three weeks, and 
several days* supply of meat liJive been collected in some cases ; 
but fuel is brought up de die in diem by a most thriltlcss 
X)rocess. It is no unusu^ thing to see a string of line Spanish 
mules and x>onies, each of which has cost a good round sum, 
coming from Kasatch or Balaklavawith a couple of stout boughs 
lashed to each side of their pack saddles, the ends trailing on the 
ground, and the drivers urging them at fall speed. The proper 
load of wood for a mule is 2001b. Judging by the loads I have 
.seen weighed, they actually carry less than 1001b., and at the 
same time the costly pack saddles are ruined, and the animals 
distressed and injure<ft by this clumsy mode of carriage. How 
llie money is flying ! If Mr. John could hut get up on one of 
the hill- tops here, and if aft^r gladdening his heart with the sight 
of his fine fleet floating grandly on the water outside the 
“ beleaguered city,” — rejoicing over his bravo sons whose white 
tents stud the brown steppe row after row — and rubbing his 
liands with delight at the thunder of his batteries— he would just 
wipe htsiglasses and look at'the less glorious and exciting por- 
tions. scene, he would have some uneasy tinglings in his 
breeches* pocket, depend on it. '' Where are all these horses 
going to P” Oh; they’re Spanish horses, which have been ca^t 
by the artilleiy, and they’re going to be sold as unfit for service.” 
“ Why, Lord bless me.! it’s only a few months since I paid 
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30,000^. for that vciy lot, and theyVe done nothing I hear hut 
stand at their picket rope?? ever since. They cost roe, I*m sure, 
carriage and all, 100/. a-piece. What do you think I’ll get for 
them “ Well, sir, to tell you the truth, I don’t think as how 
they’ll fetch more than 10/. a-head, if so' much.” To speak 
plainly, for the old gentleman’s peace of mind, I would not 
advise him to be too inquisitive, and a visit to the camp, when 
in its most flourishing condition and healthy aspect, might injure 
his nerves irremediably. ** Who are those fellows in that secluded 
valley, hunting among the vines for some grapes, while their 
horses are loft to wander through the neglected gardens?” 
“ They belong to Division A, or B, or C, or D ; see the letter 
branded on the horses* flanks. They are Turks, Elamites, 
A irgb.ans, dwellers in Mesopotamia, Kurds, Parthians, Canaanites, 
( IrceJv-s, for whose services in the Land Transport Corps yon, 
John, pay daily the sum of 3^. per man, and they ought now to 
be carrying up provisions fur your soldiers, but, being philoso- 
phers of the Epicurean school, they prefer the pursuit of the 
grape and the insouciance of the siesta to tramping over dusty 
roads, or urging their mad career down stony ravines on thy 
much be- whacked quadrupeds !” ** And those miles of muleti 

and carts winding all along the plain, emei*gmg from ravines, 
ascending hills, and that vast aimiy of drivers in quaint attire, 
the concentration of the floating vagabondage of the world, the 
flotsam and jetsam of the social life of every nation, civil and 
barbarous, on earth — to whom do they belong, and who pays 
fliem and for them?” “Even you, my dear sir, and very 
liandsomely too, I can assure you.” “ And those ships in 
Ealaklava ?” “ Yours again, sir ; but don’t bo uneasy ; things 

are managed better there now; occasionally the authorities root 
out a great demurrager, and send her off hopping after slie has 
lain perdu some months doing nothmg. The other day the 
Walmer Castle, a fine Indiaman, sir, was sent otF at hist — she 
had been in Balaklava since last February, doing nothing but 
affording comforiablo lodgings for a few of the authorities — but 
we wont talk of these tilings any more, 'for really the arrange- 
ments are now much improyed.” — Who are those officers in 
blue, with grey, yellow, and red facings— apparently men of rank, 
with stars and erowms and lace on their collars.?” “ They are 
of the Land Transport Corps — captains and quartermasters of 
brigade.” “Hallo! is there a theatrical company here? 
Wlio’rc ^the queer-looking chaps with the huntsmen-in-JDer 
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Freischutz-az^'^^ and tunics, smoking short pipes, and driving 
their carts like so many Jehus ?” “ Well, we have the Zouavo 

Theatre and the Sailors* Theatre, but these men belong to 
Colonel McMurdo, and certainly they have let their hats get 
cruelly out of shape ; they were neat enough, and looked well 

while the rosettes were clean, but now ** “ And who are 

the gentlemen in gray, with black braid and swords and pouch* 
belts and telescopes — some new riflemen, eh ? — capital dress for 
sharpshooters.** “ Wliy, dear me, sii*, don*t you know those are 
harmless civilians, who never want and never wish to shoot any 
one or to be shot at either ? They are civil engineers and civi- 
lians belonging to your recently formed Army Works Corps.** 
“ Hallo, here*a another — what*s he ? a felt helmet with a spike in 
it and brass binding — a red frock with black braid — a big horse 
—a cavalry man, eh ?’* “ WcU, he*8 one of the Mounted Staff 

Corps, and he gets as much as an Ensign in the line for being 
ready to go anywhere — when ho*s wanted.** “Who’s tluit 
drunken fellow — an old soldier in the odd uniibrm, with medals 
on his breast ?’* “ Hush ! he*s the last one left of the Ambu- 

lance Corps. They cost a lot of money, and did some good, but 
McMurdo wont have them now, unless he gets his own way with 

them, and ** “ T beg your pardon, but who is that foreign 

officer in a white bournous and attended by a brilliant staff of 
Generals — ^him with the blue and Silver stripe down his trousers 
1 mean, and gold braid on his waistcoat, and a red and whito 
cap; it must be Pelissier?** That I why that’s M. Soycr, 
chef de nois batteries de cuisine, and if you go and speak to him, 
you’ll find he’U talk to you for several hours about the way your 
meat is wasted; and so I wish you good morning, sir, and 
every success in trade and commerce to enable you to pay all the 
gentlemen you have seen to-day, as well as a speedy entry into 
Sebastopol.'* 

Ah ! that is indeed whub we ail desire ; there are few indeed 
who would wish to go away ere we had strolled as masters 
through its streets, and tried the strength of the Jtussian Tori es 
Yedras fi:om MackenziG*s Farm to the lines of the Belbek. Tin's 
weelfidifts not enabled us to boast of our progress, and it has 
prododed two disastej 3 which, although of a trifling nature, 
have, no doubt, inspired the Bussians with confidence, and com- 
pensated them to a certain extent for the progress our ai-mics 
have made in their sap. The first of these was the explosion of 
a French magazine near the Mamclon, which was caused by a 
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Bussian shell ; the second was the temporary success of the 
Russians in our fifth parallel on Thursday night. Further 
details will bo found below. I may add that the firing is 
tolerably brisk all day ; about a gun every second bellows from 
one sWe or another from dawn till dusk ; then begins a heavier 
cannonade from the Russians in order to catch our reliefs, and 
a bombardment from the allies, and before dawn there are 
generally tremendous bursts of ordnance. The twittering rattle 
of small arms never ceases in the advanced trenches day or night. 

August 30. 

The camp, from one extremity to the other, was this moniing, 
at one o'clock, shaken by a prodigious explosion, which pro- 
duced the effects of an earthquake. A deplorable accident had 
occurred to our gallant allies as they were pursuing their works 
with their accustomed energy. A tumbrel, from which they were 
discharging powder into one of the magazines near the Mamelon, 
was struck by a shell from the Russian batteries, which burst- 
ing as it crashed through the roof of the carriage, ignited tho 
cartridges within; the flames reached the powder in the magazine, 
and, with a hideous roar, 1400 rounds of gunpowder rushed 
forth in a volcano of fire to the skies, shattering to atoms tho 
magazine, the tumbrels, and all tlie surrounding works, and 
whirling from its centre in all directions over the face of the 
Mamelon and beyond it, 160 ofiicers and men. Of these, 40 
were killed on the spot and the rest are scorched and burnt, or 
wounded by splinters, stones, and the shot and shell which were 
thrown into the air by the fiery eruption. Masses of earth, 
gabions, stones, fragments of carriages, and heavy shot were 
hurled far into our works on the left of the French, 4ind wounded 
several of our men. The light of the explosion was not great, 
but its roar and the shock it gave the earth were very consider- 
able. The heaviest sleepers awoke and rushed out of their 
tents. There was silence for an instant, and but for an iiustant, 
as the sullen thunder rolled slowly away and echoed along tho 
heights of Inkermann and Mackenzie, then the Russians, 
leaping to their guns, cheered loudly, but their Voices were 
soon smothered in the crash of the French and English batteries, 
which opened tdong the right of the attack, and played fiercely 
upon their works. The Russians replied to our fire, but they 
were unable to take any advantage of our mischance, owing to 
the firmness of tho French in the advanced trenches and the 
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steadiness, with which the cannonade was continued. A bright 
moon lighted up the whole scene, and shed its rays upon a 
huge pillar of smoke and dust, which rose into the air from 
the Mamelon, and towering to an immense height, unfolded 
itself and let fall from its clustering waves of smoke and sul- 
phurous vapour a black precipitate of earth, fine dust, and 
pebbles, mingled with miserable Iragments, which dropped like 
rain upon the works below. The dark cloud hung like a pall for 
nearly an hour over the place, reddening every moment with 
the rellection of the flashes of the artillery, which boomed in- 
cessantly till dawn. The musketry was very heavy and fierce 
all along the advanced trenches, and as no one except those in 
the parallels near the Mamelon knew the precise nature of tho 
explosion, great anxiety was manifested to learn the truth. Somo 
persons asseitied that tho Russians had sprung a mine — others 
ihat the French had blown in the counterscarp of the Malakhoif 
—and here, with the very spot under their eyes, people were 
conjecturing wildly what had taken place. Just like those at 
home who do not hesitate to make the boldest assertions respect- 
ing the events which have occurred here, and of which they 
know neither the scene nor the circumstance. But with the 
morning came the exact news, and also tho cheering intelligence 
that no damage of importance had been done to the parapet or 
to the works of our gallant allies, for whose loss all felt the 
liveliest sympathy. The weight of powder exploded was nearly 
seven tons, or 1400 rounds of lOlb. each. Four ofiicers lost 
their lives by this deplorable accident ; and if we take into con- 
sideration that there were several hundreds of men in and about 
the Mamelon and the adjacent parallels, it must be admitted 
that it is woaderM that the loss of life and limb was not much 
greater. The shell which did the damage was fired from a 
moiiar, of which the llussians possess comparatively few, 
although it is quite evident that they have recently received a 
supply of that arm, from the fact that the number of mortar 
shells tltfc^li into our works is much more numerous than 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Rumoured Insurrection in Sebastopol— Sufferings of tho garrison— Fearful 
losses on both sides — The crisis approaches — Crimean play^bill — 
.Delight of the audience — Kertch and Yenikale threatened — Officers 
killed and missing — Grand schemes of the Russians— Probable result 
of these — Eagerness of the allied troops for a conflict — Arduous nature 
of service in tho trenches — ^Inefficiency of the recruits— Mere lads sent 
out as officers— Duty in the trenches too much for the new comers — 
Medical department — Strength of the British contingent — The French 
sap close to tho abatiia of the Malakhoff— A Ihrious cannonade and a 
sortie— Letter to the Fourth Division from Lady Georgina Cathcart. 


September 1, 

Thebe have been rumours for the last few days that the 
garrison of Sebastopol is in an extremely disorganized state, 
and there are even positive statements that a revolt took place 
three nights ago, that a brisk firing of musketry, very irregnlar, 
was heard inside the town, mingled with cries and disorderly 
shouting. A deserter reported the fusilladeof an officer of rank 
and nearly 100 men, who had disobeyed orders. There is no 
doubt that tho losses in the town are frightful, and that, not- 
withstanding their official and non-official declarations, the 
Russians suffer from want of water and of spirits. The army 
on the Belbek and along Mackenzie’s ridge seems to have 
diminished in numbers very much. For hours I watch their 
huts and tents, and can see no men moving about their camp, 
and it is most likely that the bulk of the men have retired to 
the Eelbek for water. Indeed, it is confidently affirmed, that 
owing to the deficiency of forage, their cavalry have been com- 
pelled to fall back on tho road to Bakshisefai. Their tele- 
graphs ore busy at work, and at night revolving lights or flash 
lights can bo seen from the extreme ridge of Mackenzie towards 
Aitodor up to Inkermann. It would he worth while to ascertain* 
tho truth of these reports, were it not for the disastrous results any 
unsuccessful movemenl to storm the heights would produce on 
tlie operations of the siege. The Russians have thrown up another 
batteiy, close to the Spur Battery; it commands a small path firom 
tho Tchemaya. Possibly they expect an attack from us. Their 
last defeat has destroyed their morale^ and we are assured that 
the convoys of wounded from Sebastopol are ordered to take a 
detour, so as not to pass through the camps on their way to 
Siuiphcropol and Bakshiscrai. On the other hand^ the French, 

i2 
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With their usual energy, are •constructing extremely strong 
redoubts on the site of the old redoubts in the plain, which were so 
miserably made by us, and to which, among other causes, we may 
attribute the disastrous loss of the 25th of October, when they 
were abandoned by the Turks. These works are in connexion with 
the outer line of defence from Xamara, Traktir, and Tchorgoun, 
and the Sardinian and Turkish batteries towards Baidar, and 
behind them are the old batteries and redoubts defending Bala- 
klava, whicli is now one of the strongest positions in the world. 

The attack on the Malakhoff may possibly take place within 
a few weeks after these lines are penned — ^if so, you will loam 
the msult ere they reach you. Our gallant and admirable 
allies aro losing heavily, I regret to say, in the White redoubt 
which they captured on the 7th of June. The 12-gun battery 
on the north side takes them in flank and reverse, the Mala- 
khoff enfdades them on the other side, and they are exposed to 
the direct fire of the shipping in front. They gaily call the place 

VAbattoir,** and it is said they lose one-half of the men who 
go into it every day* As for ourselves, the Adjutant-General’s 
lists show what our losses are, and I hope impress on the autho- 
rities at homo the necessity of keeping our dep6ts full, and our 
draughts constantly en route to the Crimea. About fifty men 
Jiors de combat in every twenty-four hours soon tell on the 
cilicicncy of a small army. It is in effect the demolition of a 
regiment in ten days. However, these rumours to which I 
have alluded, give hope once more that this endless cannon- 
ading may soon be silenced in the shouts of victory. Certainly 
the spirit aud morale of the men are excellent. As for Jack Tar, 
he shall speak for himself. This is the bill of his play — 

Theatee Eotal, Naval Beigade. 

On Friday Evening, Slst of August, will be Performed 
Deaf al a Post! 

To be followed by 
The Silent Woman. 

The whole to conclude with the laughable Farce entitled 
Slashes and Ceashee. 

Scats to be taken at 7 o’clock. Performance to commence 
iwecisely at 8 o’clock. 

God save the Queen ! Eule Britannia ! 

And right well they played. True, the theatre was the am- 
putating house of the Brigade, but no reflections as to its future 
and past use marred the sense of present enjoyment. The 
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scenes were furnished from The London/’ the actors from tho 
Brigade. There was an agreeable ballet girl, who had to go 
into the trenches to work a 68-pounder at three o’clock in the 
morning, and Bosa was impersonated by a prepossessing young 
boatswain’s mate. Songs there were in plenty, with a slight 
smack of the forecastle, and a refrain of big guns booming 
down the. ravine from the front; but they were all highly 
ai)preciatcd, and the dancing wjis pronounced to be worthy of 
Her Majesty’s ere Terpsichore and Mr. Lumley retired from tho 
concern. Nor were fashionable and illustrious personages 
wanting to griice the performance with their presence, and to 
relieve the mass of 2000 commoners who cheered and laughed 
and applauded so good-humouredly. Your elegant contemporary’s 
typos need not have blushed to print such names as tho “ Duke 
of Newcastle,” who paid marked attention to Deaf as a JPost, 
and led the encore for a hornpipe of the first force ; as “ Lord 
Bokeby,” who was as assiduous as his GraCe,' besides those of 
generals, brigadiers, lords, and honourablcs. The sense of 
enjoyment was not marred by the long range guns, which now 
and then sent a lobbing shot neai* the theatre and never did 
any harm ; and if the audience were amused, so were the per- 
formers, who acted with surprising spirit and taste. What would 
old Benbow or grim old Cloudesley Shovell have thought of 
it all ? 

11 O'CLOCK, A.H. 

It is rumoured that Kcrtch and Yenikale are in danget of 
being attacked by a largo force of Bnssians. The ** Himdaya*’ 
came round from Kasatch this morning, and they are in such a 
hurry to get her off again that they are watering her out of tho 
ships in harbour, it is believed sh^ will take a party of 
cavalry round to Kertch forthwith. 

Tho cavalry are sickly — many men ill, but not dangerously 
so. No wonder that they are ill, for the recruits sent out to us 
lire niiserablft. When in full dress they are " all helmet and 
boots.” Tho Army Works Corps have lost twelve men by cholera. 

There was a sortie early this morning on the advanced 
trenches of our right attack, and the Bussians kept up a very 
heavy fire on our working parties. 

Colonel Walker, Soots Fusilier Guards, was slightly wounded, 
and Lieutenant Wolseley, B.E., received a small contusion from 
a piece of stone. 

In the Second Division, which furnished men^for tho 
trenches, one officer was killed, Captain L. Fraser, 05th (died 
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of wounds), and two wounded — ^tho latter. Major Graham, 41st 
(amputation of arm); Lieutenant Forbes, 30th (amputation of 
shoulder-joint). Captain lloss, Buffs, is mining. 

The “ Sphinx** arrived off Balaklava, and Sir E. Lyons came 
TOimd from Kasatch, and went back by her to the fleet. Lord 
Stratford de Itcdclifle and retinue took their departure for 
Therapia yesterday. The “Andes** has also arrived in port. 

September S. 

There is a general belief that the Russians are about to try the 
chances of war once more, and that in one grand attaok along the 
whole of our line they are prepared to assault the allies with 90,000 
men at three or four points between Baidar and the gorge of Inker- 
mann, and at the same time to make a general sortie in great 
force from Sebastopol on the leR, centre, and right of our works. 
Prince Gortschakoii*, General Liprandi, General Paniutin, and 
General Osten-Sacken are mentioned as the directors of the 
attacking columns on certain i)oints, which have been indicated 
to us by information derived from the enemy *s camp. The 
mass of the Russian forces is supposed to be at present con- 
centrated on the cultivated plateau between Kamishli and 
Kalankoi, on the south side of the Belbck, supported by 
divisions echeloned on the road to Bakshiserai. Near Kalankoi 
“a bad and diflicult** mountain road to Balaklava crosses 
the Belbek, strikes off to the right to Mackenzie’s farm, 
descending thence from the plateau, crosses the Tchemaya at the 
bridge of the Traktir, now famous as the scene of the brilliant 
action of the IGth of August, and sweeps across the plain of 
Balaklava, intersecting in its course the Woronzoff road. Several 
paths or indifferent roads branch from this grand causeway ere 
it descends the plateau of Mackeiazie’s Farm, leading by Chuliou 
and Ozenbasch towards Ba* '^ar, and it is thought that the Rus- 
sians may have put these in tolerable condition, and rendered 
them availablo for the passage of troops and artillcfy. It seems 
almost incaredible that any General would trust his army among 
those defiles and mountain-passes, because a failure on the pai't oi‘ 
the corps on his right to seize Tchorgoun sind Komara would 
leave him without support, and an active enemy could easily pursue 
and crush him befoi’e ho could possibly gaiii the plateau from 
which he had descended, and get under cover of the guns of his 
intrenched camp. However, wc are told that such an attempt 
will be ipade, and that Tchorgoun and Traktir arc to be attacked 
once more, while a strong Russian column, advancing along the 
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Eaidar road, drives in the Turks and French, and menaces 
Balaklava by the heights over the sea. Nothing would give 
such universal satisfaction to the v^hole army as another attempt 
by the enemy to force our position. If the Russians descend 
into the plain we are sure of success, and the prospect of a 
sanguinary engagement would give positive pleasure to both 
of&cers and men, alike weary of the undistinguished, if not inglo- 
rious, service of the trenches. With nearly 3000 English cavalry 
and upwards of 6000 French ^bres we ought to malce signal 
examples of our defeated foes in their retreat, and our 50 field 
guns, all in high efficiency and order, would surely annihilate 
any artillery wliich the Russians could place in position to check 
pursuit or cover the flight of their infantry. As to their 
cavalry, they are, as far as wo can ascertain, inferior in number 
to our own, and wo ore certain that in dash and pluck they can- 
not match the men who charged at Balaklava. In fine, there is 
reason to hope that if the enemy should strike a great blow he 
will meet with a great disaster, and that we may by one well- 
fought field terminate the daily conflict which leads to such 
terrible loss of life, and win a victory rich for once with grand 
results, and yielding fruits Avorthy of our daring, our judgment, 
and our military genius. 

The attack was expected this morning ; it may take place to- 
morrow ; should it be deferred for a fc^ days more, the Russians 
may liave to fight with all their masses for the possession of the 
]\1alakho(F, for the French are assuredly determined not to delay 
the assault much longer, if it were oidy to put an end to the 
losses to which they are hourly exposed. Q^eral Pelissier said 
the other day, I lose a fine brigade every ten days.*' It 
is no compensation that the enemy loses three to our one. 
The Russians swarm like flies, and their Generals are only 
puzzled how to use them, or they could have t#ioe as many. 
S^o strong are the expectations of an attadc that all officers are 
ordered to stay in their respective camps. Last night orders 
were seAt round to each division that all the troops should be in 
readiness to tom out at onee at a moment's notice. On the 
rear, the French, Sardinians, and Turks were under arms long 
before daybreak, and only turned in when assured by careful 
examination in broad ^ylight that the enemy were not 
approaching. The Russians have concentrated considerable 
masses in and about Upu, Ozembasch, and Chuliou, and Friboe 
Gortsebakofi* in person lately visited the army destined to operate 
against the Turks, French, and Sardinians on the rear, and was 
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prodigal of promises and encouragement. The intelligence 
received by the English, French, and Turkish Generals coincides 
on these points, and is believed to be entirely trustworthy. 
Nothing but despair could induce the Kussians to attempt such 
an enterprise. As to a sortie, although it may be made with 
large bodies of men, it has no better chance of success, for our 
reserves will be kept in readiness to act at once, and the force in 
the trenches will be henceforth greatly augmented. It is rather 
strange that we have never constructed any batteries to sweep 
the WoronzofF road, on the ilank of the No. 11 Battery in 
our left attack, as a strong column of Kussians passing 
rapidly along in this direction might cause our batteries on the 
left attack to be endangered, and expose them to the risk of 
being turned, unless protected by a strong force of infantry. It 
has been our practice, until very recently, to send only 1400 men 
into the trenches of the left attack, of which one-half was of the 
reserve, and, as the latter were allowed to go back to camp in the 
day, it frequently happened that only 700 men were left to guard 
the whole of our extensive works in Chapman's attack. In 
future our force wdll be increased, and the reserves will bo main- 
tained in aU their integrity, so as to be ready to give efficient 
support to the trench guard should the enemy make any serious 
demonstration against our lines. And here I may be permitted 
to offer one word on behalf of such officers and men as have not 
had an opportunity of sharing the honours conferred on those 
who have been so fortunate as to be engaged in general actions 
during this war. I am certain that there is a very general fool- 
ing in the army that there should be some distinctive decoration 
for “service in the trenches.” Men have been decorated for 
Alma, Inkcimann, and Balaklava who were not in the least 
danger or even more under fire than if they had remained in their 
club card-room, but no man joes into the trenches who is not 
exposed to heavy fire and to continual danger. The Adjutant- 
General’s returns will show that in a foiinight we lose nearly as 
many officers and men as are put hors de combat in a regular 
battle, altl mu gh it will be observed that the proportion of officers 
to men ku^ and wounded is far smaller than it is on occasions 
of drawn battle. A man who has served thirty nights in the 
trenches will have undergone more fire than if he had been in 
the hottest fight of the campaign. Why not let him have a 
de<k>ration, were it only a bit of iron with the words “ Trenches 
before Sebastopol” engtaved upon it ? The arduous nature of 
our trench service is best indicated by our returns, and by the 
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fact that many young officers who come out from England are ren- 
dered unfit or unable to discharge their duties after a few weeks' 
experience. Although there ai'c many complaints of the rawness of 
the recruits sent out to us« they are as nothing compared to the 
outcry against the crudity of the lads who are despatched as 
“officers’* to the Crimea, and who perforce must be sent in 
responsible positions into the trenches. A reference to the daily 
(lencral Orders will satisfy any one of the trutlifulness of that 
outciy. The number of officers who sicken and are ordered 
home, or to Scutari', or to go on board ship, is increasing, and it 
is not found that the recently arrived regiments furnish the 
smallest number of those worn out by ennui, and reduced 
from good health to a state of illness by a few days* service, 
'flic old oflicers, of ciursc, grumble loudly and deeply at such a 
state of things, and the grim veterans who have remained with 
their regiments since the beginning of the campaign, are indig- 
nant at having sent out as their comrades puling* boys, who, 
from no fault of their own, arc utterly helpless and inefficient, 
imd soon sicken, and leave the duties of the regiment to bo 
perrormed by their overworked seniors. Why should not 
vacancies in regiments out here be filled up from regiments 
stationed cjlscwherc ? Such a course was piii'sued in the Chinese 
war, in our Indian wars, and 1 believe in the long war, and it 
secured the services of experienced soldiers. There are many 
ensigus of four, five, and six years’* standing in the latter regi- 
ments, while it would bo difficult to find many lieutenants who 
have seen so much service in any regiment which has been hero 
since the beginning of the war. 

With all our experience we still permit the existence of absur- 
dities and anomalies. About 100 doctors are sick from over- 
work or of disgust, and yet we have civil hospitals on the 
Dardanelles, maintained at some expense, in which the medical 
men have so little to do that they come up to camp to “ tout” 
for patients and practice. The surgeons say that, as it is very 
evident Government will never give them any honour or reward, 
except mc^ service promotion and pay, they will look to tho 
latter alone, and it may be easily imagined in what frame of 
mind they will serve in cases where they can escape the neces- 
sity of energetic exertion. With a kind of refined irony two of 
the medicab officers werg “invited to attend” at the investiture 
of the K.C.B.’s the other day, as none of them were eligible as 
C.B.’s. Two commissariat officers^ were kindly invited to repre- 
sent their body. These complaints are the echoes of voices in 
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the camp, load enough to be heard, and as such I report 
them. 

The condition of the army, notwithstanding the existence of 
a considerable amount of sickness, of some discontent, and of en 
element of weakness in the youthfiil recruits, is, on the whole, 
so far as one can judge, satisfactory. It is not, however, as 
strong as people at home imagine. With all our reinforcements 
in fresh regiments and draughts it does not reach the strength 
Mr. Sidney Herbert and his friends over and over again declared 
it to be when it was struggling for life in the snow and mud 
last winter. The Sardinians, now acclimatized, flushed with 
triumph, and anxious for another opportunity to try their steel, 
form a fine corps of about SOOOeflective bayonets, and the Turks 
can turn out about 13,000 strong. The Vrench, notwithstand- 
ing their enormous losses by sickness, their sufferings in the 
capture of the Mamelon, in the assault of the 18th of June, and, 
above all, in the trenches, where they have on an average 160 
Jiors de comhai on quiet nights,*’ and perhaps twice as many 
when the enemy are busy, could with ease present 55,000 
bayonets to the enemy without distressing themselves, or calling 
on the camp guards, &c., to leave their posts. The allied cavalry 
is just 9000 sabres strong, and our field artillery is overpowering. 
In a word, while the siege works are advancing steadily, and 
with very few checks, the allies con present on^y side a front 
which is quite strong enough to hold its own against wliatever 
numbers the Kussians can bring against us. There is no ground 
for them to attack in large masses, and there is no luom 
to deploy the men if they had them, and they have already 
discovered that in attacking by masses of columns successively 
surging against us their slaughter is increased and the con- 
fusion of their repulse very much aggravated. From the 
French sap in front of the Mamelon one can now lay his hand 
on the dbaitis of the Malakhoff! It is a hazardous experi- 
ment sometimes. Major Graham lost his arm in trying it 
en amateur the other ^y, for he was hit as he was returning up 
the trench ; indeed, it is a subject of remark that aAteurs and 
officers who have just come into the trenches are more frequently 
hit than is consistent with the rules of proportion. Mr. Gam- 
bier^ a midshipman of the Cura 9 oa,’* wont as an amateur into 
the advanced parallel of the left attack^and took a shot at a 
Hussiaii rifieman ; he was rewarded by a volley from several of 
the enemy, and in another instant was going up on a stretcher, 
with a ball through both his thighs. It is a very common 
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thin^ to bear it said, ** Poor Smith is killed ; jast imagine— -bis 
first night in the trenches/ ‘ “Jones lost a leg last night; only 
joined us this week, and bis second night on duty," The 
Russians, of coarse, must suffer in the same way, but I doubt if 
they have many amateurs. They have quite enough of legiti- 
mate fighting, and their losses are said to be prodigious ; almost 
beyond belief. They must soon attack or give up the south 
side. The Bedan looks greatly cut up ; it has no longer the 
nice cabinetmaker’s work on its face which it^ boasted formerly. 
The diary of events is not important. • 

Tho “ Himalaya,” with 150 of the 10th Hussars and a troop 
of the Chasseuys d'AfriquCt is to be sent to Yenikale, which is, 
according to report, menaced by a large force of the enemy. • It 
is more probable that these reinforcements have been sent to 
scour the country for fodder and food, and to protect the out- 
lying flocks and herds in the plain between Kertch and Yenikale 
against the attacks of the Cossacks. 

There has been nothing of importance throughout the day. 
The fire has been pretty sharp at times, but it has not been 
attended with any marked advantage on our side, nor have the 
enemy inflicted any serious loss upon usi 

10 P.U. 

There has just been a severe afiair in front. At a quarter 
past 9 P.M., a heavy fire of musketry to the left of the Malakhoff 
showed that the enemy were attacking the French works in 
front of the.Mamclon. The night was dark, but clear, and for 
half an hour tho whole of ouf lines were a blaze of quick, inter- 
mittent light. The musketry rattled incessontly. Chapman 
and Gordon's batteries opened with all their voices, and the 
Kcdan, MalakhofF, Garden, and Barrack Batteries replied with 
roars of ordnance. After twenty minutes of this infernal con- 
flict the 'musketiy fire flickered and died out, and then com- 
menced for a quarter of an hour a general whirling of shells 
from both sides, so that the light of the very stars was eclipsed, 
and their dominion usurped by the wand^ing flight of these 
iron orbs.^ Twenty or ^irty of these curves of fire tearing 
tlie air asunder and uttering their shrill “tuwhitl tu whit! 
tu whit !’’ as they described their angry flight in the sky, could 
be counted and heard at once. While it lasted it was one of the 
hottest affairs wo have yet experienced. The Bussians in this 
sortie attacked our advanced sap on the right once more, and 
wore repulsed with great loss ; but Captain Pcchell, of the 77th, 
a brave and beloved young officer, in setting a brilliant example 
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to liis men, was killed. The gallant 77th behaved extremely well, 
and tlio 97th were engaged under the following oircumstaTices, 
as stated by one of the officers. A party under Captain Hatton 
were posted in the advanced trench of the left of the right 
sittack. The Russians, at midnight, attacked our working 
party at a new sap, and drove it in. Lieutenant Brinkley and 
Lieutenant Preston, with 100 of the 97th, were ordered to 
proceed to the right of the new sap, to act as a covering party ; 
and on arriving at the trench they found it so crowded \vitli 
men of the 23rd that it was impossible to keep the party of the 
9 7th together, so they were obliged to find room as well as they 
could. This crowded state of the trench is said to have arisen 
from the party of the 23rd not having recommenced working 
when the firing ceased, and remaining in the trench with the 
covering party of the 77th. At 12*30 Lieutenant-Colonel Lcgh, 
97th, was ordered to take his men to Colonel Bunbury, 23rd, who 
was in the open space in advance of the new sap. He collected 
about forty-five rank and file, and telling Lieutenant Preston 
to advance with the rest, proceeded to the head of the sap, which 
was knocked to pieces, either by the Russians when they had 
entered it, or by a battery on the flank of the MalakhofT. 
Here Lieutenant Preston was slightly hit, and one man killed.’ 
About fifteen yards in front of the sap Colonel Bunbury and a 
party of the 77th, under Captain Pechell, were stationed • and 
that party having been relieved by the party of the 97th, Colonel 
Lcgh dispersed his men in cover as well as possible, sending 
out two parties of six each uifller Sergeants Coleman and 
O’Grady in advance. The Russians pushed on and commenced 
firing sliarply from some rifle-pits and largo stores in front. 
All of a sudden they gave a loud cheer, and the men of tho 
97th at once stood up, expecting a rush. When the Russians 
saw the effect of their ruse they fired a volley, which killed 
and wounded several men. Lieutenant Preston, who had 
stepped in front of Colonel Legh, was mortally wounded, and 
carried to the rear by Sergeant Coleman ; but Sergeant O’Grady 
fell dead just as he had demanded permission to take the 
enemy’4^e-pii3. Lieutenant^Ware and Lieutenant Whitehead 
were MUt down by Captain Hutton to Assist their comrades, 
wh^ ,the Russians again fired and wounded Lieutenant Ware ; 
but Lieutenant 'Whitehead succeeded in bringing in all the 
wounded, except Corporal Macks, who was lying close to tho 
rifle-pits with two logs broken. Lieutenant Brinkley came up 
in support. The Russians renewed their firing, but without 
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result ; and they retired from the pita before dawn, having put, 
in this little uiTuir, three officers and twenty-four hors de 
combat. The Russians tore down some gabions, and were only 
driven out after a desperate struggle, in which and during their 
retreat they lost at least 600 men. The French loss was up- 
wards of 300 men hors de combat; and they also lost some of 
their gabions. Our shell practice was beyond all praise, and 
the Redan suffered severely in the contest, and could not cover 
the retreat of the enemy. 

Two deserters — daring fellows in their feaiv— actually swam 
out la^t night to one of the French ships on guard off Sebastoj^l 
and gave information of great importance. They declare that 
most of the heavy guns have been transferred from Fort Con- 
stantino and Fort Nicholas to the defensive works, and that tho 
powder is removed from the works of the harbour and placed in 
Fort Nicholas. Tho number of men who started on this 
perilous expedition was live, and as only two arrived safely, tie 
rest arc supposed to have perished. They supported themselves 
during their long swim by means of bladders. The Sardinians 
have begun the earthworks for tho railway from tho Wo^nzoff- 
road to Kadikoi. 

TUSSDAV, 10 A.M. 

There is really nothing to add to the foregoing even by way 
of postscript. Our expectations of attack were again disap- 
X^ointed. The subjoined extract from a divisional order will bo 
read with interest : — 

**The following extract of a letter from Lady Georgina 
Oathcart is published for the information of the officers and 
privates of tho Fourth Division 

“ ‘ I beg you will yourself accept and convey to the officers and 
men of the Fourth Division tho thanks of all the family, as well 
us my own, for this touching memorial of their affe^ion and 
esteem for their late Commander, Sir George Cathcart, which is 
indeed most gratifying' to us. I think the whole design hand- 
some. The manner in which it has been executed, of solid and 
durable granite, in the midst of many difficulties and dangers, 
as well as privations, reflects great credit on all those engaged in 
it, and for which we feel most grateM.* ** 

The Divisiqn ore very much pleased with this expression of 
Lady Cathcart*s sentiments. They still remember with affection 
their late gallant chiefr 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE FINAL BOMBARDMENT. 

The dawn of the 5th of September — View from Cathcart’s Hill — The com- 
mencement of the final bombardment — Its IVurful cfTects — Activity of 
the French — They open fire without U8 — Dlncss of ticneral .Tones — A 
pause in the terrible drama — Jtenewal of the bombardnient^At night 
botii Kiiglisli and French mortars and heavy ^ns keep up the fire — A 
]tusi»ian frigate in the harbour in flames — Splendour of the scene-— 

*Rencwal of tlie Iximbardmcnt on the second day Deaths of Captains 

Sliutic and Buckley — The bombardment continued on the third day— 
The assault determined upon — A llussian two-decker on fire — Explo- 
sion ill Sebastopol — Preparations for the grand struggle. 

Wednesday, September 5. 

At dawn on the moming of the 5th of September the allied 
batteries opened fire for the sixth time on Sebastopol. The 
air was pure and light, and a gentle breeze from the soutli- 
east, which continued all day, drifted over the steppo, and 
blew gently into Sebastopol. The sun shone serenely through 
the vapours of early morning and wreaths of snowy clouds, 
on the long lines of white houses inside those rugged defence.s 
of earth and gabionnado which have so long kept our armies 
gazing in vain on this “august city.” The ships floated 
quietly on the waters of the roads, which were smooth as 
a mirror, and reflected the forms of these “monarchs of the 
main,” while outside our own fleet and that of the Frcncli, 
equally inactive, and not quite so useful to us, were reposing 
between Xasatch and Constantine as idly as though they were 
“ painted ships upon a painted ocean.” From Cathcai't’s-hill tlio 
view takes in a portion of the defences of the (Juarantine — the 
French approaches to it ar I to the Flagstaff J>atterics up to 
the junction of their' parallels with our left attack, whicli 
takes place in the ravine at the end of the Dockyard-creek'. 
The spectator can see at a glance the Flagstaif Eattcrics* 
works— the suburb of ruined houses, or rather the sites of cot- 
tages residences, which are all that is noW left of long 
atestd ^destroyed by the fire of our allies. This mass of ruiii.s 
k ifluolosed between the Flagstafl* and the crenellated sea wall, 
aud^ beyond this, at a coup cPcbU, may be seen the civil towui 
behind^ still presenting a stately appearance as it rises on the 
i jfillside tier over tier, displaying churches, stately mansion::, 
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and public buildings of fine whiter or red sandstone, Avith 
gardens interspersed and trees growing in the w;alks. These 
lino structures are not exempt from “low neighbourhoods'* of 
whitewashed houses, belonging to the garrison or to Ijhe poorer 
inhabitants. The hill on which this part of the city stands 
rises from the rear of the Flagstaff Battery to the height of 200 
feet or more, it presents a steep free to the creek from the Dock- 
yard, and then sweeps round towards the roadstead, to the level 
of which it abruptly descends at the rear of the southern forts. 
The houses which are built upon this face of the hill are not visible, 
but those situate on the eastern free, or on the descent to Dock- 
yard-creek, are discernible to the naked eye. There is a poor 
suburb at the base, and thence the houses rise in terraces, with 
flights of steps and curving roads up to the brow of the hill. 
The bombardment is beginning to tell upon these buildings. 
A church, decorated with many small pinnacles at the angles 
of the roof, has been struck by a shell, whicli destroyed tlie 
roof. Some of the best mansions are split open, or with their 
cracked walls admit the light of the day ; others are perforated 
with sliot-holes, through which the light is visible — windows, 
doors, pillavs, and columns are broken or destroyed. In the 
rubbish of the suburb, next to the Flagstaff works, there are 
several batteries in excellent order, which are not injured by the 
allied batteries, and which have not yet fired much, if at all. 
They arc mostly Jl^ches, and seem intended as out-lying works 
of the second line of defences. Near the top of the hill, inside 
the crenellated wall, a portion of the interior line of these 
defences is to be seen. A battery, called the “ Crow’s Nest,” 
li om its elevated position, is placed near this line, and commands 
to, a certain extent the right of the French Icfb attack, and oi^r 
sailors' batteries in the left of our left; attack, and to all of these it 
is rather troublesome. It contains a couple of large mortars in 
addition to some loug-rango guns, and can bear on .any troops 
between the outer defences and the foot of the hill on which the 
town rises, and the ravine between our left and the French left 
attaclf. A series of very strong earthwosks crowns the ridge of 
the same hill, and the defences broken by the creek are con- 
tinued towards the right by the various batteries (Barrack, 
Koad, Garden, Black, &c.), which are connected wdth the Great 
Bcdan, and thence are carried to the Malakhoff and its outlying 
works. The suburb behind these defences next the creek, and 
in front of our left attack, is in complete ruins, but our line of 
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batteries is almost too far^to do injury to the public buildings 
behind the suburb. Our old first parallel has indeed been dis- 
armed on account of the distance, and the guns have been moved 
from it into the second parallel, and various batteries in front of 
it. The line of the first parallel and the hill on wliich it is placed 
conceal from the spectator atCathcart's-hill the cemetery which we 
have occupied since the 18th of June, uud which is improperly 
marked as “ The Ovens** in one of the best maps of the place. 
Tlioj’^ also hide the course of the Woronzoff-road and the ravine 
in front under the proper right of the liedan. That portion of 
the ravine between our right and left attack, which not 
closed up by the sweep of the hills on which the attacking bat- 
teries are placed, or by the ragged height seamed wdth rifle-pits, 
craters of bombs, zigzags, and the works of our Quarries Hattery, 
is still visible. Behind the liedan may be observed the long 
line of the dockyard and arsenal buildings, and the baiTacks, 
which have been rendered uninhabitable on the near side by our 
fire — the great shears, the floating bridge across the roads to 
the north side, the two lines of mcji-of-war — the “ Twelve 
Apostles’* and five two-deckers, frigates, and steamers. I'hcn, 
on our right of the Redan lie the Malakhoff, Mamebn, and the 
White Works, and Mount Sapouue peering over them, and then 
tlic north side — the citadel, the Russian camp, Inkennann, its 
batteries, and the plateau of the Bclbek foi-raing the background, 
which is defined still further by a strip of blue sea. 

From Cathcart’s-hill, therefore, on the right front of the 
Fourth Division cjimp, one can gain an admirable view of certain 
points of the position from the sea on the left to our extreme 
right at Inkcrmaim. That advantage is, however, rarely obtain- 
able when there is any heavy^ firing; as the smoke g(*ner€ally 
liangs ill thick clouds between the earthworks, not to be easily 
dispelled, excepting by the p’d of a brisk wdnd. If one of the 
few x^ei'Bons who were in the secret of the opening of the French 
batteries had been on Cathcart*6-hill on the morning of the 5th 
he would have beheld then, just before half-past five o’clock, 
the whol^^jpf this scene marked out in keen detail in the clear 
morningi^^. The men in our trenches can he seen sitting 
down b^md the traverses, or strolling about in the reai* of the 
pptapets. Small trains of animals and files of men may he con- 
tinually observed {)aBsing over the ground between the trenches 
and the camp, and the only smoke that catches the eye rises 
from the kettles of the soldiery, or from the discharge of a riflo 



THE FRENCH OPEN FIRE. 


129 


in the advanced works. On the left, however, it is seen that 
the French trenches are criowded with men, and that their 
batteries are all manned, though the occupants keep well out 
of sight of the enemy, and the mantlets and screens are yet 
down before the muzzles of some of their guns. The men 
beneath the parapets swarm like bees. A few grey-coated 
Kussians may be noticed repairing the works of the Flagstaff 
IJattery, or engaged in throwing up a new work, which pro- 
mises to be of considerable strength, in front of the second line 
of their defences. Suddenly, close to the Bastion du ]Vlat, 
along the earthen curtain between Noa. 7 and 8 Bastions three 
jets of dame spring up into the air and hurl up as many pillars* 
of earth and dust, a hundred feet high, which are warmed 
into ruddy hues by the horizontal rays of the sun. The 
French have exploded three fougasses to blow in the counter- 
scarp, and to serve as a signal to their men. Jn a moment, 
Irom the sea to the Dockyard-creek, a stream of fire three 
miles in length seems to run like a train from battery to battery, 
and fleecy, curling, rich white smoke ascends, as though the 
earth had suddenly been rent in the throes of an earthquake, and 
was vomiting forth the material of her volcanoes. The lines of 
the French trenches wore at once covered as though the very 
clouds of Heaven had setthid down upon them and were whirled 
about in spiral jots, in f(>stoons, in clustering hunches, in columns 
and in sheets, all commingled, involved together, and uniting 
as it were by the vehement flames beneath. The crash of such a 
liemendous fire must hsive been appalling, but the wind and 
the peculiar condition of the atmosphere did not permit the 
sound to produce any great effect on our camp ; in the city for 
the same reason the noise must have been temfic and horrible. 
The iron storm tore over the Kussian Imes, tossing up, as if in 
sport, jets of earth and dust, rending asunder gabions, and 
“ squelching” the parapets, or dashing in amongst the houses 
and ruins in their rear. ' The terrible files of this flying aimy 
extending about four miles in front, rushed across the plain, cany- 
ingdeathand terror in their train, swept with heavyand irresistible 
wings the liussiaii fltmks, and searched their centre to the core. 
A volley so startling, simultaneous, and tremendously powerful 
was probably never yet discharged since cannon were infaro- 
ducod. The liussians seemed for a while utterly paralysed. 
Their batteiies were not manned with ^strength enough to 
enable them to reply to such an overlapping and crushing fire ; 
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but tho French, leaping? to their guns with astounding energy, 
rapidity, and vigour, kept on filling the very air with the 
hurtling storm, and sent it in unWken fury against their 
enemies. More thfui 200 pieces of aililleiy of large calibre, 
admirably served and well directed, played incessantly upon tho 
hostile lines. In a few moments a great veil of smoke — ** a 
war-cloud rolling dun” — spread from the gurs on tho left of 
Sebastopol ; but the rpar of the shot did not cease, and the 
cannonade now pealed forth in great irregular bursts, now died 
away into hoarse jnurmurs, again swelled up into tumult, or 
rattled from one extremity to tho other of the line like the 
file-fire of infantry. Stone walls went down before the 
discharge at once, but the earthworks yawned to receive shot 
and shell alike. However, so swift and incessant was the 
passage of tliese missiles through tho embrasures and along tho 
tops of the parapets that the enemy had to lie close, and scarcely 
dare show themselves in the front line of their defences. For a 
few minutes the French had it all their own way, and appeared 
to be on the point of sweeping away the place without resistance. 
This did not last long, as after they had fired a few rounds from 
each of their numerous guns, the Kussian artillerymen got to 
work, and began to return the fire. Tliey made good practice, 
hut fired slowly and with precision, as if they could not afford 
to throw away an ounce of powder. The French were stimulated 
rather than restrained by such a reply to their astonishing volleys, 
and sent their shot with greater rapidity along the line of the 
defences, and among the houses of the town. But what were 
we doing all this time ? What was our admirable Naval Brigade 
and our gallant siege train doing? They were just working 
their guns at a quiet rate, but they maintained their usual de- 
structive and solid “ hammering” away at the laces of the Kcdan 
and of the Malaklioff, and aided our invaluable allies by keeping 
up a regular shell practice on the batteries from the Creek to 
the Redan. Now two or three mortars from Gordon*s, then two 
or three mortars from Chapman's, hurled 10 and 13-inch shell 
behind the, enemy's works, and connected the discharges by 
rounda'from long 33*s or 68Vi. It is not Imown why this evi- 
dent want of unanimity existed, and why we did not open fire 
with the same vigour and rapidity as the French. General 
Pelissier was at our head-quarters yesterday, and had an interview 
with General Simpsox^, and it is not unlikely that the French Corn- 
man ler, finding that we were not quite prepared to open fir© with 
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effect, with liis charfictcristio impetuosity, resolved on doiiifj so 
himself, and to rely upon his own numerous and heavy ordnance 
and abundance of ammunition. I am by no means prcpai'ed to 
say that we were not ready to open on the day agreed upon, nor 
do I insinuate that there was the smallest want of unanimity 
between the Generals, but it is a fact that we had not the guns 
and ammunition required for opening a three days* fire of 
intensity, and that if we had jdenty of a certain sort of materiel 
and missiles, the requisite quantity of those of a different, but 
useful description, was wanting. Our allies must appreciate the 
readiness with which we have on several occasions lent them 
guns, shot, and shell, and are too generous, while remembering 
such services, to find fault with us for not having accumulated 
such masses of stores as they had collected. Alter all, it may 
turn out that for militiuy reasons tlie Generals resolved to let 
the French open first, and that their inaugural cannonade was a 
matter of arrangement. Although there ai*e some complaints of 
deficiency in the eiigineeriiig department, 1 have never heard it 
said that our artillery, so long as th.c su|)plies of powder, shot> 
and guns lasted, were not ready to meet any enemy. ’ It un- 
fortunately happens at tliis juncture that General Jones, who 
lias always disj)layed great energy in directing the siege works, 
is unwell. In fact, he cannot go out, on account of a severe at- 
tack of rheumatism, which almost cripples him. 

But all this has nothing to do with the siege, and in the 
mean time our allies are pounding away with exceeding wanntli 
at everything witliin range of their guns. Our Quarry Batteiy, 
armed with two mortars and eight cohoms, just 40) yards 
below the lledan, ])lics the suburb in the rear of the Malakhoff 
vigorously with bombs, and keeps the top of the liedan clear 
with round shot and grape, liedan and Malaklioff are alike 
silent, ragged, and tom. At most the liedan fires three 
guns, and the ac^oining batteries are equally parsimonious. 
The parapets are all pitted witli shot and shell, and the 
sides of the cmbrjisures greatly injured, so that the gabions 
are sticking out, and dislodged in all direotions. There is no 
more of that fine polishing and of that cahinet-makcr’s work 
which the Bussians bestowed on their batteries ; *our constant 
fire by night, the efforts of our rifiemen, and inoessant shelL- 
ing have rather checked their assiduous anxiety as to external 
appearance. After two hours and a-half of furious firing, the 
artillerymen of our allies suddenly ceased, in order to let their 
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j^uns cool and to rest themselves. The Kussians crept out 
to repair damages to their works, and shook sandbags full 
of earth from the banquette over the outside of their parapets. 
Their gunners also took advantage of this sudden cessation to 
open on our sailors* batteries in the left attack, and caused ua 
some little annoyance from the “ Crow’s-nest.’* At ten o’clock, 
liowever, having previously exploded some fougasses, as before, 
the French re-opened a lire if possible more rapid and tre- 
mendous than their first, and continued to keep it up with the 
utmost vigour till twelve o’clock at noon, by which time the 
Eussians had only a few guns in the Flagstafi-rood and 
Garden Batteries in a position to reply. We could see 
them in great agitation sending men and carts to and fro 
across the bridge, and at nine o’clock a powerful column 
of infantry crossed over to resist our assault, while a move- 
ment towards Inkermann was made by the army of the 
Belbek. Soon after our lire began, as early as six o’clock, the 
working parties which go over to the north side every liioming 
were evidently recalled, and marched back again across the 
bridge to the south, no doubt to be in readiness for our expected 
assault. From twelve to live o’clock p.m. the firing was slack ; 
the French then resumed their cannonade with the same astound- 
ing vigour as at dawn and at ten o’clock, and never ceased their 
volleys of shot and shell against the place till half-past seven, 
when darkness set in, whereupon all the mortars and heavy 
guns, English as well as French, opened with shell against the 
whole line of defences. A description of this scene is im- 
possible. There was not one instant in which the shells did 
not whistle through the air ; not a moment in which the sky 
was not seamed by their fiery curves or illuminated by theii* ex- 
plosion. Our pra^ice was beyond all praise. Every shell burst 
as it ought, and the lines of theBussian earthworks of the llt^an, 
Malakhoff, and of all their bi^tteries w^ere rendered plainly 
visible by tbe constant light of the innumerable explosions. The 
Eussians scarcely attempted a reply. At live o’clock it was- 
observed that a frigate in the second line, near the north side, 
was smokkig, and, as it grew darker, flames were seen to issuo 
from her si^s. Men and o0icer.s mshed to the front, in ther 
greatest delight and excitement, and os night came on, the whole 
vessel was enveloped in one grand blaze from stem to stern. 
The delight of the crowd on Cathcart's hill was intense* 

** Well, this is indeed u sight ! to see one of those confounded 
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•ships loucliccl at last !’* Those, and many diftoreiit.and stronger 
expressions, were audible on all sides, but there were some wise 
people who thought the ihissiuns had set the ship on fire, or that 
incendiaries and malcontents were at work, and one gentleman 
even went so far as to that he “ thought it was merely a 
signal — may be to recall their cavalry from Eupatoria !" It is not 
known precisely how the thing was done. Some say it was 
done by the French ; others, by ourselves ; and bombs, red-hot 
shot, and rockets, have been variously named as the means by 
which the vessel was set on fire. In spite of the efibrts of 
the Enssians, the flames spread, and soon issued from the ports 
and quarter-gallery. At eight o’clock the light was so great 
that the houses of the city and the forts on the other side could 
be distinguished without diflicnlty. The masts stood long, 
towering alolt like great pillars of fire ; but one after the other 
they came down j the decks fell in about ten o’clock, and at 
midnight the frigate hud burnt to the water’s edge. 

The armament of our batteries on the occasion of opening 
this bombardment consisted of thirty-four 13-inch mortars, 
twenty-seven lO-inch ditto, ten 8-irich ditto, twenty 5^-inch 
cohoriis — total, ninety-one mortars. On the I7th of October 
'we had but ten mortars, and they wero lO-inch. We hadalsotwo 
Lancasters ; //o 21-pounders. — (On 17th of October one-half of 
our guns nearly were 21-pounders). Sixty-one 32-pounders as 
compared with seven on 17th October, thirty-seven 8-inch guns 
:is compared with sixteen, seven 10-inch guns as compared with 
nine, six 6S-pounders, and three 9-pounders for the heads of the 
saps. We threw 12,721 bombs into the town as compared with 
2743 in the first bombardment; and Ve fired 89,540 shot 
against the place as compared with 19,879 on the same date. 
In the- left attack our batteries had been advanced 2500 feet 
towards the front of the old line of fire, but it was impossible to 
make any ihvther advance by sap for the purpose of assault, as 
the very steep ravine by which the Woronzoff road sweeps into 
the town ran below the plateau on which the attack was placed, 
and separated it from the Eedan. The old parallel of the attack, 
wherein our batteries ]^ob. 3, 4, and 5 were placed at the 
ridiculous distance of 4000 feet from the Itedan, and our 
batteries Nos. 9 and 12 at the same distance from the Flagstaff 
Eastion works, was now a mere base from which the advanced 
works liad proceeded. The second parallel was 15,000 feet in 
fi'out of it, and in that parallel were batteries Nos. 10 and 14, 
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still 2600 feet from the parapet of the Sedan. The third 
parallel was about 700 feet in front of the second ; and as it 
was found that we could not hope to advance much beyond that 
position, owing to the nature of the ground, our batteries were 
placed more towards the proper left face of the Flagstaff Battery, 
and towards the (Jarden Battery in rear of it. In this parallel, 
batteries Nos. 7, 8, 13, 14, and 15 were opened. Our fourth 
parallel, which was unarmed, was about 6(X) feet in advance of 
the third, and was filled with infantry and ritiemen, who kept 
up a constant fire in the place, more particularly at night. The 
ravine in which the Woronzoff road is made runs between our 
left and right attack, and separates them completely. The 
right attack, which is by far the most important, was originally 
commenced at -the distance of 45(X) feet from the Redan, and of 
more than 6000 feet from the Malakhofi*. It contained batteries 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ; at its right was the old Lancaster batteiy 
detached on No. 11 ; and in an advanced parallel on the leR 
flank of No. 12 was battery No. 10. In the approach from the 
1st to the 20th parallel , wtis battery No. 7. The second 
parallel is more than 1000 feet in front of the first parallel ; and 
it contained batteries Nos. 9, 14, 12, 6, and 15. The battery 
No. 8 was in the third parallel, which was a few hundred feet 
in advance of the second. The fourth parallel, which com- 
municates with the Quarries, is about 1200 feet in advance of 
the third parallel. In the Quarries arc the batteries Nos. IG 
and 17. The fifth parallel, from which the assault is to take 
place, is about 300 feet in front of the Quarries ; and there is a 
feeble attempt at a sixth parallel a few yards in advance, which 
was in such bad ground that it was of little use and could not 
be continued. 

Thursda-T, September 6. 

Last night a steady fire vras ^ept up all along the front, with 
the view of preventing the Bossians from repairing damages. 
At ten p.m., orders were sent to our batteries to open the 
following morning, as soon there was a good light, but they 
were limited to fifty rounds each gun. At 5.30 a.m. the whole 
of the batteries from Quaiantine to Inkermann began their 
fire wl^|i|»gvand crash. There were three breaks or lulls in 
the ; one from half-past eight till ten ; another from 

twMve wll five j and the third from half-past six till seven — 
^ing these intervals the fire was comparatively slack. 

The agitation in the town was considerable throughout the 
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day ; and the enemy seemed to be greatly distressed. They 
are strengthening their position on the north side — throwing up 
batteries, dragging guns into position, and preparing to delend 
themselves should they he obliged to leave the city. They 
evince a disposition to rely on the north side, and are removing* 
their stores by the largo bridge of* pontoons, and by the second 
andsmaller bridge of boats to the Karabalnaia. Notwithstanding 
the large number of men in the town, the enemy still show 
inconsiderable strength from Inkermann to Mackenzie; and 
Oeneral Pelissicr and General Simpson have received intelligence 
which leads them to believe that the enemy meditates another 
attack, as the line of the Tchemaya is the only means of avert- 
ing the fall of the place. Our losses have been heavy, and tho 
enemy do not cease throwing up long-range shot to disturb tho 
camp, some of which do mischief. On the 3rd, Captain Pechell, 
77th, and eight rank and file were killed, Lieutenant Chatfield, 
49th, and fifty-one rank and file were wounded. On the 4th, 
Captain Anderson, 31&t Regiment, Assistant Engineer, and six 
rank and file were killed, and fifty-five non-commissioned officers 
and rank and file wounded. On tho 6th, Captain Verschoyle, 
Grenadier Guards, and Lieutenant Phillips, 66th Regiment, 
wiTe .slightly wounded ; thirteen non-commissioned officers and 
rank and file were killed; and thirty-seven non-commissioned 
officers and men were wounded. On the 6th, Captain E. G. Snow, 
R.A., a brave and much esteemed officer, was killed in tlio 
batteries by a round shot, fourteen men were killed, and forty- 
six were w'ounded. The Naval Brigade lost one man killed, and 
had nine men wounded. 

Friday, SeptmUr 7. 

The bombardment was renewed last night at sunset, and con- 
tinued without intermission till an hour before daybreak, and 
the musketry fire was most tremendous and unremit^ng, for the 
orders to the trench guards were to keep up a perpetual fusil- 
lade on the face of the Russian works, and about 150,000 rounds 
liave been expended each night since the opening of the bom- 
bardment. This morning at daybreak, the cannonade was re- 
opened and continued as before — the Russians made no reply 
on the centre, but their Inkermann batteries across the harbour 
fired briskly on tho Erench right attack, and distressed our 
allies considci*ab]y. A strong wind from the north blew clouds 
of dust from the town, and carried back the smoko of the bat- 
teries, so that it was very difficult to ascertain the effect of the 
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fire, but now and then the veil opened, and at each interval the 
amount of destruction disclosed was more evident and appalling. 
At midday, a council of generals was held at our Hcad-Quartei's, 
at which General Pelissier and General de la Marmora attended, 
and it is known that our engineers have been in consultation 
with the French, so that the assault is speedily expected. After 
the council broke up, orders were sent to the surgeons to clear 
out the hospitals of patients, and prepare for the reception of 
wounded ; and it gradually oozed out that the assault will take 
place to-morrow. The Guards will occupy the right trenches 
to-night, and will be relieved by the Highlanders in the morn- 
ing — the attack will be made by the Light and Second Division. 

At 3*30, a two-decker was set on lire, and continued to bum 
all night with such brightness and ardour that it is supposed 
she contained stores. The glare of the fire through the clouds 
of dust and smoke presented a very remarkable and ominous 
appearance. As soon as this fire broke out, a Hussian steamer 
began to tow all the vessels near her to the dockyard harbodr, 
and to the north side, but the men-of-war and steam-frigates 
are still moored in lines, with their broadsides bearing on the 
rear of the defenjccs. A bright flame broke out in the rear of 
the Eedan in the afternoon, and another fire was visible in the 
town over the Woronzoff road at a later period of the evening. 
At 11 p.m., a tremendous explosion took place in the town, but 
it could not be ascertained exactly where or how it occurred. 
At dusk, the cannonade ceased, and the bombardment recom- 
menced — ^the thunder of the bombs bursting from the sea-shore 
to the Tchemaya sounded like the roll of giant musketiy — the 
Kussians replied feebly, threw bouquets into the French trenches, 
and showers of vertical grape into ours, and lighted up the 
works now and then with fire-bidls and carcasses. I much regret 
to state, that Captain John Buckley, Scots Fusilier Guards, waa 
killed in the evening as he was posting his sentries in the 
ravine between the Malakhoff and the Eedan in front of our 
advanced trench of the right attack. It has been a disastrous 
spot for us. Major M*Gowan, 93rd Ecgimcnt, was can'ied off 
here, and Captain Drummond was killed soon afterwards. Captain 
Buckley*;' Who has now fallen' in the discharge of his duty, was 
a young officer of zeal and promise. He was devoted to his 
profession, and although ho was wounded so severely at the 
Alma that he- could have had every excuse and right to go 
home, he refused to do so, and as soon as he came out of hos- 
pital, on board a man-of-war, in which ho was present when 
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the attack of the 17th October was made, he returned to his 
regiment and shared its privations daring the winter of *54-5. 
In the fire to-day and this night, we lost one officer, eleven 
rank and file killed, and forty-eight rank and file wounded. 

In addition to the burning ship and the fires in the town, 
a bright light was observed at the head of the great shears of 
the Dockyard abo\j,t four o’clock in the afternoon, and it con- 
tinued to bum fiercely throughout the night. It was probably 
intended to light up the Dockyard below, or to serve as a signal, 
but it was for some' time imagined that the shears had been set 
on fire by a shell. A strong corps of Sardinians marched from 
Fedoinkire and Komara this afternoon, and crossed over to the 
French left attack, on the line from the Quarantine to the Das- 
iion Centralc. The night was passed in a fever of expectation 
and anxiety amid the roar of the bombardment^ while the wind 
blew in deafening bursts back on the allied camp. 

Saturday, September 8 , 11 a.m. 

All comers from Balaklava and the rear of the camp are 
stopped by a lino of sentries posted from Inkermann to the sea. 
Another cordon of cavalry in front prevents any communica- 
tion Avith Cathcart’s Hill or the Picket Houses in advance of the 
camp. Staff-officers, and those furnished with passes, can alone 
get through the lino. The excitement is very great. The fire, 
Avhich recommenced as usual at dawn, is of the most tremendous 
cliaracter, and has been sustained with appalling force and vigour. 
The Fourth Division is iioav under arms, and the Tliird Divi- 
sion is assembling in front of its camp. The assault will take 
place at noon. Many officers are already at Cathcart’s Hill, 
and my pass will enable me to join them, and to pass the 
cordon as far as I please. 

The French on our right had five parallels from the M’amelon 
up to the Malakhoff, from the counterscarp of which they were 
about twenty metres distant. They were about one hundred 
yards from the No. 2 Bastion in the Little Kedan on their ex- 
treme right, and on our left their dtonnoirs were within six or 
seven yards of the ditch of the outer works of the Bastion du 
]VlA.t (iriagstaff Battery), and tlieir advanced trench, opposite the 
right of the Central Bastion, was not more than eighty yards 
from the counterscarp. The ground between our filth parallel 
and the salient of the Kedan is tolerably flat, but it is torn up 
by the craters of shells, and the enemy could at all times depress 
their guns to cover it. By their heavy fire they caused our 
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working parties severe losses just before the final bombardment. 
From the 3rd to the 6th, we had 3 oiliccrs, 3 sergeants, and 
do raTik and hie killed ; 3 officers, 9 sergeants, and 180 rank 
and file wounded. Captain Pechell, 77th, fell on the 3rd 
September ; Captain Anderson, Acting Engineer, was killed on 
the 4th ; and Cfiptain Snow, K.A., was killed on the Gth. On 
the 3rd, Lieutenant Chatfield, 49th; on, the 5th, Captain 
Verschoyle, Grenadier Guards, and Lieutenant Phillips, 66tb 
Eegiment, were wounded, all slightly. Our trench guards kept 
np a tremendous fire on the place, and in the two attacks about 
150,000 rounds of ammunition were expended between each 
relief. On the 7th September, we had 1 officer, 11 rank and 
file killed, and 48 rank and file wounded. The officer was 
Captain Euckley, Scotch Fusilier Guards, who was shot -while 
posting his senkies in front of the Kcdan. 


CHAPTER XVL 

CAPTURE OF THE MALAKHOFF AND ATTACK ON 
THE REDAN. 

Beflections on the long-expected triumph — ^Recapitulation — Day of the 
assault — Disposition of the forces — Amateurs — Tartars, Turks, and 
Eupatorians evince great anxiety to obtain a good view of the assault 
—The French attack the MalakhofT — The Russians taken by surprise 
offer little resistance to the flret attack — Desperate struggle of seven 
hours’ duration — Signal given for the English assault upon the Redan 
— Tinpeifect arrangements — Gallant conduct of Colonei Unett — Fury 
of the assault — Casualties— Bravery of Captain Fyors — Previous 
career of that oHicer— Advance of the storming party — Blunders— 
Conflicting statements-- Sudden panic — Colonel 'Windham’s gal- 
lantry — Impression among the .men that the Redan was mined — 
Efforts of the officers to courage their troops — Indomitable per- 
severance of Colonel WiBdham-<«*1Jrgent appeal for reinforcements — 
Devotion of the officers — Gallantry of the men — Wonderful escape of 
Colonel Windham — The Russians bring up a field-piece — Colonel 
Windham goes for reinforcements — The Russians having assembled In 
great strength, charge with the bayonet — Fearful struggle — ^Retreat of 
the English — Terrible slaughi^r on both sidcsr-isiiccess of the French 
In thoMalakhoff— Causes of diir failure in the attack upon the Redan 
— Difficulty of obtaining acevate information — Flans for the renewal 
of the assanlt — Losses in these operations. 

Morday, Septmber 10. 

The contest on which the eyes of Europe have been turned so 
long is nearly decided — the event on which the hopes of so many 
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mighty empires depended, all but determined. Sebastopol is 
in flames ! The fleet, the object of so much diplomatic con« 
troversy, and of so many bloody struggles, has disappeared in 
the deep ! One more great act of carnage has been added to 
the tremendous but glorious tragedy, of which the whole 
world, from the most civilized nations down to the most bar- 
barous hordes of the East, has been the anxious and excited 
audience. Amid shouts of victory and cries of despair — ^in 
frantic rejoicing and passionate son*ow — a pall of black smoke, 
streaked by the fiery flashings of exploding fortresses, descends 
upon the stage, on which has been depicted so many varied 
traits of human misery and of human greatness, such high 
endurance and calm courage, such littleness and weakness— 
across which have stalked characters which history may here- 
after developc as largely as the struggle in which they were 
engaged, and swell to gigiintic proportions, or which she may 
dwarf into pettiest dimensions, as unworthy of the part they 
played. A dull, strange silence, broken at distant intervals by 
the crash of citadels and palaces as they are blown into dust, 
succeeds to the incessant dialogue of the cannon which have 
s])okcii so loudly and so angrily throughout an entire year. 
Tired armies, separated from each other by a sea of fires, rest 
on their arms, and gaze with varied emotions on all that 
remains of the object of their conflicts. How trite all these 
announcements appear 1 How disheartening it is to the writer 
to feel that all he is describing is known in England, and has 
been discussed and canvassed in every homestead ere he can sit 
down to tell the story, and that hy the time his letters reach 
those for whom they are intended, all that which now appears to 
him as novel and recent as it is interesting and important, will 
be a twice-told talc ! To every one out here the occurrences of 
the last few days seem momentous, startling, and prodigious. 
Time will show whether wc duly appreciate them. On Satur- 
day we felt that the great success of our valiant allies was 
somewhat tarnished by our own failure, and were doubtful 
whether the Ilussians would abandon all hope of retaking the 
Malakhoff. On Sunday, ere noon, we were walking about the 
streets of Sebastopol and gazing upon its ruins. The army is 
now in suspense as to its future. The south side of the city is 
in tHe hands of the allies. On the north side the gi’cat citadel 
and numerous regular forts, bacKtd by enormous earthworks, 
and defended by a large army, bid us dofumce across a narrow 
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strip of water, and Kussia may boast that she has not yet lost 
Sebastopol. The allied fleet remains outside, paralysed % Fort 
Constantine and its dependencies, and every one is going about 
asking, “ What are we to do now ?** 

The last and decisive cannonade was, as the world knows ever 
so long ago, begun on the morning of Wednesday, September 5, 
•by the French, against the Bussian ^ight, consisting of the 
Quarantine Batteries, the Bastion Centrale, and the Bastion du 
Mat ; it was continued with great vigour and effect, and followed 
at night by a devastating bombardment, in which all the allied 
batteries joined ; during the latter a frigate was fired by a 
French shell and sunk. On the morning of the 6th, the Eng- 
lish and French together opened the cannonade, beneath which 
the Russian batteries were almost broken to pieces, and to 
which they could not answer. In the evening the bombard- 
ment was renewed and kept up all night ; a fire appeared behind 
the Redan, and the enemy seemed by their constant signalling, 
to be in much uneasiness. It was observed that great quantities 
of forage wore being sent across the bridge from the north to 
the south side, although there were no cavahy in the latter. On 
the 7th the cannonade was continued in salvoes, as before, and 
it was remarked that the town began to present in a most un- 
mistakcable mani>er traces of the terrible effects of the nightly 
bombardment. Nearly every house within range was split or 
in ruins. The bridge between the north and the south side was 
much crowded all day with men and carts passing to and fro, 
and large convoys were seen entering and leaving the town at 
the north side. Towards evening the head of the great dock- 
yard shears, so long a prominent object from our batteries, 
caught fire, and burnt fiercely in the high wind, for it had 
blown a gale all day. A two-deckcr was set on fire by tho 
French shells, and dcstroye*^ ; and a steamer was busily employed 
towing a large dismasted frigate to the dockyard, out of range. 
In the middle of the day there was a council of Generals, and 
at two o'clock it became generidly known that the allies would 
assault the place at noon on the 8th, after a vigorous cannonade 
and bombardment. < The hcAir was well selected, as it had been 
ascertained that tlie RuBfifians were accustomed to indulge in a 
eicsta about that time. In the course of the night there was 
an explosion behind the Redan. And now comes the memoXiblo 
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DAY OF THE ASSAULT. 

Saturday, Septanher 8. 

The weather changed suddenly yesterday, and this morning it 
became bitterly cold. A biting wind right from tlie north side 
of Sebastopol blew intolerable clouds of harsh dust into our 
faces. The sun was obscured ; and the sky became of a leaden 
wintry grey. Early in the morning a sti'ong force of cavaliy, 
under the command of Colonel Hodge, received orders to move 
up to the front and form a chain of sentries in front of Cathcnrt’s- 
hill, and all along our lines. No person was allowed to pass 
this boundary, excepting stafi' oflBcers, or those provided wdth 
a pass. Another line of sentries in the rear of the camps was 
intended to stop stragglers and idlers from Balaklava, the object 
of these ai'rangements being in all probability to prevent the 
Eusaions gathering any intimation of our attack, from tlic 
unusual accumulation of people on the look-out hills. If so, it 
would have been better to have kept the cavalry more in the 
rear, and not to have displayed to the enemy a line of Hussars, 
Lancers, and Dragoons, along our front. At 11’30 the High- 
land Brigade, under Brigadier Cameron, marched up from 
Kamara and took up its position in reserve at the Eight Attack, 
and the Guards, also in reserve, were posted on the same side 
of the Woronzoff-road. The first brigade of the Fourth Division 
served the trenches of the Left Attack the night before, and 
remained in them. The second brigade of the Fourth Division 
was in reserve. The Guards, who served the trenches of the 
Left Attjick, and only marched out that morning, were turned 
out again after arriving at their camp, and resumed their place 
with alacrity. The Third Division, massed on the hill-side 
before their camp, wore also in reserve, in readiness to move 
dowm by the Left Attack in case their services were required. 
General Felissior, during the night, collected about 30,000 men 
in and about the Mamelon, to form the storming columns for 
the MalakhoiF and Little Eedan, and to provide the necessaiy 
reserves. The French were reinforced by 6000 Sardinians, 
who marched up from the Tchemaya last night. It was 
arranged that the French should attack the Malakhoif at noon, 
and, as soon as their attack began, we were to assault the Eedan. 
Soon afterwards, strong columns of French w'ere, I understand, 
to make a diversion on the left and menace the line of the 
Bastion du Mat, Centrale and Quarantine Bastions ; but 1 do not 
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beliovo it was intended by General Pelissicr to operate seriously 
against this part of the town, the possession of which, in a 
military point of view, would be of minor impoi-tance to that 
of the Malakhotf. The cavalry sentries were posted at 8*30 a.m. 
At 10*30 a.ni. the Second [ind the Light Division moved down 
to the trenches, and were placed in the advanced parallels as 
quietly and unostentatiously as possibio. About the same hour. 
General Simpson and stall* repaired to the second parallel of the 
Green-hill Dattcry, where the Engineer-officers had placed them 
for tJie day. Sir Hairy Jones, too ill to move hand or foot, 
nevci’thelesB insisted on being carried down to witness the 
assault, and v/as borne to the trenches on a litter, in which he 
remained till all was over. It was, as I have said, a bitter 
cold day, and a stranger would have been astonished at the 
aspect of the British Generals as they viewed the assault. The 
Coinmander-in-Chief, General Simpson, sat in the trench, with 
his nose and eyes just lacing the cold and dust, and a great coat 
drawn up about his head to protect him against both. General 
Jones wore a red nightcap, and reclined on a litter, muffied 
up ill clothes, and Sir Itichard Aircy, the Quartermaster- 
General, had a white pocket-handkerchief tied over his cap and 
cars, and fastened under his neck, which detracted somewhat 
from a martial and belligerent aspect. The Duke of INew- 
casih) was stationed at Oathcart’s-hill in the early part of 
tlie day, and afterwards moved off to the right to the Pic.ket- 
housc look-out over the Woronzoff-road. All the amaiems and 
travelling gentlemen, who rather abound here just now, were in 
a state of great excitement, and dotted the plain in eccentric 
attire, which revived olden memories of Cowes, and yachting, 
and sea-bathing. They were, moreover, engaged in a series of 
subtle manoeuvres down in the ravines, to turn the Hank of un- 
wary sentries, in order to get to'the front, and their success was 
most creditable to their enterprise and ingenuity. 

The Tartars, Turks, and Eupatorians were singularly per- 
turbed for such placid people, and thronged every knoll which 
commanded the s^htest glimpse of the place. At 10*45 Ge- 
neral Pellssier andfhiB staff went up to the French Observatory 
on tlic right. The French .trenches were crowded with men aa 
close aSvthey could pack, and we could, through the breaks in 
the clouds of dust which were most irritating, see our' troc^, 
all ready in their trenches. The cannonade languished pur- 
posely towards noon ; but the Bussians, catching sight of the 
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cavalry and troops in front, Legan to shell Cathcart’s-hill and 
tlio heights, and the bombs and long ranges disturbed tho 
equanimity of some of the spectators by bursting with loud 
“thuds” right over their heads, and sending “the gunners* 
pieces” sharply about them. After hours of suspense, the 
moment came at last. A five minutes before twelve o’clock the 
French, like a swai*m of bees, issued forth from their trenches 
close to the doomed Malalthoff, scrambled up its face, and were 
through the embrasures in the twinkling of an eye. They crossed 
the seven metres of ground which separated them Irom the enemy 
at a few bounds — they drifted as lightly and quickly as autumn 
leaves before the wind, battalion after battalion, into the embra- 
sures, and ill a minute or two after the head of their column 
issued from tlie ditch tho tricolor was floating over tho 
Korniloff Bastion. The musketry was very feeble at first 
— indeed, our allies took the Eussians by surprise, and 
very lew of the latter were in the Malakhoif ; but they soon 
recovered themselves, and from twelve o’clock till past seven 
in the evening tho French had to meet and repulse tho 
repeated attempts of the enemy to regain the work, when, 
weaiy of the fearful slaughter of his men, who lay in thousands 
over the exterior of the works, and, despairing of success, tho 
Muscovite General withdrew his exhausted legions, and pre- 
pared, with admirable skill, to evacuate the place. Of tho 
French attack on the left I know but little. If intended in 
earnest, it was nut successful, and caused great loss to our allies. 
As soon as the tricolor was observed waving through the 
smoke and dust over the parapet of the MalakhofF, four rockets 
were sent up from Chapman’s attack one after another as a 
signal for our assault upon the Kcdan. They were almost borno 
back by the violence of the wind, and the sUvery jets of sparks 
they threw out on exploding vrere scarcely visible against the 
raw grey sky. I take it for granted that there is no one in 
England who is not by this time quite well acquainted with the 
exterior of tho Jledan, and who does not know its shape and 
situation. In my next letter I will endeavour to give a notion 
of what it is like inside ; at present I have no time to describe 
it, nor the appearance of Sebastopol, now that one can walk 
through its flaming streets. 

Now, it will he observed that, while we attacked the Bedan 
with two divisions only, a portion of each being virtually in 
reserve^ and not engaged in the aftbir at all, the French made 
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tlicir assault on tlic Miilakhoff with four divisions of the second 
cor})s d'armve, the first and fourth divisions forming the 
storming columns, and the third and fifth being the support 
with reserves of 10,000 men. The French had, probably, not 
less than 30,000 men in the right attack on the 7th of Sep- 
tember. The divisional orders for the Second Division were 
very much the same as those for the Light Division. The cover- 
ing party consisted of 100 men of the 3rd Huffs, under Captain 
John Lewes, who highly distinguished himself, and 100 men 
of the Second Battalion of the liifle Brigade, I believe under the 
command of jDOor Captcain Hammond. The scaling-ladder pin'ty 
consisted of IGO of the 3rd Buffs, under Captain Maude, whoso 
gallantry was very conspicuous throughout the affair, in Jiddi- 
tion to the 160 of the 97th, under the gallant and lamented 
Welsiord. The part of the force of the Second Division con- 
sisted of 2C0 of the 3rd Buffs, 300 of the 41st (Welsh), 200 of 
the (52iid, and a working party of 100 men of the 41st. The 
rest of Windham’s Brigade, consisting of the 47th and 49th, 
were in reserve, together with WaiTen’s Brigade of the same 
division, of which the 30th and 65th were called into action, and 
suffered severely. Brigadier Shirley was on board ship, but as 
soon as ho heard of the assault he resolved to join his brigade, 
and accordingly came up to camp that very morning. Colonel 
Uiiett, of the 19th Begiment, was the senior officer in Brigadier 
Shirley’s absence, and on him w'^ould have devolved the duty of 
leading the storming column of the Light Division, had the 
latter not returned. Colonel Unett, ignorant of the Brigadier's 
intention to leave shipboard, had to decide with Colonel Wind- 
ham who should take precedence in the attack. They tossed, 
and Colonel Unett won. He had it in his power to say whether 
he would go first or follow Colonel Windham. He looked at 
the shilling, turned it over and said, “ My choice is made ; I’ll 
be the first man into the Eedan.*’ But fate willed it otherwise, 
and he was struck down badly wounded ere he had reached the 
abattis, although he was not leading the column. Scarcely had 
the men left the filUi parallel when the guns on the flanks of the 
lledan opened upon them "^as they moved up rapidly to the 
salient, in which there was of course no cannon> as the nature 
of such i^^ork does not permit of their being placed in that 
position. In a few seconds Brigadier Shirley was 
f^inporarily blinded by the dust and by earth knocked into his 
eyes by a shot. He was obliged to retire, and his place was 
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taken by Lieutenant-^.'oloncl Bunbur 3 % 23rd Regiment, 

who was next in rank to Colonel Unett, already struck down and 
ciirried to the rear. Brigadier Van Straubenzee received a con- 
tusion on the face, and was also forced to leave the field. 
Colonel Ifandcock foil mortally wounded in the head by a 
bullet, and never spoke again. Captain Hammond fell dead, 
ivlajor Wclsford was killed on the spot, as he entered the work 
through an embrasure. Captain Grove was severely wounded. 
JMany olHcoi c. imd men were hit and fell ; and of the commanders 
of parties only acting Brigadier-General Windham, Captain Fyors, 
Caj )t ai ' t ic wes, an d Captain Maude got untouched into the Redan , 
}n\<l cs..ipcd scatheless from the volleys of grape and rille balls 
i.liich swept the flanks of the work towards the salient. 

It was a few minutes after twelve when our men left the fifth 
parallel. The musketry commenced at once, and in less tlian five 
minutes, during whidi tho troops had to pass over about two 
hundred and thirty yards from the nearest approach to the parapet 
of the Redan, they had lost a large proportion of their officers, and 
were deprived of the aid of their leaders, with such exceptions 
as I have stated. I'he Riflemen behaved, as usual, admirably; 
'ml froni their position they could not do much to reduce the 
fire of tho guns on the flanks and below tho re-entering 
angles. The hravery and coolness of that deserving, and much 
jiegleijtod ollicer, Captain Fyers, were never more brilliantly 
dis])layed, oj urgently called for. And even here let me ask how 
it is tliat an olficer like Captain Fyers, with twenty-one years* full 
yei ' ice, who has gone through the campaigns of Candahar and 
Afighanistiiu in 1841 and 1842, and was present in five actions— 
who was at Khclat, and served with his regiment throughout 
-N'ott’s campaign — ^who was conspicuous for his gallantry at tho 
Alma, iuid whose conduct in the trenches has been beyond all 
praise, is exposed to the pain and mortification of seeing young 
men, wdio w'cre scarcely born when he was a soldier, raised above 
liis head because they have had the good fortune to look at a 
battle from a distance, or to ride in the rear of some cautious 
general? I know nothing of Captain Pyers’s past seiwices 
except by llarfs Army List, by which I learii, also, that 
ho has purchased all his steps. Of his conduct at the Alma 
and of his present , services I hear tho praise from every lip. 
It is to be hoped, at all events, that tho question will not 
do him any harm, and if it does not, it is as well that tho 
•country should know how faithfully he has served her. Howevery 
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it is time to return to our fitoiming pai’ty. As tlicy came nearer 
the salient, the enemy’s fire became less fatal. They crossed the 
abattis without difficulty; it was tom to pieces and destroyed 
hy our shot, and the men stepped over and through it with ease. 
The Light Division made sti'aight for the salient and projecting 
angle of the lledan, and came to the ditch, which is here about 
fifteen feet deep. The party detailed for the purpose placed the 
ladders, but they were found to be too short. However, had 
there been enough of them, that would not have mattered much, 
but some had been loft behind in the hands of dead or wounded 
men, and others had been broken, so that if one can credit the 
statements made by those who were present there were not more 
than six or seven ladders at the salient. The men led by their 
officers leaped into the ditch and scrambled up the other side, 
whence they scaled the parapet almost witliout opposition, for 
the few Eussiaus who wore in front ran back and got behind 
their traverses and breastworks and opened fire upon tliem, a& 
soon as they saw our men on the top. To show what different 
impressions different people receive of the same matter, let me 
remark that one officer of rank told me the liussians visil})e in 
the Kedan did not exceed 150 men when ho got into it, that 
the men could have carried the breastworks at the base with the 
greatest ease, if they had only liiado a rush for it. He fiirthor 
expi'essed asi opinion that they had no field-pieces inside the 
breastworks from one re-entering angle to the other. A regi- 
mental officer, on the other hand, positively assured me that 
when he got on the top of the parapet of the salient he saw at 
about a hundred yards in advance of him the breastwork with 
gaps in it, through which were run the muzzles of field-pieces, aud 
that in the rear of it were compact musses of Bussian infantry, 
the front rank kneeling with fixed bayonets as if prepared to 
receive a charge of cavalry, while the two rear ranks over them 
kept up a sharp and destructive fire upon our men. The only 
way to rcconcUo those discrepancies is to suppose that the first 
spoke of the earliest stage of the assault, and that the latter re- 
ferred to a later period when the Bussians may have- opened 
emh^urcs in the breastwork, having been reinforced hy the 
Malakhoif, and by the troops behind the 
]|pM^ks in its rear. Lamentable as it no doubt is, and incre- 
^1e almost to those who know how well the British soldier 
generally behaves in presence of the enemy, the men, wlien they 
reached the parapet, were seized by some strange infatuation, and 
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began loading and file- firing, instead of following tbeir oflicers, 
who were noAV falling fast, for they rushed on in front and tried to 
stimulate their soldiers by their example. Notwithstanding the 
j)opular prejudice to the contrary, most men stand fire much 
better than the bayonet — they will keep up a fusillade a few paces 
off much sooner than they will close with an enemy. It is difficult 
enough sometimes to get cavalry to charge if they can find any 
decent excuse to lay by their swords and take to pistol and 
CiU’abine, Avith which they are content to pop away for ever ; and 
Avhen cover of any kind is near at hand, a trench-bred infantry- 
man finds the charms of the cartridge quite irresistible. The small 
party of the 90th and 97th, much diminished, went on gallantly 
towards the breastwork, but they urero too weak to force it, and 
they had to retii'e and get behind the traverses, at which part 
men of different regiments had already congregated, and w’ere 
keeping up a brisk fire on the Eussians, whoso heads were just 
visible above the breastwork. The 77 th Kcgimcnt had furnished 
IfiO men for the ladder party, and 200 for the storming party. 
The former, under the command of IMajor Welsfdrd, were to 
proceed to the advanced parallel, and the latter, under the 
commtmd of Lieut.-Colonel Handcock, were to be in the fifth 
parallel. At 6 a.m. the regiment paraded and marched off. 
Eight men were told off to each ladder, and they had orders to 
leave the trench when the appointed signal was made from the 
Malakhoff'. They were to be preceded by 100 of the Rifle 
•Rrigade, and by some Sappers and Miners to cut down the 
abattis, and they were to be followed by 160 Of the 3rd Bufib, 
Avith twenty ladders also. The storming party was to follow 
the ladder party. A few minutes after twelve. Major Welsford, 
seeing the signal flying from the Malakhoff, gave the word-— 
“ Ladders to the front !” The men instant^ ran out of the 
parallel towards the salient of the Redan, and at the same time. 
Colonel Handcock, with his 200 stormers of the 97th, and 100 
of tlie 90th left the parallel. The ladders were managed with 
difficulty, but on entering the place there was litt^ or no 
resistance. However, the Russiians were soon roused out of 
their casemates, and i^cked to the traverses, firom which they 
kept up a heavy fire on the men getting over the parapet or 
through the embrasures. Thus it happened that so many were 
killed tftid wounded, that no sufficient force was left of the first 
arrivals to make a rush across the open space which lay between 
the salient and the traverses. By a rapidly increasing flanking 
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dAd direct fire, converging on the salient, the Russians diml- 
niahed o\ir force ; and as we were weakened they were strength- 
ened by parties from both re-entering angles. The 3rd Buffs 
and 41st parties came in through the embrasures immediately 
after the 97th and 90th, till the enemy made their rush, and 
drove the English into the angle, and finally over the parapet 
to the exterior slope, where men of different regiments of the 
Light and Second Divisions were closely packed together firing 
into the Kcdan as long as their ammunition lasted, and as long 
as supplies were handed from those in rear to the front. ' One 
hour and a half had elapsed, the Russians having cleared the 
Redan, but not yet being in possession of the parapets, when 
they made a second charge with bayonets under a heavy fire of 
musketry, and throwing great quantities of largo stones, and 
grape, and small round-shot, drove those in front back on the 
men in the rear, who were thrown into the ditch. The gabions 
in the parapet also gave way, and rolled down with those upon 
them ; and the men in the rear, thinking all was lost, retired 
precipitately into the fifth parallel. A party of the 30th advanced 
from this parallel just as Colonel Windham was asking foi; rein- 
forcements, and ran up to the salient of the Redan, where they 
suffered severe loss. The leader of the ladder party was killed 
by a gun fired as he entered the embrasure ; Captain Sibthorpe 
was hit in two places ; Lieutenant Fitzgerald and Ensign Hill 
were wounded; Lieut.-Coloncl Legh escaped unhurt; Lieut.- 
Colonel Handcock was mortally wounded; Captain Hutton’s* 
body was found in the White Blogs on the 10th September ; poor 
M’Grcgor fell, inter primo9, inside the Redan ; Captain Luraley, 
who shot two Russians in the angle on entering, was badly 
wounded ; and Lieutenant Goodenough died of his wounds soon 
after ; Captain Woods and Lieutenant Browne were also hit, and 
Lieutenant Whitehead was' p’pne untouched, — so that the 97ih 
Regiment had five officers killed. and six wounded, out of a 
complement of thirteen engaged; and their loss in non-com- 
missioned officers and men was 201 out of 360. Those officers 
of the regiment who saw Colonel Windham in the Riedan say 
they were in ten minutes bef<^ they observed him. Captain 
Rowland's 41st mode a very gallant attempt to charge across 
the open space with a few men, but they were nearly all killed 
or wounded, and he was obliged to retire. Lieutenanlf White- 
head, Captain Sibthorpe, Lieutenants Browne and Fitzgerald, 
remained, with Colonel Legh, till only three privates were left 
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in tho angle, and they then all retreated together. Immediately 
alter the head of the storming party of the Light Division 
entered, Colonel Windham got inside the Hedan on their right, 
below the salient on tho proper left face of the Itedan, but in 
spite of all his exertions, he could do little more than tho gallant 
oiticers of tho 90th and 97th, and of the supporting regiments. 

As the Light Division rushed out into the open they were 
swept by the guns of tho Barrack Battery and by several pieces 
on the proper right of the Eedan, loaded heavil}' with grape, 
which caused considerable loss amongst them ere they reached 
the salient or apex of the work at which they were to assault. 
Tho storming columns of tho Second Division issuing out of tho 
fifth parallel rushed up immediately after the Light Division, 
but when they came close to the apex. Brigadier Windham very 
judiciously brought them, by a slight detour, to the right flank 
of the Light Division, so as to come a little down on the slope 
of the proper left face of the Hedan. The first embrasure to 
which they CAme was in flames, but, moving on to the next, the 
men leaped into ^e ditch, and, with the aid of ladders and of 
each other’s hands, scrambled up on tho other side, climbed the 
parapet, or poured in through tho embrasure which was un- 
defended. Colonel Windham was the first or one of the very 
first men to enter' on this side, and with him entered Daniel 
Mahony, a great grenadier of the 41st, Kennelly and Comellis 
of the same regiment. As Mahony entered with a cheer, be was 
shot through the head by a Russian rifleman and fell dead before 
Colonel Windham, at the same moment Kennelly and Comellis 
were wounded on each side of him. (The latter claims the reward 
of 6L oiTcred by Colonel Herbert to the first man of his division 
who entered the Hedan.) Hanning parallel to the faces of the 
Hedan there is, as I have described, an inner parapet intended to 
shield the gunners at the embrasures fmm the effects of any 
sliell which might burst the body pf the work, and strike 
them down if this high bank were not there to afford pro- 
tection from the splinters. Several duts in the rear of the 
embrasares enaliled the men to retire, inside in case of need, 
and very strong and high traverses ran along the sides of the 
work itself, offering ^ditional shelter. At the base of the 
Hedan, before the re-entering angles, is a breastwork, or, rather, 
a parapet with an irregular curve, which runs in front of the 
body of tho place, and reaches to tho height of a man’s neck. 
As our men entered through the embrasures, the few Hussiana 
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who were hotween the salient and this breastwork retreated 
‘behind tlie latter, or got behind the traverses Ibr protection. 
From these they poured in a quick fire on the parapet of the 
salient, which was crowded by the men of the Second and 
Light Divisions, and our men, with an infatuation which all 
officers deplore, but cannot always remedy on such occasions, 
began to retm’n the fire of the enemy without advancing 
or charging behind the traverses. They loaded and fired 
as quickly as they could, doing but little execution, as the Eus- 
sians were well covered by the breiistwork. There were also 
groups of Russian riflemen behind the lower traverses near the 
base of the Redan wlio kept up a galling fire on our men. As 
the alarm of an assault circulated the enemy came rushing up 
from the barracks in rear of the Redan, increasing the force and 
intensity of their fire, while our soldiers dropped fast. The 
Russians were encouraged to maintain their ground by the im- 
mobility of oiu* forces and the weakness of a fusillade, from 
the effects of which the enemy were well protected. In vain the 
officers, by voice and act, by example and dicing valour, tried 
to m’ge our soldiers on to clear the work. The men, most of 
whom belonged to regiments which had suffered very recently 
in the trenches, and were Jicqiiainted with the traditions of 
June 18th, had an impression that the Redan was extensively 
mined, and that if they advanced they would all be blown up, 
yet, to their honour be it recorded, many of them acted as became 
the men of Alma and Inkcrmann, and, rushing confusedly to 
the front, were swept down by the enemy’s fire. The officers 
fell on all sides, singled out as a mark for the enemy by 
their courage. The men of the different regiments got 
mingled together in inextricable confusion. The 19th did 
not care for the orders of the officers of the 88th, nor did 
the soldiers of the 23rd heed commands of an officer 
who did not belong to the regiment. The officers could 
not find their men — the men had lost sight of their own 
officers. All the Brigadiers, save Colonel Windham, were 
wounded, or rendered ,unfit for the guidance of the attack. 
That gallant officer did all tl^at man could do to form bis 
men for the assault, and to lead them against the enemy. 
Proceeding from traverse to traverse, he coaxed tiie men to 
come out, and succeeded several times in collecting a few of 
them, but they melted away us fast as he laid hold of them 
and cither fell in their little ranks, or retired to cover to 
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keep up their fusillade. Many of them crowded to the lower parta. 
of the inner parapet; and kept up a smart fire on the enemy, hut 
nothing; would induce them to come out into the open space and 
charge the breastwork. This was all going on at the proper 
left face of the Redan, while nearly the same scene was being 
repeated at the salient. Every moment our men were diminish- 
ing in numbers, while the Russians were arriving in swarms 
from Ihe town, and rushing down from the Malakholf, which 
had now been occupied by the Erencli. Thrice did Colonel 
Windham send officers to Sir E. Codriugton, who was in the 
fifth parallel, to entreat of him to send up supports in some order 
of formation ; but all these three officers were wounded as they 
passed from the ditch of the Redan to the rear, and the Coloners 
own aidc-dc-camp, Lieutenant Swire, of the 17th, a gallant young 
officer, was hit dangerously in tlic hip, as he went on his perilous 
errand. Supports were, indeed, sent up, but they advanced in 
disorder, from the fire to which they were exposed on their way, 
and arrived in dribblets on the pampet, only to increase the con- 
fusion and the carnage. Finding that ho could not collect any men 
on the left face, Colonel Windham passed through one of the cuts 
of the inner parai)et, and walked over to the right face, at the dis- 
tance of thirty yards from the Russian breastwork, to which he 
moved in a pardlel line, exposed to a close fire, but, wonderful to 
say, without being touched. When he got behind the inner parapet, 
at the right face he found the same state of things as that which 
existed at the left. The 'men were behind the traverses, firing 
away at the Russians, or blazing at them from the broken parts of 
the front parajKst, and the soldiers who came down from the salient 
in front only got behind these works for cover while they loaded 
and fired at the enemy. The Colonel got some riflemen and a 
few men of the 88th together, but no sooner had he brought 
them out than they were killed, wounded, or dispersed by a 
concentrated fire.. The oflicers, witt the noblest devotion, aided 
Colonel Windham, and Ibecame the special marks for the enemy’s 
riffemcn. The narrow neck of the salient was too close to allow 
of any kind of formation, and the more the men crowded into 
it the worse was the disorder, and the more they sufEered from 
the enemy’s fire. This miserable work lasted for an hour. The 
Russians had now congregated in dense masses behind the 
hi-eastwork, and Colonel Windham walked bock again across the 
open space to the left, to make one more attempt to retrieve 
the day. The men on the parapet of the salient, who were 
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firing at the Russians, sent their shot about him, and the latter, 
who were pouring volley alter volley ou all points of the head 
of the work, likewise directed their muskets against him, but 
he passed through this cross fire in safety, and got within tho 
inner parapet on the left, where the men were becoming thinner 
and thinner. A Eussian officer now stepped over the breast- 
W’ork, and tore down a gabion with his own hands ; it was to 
make room for a field piece. Colonel Windham exclaifted to 
several soldiers who w'ero firing over the parapet, “ Well, as you 
are so fond of firing, why don’t you shoot that Russian ?” They 
fired a volley and missed him, and soon afterwards tho field 
])icce opened on tho head of the salient with grape. Colonel 
Windham saw there was no time to be lost. He had sent three 
officers for reinforcements, and, above all, for men in formation, 
and he now resolved to go to General Codrington himself. 
Seeing Captain Crealock, of the 90th, near him busy in en- 
couraging his men, and exerting himself with great courage and 
energy to get them into order, he said, “ I must go to tho 
General for supports. J^^ow mind, let it be known, in case I am 
killed, why I went away.'* He crossed the parapet and ditch, 
and succeeded in gaining the fifth parallel, through a storm of 
grape and rifie bullets, in safety ; and standing on the top of the 
parapet he again asked for support. Sir Edward Codrington asked 
him if he thought he really could do anything with such supports 
as he could allbrd, and said, if he thought so, ** ho might take tho 
Royals,” who were then in the parallel. . ** Let the officers come out 
in front — let us advance in order, and if the men keep their for- 
mation the Redan is ours,” was the Colonel’s reply ; hut ho spoke 
too late — for, at that very moment, our men were seen leaping 
into the ditch, or running down the parapet of the salient, 
and through the embrasures out of the wmrk into the ditch, 
while the Russians migKt perceived following them with 
tho bayonet and with heavy ‘musketry, and even throwing stones 
and grapeshot at them as they lay in the ditch. The fact was, 
that the Russians having cullecl^ several thousands of men 
behind the breastwork, and seeing our men scattered and con- 
fused behind the inner parapet of the traverse, crossed the 
breastwork, through which several field-pieces were now playing 
with gi*apc on the inner face of the Redan, and charged our 
broken groups with the bayonet. At the same time the rear 
ranks mounting on the breastwork, poured a heavy hail of bullets 
upon them over the heads of the advancing column. The 
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struggle that ensued was short, desperate, and bloody. Our 
soldiers, taken at every disadvantage, met the enemy with the 
bayonet too, and isolated combats occurred, in which the bravo 
fellows who stood their ground had to defend themselves 
against three or four adversaries at once. In this miUe the 
ollicers, armed only with*their sw'ords, had but little chance; 
nor had those who carried pistols much opportunity of using 
them in such a close and sudden contest. They fell like 
heroes, and many a gallant soldier with them. The bodies of 
English and Eu^sians inside the Kedan, locked in an embrace 
which death could not relax, but had rather cemented all the 
closer, were found next day as evidences of the terrible ani- 
mosity of the struggle. But the solid weight of the ad- 
vancing mass, urged on and fed each moment from the rear 
by company after company, and battalion after battalion, pre* 
vailed at last against the isolated and disjointed band, which had 
abandoned that protection which unanimity of courage affords, and 
had lost the advantages of discipline and obedience. As though 
some giant rock advanced into the sea, and forced baclr the 
agitated waters that buffeted it, so did the Russian columns 
press down against the spray of soldiery which fretted their 
edge with fire and steel, and contended in vain against their 
■weight. The struggling hand was forced back by the enemy,, 
who moved on, crushing friend and foe beneath their solid 
tramp. Bleeding, panting, and exhausted, our men lay in heaps- 
iu the ditch beneath the ^ parapet, sheltered themselves behind 
stones and in bomb craters in the external slope of the work, or 
tried to pass hack to our advanced parallel and sap, having to* 
run the gauntlet of a tremendous fire. Many of them lost their 
lives, or were seriously wounded in this attempt. The scone in 
the ditch was appalling, although some of the officers have 
assured me that they and the men were laughing at the pre- 
cipitation with which many brave and gallant fellows did not 
hesitate to plunge headlong upon the mass of bayonets, muskets, 
and sprawling soldiers-^ihe ladders were all knocked down or 
broken so that it was difficult for the men to scale the other 
side, and the dead, the dying, the wounded, and the uninjnred, 
were all lying in piles together. The Russians came out of the 
embrasures, plied them with stones, grape shot, and the bayonet, 
hut were soon forced to retire by the fire of our batteries and rifle- 
men, and under cover of this Are a good many of our men 
escaped to the approaches. In some instances the Russians per^ 
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sisted in remaining outside, in order to plunder the bodies of 
those who were lying on the slope of the parapet, and paid the 
penalty of their rashness in being stretched beside their foes ; 
hut others came forth on a holier errand, and actually brought 
water to our wounded. If this last act be true, it is but right 
to discredit the story that the Russians placed our wounded over 
the magazine in the rear of the lledaii, near the Barrack Bat- 
tery, ere they fired it — the only foundation for which report, as 
far as I can discover, is, that many of the bodies of our men 
found in the Redan were dreadfully scorched and bunit ; but 
there were many Russians lying there in a similar state. Gen- 
eral Pelissier observed the failure of oiir attjick from the rear of 
the Malakhoff, and sent over to General Simpson to ask if ho 
intended to renew it. The English Commander- iii-Cliicf is 
reported to have rejdied that he did not then feel in a condition 
to do so. All this time the Guards and Highlanders, the Third 
and Fourth Divisions, and most of the reserves had not been en- 
gaged. They could, indeed, have furnished materials for making 
another assault, but the subsequent movements of the Russians 
render it doubtful whether the glory of carrying the itedan, and 
of redeeming the credit of our arms, would not have been dearly 
purchfiscd by the effusion of more valuable blood. As soon 
as we abandoned the assault the firing slackened along our 
front, but in the rear of the Malakhoff there vras a fierce contest 
going on between masses of Russians, now released from the 
Redan, or drawn from the town, and the French inside the 
work ; and the fight for the Little Redan, on the proper left of 
the Malakhoff, was raging furiously. Clouds of smoke and dust 
obstructed the view, but the rattle of musketiy was incessant, 
and betokened the severe nature of the struggle below. Through 
the breaks in the smoke there^ could be seen now and then a 
tricolour, surmounted by a’ e^le, fluttering bravely over tho 
inner parapet of the Malakhofll The storm of battle rolled 
fiercely round it, and heat against it; hut it was sustained hy 
strong arms and stout hearts, and alL.the assaults of tho enemy 
were directed in vain against it. We could see, too, our noble 
allies swarming avot into tlife Malakhoff, from their splendid 
approaches to it from the Jllamelon, or rushing with speed 
towards the right, wl^jro the Russians, continually reinforced, 
sought in vain to beat back their foes, and to regain tho key of 
their position. Tlie struggle was full of interest to us all, but 
its issue was never doubted. It would be untrue to say that 
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the result of our assault was not the source of deep grief and 
mortification to us, which all the glorious successes of our allies 
could not wholly alleviate. Even those who thought any attack 
on the lledan useless and unwise, inasmuch as the possession of 
the Malakhoir would, in their opinion, render the Redan un- 
tenable, could not but regret bitterly that, having undertaJien 
the assault, wo had not achieved a decisive triumph, and that 
so much blood had been, if not ingloriously, at least fruitlessly, 
poured forth. 

The French, indeed, have been generous enough to say that 
our ti'oops behaved with great bravery, and that fliey wondered 
how we kept the Redan so long under such a tremendous fire ; 
but British soldiers arc rather accustomed to the nil admirari 
under such circumstances, and praise like that gives pain as well 
as pleasure. M.any soldiers, entertaining the opinion to which 
I have alluded, think that we should at once have renewed the 
attempt. It is but small consolation to them to know that 
General Simpson intended to attack the Redan the following 
morning, inasmuch as the Russians by their retreat deprived 
us of the chance of retrieving our reputation, and at the same 
time acknowledged the complehmess of the success achieved by 
our allies, and the tremendous superiority of the £ 1*0 directed 
against them. 

As any particulars must he interesting, I have no hesitation 
in giving some additional details of the events of the 8th of 
September 

The Second Brigade, Light Division, stormed at noon of 
the eighth. The 97th and 90th, 300 of each, commanded — ^the 
former by Major Welsford (whoso head was blown off as he was 
mounting an embrasure — the gun was fired by a Russian officer, 
who immediately gave himself up as a prisoner to a sergeant of 
the 97t.h, that entered the moment alter, throwing down his 
sword and saying, *I am a prisoner of war*); the latter by 
Captain Grove, the senior officer of the regiment, present with 
the service companies. The salient was carried at once, and 
the men entered the stronghold, which is a work traced on a 
most obtuse angle, requiring a large mass of men to assault it, 
not only at the salient, but at the same moment on both flanks, 
60 as to turn them, and to enable the salient storming party to 
advance down the interior space of the works at once, taking the 
defenders in front and flank, and indeed in rear, at the same 
moment. In consequence of attacking the salient only, no front 
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could be formed, on account of the small interior space at that 
point ; the men were forced to advance by dribblets, and at the 
same moment fired on from traverses on either flank where they 
could not see their assailants, an evil at once obviated had the 
attack on the flanks and salient been simultaneous. The 
handful of men who assaulted and took the salient most 
gallantly held it against fiir superior numbers for a considerable 
time, until their ammunition being neaidy expended and receiv- 
ing no flank support, which could alone assist them to any pur- 
pose, and being rushed on from these flanks by a vastly superior 
force, they retreated to the extreme* side of the parapet, wliere 
they remained, and, being reinforced by some fresh men, kept 
up a heavy and continuous fire on the llussians in the interior 
of the work ; they held their ground on this fast sinking parapet 
of loose earth, stones, and broken gabions, under a most galling 
fire from both flanks and in iront, and continuous showers, of 
vertical grape, from inside the work, for an hour and a half at 
least, wheu a sudden rush, made by the enemy, who had crept 
up the laces by the traverses, obliged the troops to retire, and 
step by step, pelting each other with huge stones, they retired, 
slipping and tumbling into the ditch, where many poor fellows 
were buried alive, from the scarps giving way. Then came the 
fearful run for life or death, with men rolling over like rabbits, 
then tumbling into the English trench, where the men lay four 
deep on each other. The men once in manned the parapet, and 
kept up a heavy and continuous lire on the enemy on the 
parapets of the Eedan. Tho rest you know. The Eifles, as 
usual, behaved nobly, and where they had tried to creep up the 
ditch to pick off the Eussians on the flanks they lay lour and 
five deep, all together. Colonel Lysons, of the 2«3rd, as usual, 
was all energy, and, thougli severely wounded through the 
thigh and unable to stand, remained on the ground clieering on 
the men and giving directions to the last. Colonel Handcock, 
of the 97th, was shot through the head on the crest of the 
Eedan, and died soon alter arriving in camp. Captain Preston, 
and Lieutenants Swill and Wilmer, of the 90th, were all killed 
inside, where their bodies were found the next morning. Cap- 
tain Vaughan, of the 90th, whoso conduct was beyond praise, 
was shot in both legs severely, and taken prisoner when we left 
the place, it being impossible to get him over the ditch. Ho 
was found in a Eussian hospital to-day, and brought to camp. 
Colonel Windham was most energetic in striving to keep down 
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the fire of the flanks after the first retrogression, and stood where 
the lire was hottest, trying to force e few men to make an 
attack on them ; but so dense was the fire that the men were 
mowed down as fast as a handful could be got together. He 
was backwards and forwards, cheering, directing, &c.; but a 
formed body of men alone could be of service, and that could 
not be got. Lieutenant and Adjutant Dyneley, of tlio 23rd 
Fusiliers, was so severely wounded that ho is since dead, — a 
most excellent officer, and a great loss to the regiment and the 
service. Individual deeds of daring were too frequent to par- 
ticularize. The first dead llussian on the extreme salient w«as 
a Russian officer shot through the mouth, a singularly handsome 
man, with hands and feet white and delicate as a woman’s. I 
wont trust myself to returns. The fire of our artillery had 
been splendid, as the number of broken guns proved.” 

^jc um disce omnes. The Light Division was deprived of 
its Brigadier, and of Colonels UneU and Lysons, the next senior 
officers, early in the day, and was left to the command of Colonel 
Bunbury. 

The 41st, which followed the Light Division storming party, 
whose position in advance was determined, as I have already 
stated, by Colonel Windham and Colonel Unett tossing up for 
choice,” got into the Redan nearly as soon as the 90th and 97th, 
who formed the leading column of attack on the salient, and the 
parties of each division were soon inextricably mixed. 1 do not 
know the names of the first soldiers of the 90th and 97th who 
got in, but several soldiers of these regiments lay dead and 
wounded in advance near the Russian breastwork on the morn- 
ing of the 9th. The men of the 4l6t who rushed into the 
Redan with Colonel Windham are really named Ilartnady, 
Kennedy, and Fat Mahoney; the last, a fine tall Grenadier, fell 
dead in the embrasure by Colonel Windham’s side, shot through 
the heart as he was shouting, ** Come on, boys, come on !” His 
blood spouted over those near him, but tiie men rushed on till 
they became confused among tho traverses, and then the scene 
took place which I have tried to describe in my former letter. 
The salient, however favourable to the assailants in one sense, 
was extremely disadvantageous to them in another, inasmuch as 
it prevented them getting into any kind of formation. It was 
of course the apex of tho triangle, and was very narrow, while 
tho enemy firing from the base poured a concentrated fire upon 
the point, and fblled 6very man who showed boldly from behind 



158 


ATTACK ON THE BEHAN. 


tlie travei'SGs, while they swept with a rapid file fire the top of 
the parapet on which our soldiers were crowded. At the first 
rush, hud Colonel Windham been able to get a handful of men 
tc^thor to charge at the breastwork, the few Bussians thero 
must have been routed, and by the time their reinforcements 
came up our men would have been able to reverse the face of 
the breastwork, and to close the Bedan to their assailants. But 
seconds of time generate gi*eat events in war. Our delay gave 
the enemy time both to recover from their panic when they were 
driven from the salient, and to send up strong bodies of men 
from their bomb-proofs and the cover* at the back of the Redan, 
and by degrees this accumulating mass advancing from the 
angles of the breastwork moved up along tho traverses parallel 
with the parapets of tho Redan, and drove our men into the 
salient, where, fed by feeble dribblets and incapable of forma- 
tion, they were shot down in spite of the devotion and courage 
of their leader and tho example of their officers. The salient 
was held by our men for one hour and fifhy-six minutes ! While 
General Codrington, who seems to have become confused by tho 
failure of the attack, and to have lost for the time tho coolness 
which has hitherto characterized him, was hesitating about 
sending up more men, or w'as unable to send them up in any 
formation, so as to form a nucleus of resistance and attack, the 
Redan was lost, and our men, pressed by the bayonet, by heavy 
fusillades, and by some field guns, which the enemy had now 
brought up, were forced over the parapet into the ditch. Colonel 
Eman, one of the very best officers in this army, — a man of 
singular calmness and bravery, who was beloved by his regi- 
ment, his officers and men, and whose loss is lamented by all 
who knew him, was shot through the lungs as he was getting 
his men into order. His sword arm was uplifted over his head 
at the time, and it was thought his lungs were uninjured. The 
surgeon, when he was carried bock, told him so, but he knew 
too well such hopes were vain. '* 1 feel 1 am bleeding inter- 
nally,” lie said, with a sad smile. He died that night. Two 
captains of the same regiment fell beside him — Corry and Lock- 
hart. Captain Rowlands, who very much distinguished himself, 
had the most extraordinary escapes, and was only slightly 
wounded, though hit in two places. Hamilton, Maude, and 
Kingseote are severely wounded. Major Pratt is slightly 
wounded ; 4 sergeants and 30 privates were killed ; 1 corporal 
and 12 privates were missing; about 60 others are severely 
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wounded, and 73 are slightly wounded— making a total loss of 
184. The 49th, who were in reserve, lost 1 officer killed, 2 
wounded, 2 privates killed, and 23 wounded. For the last thirty 
minutes of this contest the English, having exhausted their am- 
munition, threw stones at their opponents, but the Russians 
retaliated with terrible effect by “ hand-grape” and small cannon- 
sbot, which they hurled at o\xr men. Captain Rowlands was 
knocked down and stunned by one of these missiles, which hit 
him right on the eye. As soon as he recovered and got up, ho 
was struck by another grape-shot in the very same place, and 
knocked down again. 

The 3(yth Regiment was formed in the fourth parallel, left in 
fiont, on the right of the 55th, and when the storming party 
moved out of the hi'th parallel, the supports occupied it, and 
were immediately ordered to advance on the salient angle of the 
Redan by three companies at a time from the left. The distance 
from the place in which they were posted up to the salient con- 
siderably exceeded 200 yards, and as the men bad to cut across 
as quickly as they could in order to escape the raking' fire of 
grape, and to support tlie regiments in front, they were breath- 
less when they arrived at the ditch. When they arrived, all 
blown by this double, they found only two scaling ladders at the 
scarp and two more at tho other side to climb up to the parapet. 
They got over, however, and ascended the face of the Redan. 
Ry the time the* supports got up the Russians were pushing up 
their reserves in great force, and had already got some field- 
pieces up to tho breastwork, and the regiment falling into the 
train of all around them, instead of ^vancing, began to firo 
irom the parapet and upper traverses till all tiieir ammunition 
was exhausted, when they commenced pelting the Russians 
with stones. In this condition no attempts were made to 
move the reserves whatever, while the Russians aoeumulated 
mass after mass upon them from the open ground in rear of the 
Redan, and deployed their columns .on the breastwork, whence 
they delivered a severe fire upon us. The whole garrison of the 
MaJakhoff and their supports also came down on the left flank 
of the Redan and added to our assailants, and indeed there was 
reason to fight, for the possession of the Redan would have 
destroyed the enemy’s chance of escape! In this gallant regi- 
ment there were 16 officers, 23 sergeants, &c., and 384 privates ; 
on marching down to the trenches 1 officer was killed and 10 
were wounded, 6 sergeants were wounded, 41 privates were 
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killed and 101 privates were wounded, and 2 officers and 6 pri- 
vates have since died of their wounds. 

The 65th was the support along with the 30th, and was 
stationed in the fourth parallel till the assaulting columns had 
cleared out of the filth parallel, which it then occupied, and left 
soon afterwards to mingle in the melee at the salient of the 
Redan. Poor Lieut. -Colonel Cuddy» who assumed the com- 
mand when Lieut.-Coloncl Cure was wounded in the right arm, 
was killed as lie led his men up the open to the face of the 
Redan ; and of the remaining 10 officers who went out with the 
regiment Captain Morgan, acting as Aide-de-Camp to the Briga- 
dier, had his arm broken. Captain Hume was blown up hji/ a 
shell, but "was not severely wounded. Lieutenant J. R. JIume, 
his brother, was badly but not dangerously wounded. Lieutenant 
Johnson wius wounded, and was also bayoneted by a Russian, 
who threw liis firelock at him. The remaining officers, Captain 
Werge ( Brigiwle-Major), Captain Rocksby, Lieutenants Elton, 
Harkness, and Rui-ke (Adjutant), were not touched, nor was 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon Fane, who went down with the regi- 
ment to the fifth parallel. The regiment went out less than 
400 strong, and suffered a loss of 1^10 officers and men killed 
and wounded. 

The gallant 62nd went into action 245 of all ranks. They 
were formed into two companies, with four officers to each, and 
the Colonel, Major, Adjutant, and Acting Assistant-Surgeon 
O’Callaghan, and formed part of the storming party. Colonel 
Tyler was hit in the hand crossing the open space in front of 
the Redan, and retired. Lieutenant Blakeston was shot in the 
very act of getting in through an embrasure of the Redan. 
Lieutenant Davenpoii; was shot through the nose. On the para- 
pet two officers were killed or died of their wounds, and four 
officers were wounded out of a total of eleven ; three sergeants 
were killed and four wounded out of sixteen, oiut drummer was 
killed out of eight, and fourteen rank and file were killed, and 
seventy-five were wounded out of 210. Such was this heavy 
day. To show how it fell on our allies I may give the follow- 
ing fact. The 16tli regiment. Colonel Garrain, went into 
action 000 strong against the Little Redan, and came out 310. 
The two Chefs do Bataillon were killed, eleven officers were 
killed, and nineteen officers were wounded. It was observed 
that an immense number of the Russiaii dead in the front were 
officers. 
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The ** Vladimir” behaved admii-ably on Sunday. She took 
up a position within range of the French battery at lukemiann. 
She was not safe anywhere, and stem on let tlie shot pass over 
her till I was tired of seeing them miss her. 

Our attack lasted about an hour and three-quarters, as well as 
I could make out, and in that time wc lost more men than at 
Inkorniaiin, where the lighting lasted for seven hours. At 
1*48 p.m., which was about the time we retired, there was an ex- 
plosion either of a tumbrel or of a fougasse between the Mameloii 
and the Malakhoif, to the right, which seemed to blow up 
several Frenchmen, and soon after^vards the artillery of the 
J\nperial Guard swept across from the rear towards the Little 
Hedan, and gave us an indication that our allies had gained a 
position from which they could operate against th^ enemy 
with their field pieces. From the opening of the attack the 
French batteries over Careening had not ceased to thunder 
against the Russian fleet, which lay silently at anchor below, 
and a lively cannonade was kept up between them and the 
inkermann batteries till the evening, which was interrupted 
every now and then by the intervention of the English re- 
doubt, and the late Scliiighinsk and Volhynia redoubts, which 
engaged the Russian batteries at the extremity of the harbour. 
At one o’clock wounded men began to crawl up from the batteries 
to the camp ; they could tell us little or nothing. “ Were we 
in the Redan P” ** Oh, yes ; but a lot of them had been killed, 
and the Russians w^ere mighty strong.” Some were cheeiful, 
others desponding ; all seemed proud of their wounds. Half- 
an-hour more, and the number of wounded increased; they 
came up by twos and threes, and — ^>vhat I had observed before 
as a b^ sign — the number of stragglers accompanying them, 
under the pretence of rendering assistance, became greater also. 
Then the ambulances and the cacolets (or mule litters) came in 
sight along the Woronzoff-road filled with wounded. Evciy 
ten minutes added to their numbers, and we could see that 
every effort was made to hurry them down to the fiPont as soon 
as they were ready for a fresh load. The litter-bearers now added 
to the length of the melancholy train. We heard that the tem- 
porary hospitals in front were full, and that the surgeons were 
beginning to get anxious about the extent of their accommodation 
for the wonnded. It may here he observed that on the occasion 
of the 18th of June some of these temporary hospitals, which are 
intended to afford immediate aid in cases requiring operations cn 
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the spot, were under fire, and a shell hurst in the very tent in 
which Dr. Paynter and his assistants were operating, the ground 
around it being continually tom up by round shot. On this 
occasion more care was taken in determining the sites of the 
tents. Another bad sign was that the enemy never cea.sed 
throwing up shell to the front, many of which burst high in 
the air over our heads, while the pieces flew with a most un- 
pleasant whir around us. These shells were intended for our 
reserves ; and, although the fuses did not burn long enough for 
such a range, and they all burst at a considerable elevation, they 
caused some little injury and annoyance to the troops in the rear, 
and hit some of our men. The rapidly-increasing swarms of 
wounded men, sonie of whom had left their arms behind them, 
at last g/ive rise to suspicions of the truth ; but their answers to 
many eager questioners were not very decisive or intelligible, and 
some of them did not even know what they had been attacking. 
Oue poor young fellow who was stumping stifily up with a 
broken arm and a ball tlirough his shoulder, carried off his fire- 
lock with him, but he made the najvc confession that he had 
** never tired it off, for he could not.” The piece turned out to 
be in excellent order. It struck one that such men as these, 
however brave, were scarcely a fit match for the well -drilled 
soldiers of Kussia ; and yet we were trusting tlie honour, rej)ii- 
tation, and glory of Great Britain to undisciplined lads from the 
plough, or the lanes of our towns and villages ! As one ex- 
ample of the sort of recruits we have received hero recently, I 
may mention that there was a considerable number of men in 
draughts which came out last week to regiments in the Pourtli 
Division who had only been enlisted a few days, and who haxl 
never fired a rifle in their lives! It must not bo imagined 
that such rawness can be corrected and turned into military 
efficiency out here, for th fact is, that this siege has been about 
the worst possible school for developing the courage and manly 
Belf-relianoe of a soldier ; neither does it teach him the value 
of discipline and of united action. When he goes into the 
trenches he learns to dodge behind gabions and to take pot shots 
from behind stones and parapets, and at tlie same time he has 
no opportunity of testing the value of his comrades, or of 
proving himself against the enemy in the open field. The natural 
result follows. Nor can it be considered as aught but ominous 
of evil that there have been two courts of inquiry recently 
held concerning two most distinguished regiments— one, indeed. 
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belonging to the highest rank of onr infantry, and the other a 
well-tried and gallant regiment, which was engaged in this very 
attack, in consequence of the alleged misconduct of their young 
soldiers during night affairs in the trenches. The old soldiers 
behaved admirably, and stood by their officers to the last ; nof 
was there any lack of courage among the young lads who had 
only just joined, but they were deficient in discipline and in 
confidence in their officers. Whatever the cause, the assault 
was unsuccessful. General Simpson remained in the Green-hill 
Battery till six o’clock, at which hour General Pelissier sent 
to inform him that the Malakhoff was perfectly safe, and to 
ask him what the English intended to do with respect to the 
Bcdan. General Simpson had by this time, it is said, formed 
the determination of attacking it the following morning at five 
o'clock with the Guards and the Third and Fourth Divisions, 
but he would not act when asked to do so by the French 
general. The difficulty of obtaining accurate information of the 
progress of an action cannot be better exemplified than by this 
fact, that at three o’clock one of our Generals of Division did 
not know whether we had taken the Bedan or not. Towards 
dusk the Guards who had been placed in reserve behind our 
Bight Attack were marched oft* to their camp, and a portion of 
the Highlanders were likewise taken pff the ground. Tho 
Guards only arrived from the trenches this morning, but, to 
their great credit be it said, they turned out again without a 
murmur after a rest Uf a couple of hours for breakfast, although 
they had been “on” for toi’ty-eight liours previously. Iho 
Third Division and a portion of the Highlanders were sent 
down to do the trench duties in the evening and night. 

From the following statement of the loss sustained by the Light 
Division it will bo seen that this gallant body, which behaved 
so well at the Alma, and lUaintaiued its reputation at Inkermann, 
sufficred as severely as it did in gaining tho former great victory; 
and an examination of the return, which is tolerably correct, and 
is certainly rather under the mark, will, I fear, show that tho 
winter, the trenches, and careless recruiting liave done their 
work, and that tho officers furnished a noble example of devotion 
and gallantry, which their men did not imitate. In the Light 
Division there ai*e 73 officers and 964 men wounded — total, 
1037. 

The loss of this division was 1001 in killed and wounded at 
the Alma. 

2I2 
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The number of officers killed amounts to 15 ; of men killed 
to 94 — ^total, 107. The regiments of the division which fur- 
nished storming columns were the 90th (or Perthshire Volun- 
teers) and the 97th (or Earl of Ulster's). In the 90th Captain 
Preston and Lieutenants Swift and Willmer were killed. Only 
three men were killed. Lieutenant Swift penetrated the furthest 
of all those who entered the Eedan, and his dead body was 
discovered far in advance, near the re-entering angle. Captains 
Grove, Tinh’ng, and Wade, Lieutenants Hattray, Pigott, 
Ueverill, and Sir C. Pigott and 90 men severely; Captains 
Perrin and Vaughan, Lieutenants Bous, Graham, and Haydock 
and 35 men slightly, wounded. Total killed, 3 officers, ^ men ; 
wounded, 12 officers, 126 men. In the 97th, Lieutenant-Colonel 
the Hon. H. E. Handcock, Major Welsford, Captain Hutton, 
and Lieutenant Douglas M'Gregor, and one man were killed. 
Captain Lumley and 10 men dangerously ; Captain Sibthorp, 
Lieutenant Goodenough, and Ss men severely ; Captain Woods, 
Lieutenants Hill, Fitzgerald, Brown, and 40 men slightly, 
wounded. Total killed, 4 officers, 1 man ; wounded, 7 officers, 
88 men. The colonel having been shot through the head, 
was carried to his tent, but the ball having lodged in the 
brain} he was never sensible, and expired that night. His 
widow was watching the progress of the struggle from the 
Picket-house, and all her worst fears were soon realized, for 
her husband's body was brought by the very spot where 
she stood. Lieutenant M*Gregor, the son of the Inspector- 
General of Irish Constabulary^ WM adjutant of the regiment, 
and as remarkable for his unostentatious piety and Christian 
virtues as for his bravexy and conduct in the held. The rest 
of the division was engaged in supporting the storming columns. 
In the 7th Eoyal Fusiliers, Lieutenants Wright and Colt, and 
11 men were killed; Maj^ r furner, Lieutenant-Colonels Hey- 
land and Hibbert, Captain Hickey, and Captain Jones (Alma), 
were wounded. Sixfy-seven men were wounded, and 11 killed. 
In the 23rd (Eoyal Welsh Fusiliers) Lieutenants Somerville 
and Dynlieley are dead; the first was killed, the latter died 
of hxU ' wounds the^ following morning. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lysons is slightly wounded, and the following officers are 
more or less injured by shot, shell, or bayonet: — Captains 
Vane, Poole, MiUett, Holding, Beck, Hall, Dare, Williamson, 
Tupper, O’Connor, Eadcliffe, Perrott, and Beck. Total killed, 
2 officers, 1 man ; wounded, 13 officers, 130 men. In the 33rd,. 
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Lieatenant Donovan, a most promising and dasking officer, 
lost his life while looking over the parapet at the fight. 
He wont with the regiment as an amateur, in company with 
his brother, all through Bulgaria, and into action with them 
at the Alma as a volunteer, where he so much distinguished 
himself that the colonel recommended him for a commission, 
which ho received without purchase. Lieutenant-Colonel Gough, 
who was shot through the body at the Alma, was severely 
wounded ; Captain Ellis and Lieutenants Willis and Trent were 
slightly, and the Adjutant Toseland severely, wounded; 45 
men wounded. Total killed, 1 officer ; wounded, 5 officers, 45 
men. In the 34th, which was in the parallel behind the 
columns, 3 men wore killed. Lieutenants Harris and Laurie 
are severely wounded, and 62 men are wounded. In the 
I9th, nearly every officer was touched more or less, 128 
men were wounded, and 25 killed. The officers wounded 
arc — Colonel Unett, severely (since dead); Major Warden, 
slightly; Captain Chippindall, ditto; Lieutenants Godfrey, 
Goren, and Massey, dangerously ; Molesworth, severely ; 
Bayley, slightly: Ensign Martin, slightly; and Ensign 
Young, dangerously. Total killed, 25 men; wounded, 10 
officers, 128 men. In the 77th, 42 men were wounded ; killed 
not known; Captain Parker mortally wounded. Wounded, 
Captain Butts, slightly; Lieutenants Knowles, Leggett, and 
Watson, ditto. One officer killed; 4 officers, 42 men wounded. 
In the 88tli Regiment, 105 men were wounded. Captain 
Grogan was^illed; Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, C.B., was 
wounded twice in the thigh and once in the arm severely, 
but not dangerously. Captains Mauleverer and Beresfoid; 
Lieutenants Lambert, Hopton, Scott, and Ensign Walker, are 
wounded severely. Total, 1 officer killed ; wound^, 0 officers, 105 
men. In the Riilo Brigade Captain Hammond, who was only 
three days ontii’oni England, and Lieutenwt Ryder and 13 men 
were killed ; and Lieutenant Pellew (slightly). Lieutenant Eyre 
severely, Major Woodford (slightly), Captain Eedes and Lieu- 
tenant Riley severely wounded. Total, 2 officers, 13 men killed ; 
wounded, 8 officers, 125 men. It will be seen by this that 964 
men we(e wounded in the Light Division ; and it is most credit- 
able to the medical officer in cliarge, Dr. Alexander, and to his 
surgeons, that all these men were placed comfortably in bed, 
and had their wounds dressed and their wants attended to by 
eight o'clock the same evening. -The loss of officers in Wind<« 
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ham's Brigade, and in the portion of WaiTen's Brigade which 
moved to his support is equally severe. 

The Second Division had on the General Staff, 1 officer. 
Lieutenant Swies, Aide-de-camp, dangerously ; 2 officers, Major 
Booko and Lieutenant Morgan, Aide-de-camp, severely; 1 officer. 
Brigadier Warren, slight scratch in head ; and 1 officer, Ck>lonel 
Percy Herbert, a still slighter scratch. Total 5 officers 
wounded. In 1st Boyals, 2nd Battalion, 1 man was killed ; 2l 
officers, Major Plunkett, Lieutenant Williams, and 3 men, 
severely ; Captain Gillman, and 2 men, dangerously ; Lieutenant 
Keate, and 13 men slightly, wounded. Total killed 1; 
wounded, 4 officers, 18 men. 3rd Buffs, 39 men killed, 76 
wounded, 7 officers. Brigadier Straubenzee (a scratch over the 
oye); Captain Wood Dunbar, Lieutenant Cox, Ensigns Letts and 
Peachey, wounded. In 41st Foot, 2 officers. Captains Lockhart 
and Every, 2 men, killed ; Colonel Eman, C.B., dangerously 
(since dead); Lieutenant Kingseote, severely; Major Pratt, Cap- 
tain Rowlands, Lieutenants Maude and Hamilton, slightly 
wounded. Total killed, 2 officers, 2 men ; wounded, 6 officers, 
111 men. In 47th Regiment, 3 men killed, 27 men wounded. 
In 49th Regiment, Captain Rochfort and 2 men killed ; Major 
King, Ensign Mitchell, and 26 men, wounded. In 55th Regi- 
ment, Lieut. -Colonel Cuddy killed; Major Cure, Captain R. 
Hume, Captain J. Hume, Captain Richards, Lieutenant Johnson, 
and 105 men, wounded. In 62nd Regiment, Captains Cox and 
Blakeston, killed ; Lieut.-Colonel Tyler, Major Daubeney, Cap- 
tain Hunter, Lieutenants Dirin and Davenport, mid 67 men, 
wounded. In 95th Foot, Captain Sergeant and Lieutenant 
Packinton, slightly contused, and 3 men slightly wounded. In 
the First Division, 2nd Brigade, the diet Foot lost an excellent 
officer, Captain Attree, before the assault took place ; he was 
moitally womided in the tr/^nefies. They had two men slightly 
wounded. In the Scots Fusilier Guards, and 56th Foot, there 
were only two men slightly wounded — one in each regiment ; 
and out of 256 men admitted into the General Hospital, Third 
Division camp, 17 died dmost immediately. In the Highland 
Division, while on duty in the trenches, the 42nd Foot had 12 
men wounded; the 7ind Foot had 1 officer. Quartermaster 
Haidmont, mortally wounded, 1 man killed, and 17 men 
wounded; the 79th had 11 men wounded; and the 93rd had 
6 men wounded. In the Fourth Division, the 17th Regiment 
had 3 officers. Lieutenant Thompson, Lieutenant Squire, and 
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Lieutenant Parker, and 19 men wounded ; the 20th had 6 men 
wounded ; the 21st, 8 men wounded ; the 46th, 1 man wounded ; 
the 48th, 6 men wounded ; the 57th, 4 men wounded ; the 63rd, 
Colonel Lyndsay (severely), and 4 men wounded, and 1 killed ; 
the 68th, 1 man wounded ; the Bifte Brigade, Ist Battalion, 2 
men killed, and 9 men wounded. In the Right Attack, Com- 
missary Hayter and 5 men were killed ; Captain Fitzroy, Lieu- 
tenants Champion .and Tyler, and 34 men of the siege train were 
wounded. In the Left Attack, Captain Sedley, Major Chapman, 
Lieut. Elphin.stone,R.E., and 7 sappers and miners, were wounded. 
The regiments in the trenches lost as follows : — Rifle Brigade, 
2 wounded ; 3rd Foot, 2 ditto ; I7th, 1 ditto ; 23rd Fusiliers, 13 
ditto; 41st, 3 ditto; 55th, 1 ditto;' 62nd, 2 killed, 3 wounded; 
77th, 1 killed, 1 wounded; 88th, 1 wounded; 90th, 1 killed, 11 
wounded ; 93rd, 1 wounded ; 97th, 2 wounded ; 19th, 1 klU^, 1 
wounded. The total given by Lieut. John Hall is 24 officers, 
and 129 men killed ; 134 officers, and 1897 wounded. There 
was a feeling of deep depression in camp all night. It was quite 
uncertain what the result would be, as we knew tlie French were 
only in the Malakhoffi, and we were painfully aware that our 
attack had failed. It was an eventful night. The camp was full 
of wounded men ; this hospitals were crowded ; and sad stories 
ran from mouth to mouth respecting the losses of the officers, 
and the behaviour of the men. 


CHAPTER XVn. 


GAPTUBE OF SEBASTOPOL. 

Ketreat of the Bussians-^Evacuation of Sebastopol— Destniotion of the 
fleet — Abandonment of the Redan — Ck>nilagration in the town — Tre- 
mendous explosions — I'he last Russian soldier is withdrawn to the 
northern side — Reflections on the English attack upon the Redun — 
Sacrifices — The retreat of the Kusaiana owing to tlie oaptora of the 
Malakhoff by the French — Skilful arrangement of the Russian retreat— 
Violent storm — Sebastopol in flames— The violence of the storm in- 
creases — A perfect tornado — The French i general forbids all com- 
munication with the town — Delay in sending off ^e moil ^ 


SenmAT, Sepfember 9. 

Fatigued and worn out by excitement, I lay down to rest, 
but scarcely to sleep last night. At my last walk up to the 
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front of the camp, after sunset, nothing was remarkable, except 
tlie silence of the batteries on both sides — the firing being 
chiefly on the extreme left and right of the attack. It was 
rumoured about seven o'clock, that an artillery officer in tho 
trenches observed the enemy pouring across the bridge in large 
masses, and that he sent word to that effect to General Simpson. 
About eleven o’clock, my hut was shaken by a violent shock as 
of an eai-thquake, but 1 was so thoroughly tired and worn out 
that it did not rouse me for.-more than an instant ; having per- 
suaded myself it was " only a magazine," 1 was asleep again. 
In another hour these shocks were repeated in quick succession 
several times, so that Morpheus himself could not have slum- 
bered; and so I got up, and walked up to Cathcart's Hill. 
Fires blazed in Sebastopol, but they were obscured with smoko 
and by the dust which still blew through the night air. As 
the time wore on, these fires grew and spread, fed at intervals 
by tremendous explosions. When the first grey rays of morn- 
ing came, the truth was plain — the Russians were abandoning 
the city they had defended so gallantly and so long. Their 
fleet was beneath the waters. A continuous stream of soldiery 
could be seen marching across the bridge to the north side, 
where all seemed agitation and alarm. And what were we 
doing ? Just looking on. It was after five o’clock ere General 
J^ntinck came out of his hut close to Cathcart’s Hill, to “ see 
what the matter was.’’ The little group which stood there was 
silent, and awestruck by the appalling spectacle before them, 
and no man cared to speak. The trenches were occupied by tho 
Highland Division, under Sir Colin Campbell, with the Third 
Division in support; but the General did not occupy the Redan 
till after daybreiik, and even then he did nothing, though ho 
was informed soon after midnight that the Russians had aban- 
doned it. The r4mm4 of this Sabbath day’s work is as 
follows : — 

At eight o'clock last night the Russians began quietly to 
withdraw from the town, in the principal houses of which they 
had previously stored up combustibles, in order to render Sebas- 
topol a second Moscow. With great art the general kept up a 
fire of musketry from tds advanced posts, as though he intended 
to renew his efforts to regain the Malakhoff. Al^ut 12*30 the 
men of the Highland division on duty in the trenches were 
suiprised at the silence in the Redan, and some volunteers 



SEBASTOPOL IN FLAMES. 


169 


managed to creep into it. Nothing could they hear but the 
heavy breathing |uid groans of the wounded and dying, who, 
with the dead, were the sole occupants of the place. As it was 
thought the Redan was mined, the men came book, and soon 
afterwards the Russian tactics became apparent. About two 
o’clock flames were observed to break out in different parts of 
the town. They spread gradually over the principal buildings. 
By two o’clock the fleet, with the exception of the steamers, 
had been scuttled and sunk. At four o’clock a terrible explosion 
behind the Redan shook the whole camp ; it was followed by 
four other explosions equally startling. The city was envelopt^ 
in fire and smoke, and tom asunder by the tremendous shocks 
of these volcanoes. At 4*45 the magazine of the Flagstaff 
and Garden Batteries blew up. At 5*30 two of the southern 
fiorts, the Quarantine and Alexander, went up into the air, and 
the effect of these explosions was immensely increased by the 
rush of a great number of live shell that followed, and which 
burst in all directions. While this was going on a steady 
current of infantry was passing in dense masses to the north 
side over the bridge, and at 6*45 the last battalion had escaped, 
and the hill sides opposite the city were alive .with Russian 
troops. Several small explosions took place inside the town at 
7*10. Columns of block smoke bogan to rise from the neigh- 
bourhood of Fort Paul at 7*12. At 7*15 the connexion of the 
floating-bridge with the south side was severed. At 7*16 flames 
began to ascend from Fort Nicholas. At 8*7 the last part of 
the bridge was floated off in portions to the north side. At 
nine o'clock several violent explosions took place in the works 
on our left, opposite the French. The town was by this time 
in a moss of flames, and the pillar of block, grey, and velvety 
fat smoke ascending from it seemed to support the very heavens. 
The French continued to fire guns on the left, probably to keep out 
stragglers, but ere the Russians left the pl^ the Zouaves and 
sailors had obtained entrance, and were busily engaged in plun- 
dering. Not a shot was fired to the front and centre. The 
Russian steamers were very busy .towing boats and stores 
across. Our oavahy and sentries were sent up to the ftont 
of the camps to prevent any one gojfig’into the town, but 
without much success. I visited a good portion of the place. 
Explosions occurred all through the day, particularly on the left 
of the position. 
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The following After-Order of the day has been issued 
‘^Geueeal Afteb-Obdeb. 

** Head Quartebs, Septemher 0. 

“ The Commander of the Forces congratulates the army on 
the result of the attack of yesterday. 

“ The brilliant assault and occupation of thw Malakholf by our 
gallant allies obliged the enemy to abandon the works they have 
BO long held with such bravery and determination. 

** The Commander of the Forces returns his thanks to the 
general officers and officers and men of the Second and Light 
Divisions, who advanced and attacked with such gallantry the 
works of the Kedan. lie regrets, from the formidable nature of 
the flanking defences, that their devotion did not meet with that 
immediate success which it so well merited. 

“ lie condoles and deeply sympathizes with the many brave 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men who are now suf- 
fering from the wounds they received in the course of their 
noble exertions of yesterday. 

“ He deeply deplores the death of the many gallant officers 
and men who have fallen in the final struggle of this long and 
memorable siege. 

** Their loss will be scvei*ely felt, .and their names long re- 
membered in this army and by the British nation. 

** Geucral Simpson avails himself of this opportunity to con- 
gratulate and convey his warmest thanks to the general officers^ 
officers, and soldiers of the several divisions, to the Eoyal 
Engineers and Artillery, for their cheerful endurance of almost 
unparalleled hardships and sufferings, and for the unflinching 
courage and determination w^ch on so many 'trying occasions 
they have evinced. 

“ It is with equal satisfaction that the Commander of the 
Forces thanks the officers and men of the Naval Brigade for the 
long and uniform course of valuable service rendered by them 
from the commencement of the siege. 

** By order, 

H. W. Babnabl, Chief of the Staff.” 

It is difficult, as I have had occasion to observe on similar 
occasions, to give with any pretensions to accuracy the details of 
a battle, but it becomes almost impossible to atUin correclnesa 
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in describing such an affair as tbe assault on the Eedan under 
the peculiar circumstances which attended it. In addition tO' 
the smoko of battle, flying clouds of dust mingled with sand 
blew right into the faces of the men and swept the hills in their 
rear, which were crowded with the spectators, or those who 
tried to be so. The irregularity of the ground offered another 
impediment to the view; but greater than all these obstacles 
was this, that no one could from any conceivable position in 
front see what was going on inside the Redan, which seemed to 
engulf our soldiers within its huge dun-coloured and ragged 
parapets, only to vomit them forth again in diminished numbers. 
It was all along but too plain to understand what was taking 
place within from the external aspect of that ill-fated work, the 
slopes of which have twice astonished the world with the sight 
of Rritish troops retreating after two successive attacks on its 
formidable defences. This Redan has cost us more lives than the 
capture of Radajoz, without including those who have fallen in its 
trenches and approaches ; and, although the enemy evacuated it, 
we can scarcely claim the credit of having caused them such loss 
that they retired owing to their dread of a renewed assault. On 
the contrary, we must, in fairness, admit that the Russians 
maintained their hold of the place till the French were esta- 
blished in the Malakhoff, and the key of the position was^ 
torn from their grasp. They might, indeed, have remained in 
the place longer than they did, as tiie French were scarcely in 
a condition to molest them from the Malakhoff with artUlciy;. 
hut the Russian general is a man of too much genius and 
experience as a soldier to lose men in defending an untenable 
position, and his retreat was effected with masterly skill and 
with perfect ease in the face of a victorious enemy. Covering 
his rear by the flames of the burning city and by tremendous 
explosions, which spoke in tones of poi^ntous warning to those 
who might have wished to cut off his retreat, he led his bat- 
talions in narrow files across a deep arm of the sea, which ought 
to have been commanded by our guns, and in the face of a 
most powerful fleet. He actually paraded them in onr sight as 
they crossed, and carried off all his most useflil stores and muni- 
tions of war. He left us few trophies and many bitter memories. 
He sank his ships and blew up his forts without molestation ; 
nothing was done to harass him in his retreat with the exception 
of some paltry efforts to break down the bridge by cannon-shot, 
or to shell the ti'oops as they marched over. 



172 


CAPTURE OP SEBASTOPOL. 


His steamers towed his boats across at their leisure, and when 
every man had been placed in safety, and not till then, the 
Kussians began to dislocate and float off the diftcrent portions of 
“their bridge and to pull it over to the north side. 

Tuesday Morning, l a.m., September 11. 

For the last hour an exceedingly violent storm has been raging 
over the camp. The wind blows with such fury as to make the liut 
in which I am writing rock to and fro, at the same time filling it 
with fine dust wliich comes in through every crevice. The Kus- 
sians are very busy with their signals over the Tchernaya. The 
fires in Sebastopol, fanned by the wind, are spreading fast, and 
the glare of the burning city illuminates the whole arch of the 
sky towards the north-w'cst. 

2 O’CLOCK A.M. 

The storm has increased in strength, and rain is beginning to 
fall heavily. The most dazzling flames of lightning shoot over 
the plateau and fight up the camp for an instant, the ideals of 
thunder arc so short and startling as to resemble in this, while 
they exceed in noise, the report of cannon. The rain has somewhat 
lessened the intensity of the fire at Sebastopol, but its flames and 
those of the lightning seem at times to contend for the mastery. 
There is, indeed, a great battle raging in the skies, and its 
thunder mocks to .scorn our licaviest cannonade. This supply of 
water will be very seasonable to the camp, where that article of 
consumption has been for a long time scanty and dirty. 


4'irt AM. 

In the whole course of my life I never heard or saw an^dliing 
like the deluge of rain which is now falling over tJiis portion of 
the camp. It beats on the roof with a noise like that of a cata- 
ract; it is a veritable waterspout. The wind is shifting and 
ranges all round the compass. The lightning is fainter, and the 
gusts are less violent. Sometimes for a minute there is a pro- 
found calm ; then again it blows a hurricane. 

4-23 A.M. 

The waterspout has passed away. Hod it lasted ten minutes 
longer it might have drowned the camp. 

9-45. 

A tornado is passing over the camp once more — ^hail, storm, 
and rain. The ground is converted into a mass of mud. 
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The disappointment of many persona who wished to spend a 
quiet snug day in Sebastopol is diminished by the knowledge 
that there is a positive order against going into the town, and 
that General Pelissicr has declared his sentries will shoot any 
persons wlio may be found in the streets in disobedience of tliat 
injunction. Passes- will be issued from the Adjutant-Gencrars 
department, without which aU persons will be stopped at the 
entraiK^s to the works. The rain and hail quenched the fire, 
which the wind had previously fanned to exceeding fierceness, so 
that there was little left for the flames to devour. Sebastopol 
is now a mass of white ruins, streaked and barred with black 
smoke. 

For some reason unlcnown the mail is delayed to-day. Although 
the wind is high, it is not strong enough to prevent a good 
steamer putting to sea. All sorts of contradictory telegraphic 
despatches have been going from the Admiral to the Post-ofiico 
at head-quarters throughout the day. It is a strange coinci- 
dent that delays occurred in sending oil' the mail after Alma 
and Inkermann. One order was that the mail was to bo landed 
from the “Argo,** at Kamicsch, and sent to the “Argus,” at 
Balaklava, or vice versd as to the ships, for the names are rather 
puzzling. 


* CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE INTERIOR OF SEBASTOPOL. 

Stren^h of the Russian works — The assault— Surprise at the result-— 
Gradual spread of the conflagration — Explosions — riuoder— Strange 
sights in the burning city — Interior of the MalokholT— Horrible sight 
in the Sebastopol Hospital — ^Attitudes of the dying — The Great Redan 
— Gallantry of the assault — Cause of its failure— Destruction of the 
Russian steamers — Anniversary of the landing in the Crimea — Results 
of the campaign. 

Wednesday, September 12. 

It is delightful to abandon Gie old heading, “The Siege of 
Sebastopol,’* which for the last eleven months might have been 
stereotyped, but it is not clear what is to be put in its place, for 
the enemy, having abandoned the south side, seem prepared to 
defend the north side, and to erect there another monument of 
engineering skill, and to leave memorials of their dogged reso*- 
lution. The wonder of all visitors to the ruins of Sebastopol if- 
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divided — ^they are astonislied at the strength of the works, and 
that they were ever taken ; they are amazed that men could 
have defended them so long with sucli ruin around them. 
These feelings ai’e apparently in opposition to each other, but a 
glance at the place would explain the apparent contradiction. It 
is clear, in the first place, that the fire of our artillery was 
'Searching out every nook and comer in the town, and that it 
would have soon become utterly impossible fev the Itussians to 
keep any body of men to defend their long line of parapet and 
battery without such murderous loss as would speedily anni- 
hilate an army. Their enormous bomb-proofs, large and 
numerous as they were, could not hold the requisite force to 
resist a general concerted attack made all along the line with 
rapidity and without previous warning. On the other hand, tho 
fitrengUi of the works themselves is prodigious. One liears our 
on^neers feebly saying, " They are badly traced,** and that kind 
of thing, but it is quite evident that the Bussian, who is no 
match for the allies in the open field, has been enabled to sus- 
tain the most tremendous bombardments ever known and a 
siege of eleven months, that he was rendered capable of repuls- 
ing one general assault, and that a subsequent attack upon him 
at four points was only successful at one, which fortunately 
happened to be tho key of his position, and the inference is that 
his engineers were of consummate ability, and furnished him 
with artificial strength that made him equal to our best efforts. 
The details of the French attack will no doubt have been made 
public before this letter reaches you. It is sufficient to say that 
of the three or four points attacked — ^the Little Bcdan and the 
Malakhoff on tlic right, and the Bastion Ccntralo and the re- 
entering aqgle of the Flagstaii* Work on the left — but one was 
carried, and that was a closed work. The Groat Bedan, the 
Little Bedan, and the lin, of defence on the left were not taken, 
although the attaok was resolute and tho contest obstinate and 
bloody for both assailants and defenders. Whether we ought 
to have attacked the Great or Little Bedan, or to have touclicd 
the at all, is another question, which is ventilated by many, 
but which it is not fin* me to decide. It is certain that the 
«nemy knew his weakness, and was too good a strategist to 
defend a position of which wo held the key. Sebastopol in 
flames, his ships sunk, told the story next morning, and some 
10,000 French and English soldiers were its commentators. 
Could we have done so, it would have been well for tho English 
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to claim the honour of joining in the assault on the Malakhoff, 
the tower of which wo had beaten into ruins^ and abstain from 
attacking the Kedan, which could offer a desperate, and as 
events proved, a successful resistance, till the works around the 
Malakhoff were taken. 

The surprise throughout the camp on Sunday morning was 
beyond description when the news spread that Sebastopol was 
on lire, and that the enemy were retreating. The tremendous 
explosions, which shook the very gi'ound like so many earth- 
quakes, failed to disturb many of our wearied soldiers. When 
1 rose before daybreak, and got up to Cathcart's-hill, there were 
not many olEcers standing on that favourite spot; and the 
sleepers who had lain down to rest, doubtful of the complete 
success of the French, and certain of our own friiluro, little 
dreamt that Sebastopol was ours. All was ready for a renewed 
assault on the Kedan, but tlie llussians having kept up a brisk 
hre from the rifle-pits and embrasures to the last moment, and 
having adopted the same plan along their lines, so as to blind 
our eyes and engage our attention, abandoned it, as is supposed, 
about twelve o’clock, and, the silence having attracted the atten- 
tion of our men, some volunteers crept up and looked through 
an embrasure, and found the place deserted by all, save the dead 
dnd dying. Soon afterwards, wandering fires gleamed through 
the streets and outskirts of the town — point after point became 
alight — the flames shone out of the windows of the houses— 
rows of mansions caUght and burned up, and, before daybreak, 
the town of Sebastopol — that fine and stately mistress of the 
Euxine, on whicli we had so often turned a longing eye, — ^^vas 
on fire from the sea to tho Dockyard Creek. Fort Alexander 
was blown up with a stupendous crash, that made the very earth 
reel, early in the night. At sunrise four large explosions on 
the left followed in quick succession, and announced tho destruc- 
tion of the Quarantine Fort, and of the magazines of the bat- 
teries of the Central Bastion and Flagstaff Fort, In a moment 
afterwards the proper left of the Bedan was the scene of a veiy 
heavy explosion, which must have destroyed a number of 
wounded men on both sides. Fortunately, tlie soldiers who had 
entered it early in the night were withdrawn. The Flagstaff 
and Garden Batteries blew up, one after another, at 4*45. At 
5*30 there were two of the largest and grandest explosions on 
the left that ever shook the eaxth — ^most probably from Fort 
Alexander and the Grand Magazine. The rush of black smokc^ 
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grey and white vapour, masses of stone, beams of timber, and 
masonry into the air was appalling, and then followed the roar 
of a great bombardment ; it was a magazine of shells blown up 
into the air, and exploding like some gigantic pyrotechnic dis- 
play in the sky — innumerable flashes of fire twittering high up 
In the column of dark smoke over the town, and then changing 
rapidly into as many balls of white smoke like little clouds. All 
this time the Bussians were marching with sullen tramp across 
the bridge, and boats were busy carrying off matiriel from the 
town, or bearing men to the south side, to complete the work of 
destruction, and renew the fires di hidden mines, or light up 
untouclied houses. Of the fleet all that remained visible were 
the eight steamers and the masts of the sunken line-of-battle 
ships. As soon as it was dawn the French began to steal from 
their trenches into the burning town, undismayed by the flames, 
by the terrors, of these explosions, by the fire of a lurking 
enemy, or by the fire of their own guns, which kept on slowly 
discharging cannon shot and grape into the suburbs at regular 
intervals, possibly with the very object of deterring stragglers 
from risking their lives. But red breeches and blue breeches, 
tepi and Zouave fez, could soon bo distinguished amid the 
flames, moving from house to house. Before five o’clock there 
were numbers of men coming hack with plunder, such as it 
and Eussian relics were offered for sale in camp before the 
Bussian battalions had marched out of the city. The sailors, 
too, were not behindhand in looking for loot,” and Jack could 
he seen staggering under chairs, tables, and lumbering old pic- 
tures, through ^evory street, and making his way back to the 
trenches with vast accumulations of worthlessness. Several 
men lost their lives by explosions on this and the following 
day. At 7T0 small detonations of shells and powder maga- 
zines took place in the town behind the Bednn, and on the 
left of the Dockyard Creek. At 7*12 immense clouds of 
black smoke rose from behind Fort Paul, probably from a 
steamer, which we found burning in the dockyai'd. The 
Bussian columns, which had been defiling in a continuous 
stream across the bridge, now became broken into small bodies, 
or went over in intermittent masses, unscathed by the shot and 
shell which plunged into the water close beside them. At 7*45, 
the last dense column marched past, and soon aftenvards* tho 
bridge was pulled asunder, and the pieces were all floated across 
to the north side at 8*7. The boats did not cease pulling hack- 
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ward and forward all the time, and the steamers were exceed- 
ingly busy long after the garrison moved. At nine there were 
many explosions in the town amid the burning ruins, and the 
battlements of Fort Nicholas appeared in flames. Still there 
was no explosion there nor in Fort Paul. As the rush from 
camp now became very great, and every one sought to visit the 
MalakhofT and the Redan, which were filled with dead and dying 
men, a line of English cavalry was posted across the Iront from 
our extreme left to the French right. They were stationed in 
all the ravines and roads to the town and trenches, with orders 
to keep back all pen-sons except the Generals and Staff, and officers 
and men on duty, and to stop all our men returning with plunder 
from the town, and to lake it ftom them. As they did not stop 
the French, or Turks, or Sardinians, this order gave rise to a 
good deal of grumhling, particularly when a man after lugging 
a h(?avy chair scvcivil miles, or a tjihle, or some such article, 
was deprived of it by our sentries. The French in one instance 
complained that our Dragoons let English soldiers pass with 
Russian muskets and \vould not permit the French to carry off 
these tropin'es, hut there was not any foundation for the com- 
plaint. Tlicre was assuredly no jealousy on one side or the 
other. Ir .so happened that as the remnants of the French 
regiments engaged on the left against the Malakhoff and Little 
Redan marched to their tent,s this morning, our Second Bivision 
was drawn up on tlie parade-ground in front of their camp, and 
the French had to i)ass their lines. The instant the leading 
regiment of Zouav» e fame up to the spot where our first re^- 
raent was placed, the men, with one spontaneous burst, rent the 
jur with an English cheer. The Fftjnch officers drew their 
swords, their men dressed up and marched past as if at a 
review, while regiment after regiment of the Second Division 
caught up the cry, and at last our men presented arms to 
their hrav(5 comrades of ,Fnmce, the officers on both sides 
saluted with their swords, and this continued till the last man 
had marched by. Mingled with the plunderers from the front 
were many wounded men. The ambulances never cca.scd, now 
moving heavily and slowly with their burdens, again rattling at 
a trot to the front for a fresh cargo, and the ground bet\veen the 
trenches and tlu! camp w-as studded with carolets or mule litters. 
Already the funeral parties had commenced their labours. Tho 
Russians all this timewere swarming on the north side, and evipced 
the liveliest interest in the progress of the explosions and con- 
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flagraiioDS. They took up ground in their old camps, and 
swarmed all over the face of the hills behind the northern forts. 
Their steamers cast anchor, or were moored close to the shore 
among the creeks, on the north side, near Fort Catherine. By 
degrees the Generals, French and English, and the staff officers, 
edged down upon the town, but Fort Paul had not yet gone up, 
and Fort Nicholas was burning, and our engineers declared the 
place would be unsafe for forty-eight boms. Moving down, 
however, on the right flank of our cavalry pickets, a small party 
of us managed to turn them cleverly, and to get but among the 
French works between the Mamelon and Malakhoff. The 
ground is here literally paved with shot and shell, and the surface 
is deeply honeycombed by the explosions of the bombs at every 
square yard. The road was crowded with Frenchmen, returning 
with paltry plunder from Sebastopol, and with files of Kussian 
prisoners, many of them wounded, «nd all dejected, with the 
exception of a fine little boy, in a Cossack’s cap and a tiny 
uniform greatcoat, who seemed rather pleased with his kind 
captors. There was also one stout Eussian soldier, who had 
evidently been indulging in the popularly credited sources of 
Dutch courage, and who danced all the way into the camp 
with a Zouave. There were ghastly sights on the way, too, — 
Bussians who had died, or were dying as they lay, brought 
so fof tq^Wards the hospitals &om the fatal Malakhoff. Passing 
through a maze of trenches, of gabionnades, and of zigzags 
and parallels, by which the French had worked their sure 
and deadly way close to the heart of tlio Eussian defence, 
and treading gently among the heaps of dead, where the ground 
bears full tokens of the bloody fray, we come at last to the head 
of the French sap. It is barely ten yards from that to the base 
of the huge sloping mound of earth which rises full twenty 
feet in height above the level, and shows in every direction the 
grinning muzzles of its gr 's. The tricolor waves placidly from 
its highest point, and already the Fi^ench are busy constructing 
a semaphore on the top. Step briskly out of the sap — avoid 
those poor mangled heroes who are lying all round, and come 
on. There is a deep ditch at your feet, some twenty or twenty- 
two feet deep, and ten feet broad. See, here is the place where 
the French crossed-^here is their bridge of planks, and here they 
swarmed in upon the unsuspecting defenders of the Malakhoff. 
They had not ten yards to go. We had two hundred, and were 
then out of breath. Were not planks better than scaling-ladders P 
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See how easily the French crossed. Ton observe on your right 
hand, as you issue from ihe head of the French trench, a line of 
gabions on the ground running up to this bridge. That is a 
dying sap, which the French made the instant they got out of 
the trench into the Malakhoif, so that they were enabled to pour 
a continuous stream of men into the works, witli comparative 
safety from the flank fire of the enemy. In the same way th^ 
at once dug a trench across the work inside, to see if there were 
any galvanic wires to fire mines. Mount the parapet and 
descend — of what amazing thickness are these embrasures! 
From the level of the ground inside to the top of the parapet 
cannot bo less than eighteen feet. There are eight rows of 
gabions piled one above the other, and as eadi row recedes 
towards the top it leaves in the ledge below an excellent 
hanquette for the defenders. Inside the sight is too terrible to 
dwell upon. , The French are carrying away their own and 
the Russian wounded, and there are four distinct piles of dead 
formed to clear the way. The ground is marked 1^ pools of 
blood, and the smell is already noisome ; swarms of flies settle 
on dead and dying ; broken muskets, tom clothes, caps, shakos, 
swords, bayonets, bags of bread, canteens, and haversacks, are 
lying in indescribable confusion all over the place, mingled with 
lieaps of shot, of grape, bits of shell, cartridges, case and canister, 
loose powder, official papers, and cooking tins. The traverses 
are so high and deep that it is almost impossible to get a view 
of the whole of the Malakhoff from any one spot, and there is a 
high mound of earth in the middle of the work, either intended 
as a kind of shell proof, or the remains of the old White Tower. 
Tlie guns, which to the number of sixty were found in the 
work, are all ships' guns, and mounted on ships' carriages, and 
worked in the same way as ships' guns. There are a few old- 
fuNhioned, oddly-shaped mortars. Look around ^e work, and 
you will see that the strength of the Russian was his weakness 
— lie fell into his own bomb-proofs. In the parapet of tlie work 
may bo observed several entrances — very narrow outside, but 
descending and enlarging downwards, and opening into rooms 
some four or five feet high, and eight or ten square. These 
are only lighted imm the uij||side by day, and must have been 
pitch dark at night, unless the men were allowed lanterns. 
Here the garrison retired when exposed to a heavy bombard- 
ment. The odour of these narrow chambers is villanous, and 
the air reeks with blood and abominations unutterable. Thera 
n2 



180 


THE INTEBIOB OF 8EBASTOFOL. 


are several of these places, and they might bid defiance to the 
heaviest mortars in the world: over the roof is a layer of 
ships* masts, cut into junks, and deposited carefully ; then 
there is over them a solid layer of earth, and above that 
A layer of gabions, and above that a pile of earth again. 
In one of these dungeons, which is excavated in the 
solid rock, and was probably underneath the old White Tower, 
the officer commanding seems to have lived. It must have 
been a dreary residence. The iloor and the entrance were lit- 
tered a foot deep with reports, returns, and perhaps despatches 
Assuring the Czar that the place had sustained no damage. The 
garrison were in these narrow chambers enjoying their siesta, 
which they invariably take at twelve o'clock, when the French 
burst in on them like a torrent, and, as it were, drowned them 
in their holes. The Malakhoif is a closed work; it is only open 
at the rear to the town, and the French having once got in, 
threw open a passage to their own rear, and closed up the front 
and the lateral communications with the curtains leading to the 
Great Ecdan and to the Little Ecdan. Thus they were enabled 
to pour in their supports, in order and without loss, in a con- 
tinued stream, and to resist the efforts of the Eussians, which 
were desperate and repeated, to retake the place. They j^rought 
up their field-guns at once, and swept the Russian reserves and* 
supports, while Strange’s batteries from the Quarries carried 
death through their ranks in every quarter of the Karabelnaia. 
With the Malakhoif the enemy lost Sebastopol. The ditch 
outside, towards the north, was yet full of French and Russians 
piled over each other in horrid confusion. On the right, towards 
tlie Little Redan, the ground was literally strewn with bodies 
as thick as they could lie, and in the ditch they were piled over 
each other. Here the French, victorious in the Malakhoif, met 
with a heavy loss and a series of severe repulses. The Russians 
lay inside the work in heaps like carcases in a butcher’s cart, 
and the wounds, the blood — ^the sight, exceeded all 1 had 
hitherto witnessed. Descending from the Malakhoif, we cornu 
upon a suburb of ruined houses open to the sea — ^it is filled with 
dead. The Russians have erept away into holes and comers in 
every house, to die hxe poisono^rats ; artillery horses, with 
their entrails torn open by shot, are stretched all over the space 
at the back of the Malakhoif, marking the place where the 
Russians moved up their last column to retake it under the 
cover of a heavy field battery. Every house, the church, some 



HOBBOBS OF WAB. 


18 E 


public buildings,' sentry-boxes, all alike are broken and riddled 
by cannon and mortar. Turning to the left, we proceed by a 
very tall snow-white wall of great length to the dockyard gate- 
way. This wall is pierced and broken through and through 
with cannon. Inside are the docks, which, naval men say, are 
unequalled in the world. The steamer is blazing merrily in 
cue of them. Gates and store sides are splintered and pierced 
by shot. There are the stately dockyard buildings oil the 
right, which used to look so clean and white and spruce. Parts 
of them are knocked to atoms, and hang together in such shreds 
and patches that it is only wonderful they cohere. The soft 
white stone of which they and the walls are made is readily 
knocked to pieces by a cannon-shot. Fort Paul is untouched. 
There it stands, as if ftowning defiance at its impending fate, 
right before us, and warning voices bid all people to retire, and 
even the most benevolent retreat from the hospital, which is in 
one of these buildings, where they are tending the miserable 
wounded. I visited it next day. * 

Of all the pictures of the horrors of war which have ever 
been presented to the world, the hospital of Sebastopol pre- 
sents the most horrible, heart-rending, and revolting. It cannot 
be described, and the imagination of a Fuseli could not conceive 
anything at all like unto it. How the poor human bod^ can 
bo mutilated and yet hold its soul within it when every limb ia 
shattered, and every vein and artery is pouring out the life- 
stream, one might study here at every step, and at the same 
time wonder how little will kill! The building used as an 
hospital is one of the noble piles inside the dockyard wall, and 
is situated in the centre of the row at right angles to the 
line of the Bedan. The whole row was peculiarly exposed to 
the action of shot and shell bounding over the Bedan, and to 
the missiles directed at the 'Barrack Battery, and it bears in 
sides, roof, windows, and doors, frequent and distinctive proofs 
of the severity of the cannonade. Entering one of these doors, 

1 beheld such a sight as few men, thank God, have ever wit- 
nessed! In a long low room, supported by square pillars, • 
arched at the top, and dimly lighted tlirough shattered and 
unglazed window-frames, lay the wounded Bussians, who had 
been abandoned to our mercies by their Gene^. The wounded, 
did I say P No, but tho dead — the rotten and festering corpsea 
of the soldiers, who were left to die in their extreme agony,* 
^tended, uncared for, packed as close as they could be stowed. 
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some on the floor, others on wretched trestles and bedsteads, 
or pallets of straw, sopped and saturated with blood, which 
ooz^ and trickled through upon the floor, mingling with the 
droppings of corruption. With the roar of exploding fortresses 
in their ears, with shells and shot pouring through the roof and 
sides of the rooms in which they lay, with the crackling and 
hissing of fire around them, these poor fellows who had served 
their loving friend and master the Czar but too well, were 
consigned to their terrible fate. Many might have been saved 
by ordinary care. MaOy lay, jet alive, with maggots crawling 
about in their wounds. Many, nearly mad by the scene around 
them, or seeking escape from it in their extremest agon}*^, had 
rolled away under the beds, iind glared out on the heart-stricken 
spectator — oh ! with such looks ! Many with legs and arms 
broken and twisted, the jagged splinters sticking through tho 
raw flesh, implored aid, water, food, or pity, or, deprived of 
speech by the approach of death, or by dreadihl injuri^ in tho 
head or trunk, pointed to the lethal spot. Many seemed bent 
alone on making their peace with Heaven. The attitudes of 
some were so hideously fantastic as to appal and root one to tho 
ground by a sort of dreadful fascination. Could that bloody 
mass of clothing and white bones ever have been a human 
being, or that burnt black mass of flesh have ever had a human 
soul ? It was fearful to think what the answer must be. The 
bodies of numbers of men were swollen and bloated to an in- 
credible degree, and tho features distended to a gigantic size, 
with eyes protruding from the sockets, and the blackened tongue 
lolling out of the mouth, compressed tightly by the teeth, which 
set upon it in the death-rattle, ma^e one shudder and reel 
round. In the midst of one of these “ chambers of horrors 
fioT there were many of them — ^were found some dead and somo 
living English soldiers, and among them poor Captain Vaughan, 
of the .90ih, who has since died of his wounds. I confess it 
was impossible for me to stand the sight, which horrified our 
most exparienoed surgeons; the deadly, clammy stench, the 
smell of gangrened wounds, of corrupted blood, of rotting flesh, 
were intolerable and odious bl^ond endurance. But what must 
have the wounded felt, who were obliged to endure all this, and 
who passed away without a hand to give them a cup of water, 
or a voice to say one kindly word to them P Most of these men 
were wounded on Saturday — many, perhaps, on the Friday be- 
fore — indeed, it is impossible to say how long they might 
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been there. In the hurry of their retreat, the Muscovites seem 
to have carried in dead men to get them out of the ^ay, and to 
have put them upon pallets in horrid mockery. 8o that their 
retreat was secured, the enemy cared but little for their wounded. 
On Monday only did they receive those whom we sent out to 
them during a brief armistice for the purpose, which was, I believe, 
sought by ourselves, os our ovcr*crowded hospitals could not con- 
tain, and our over-worked surgeons could not attend to any more. 

The Great Redan was n^xt visited. Such a scene of wreck 
and ruin! — all the. houses behind it a mass of broken stones^ 
a clock turret, with a shot right through the clock ; a pagoda 
in ruins ; another clock -tower with all the clock dcstioyed save 
the dial, with the words, ** Barwise, London,” thereon ; cook- 
houses, where human blood was running among the utensils^ hi 
one place a ^ell had lodged in the boiler, and blown it and its 
contents, and probably its attendants, to pieces. Everywhere 
wreck and destruction. This evidently was a beau quartz^ 
once. The oldest inhabitant could not recognise it now. 
Climbing up to the Redan, which was fearfully cumbered with 
the dead, we witnessed the scene of the desperate attack and 
defence, which cost both* sides so much blood. The ditch out- 
side made one sick — ^it was piled up with English dead, some 
of them scorched and blackened by the explosion, and others 
lacerated beyond recognition. The quantity of broken gabions 
and gun-carriages here was extraonlinary ; the ground was 
covered with them. The bomb-proofs were the same as iii the 
Malakhoff, and in bno of them a music-book was found, with a 
woman’s name in it, and a canary bird and vase of dowers were 
outside the entrance. 

THURSDAT, 

As the Russian steamers were still intact, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the French battery at the head' of the roads 
near Jnkermann to touch them, it was resolved to construct a 
battery on the ruins of Fort Paul, within 700 yards of the 
northern shore, under which they had taken refuge. ' The 
steamers lay in tliree irregular lines to the eastwa^ of Fort 
Catherine, where the deep creeks in the high cliffs gave them 
some sort of shelter against^the fire of the French. There they 
were agents of muoh mischief and injury to the allies from the 
battle of Inkermann down to this time. There was the famous 
“ Vladimir,” with her two large funnels and elegant clipper hull ; 
the Elboeu^’* the steamer which madp the celebrated dash iuta 
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.the Black Sea through all our fleet last year, and burnt some 
Turkish vessels near Heraclea, just as the ** Vladimir’* was seen 
in Odessa harbour in the month of J uly, 1851 ; there was the 
“ Gromonossetz,’* which had caused such an annoyance from the 
Dockyard Creek ; and there were five others with hard, and to 
me unknown names, as calmly floating on the water as though 
no eager eyes were watching from every battery to lay a gun upon 
them. A number of very capacious dockyai^ lumps and rowboats 
were also secured in these creeks or bung on by the steamers. 

In the course of the afternoon o^the 11th (Tuesday) some of 
the Russian guns in the ruined battery below the Redan were 
turned on those steamers, and in a few rounds, not more than 
twelve, I think, succeeded in hulling them eight times. The 
range was, however, rather long, and it became expedient to 
move a little nearer, in order to afford them the full advantage 
of our shot and shell. On Tuesday evening, when Lieutenant 
Gough, of the “ London,** who commanded in the Naval Bat- 
teries on the left attack, came down with liis men, he was 
ordered to take his relief over to the right attack, and^to 
accompany Lieutenant Anderson, R.E., down to the town, in 
order to erect a battery for two ninefy-five cwt. guns on the 
right of St. Paul’s Battery. The site of this battery was about 
700 yards from Fort Catherine, on the opposite side. The men, 
although deprived of the quiet night and undisturbed repose 
they anticipated, set to work with a n^ll, and began throwing 
up the parapet, and filling gabions, and, as it was possible that 
some interruption of the work might take placo from the other 
side, a oovering party of 120 men was ordered down from the 
trenches. There were French sentries in charge of this portion 
of the place, and the little party found that their allies were on 
the qui vvoe, and were keeping a sharp look-out on all sides. 
The men had been working Bhme time, when it was observed 
that one of the enemy’s steamers had left the north side, and 
was slowly and noiselessly dropping down on the very spot 
where the sailors and the covering party were at their lahburs. 
The night was dark, but they could cloarly make out the 
steamer edging down upon them, and coming closer and closer. 
Every moment they expected her guns to open on them with grape 
and canister. The men therefore laydown upon their faces, and 
kept as near to the gcouud as they could, and the steamer camo' 
over gently till she was within about 100 yards of the very spot 
where they had been working. They heard her anchor splash 
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into the water, and then the rattle of her cable as it ran throiigli 
the hawsehele. Now, certainly, they were “ going to catch it 
but, no, the Eussian opened no port and showed no light, but 
seemed to be making liimself comfortable in his new quarters. 
Captain Yilliers, of the 47th, who commanded the covering 
party, ordered his men to observe tlio utmost silence, and the 
same injunction was given to the seamen. About 2*30 in the 
morning, when she had been an hour or so in her novel berth, a 
broad light was perceived in her fore hatchway. The leading 
steamer on the opposite side in a second afterwards exhibited 
gleams of equal brightness, and then one ! two ! three ! four ! 
five ! — ^as though from signal guns, the remaining steamers, with 
one exception, emitted jets of fire from their bows. The jets 
soon became columns of flame and smoke — the wind blew fresh 
and strong, and the night was dark, so that the fire spread with 
rapidity along the vessels, and soon lighted up the whole of the 
northern heavens. The masts were speedily licked and warmed 
into a fiery glow, and the rigging burst out into fitful wavering 
lines of light struggling with the wind for life ; the yards shed 
lambent showers of spai'ks and burning splinters upon the water. 
The. northern works could be readily traced by the light of the 
conflagration, and the faces o^gthe Russian soldiers and sailors 
who were scattered about on the face of the clifi* shone out now 
and then and justified Rembrandt. The work of destruction 
sped rapidly. The vessels were soon nothing but huge arks of 
blinding light, which hissed and crackled fiercely, and threw up 
clouds of sparks and embers, and the guns, as they became hot» 
exploded, and shook the crazy hull to atoms. One after another 
tliey went down into the seething waters. The cavalry out on 
tlie plains wondered what great conflagration had broken » oiit 
anew in the town. At daybreak, only one steamer remained. A 
boot pushed alongside her from the shore. They boarded her, 
and, after remaining below about ten minutes, returned to 
their boat and regained the shore. Yery.speedDy the vessel 
began to be seized with a sort of internal convullipn — first she 
dipped her bows, then her stem, then gave a few uneasy shakes, 
and at length, after a short shiver, went down bodily, cleverly 
scuttled. Thus was Sinope avenged. * Of the men who planned, 
the sailors who executed, and the ships whkdi were en^^ged on 
that, memorable expedition, scarcely one trace ^now remams, 
KornilofT, Nachimoff, Istomine, and thi^ir crews have disappeared : 
their vessels now rest at the lK>ttom of the roadstead of Sebas- 
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topol. The Hua^ians prefer being agents of their own destruction, 
and do not give the conqueror a chance of parading'the fruits of 
his victory. We cannot delight the good people of Plymouth or 
Portsmouth by the sight of Bussian liners and steamers. We 
can only drive the enemy to the option of destroying or of doing 
the work for him, and he invariably prefers the former. 

The Bussians are fortifying theiu.^plves on the north side. 
The French are gone towards Baidar. 

Our Nkval Brigade, after long, brilliant, and ill-requitcd 
services, is to be broken up at once. 

Frxdat, 14. * 

It is just one year this day since we landed at Kalamita Bay. 
In that time we have stormed the heights of the Alma, sustained 
the glorious disaster of Balaklava, fought the great fight of 
inkermann, swept the sea of Azoff and its seaboard, wasted 
Kertch, and seized upon Yenikale — have witnessed the battle of 
the Tchernaya — have opened seven bombardments upon Sebas- 
topol — have held in check every general and every soldier that 
Bussia could spare; and now, after the endurance of every ill 
that an enemy at home and abroad could inflict upon us — afler 
passing through the summer’s heat and winter’s frost — after 
being purged in the fire of sic^nips and death, repulse and dis- 
aster, and above all in the fiery glow of victory, the British 
standard floats over*Seba8topol. But our army is not the same. 
Physiologists tell us that we undergo perpetual change, and that 
not a bit of the John Smith of 1854 goes into the composition 
of the same respected individual in 1864, but we have managed 
to work up tens of hundreds of atoms in our British army 
between 1854 and 1855 ; and there are few indeed to be found in 
the present body corporate who landed in the Crimea a twelye- 
month ago. Some regiments have been thrice renewed, others 
have been changed twice over. ' The change is not for the better 

the old stuff was better than the new. 

The silence in camp is almost alarming ; were it not for a gun 
now and,.then^betwecn the town and the north side, and across 
the Tdu^aya, it would be appalling., There is an English- 
French Commission sitting in the town. Colonel Windham 
is Commandant of the British portion of it. The 3rd Buffs 
have received orders to occupy it, and the French garrison is 
strengthened. The enemy work all day at new batteries. The 
Guaids are to make the roads between Balaklava and the camp. 

The Army Works Corps, like all bodies of men who come 



FEMALE DOCTOR. 


187 


<mt from England to this climate, have suiTercd severely from 
disease and death ; and up to the present time not less than ' 
sixteen per cent, of the navvies and artificers have died from 
different forms of malady. One ship, which sailed some time 
ngo from home with a considerable number of them; has not 
yet reached l^laklava, though she is considerably beyond her 
time. The corps at present here does not exceed 640 men, and 
they are principally employed in trenching and repairing the 
railway, which is a vital and all-important work. Sir H. Jones 
made an application to Mr. Doyne to send a portion of his men 
into the trenches to assist in the siege approaches, but the latter 
very prudently urged on the General the necessity of getting 
the railway into proper order, and the bad economy of placing 
skilled labourers in a position which would certainly not con- 
duce to the satisfactory development of their capabilities, as no 
untrained and undisciplined men without arms or military 
habits and experience could be expected to pursue their work 
calmly and energetically with round shot and grape tearing 
through them, and shell bursting amid their ranks. At the 
same time, Mr. Doyne and the gentlemen employed as officers 
of the corps expressed their readiness to lead their men into the 
trenches, if the General of Engineers required them to do so. . 
The reasons urged against such a mode of emplojdng the corps 
prevailed, and they are now engaged in the more safe and 
peaceful works for which ^ey are peculiarly fitted. Locomotives 
and stationary engines have been applied for, and will speedily 
1)0 sent out to prepare the railway more adequately for its 
herculean task in the winter, and Mr. Doyne expects an aug- 
mentation of 500 men to the corps under his command. The 
sickness which harassed the first comers is now of a milder 
type, and diminishes daily in virulence. Many of the men have 
suffered from their own rectklessness in eating and drinking; 
hut it is also a fact that some 6f the steadiest and most sober 
men in the corps shared the fate of their imprudent and thought- 
less comrades. In the hour of their illness, these men, in 
common with many others, hava' found a kind and successful 
physician. Close to the railway, half-way between the Col do 
Balaklava and Kadikoi, Mrs. Seacole, formerly of Kingston and 
of several other parts of the world, such as Panama and Chagres, 
has pitched her abode — sea iron storehouse, with wooden sheds 
and outlying tributaries, and hex« elm doctors and cures aU 
maxmer of men with extraordinary su^ss. Bhe is always in 
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attendance near the battle-field to aid the wounded, and has 
* earned many a poor fellow’s blessings. 

The “ Diamond,” “ Wasp,” and “ Leander” go home at once. 

SATvnDAY, September 15, 10 a.m. 
No news. The Eussi'‘ns are still fortifying the north side. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

FIRST FRUITS OP VICTORY. 

The armies prepare to go into winter quarters — An armistice — The work of 
destruction by no means complete — Inaction — Crimean mud — Accumu- 
lation of stores — ^Anniversary of the landing of the Allies at Old Fort-^ 
Reduced strength of the Guards — The Highland brigade — First anni- 
versary of the battle of the Alma — Distribution of medals, clasps, and 
ribands — Alma dinners — Ceremonies In the French camp in honour of 
the event— (ikneral Felissier made a Marshal of France — Strange 
movements in the Russian camp— A large magazine described— Dis- 
appearance of the Russian Donnybrook Fair -r Absurd rumours — 
Russian line — A dead lock — Abundance of supplies in the Russian 
camp— A ilagof truce— French mortar practice — Pleasant diversion— 
Perplexing evolutions performed by the fleet — French breaching 
battery — Jlk)at expeditions during the night — ^A thunder-storm. 

Septesnher 18. 

Since last Saturday yeiy littlo has occurred, and the news may 
be biicfly stated. The Russians continue to strengthen their 
position on the north side, and to hang on their old points of 
occupation towards the ridges over Aitodor. The Naval Brigade 
has been broken up and sent on board ship. The French have 
moved large masses of the corps of the left siege army to the 
rear between Baidar and Tchorgoun. Our batteries have been 
disarmed. The roads to the camp are undergoing repair, and 
the Army Works Corps, assisted by soldiers, is engaged in the 
formation of a new road from Balaklava which will run parallel 
with the line of railway. Eveiything around us indicates an 
intention on the part of the chiefs of putting the army into 
winter quarters on the site of their present encampment, but 
there are signs equally unequivocal that a blow is to be struck at 
the enemy before the troops settle down to encounter the rigours 
of the winter. These signs, insignificant as th^ may appear 
when taken separately, in the aggregate are unmistakeable, unless 
our Generals merely desire to wile away the time in shanuning 
and in frightening the^^iemy with bugaboo expeditions, just as 
they are endeavouring to alarm ns by their extersive fortifica- 
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tioiis on the north side, or as they sought to intimidate us in 
former days by erecting street batteries, barricades, and internal 
lines of defence. In the first place, great activity prevails 
throughout the Land Transport Corps, several divisions of which 
have received orders to hold themselves in readiness for imme- 
diate service. Colonel McMurdo is busily engaged in ascertain- 
ing the actual capabilities of his corps, and has been required to 
furnish at head-quarters an accurate estimate of the amount of 
supplies of a certain character which he could convey, and of the 
number of mifles and horses fit for duty. 

Our Sappers and Miners are at work sinking deep mines, ly 
which they intend to blow in and destroy the unrivalled docks, 
that liave cost Eussia so much anxiety, money, and bloodshed, 
and, if it were not that they were intended to be, and have been, 
accessory to violence and slaughter, one would regret that such 
splendid memorials of human skill should be shattered to atoms; 
but the fleet of Sinope sailed thence, and in them it was repaired 
on its return, and these vessels were built, not to foster peace and 
co^imercc, but to smite and destroy them. Preparations for 
the destruction of these colossal works ore being made under 
the eyes of the enemy, who do not attempt to disturb tlie 
working parties by firing from the north side, although their 
guns have the range of the place at tolerable elevations. Nearer to 
them still, on the open quay, parties of our men are constantly 
engaged in burning old^ stores, clothing, boots, belts, shakos, 
bags, and such articles as the enemy left behind them, but the 
liuBsians appear not to care for these things. They are not 
to be always trusted, however, for if a knot of officers or horse- 
men collect together in one place they unexpectedly send a shell 
or shot among them, and now and then do a little mischief to 
the remains of their own town. They could sweep some of the 
chosen look-out places with grape, but it is believed they are 
waiting for a grand collection of Generals, Staff Officers, and 
Officers, to astonish them all with a broadside some fine day. 
Mr. Large, Paymaster, Bifle Brigade, was slightly wounded by 
a shell from the north side, and jiis horse was killed at the same 
time. 

The Ffench have erected a mortar battery behind Fort Nicholas, 
with which thpy shell the Bossian working parties. The latter 
fort affords ex^llent cover, though it is rather avoided, in con- 
sequence of a popular belief that it is extensively mined, and will 
go up some fine day with a crowd of Atinguished visitors. In 
spite of the flames it is intact, and does not in any way justify 
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the assertions of those travellers who maintained that the Hus* 
sian casemated forts would crumble to pieces, or would smother 
the Jammers with smoke. The casemates are open, with line airy 
galleries behind, and the whole building is most admirably and 
compactly built. Fort Alexander is likewise comparatively speak- 
ing but little injured, although the mines underneath exploded 
with a tremendous crash. The wallet of the fort are still erect. 
Fort Paul alone is in perfect ruins. 

There was an armistice for a few minutes on Tuesday to eifect 
an interchange of letters for the benefit of the prisoners, and to 
make inquiries respecting missing officers on both sides. The 
Bussian officer who conducted it, and who is supposed to have 
been the commander of the Vladimir, is said to have expressed 
the same opinion as the Russian Admiral did on Monday, the 
10th inst. — “ With this before us,** pointing to the ruins of 
Sebastopol, “peace is further off than ever.'* The Russians 
have very large parks of artillery on the north side of the har- 
bour ; and the piles of provisions, materiel, and coal which ara 
visible, show that they do not want the means of carrying on 
the war, as far as such things aro concerned. Many of the 
guns found here were cast at Carron ; this fact is evident from 
the words on their trunnion heads and breeches 

Early this week the anny w^as agitated by the universal report 
and the consequent belief that some grciat expedition would be 
undertaken forthwith before the troops settled down in their 
winter quarters. The French made a great demonstration 
towards Baidar and Aitodor,' which led to no result, with the 
exception of directing the attention of the enemy to the pass 
from the latter 2 )lace tojbhe plateau of the Belbek. At length 
all hope of active operations being commenced against the 
Russian lines from Bakshiserai to Sebastopol before the winter 
sets in has been abandoned ; but there is some reason to expect 
that the advantage offered by Eupatoria as a base for operations ^ 
will no longer be neglected, aud that the allies will act against 
the Russian rear from that point. It is said that Simpheropol 
is quite open, and that no field-works or redoubts have been 
erected for its protection. 

Every one pays a v.sit to Sebastopol. The fear of mines 
has subsided. All day wc walk about and watch the Russians. 
Now and then the soldiers blow themselves up impromptu in 
the magazines, but, gcncraliy speaking, few accidents have 
occurred. 
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It is not easy to destroy a city, and Titus must have had 
wonderful engineers if he really razed Jerusalem to the ground. 
Sebastopol, indeed, is in ruins ; it has been shattered in many 
places to splinters, as . it were, by the iron storm which for 
many long months has been driven by the fierce breath of gun- 
powder against it. The retreating enemy have not spared it, 
and the agency of fire and the shocks of great explosions have 
been added by them to the devastating effects of cannonade and 
bombardment, which smote down palaces, churches, storehouses, 
barracks, and stately buildings, as though tliey were built of 
cards. But a large portion o( Sebastopol remains, in spite of 
these terrible visitations, and although there is scarcely one 
house in the place which is uniiBured, or one square yard of 
ground which does not bear the traces of shot or shell, there 
is enough left to show that it really was a princely city,^and 
that no pains had been spared to render it the queen city of 
the Buxine. In the course of a year the finest place in the 
world would look neglected and dirty,* if no steps were taken to » 
keep the streets trim and orderly. The cessation of commerce 
would permit the grass to grow in the public ways, and it may 
readily be imagined that the inhabitants of a besieged city could 
find but little time to preservo the gardens and places of re- 
creation neat and kempt. Grass does, indeed, grow in tlie 
streets of Sebastopol, the gardens are overrun with weeds, and 
the vineyards at the back of the Redan bear grape of a very 
different nature irom that for which they once were famous. 
The walks are full of rank grass, and the borders of the paths 
arc trodden down by the soldiery. 

Wednesday, September 19. 

There has not been any further indication of an advance 
towards the Belbek — on the contrary, the French are with- 
drawing a portion of their force, and there is apparently a 
change of councils and of plans among the allied lexers. The 
enemy persist in casting up formidable earthworks on the north 
side, and we look on as we did from September 27 till October 
.17, 1854, and see them preparing their defences, with the sure 
conviction that we shall be able to carry them, or sap up to 
them, or take them in some way or other in a year or two. 
Meantime, the weather comes in with a word of its own, and 
says to our deliberating Generals, ** Stop ! as you have waited 
so long, I wont let you move now.** It began to rain to-day 
soon after twelve o’clock, and the castp speedily looked at 
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gloomy, black, and wretched as it usually does during the 
winter. The wind, with rare exceptions, accompanies these 
heavy falls of rain in the Crimea, and it blew to-day furiously. 
The ground was rapidly turned into the well-known Sebastopol 
paste, famous for its adliesive properties, never to be shalcen or 
rubbed olT by any amount of scrubbing ; washing is the only 
operation to which it succumbs, l^vory one who is obliged to 
walk forth is hobbling about on two lumps of earth, with large 
lateral extensions, which form under his feet, fasten to his shoes, 
and increase in bulk at every step. Now, it is quite impossible 
for field-pieces to be moved ui^icr these circumstances, nor, 
indeed, would it be an easy matter to marshal cavalry, nor 
could infantry make any great progress in marching. A 
light cart, drawn by a stout horse, wliich had only to carry 
two, empty portmanteaus and a cask of hcer, could not get 
up to the front from llalaklava to-day — a distance of six- 
and-a-half miles. This fact shows the necessity of making 
new roads, as well as the imperfections of those which already 
exist, or are believed to exist, till a heavy shower destroys 
all traces of them, and metamorphoses them into something 
like a sewer-course in the Thames at low water. The French 
military road, made for us by Vinoy’s Brigade from Kadikoi, 
past the Cavah’y Camp up to the Col, is in tolerably good 
order, and has been repaired by the Croats, Eupatorians, &c., 
but it still requires to be enlarged and mucli improved before it 
can meet the exigencies of our winter traffic. A large number 
of soldiers, not less, 1 should think, than 1500 in all, has 
been detached to make new roads and repair old ones in 
conjunction with the Army Works Corps. A hitch occurs now 
and then, which proves that army departments are not readily 
manage^ by most people. For example, a strong party of the 
Guards was marched down one day this week to work on tho 
roads, hut when they came to the appointed place there were no 
tools, no spades, shovels, pickaxes, or barrows, and so, alter 
waiting some hours, the men marched back again. The rail- 
way ia tile object of sedulous attention, and will, no doubt, be 
soett toured against the effects of winter, hut it must not bo 
^iq^eettd to do ten much. There is a very considerable 
accumulation of stores at the dep6t by the Col ; there are also 
large quantities of forage and of food stored up at some of the 
divisional dep6ts, and the commanding officers of a few regi- 
ments have stacked the* surplus wood, issued for rations of fuel^ 
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and have got up a tolerable good private stock for the winter, 
to meet any deficiencies in the rations during the col4 weather. 
During the dog-days the men had each about as much wood or 
coal issued to them as they would get at Christmas. One or 
two active Quartormasters-General of Division have laid or are 
laying down roads from their divisional commissariat dep6t up 
to the centre and front of their respective camps. In fact, there 
is some energy exliibited in preparing for the winter, and, if the 
huts only.arrivo in time, in the sailing ships in which they 
have been stowed, no' doubt winter will be disarm^ of much of 
its rigour and severity. Improved stoves are desirable— those 
sent last winter were vciy expensive, inasmuch as they did not 
last ; and it would be curious to inquire how many out of the 
whole quantity supplied were put back into store when summer 
came. Much of the warm clothing, many sheepskin coats, boots, 
&c. were irretrievably injured, and will not last long should they 
be re-issued this winter. Indeed, there is a little confusion in 
the store itself, and 1 know a case where some men of a certain 
regiment were sent down to get their old coats, and, after a 
great deal of confusion and of tumbling over bales of clothing,^ 
only one or two of them could be found. Captain Gordon, 
however, is most active and energetic, and his indefatigable 
efibrts to reduce this chaos into order begin to be attended 
with effect. 

It was on this day twelve months ago that the allied amyefa 
marched from Old Fort, and that the Ilussians drew first blood 
at Doulganak. What an eventful year has since elapsed, and 
how few have survived through all our sufferings and onr 
glories ! The old soldiers have disappeared ; in some regiments 
there are not moro than fifteen men, in others there are not so 
many, remaining out of those who moved in magnificent parade 
to their first bivouac. ^ Those whom the war has swallowed 
up have not been replaced by better men. Would we could 
say that they have been succeeded *by as good. The Light 
Division — those steady, noble soldiers of the Rifle Brigade ; the 
gallant Fusiliers ; the 19th, the 23rd, the 33rd, the 77th, the 
SSth — the men who drew the teeth of that terrible Russian 
battery on the bloody steeps of the Alms — ^how few of them 
are left to think and wonder at the failure in the Redan 1 Urn 
Second Division, old companions of the Light in hard fighting 
and in hard work, can Scarcely boast that they are what th^ 
once were. The Third Division, though . singularly freed from 
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active participation in any of the great battles or aangninary 
Btmgglee of the war has been heavily smitten by sickness, and 
has borne a large share of the exhausting and harassing duties 
of the trenches arid of the siege, and its old soldiers have been 
used up, as those of the other corps. The Fourth Division has 
earned for itself a high reputation. In the fierce contest of 
Inkermann it won imperishable laurels, which lew of the 
winners are left to wear. As to the Guards — those majestic 
' battalions, which secured the fluttering wings of victory on the 
Alma, and with stubborn front withstood the surge of Muscovite 
infantiy which rolled up the ravines of Inkermann — disease and 
battle have done their work but too surely, notwithstanding the 
respite from the trenches during our wintry spring-time, which 
was allowed perforce to their rapidly vanishing columns. Every 
one feels assured that if the attack on the Redan had been 
renewed the following morning, the Highlanders and the Third 
Division *muat have succeeded, if supported properly by the 
Guards and the Fourth Division ; and that assurance does not 
throw the shadow of a shade on the brilliant reputation of the 
Idght Division and the Second Division, but simply rests on tlie 
&ct that, with the exception of the Guards (in which, however, 
there is more careful recruiting than in other regiments), and of 
some regiments of the Fourth Division, which were engaged at 
Inkermann, these battalions have not undergone the hard work 
and cemstant labours of the Light and Second Divisions, which 
have, indeed, been put to everything” since the beginning of 
the war. One of the Highland regiments was sickly, and lost 
many men in the winter, but the Brigade has had almost 
nothdug to do except guard the lines at Balaklava since the 
hatUe of the Alma ; and at that battle, owing to its position on 
the left, and fhe judicious way which Sir Colin Campbell 
moved them up the side of the hill, their loss was veiy insigni- 
The men would have been comparatively fresh; they 
vi|pl*have had no recollections of a previous repulse to damp 
tSir ardour; and— hut let us discuss the subject no further. 
At best it is but a discussion on probabilities, and no one can 
for^ that, on the eve of two unsuccessful assaults we were 
equally sanguine o£a favourable result for the morrow. 

,The march of the French cavalry and infantiy from Baidar 
to Eanuesch, where they will embark for Eupatoria, has been 
retarded by the rain. It is reported thft in their recent recon- 
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Tiais^ance, our allies ascertained that the positions of the Russians 
at Mangoup, Kaleh, and Aitodor were too strong to be forced. 

THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE ALMA. 

As many of the medals, clasps, and ribands as have been‘ 
issued to commanding officers were distributed to-day to the 
various regiments, and on an average there were aWut ten 
medals for each company: that, of course, excited dissatia- 
liiction. As to the riband, there is but one opinion, — that 
it is unbecoming and mesquin to a degree. Men differ as 
to the merits of the med^ but a large minority abuse it» * 
and the clasps are likened generally to the labels on public- , 
house wine bottles. The proceedings at the distribution were 
tame and spiritless. A regiment was drawn up, with the* 
commanding officer in front ; besMe him stood a sergeant with 
a big bag. “John Smith** waa called. “Here;** “Step 
foi'ward,*' and up came John Smith to the Colonel, who dipped 
his hand into the hag, took out a small parcel, and said, “ Joha 
Smith, you were at Alma, Balaklava, and Inkermanu P’* “ Yes.** 
The Colonel handed him the parcel, and John Smith retired to 
liis place in the ranks, carrying the said packet in his hand, 
which he opened at the “ dismiss ;** and this was all, so far as I 
could see, that was made out of a proceeding which could have 
been rendered in the highest degree interesting* and exciting to 
the soldier. The Light Division, 1 believe, paraded and received 
their medals and clasps from Lord W. Paulet m nuisse, witk 
some show of ceremony. Perhaps the John Smith alluded to 
never saw a shot fired except at the distance of several iBiles. 
He might have been on peaceful guard at Lord Raglan’s head- 
quarters on the 5th of November; yet he wears the clasp 
for inkermann. He might have been engaged in no more 
sanguinary work than that of killing oxen and sheep for 
the division in the commissariat slaughter-house, and y^ he 
will show on his breast “ Crimea” (of course), “ Alma,** “ Ta- 
kuya,** “Inkermann.” Our wretched sy^m of bestowing 
decorations on dasses, and sowing them broadcast over a whote 
army, deprives them* of mudi of their real value. What can a 
survivor of the Light Cavalry charge think of the . clasp 
“ Bsdaklava” when he sees whole divisions of infantry soldiers 



196 


FIRST FRUITS OP VICTORY. 


wearing the same on their hreasts ? The subject is too large to 
enter upon at present, but it is much discussed and canvassed/ 
not by those who receive their decorations without deseiYing 
them, but by the men who really were engaged in great battles 
from which the chances of war kept others away. 

This great anniversary was celebrated enthusiastically through- 
out the army. There were many “ Alma dinners’* in the regi- 
ments, among both officers and men, and music and song kept 
the camp awake till long after midnight. Many a memory of 
the dead was revived, many an old wound re-opened, at these 
festive meetings. 

The French also had their banquets and festivities. They had 
a grand ceremony early in the morning— a Missa Solennis for 
the repose of the dead. Indeed, they have had some splendid 
military spectacles lately, but one never hears of them in this 
•vast camp till his attention is aroused by the echoes of the 101 
guns with which they are broftght to a close. 

General Pelissier has been made a Marshal of France, and 
has received from Her Majesty the Grand. Cross of the 
Bath. Of the latter order he seems exceedingly proud, and 
he has on several occasions signed his name “ Pelissier, G.C.B.** 
General Simpson has not as yet received any decoration or 
honour from home, but the Emperor of the French has con- 
ferred on him the rare distinction of the Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour. 

The proceedings of the Russians during the day were in- 
scrutable. They were assuredly very busy in removing, by 
means of military waggons and store carts, quantities of pro- 
visions and stores from the large magazine by the water’s edge, 
which is nearly opposite to Fort Nicliolas, and conveying them 
over the ridge towards the Belbek. Yet, as if to demonstrate 
that* these movements are by no means indicative of an intention 
to leave, they are foiming a prodigious depot to the north-cast 
of Sebastopol, in the direction of the Belbek, and not far from 
a strong^arthwork deserving the name of a redoubt or fort. 
The pmVbf sacks and bags, stacked up in a pyramidal form, 
are pkiyiy discernible with the naked eye, but* it has not yet 
been ascertained that the carts which are employed in removing 
the stores from the north side unload at this new dep6t On 
the contrary, it seems as if carts from the interior came down 
from Simpheropol, and deposited stores at this locality, which 
must be somewhere in the neighbourhood of Kamischli. The 
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carts ii'om the north side, which are now apparently occupied 
iTi carrying away provi3ions, keep along the road past the 
citadel and along the top of the ridge near the sea, and when 
they descend that ridge they ai'e lost to sight, and do not 
reappear. If they were going to the new de]p6t they would 
keep far more to our right, and take the road which is nearly 
parallel to the northern side of the roadstead of Sebastopol, 
'riicse carts are to bo seen not only at the great storehouse 
bctw()cn h'ort Catherine and HoUandia, but at the citadel and 
at Fort Constantine, and it would seem as if they came empty 
and went away heavily laden. Their number is endless. They 
ai’e not creaking lumbering arabas drawn by oxen, but light 
well-appointed military carriages, driven by soldiers, and ex- 
cellently horsed, as is rendered quite apparent by the speed with 
which they travel when a rocket or a bomb from the south side 
is sent after them. The large magazine which the enemy seems 
most solicitous to empty, consists of a very spacious pile of 
buildings of dark grey stone, with small windows, and is not un- 
lilcc a prison or penitentimy. The sides form a square, but we 
cannot ascertain what the y ai’d in the centre contains. There is a 
quay before it, along which horses, carts, and men rush at full 
speed whenever the French take it into their heads to annoy them. 
One gateway opens on the quay, and there is another on each 
of the remaining sides of the quadrangle, with the exception 
of that on the north. The buildings are two stories high, and 
are roofed with tiles, which are already beginning to look much 
tattered under the attentions of the French shells.* Some dis- 
tance behind the storehouse are prodigious quantities of coal, 
piled to the height of a man or thereabouts, and intersected with 
walks, or passages, through which we can boo the soldiers going 
to and fro. The coals are arranged symmetrically in squares, 
and at one corner there is either a large weighing machine or a 
small crane. As yet the Russians have not touched these 
coals. Further away to the left the enemy have a small 
arsenal or store containing cannon and shot, with possibly 
in addition several thousand guns. Besides the main stream of 
carts there are always many ^vergent currents and small strings 
of vehicles proceeding between various stations on the north side 
and Mackenzie's Farm. They travel along diiBEerent paths 
through the brushwood, all of wluch oommynicate with the 
detached camps spread over the face of the slopes between 
Inkermann and the Belbok. The Russian Ponnybrook Fair 
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has disappeared; it had been gradually melting away since the 
8 th and 0 th of this months and now all that is left of it is a 
few tents and dismantled huts. On the hill-side near the 
citadel they had established a sutlers' camp, like our own at 
Kadikoi, but much more extensive, and this fair used to 
swarm with soldiers, 0111001*8, pedestrians, and cavaliers, — earts 
and arabas, and women and drochskies, from dawn till evening. 
The police of the place seemed to bo excellent, and, as it was out 
of the range of our shot and of anything but of some wonderfully 
erratic rockets, the scene was gay enough. Possibly the burnt- 
out shopkeepers of Sebastopol resorted to this spot and sought to 
establish a small commerce there. They certainly had custom 
enough; if the payment was equally liberal and sure, they 
could not complain much. Now our shells can almost reach 
this spot, and our rockets from below the Malakhoff command 
the fair from end to end, and so the Muscovs have abandoned 
it, that is to say, all excepting some hardy sutlers and a few 
cantiniers have retired to some spot better suited to the tranquil 
pursuits of commerce. 

The French have established mortars at the western angle 
of Foi^ Nicholas, whence they throw bombs at the magazines 
and at the working parties and convoys. Our indefatigable 
allies have also placed a rocket battery on the Xarabelnaia, on 
the slope of the Malakhoff, and these alarming but uncertain 
missiles fly far over the magazines and burst near the roads 
among the trains of carts, and kick up a dust in the graveyards. 
They have Uso constructed a mortar battery behind the aque- 
duct in the ravine at the back of the Malakhoff. 

The rumours of a move are dying gradually away, and the 
army has made up its mind to remain quietly in winter quarters. 
The preposterous on dit is that the Generals have sent home for 
instructions. To whom ? Can a campaign be played out, like 
a game of chess, by electriv telegraph P 

Squfember 21. 

l^s stillness^ which is almost startling after the mighty 
tumults which have -broken on qur ears for a long year, still 
continues. There is not % sound to break the silence in the 
camps except the boom '^f an occasional gun from Fort Constan- 
tino or the dull report of the French mortars. The fl^t — what 
good is it here, ijow that the Eussians have sunk and destroyed 
their ships, and j^at the Admirals tacitly admit that they ciinnot 
force a passage P — the fleet has even given up practising, and 



RUSSIAN TACTICS. 199 

. # 

the mortar-boats get steam up and let it off again, and thafc is 
all. At daybreak this morning I saw thi'ough the mist on the 
Macfienzic ridge a numerous line of watchfires, and later in the 
early light a strong column of the Eussian in£mtry was visible 
in bivouac to our right of the telegraph station and to the left 
of the Spur Battery, near the Mackenzie road. Part of these 
marched away again in the course of the day. The rest re- 
main in the same place and are busy hutting themselves, an 
operation which th^ perform with great sl^ and alacrity. 
They were encamped in a sort of cliapparell,*and th^ have 
already cleared a good bit of it and converted the branches into 
the sides and coverings of their huts. Their arms were piled 
when they first arrived at the bivouac, but three hours later the 
glistening barrels and bayonets had disappeared, having possibly 
been placed in some dry and secure place. The recent heavy 
rains will fill all the wells and swell the water-courses of this 
district, and it will no longer bo untenable by large bodies of 
men. Having secured their right flank by the very formidable 
earthworks and batteries which we are permitting the enemy 
even now to erect, in addition to their former defences and their 
regular forts, the Eussians will no doubt direct the bulk of their 
army to protect their centre festing on the Tchemaya and 
Mackenzie, and their left at Aitodor, and on the Upper Belbek 
to Bakshiserai. They seem prepared to hold this extensive 
line, and we appear at present by no means ready or willing to 
attack it. As the allies can scarcely spare men enough to 
send to. Ehpatoria, and thence to marck on Simpheropol, or 
to force the Eussian position on the Belbek by a moving corps to 
operate against them from the north, and as there is no 
apparent intention of attacking them from Inkermann or the 
Tchemaya, this dead lock may last longer than we think, and 
is likely enough dot to be relaxed this winter. ^ The quantity o£ 
stores removed by the Eussians from the north side to their new 
d<^6t shows that they are notin want of provisions, unless they 
take the trouble to carry dummy sacks and fill their carts with 
** make-believes.’* It may and must be difficult for them to 
feed their army, but, somehow or other, th^ do so. They left 
considerable quantities of food behind them in the cify ; large 
flocks and her^ (many of which, however, may be araba oxen) 
stud the plains near tiie citadel. The solffiers who fell into the 
hands of the Sardinians and French on the 16th of August carried 
abundance of bread and spirits, and we hear they had meat and 
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plenty of everything except water, when they came down to 
attack the allies. If matters come to the worst, the stcjjmach 
of the Mujik soldier is as well able to digest araha ox beef 
as the stomachs of the hungry Highlanders, who did not 
despise that veiy muscular /ibre ‘one day after our landing at 
Gallipoli; so that, altogether, I am not so very sanguine as 
to think the Russians wdll bo force d to abandon their position 
on the approach of winter. The country around them will supply 
abundance of wood for fuel, and they ora skilled in making 
comlbrtable and warm underground huts. The enemy, there- 
fore, will be as w'ell housed as the allies, supposing the latter 
succeed in getting up huts before the winter sets in. “ Leaving 
them alone *’ will never drive a Russian army out of the field ; 
the only thing to do. that is the French and English bayonet, 
and plenty of fighting. 

About noon to-day a flag of truce came in from the fleet, and 
was met near Fort Constantine by a Russian boat. The con- 
ference did not last very long, and its object has not yet tran- 
spired. The French mortars and guns were not silent while 
the flags were flying. Their mortar battery, which is protected 
by the walls of Fort Nicholas, keeps up a constant fire of bombs 
against the quadrangular storehouse. In addition to the fire which 
their shells caused inside yesterday, the French sent two bombs 
through the roof of the building to-day, and they are rapidly 
defacing its external walls. Their practice is very variable, 
owing probably to the imperfect manufacture of their shells, 
which are frequently of unequal weight, and are consequently 
of uncertain range. In the large shells there is sometimes 
a variation of 31b. or 41b. in weight and some which were 
lent to us were found to be almost useless on that ac- 
count. Their battery behind the Malakhoff is principally 
directed against the toads Fort Constantine and Fort 
Catherine. Three or four times in the day Fort Constantine 
gives a sullen reply to the allies, and the 12-gun battery at 
Inkermann throws odd shot at the French battery of the 
Malakhoff. The Russians, however, l6ok as if they intended to 
work steadily at their earthworks, and some fine day, no doubt, 
they will open with a roar of cannon in their old style, all along 
the waterside from Fort Constantine to Inkermann. Large con- 
voys passed in and out of the forts to-day, but with what they 
were laden could not be ascertained. Their coal dep6t is un- 
touclied and uudiminished. It was amusing to watch the cool- 
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ness of the fellows at work inside the large magazine to-day. 
Some of them stood in the doorway by the waterside to look out 
for the mortars. llom” goes one, and the thick white smoke 
Hies upwards in a circling pillar, marked here and there with 
whirling rings. “ T-wit ! twit ! twit !** the bomb whistles aloft, 
the sound becoming fainter and fainter as it leaves us, till it 
begins to grow on the ear of the gentlcmjin in grey, who is on 
the watch at the other side ; he pops in his head, and at his sum- 
mons, like rabbits, scuttling from a ferret-haunted warren, a 
swarm of his comrades appear just as the bomb, with a prodi- 
gious crash, and knocking up a cloud of tiles, timber, stones, and 
dirt, rushes through the roof, and bursts inside ; the fellows are 
down on their faces in a moment, and the bits fly over them, and 
strike the earth far inland, or dash the water of the harbour into 
foam. Then the llooskies" get up, and return placidly to their 
work inside till the next bomb comes dangerously near. If it 
does not fall inside the building, or is not likely to slip down on 
them through the roof, they never stir. When the French 
discovered the column of men near the telegraph this morning 
they opened upon it with round shot, and I saw* the earth 
tom up close to the men, but the Russians never turned 
round from their camp fires. They ai-e assuredly a stolid 
infantry, and, if they had 4lan and dash with their other unde- 
niably good qualities as soldiers, they would nob be second to 
the warriors of any nation in the world; and here 1 may 
observe that we might with much profit take a lesson ii’om 
our enemies in a matter which has a great influence on the mind 
of the private soldier. No man likes to fiail into the power of 
his enemies, or would willingly leave his sepulture in their hands, 
rude though he knows it must be when performed by his com- 
rades. The Muscovite Generals cannot be accused of any great 
regard for their killed and wounded, hut they have certainly 
much respect for 'the prejudices and feelings of their soldiers. 
Wo have over and over again been astonished at the wonderful 
way in which the dead and wounded disappeared after the repulse 
of a sortie in which there were probably 20Q of the enemy put h>rs 
de combai. Except the dead and wounded left in our trenches, 
none were ever to be seen after such contests when day. broke. 
A soldier of the 68th (M'Geevor), who was taken prisoner in a 
sortie some months ago, and who has since returned to his regi- 
ment after a long and (to others) interesting march in Russia, 
explains the mystery, such as it was. On the night alluded to 
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it could not be ascertained what the Eussian loss was, but it was 
certain that tlie firing had been very heavy, and the work very 
warm while it lasted. As this man was being carried to the 
rear after a stout resistance, he observed that there were hun- 
dreds of soldiers without weapons between the reserves and the 
column of sortie, and that these men were employed exclusively 
in removing the dead and wounded, who would otherwise have 
been left in the hands of the British. Tlie most extensive pro- 
vision wo make in such cases is sending one, or at most two, 
litters to a regiment, except when the ambulances go out for a 
pitched battle. Perhaps we do not calculate on leaving our 
ground, but the best general is always prepared for retreat as 
well as for victory, and if ever we should be placed in the same 
circumstances as fbe Eussians have been, it would be advisable 
to foUow their example. 

About one o’clock to-day the fleet began to perform a variety 
of evolutions which were quite enough to craze any landsm^iR 
who might wish to unravel them. Some ships went one way, 
some another; two or three steamers started off straight for Eupa- 
toria, others rushed at full speed for Kamicsch; the French floating 
battery made a feint of going in to attack tho forts, then stopped 
short and blew off steam. Sir Edmund Lyons weighed anchor and 
made a great number of signals. Much smoke caifle out of the 
funnels and steam out of the pipes; but after looking at the 
vessels twisting and twining and turning and circling for some 
time, and finding myself becoming utterly bewildered, 1 ceased 
to gaze seaward any longer. The affair ended, I believe, by the 
majority of the vessels sailing towards Cape Aiga. 

It is no harm to state that our ever-active allies tho French 
are constructing a breaching battery between Fort Nicholas and 
the ruins of Fort Alexander. This is intended to act against Fort 
Constantine, and will be placed such a position that tho enemy 
can only avail themselves vf three or four embrasures in reply. 
The statement can do no injury, because tho Eussians see tho 
French at worK on the battery, know its position, and for what it 
is intende^iM fire at the working parties from time to time. 
Besidesi,^^ ^ttery will be^^quite ready before this letter can 
reach .&^nd. The Em^ians have placed an enormous quantity 
of sand-bags and earth on the roof of Fort Constantine, and have 
made regular traverses and embrasures for the guns formerly 
mounted there cn hwrhette. Some , of the boats of the fleet 
crept in a night or two ago, got through the booms and marine 
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cJievaux defvise, and came right round to the Dockyard (Jreek. 
The Eussians also steal about the hai'bour at night in their row- 
boats and flats, ^umber of which are in the creeks and up the 
bend of the Soukhaya. 

Captain Chapman, of the 20th Eegimeiit, was buried to-day. 
For some time post he had been acting as 'Assistant Engineer 
under his distinguished relative. Colonel Chapm&n, B.E., and he 
had not long returned from sick-leave at Therapia, when he vras 
called upon to take his shai'c in the assault on the 8th, during 
which he was wounded in the knee ; of that wound the gallant 
and lamented officer died yesterday. 

September 22, 10 a.m. 

Tile fleet, which sailed and steamed round towards Balaklava 
yesterday, is now returning. Several of the vessels, which appear 
to bo full of troops, arc on their way towards Eupatoria, and 
others are passing by Fort Constantine, which has directed some 
shot and shell at the nearest. The 17th French Eegiment is on 
the mai'ch from Kamiesch towards Inkermann. Two fires were 
observed on the north side last night, and it is likely the Rus- 
sians ai*e consuming their old stores. 



204 


COMFORTABLE QUARTERS. 


CHAPTER. XX. 

Comfortable quarters. 

3Ianoeavres of the fleet— Consultation between the natal and military 
authorities at head-quarters — Streuprth and efllcicney of the Turks at 
Eupatoria — French, English, and Sardinian Cavalry— Necessity for 
immediate operations — Favourable prospects for an expedition— Im- 
patience of the sailors for active employment— Their disappoiiitnu nt 
in not taking part in the flnal assault upon 'Sebastopol — Result of the 
late cruise — Captain Sherard Osborne's hazardous feat— How the 
Russians obtain supplies — No sign of a Russian retreat— The Anglo- 
French Commission — The spoils of war — Number of guns and small 
arms — Principle pursued in dividing the spoils — General Windham's 
staff— Is the North side to be invested ? — Important works in course of 
erection — Balaklava strangely altered — Flour — ^Daily consumption of 
corn by the horses, mules, and ponies in the English army — The Duke 
of Newcastle in the Crimea— Huts— Healthy condition of the English 
troops — 3Iilitary education— Lack of excitement — Catbeart's Hill and 
its associations — The cemetery — Its memorials — Lieutenant Tyron's 
grave-stone — General Goldie's tomb— Inscriptions — General Strang- 
ways and Captain Edward Stanley's tombs— Sir GTeorge Cathcart's 
monument — ^Lieutenant-Colonel Seymour's tomb-stone— Monument to 
Sir John Campbell— Sir K. Newman's sarcophagus — Deaths of Colonel 
Gk)ugh and Lieutenant Kerr — Funeral processions — Invalids. 

Before Sebastopol, SepUnrJber 25. 

The fleet whicli sailed towards Balaklava on Friday tamed back 
and passed by Sebastopol, and proceeded tbence to Eupatoria on 
Saturday, returned to'Eamiescb on Sunday after an immense 
consumption of coal and production of black smoke, and with 
utter want of success so far as regards the supposed object of 
their curious manoeuvres, which is stated to have been to attract 
the attentibn of the enemy fros^ their present position to meet 
some imaginary demonstraron in their rear. ' 

Yester^y Sir Edmund Lyons and Admiral Stewart, with 
several post-captains, attended at head-quarters, and it is under- 
stood l^aflthey, in common with the whole fleet, arc most 
anxi^'^^'io do something’* ere the season is too far advanced 
for operations. At Eupatoria they found no less than 
31,000 Turkish infantry in a fine state of discipline, and in per- 
fc^^eadiness for any militaiy service. These soldiers were all 
reviewed and inspected on occasion, and officers of rank, 
English and French, were alike gratifed by the disciplined 
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alertness and efficiency of these neglected and almost useless 
infantry. It is di^cult to imagine that these Turks could not 
aid us materially in driving the enemy from Sebastopol if 
strengthened by an English division and two French divisions, 
which could be easily spared from this army at present. More- 
over, they might be aid^ by all our cavalry, which are now in very 
excellent condition, and arc, nevertheless, of no earthly service 
at Kadikoi or Baidar. Between French, English, and Sardinians 
we could send a force of at least 5500 sabres to the north side of 
the Alma, which certainly would have nothing to fear from any 
Bussian cavalry in the Crimea. Colonel McMurdo has collected 
more than 10,000 homes and mules for the service of the Land 
Transport Corps, and it would be very strange indeed if he could 
not spare enough of them to supply and carry food for an expe- 
ditionary column during a week or ten days, nor is there any 
reason why ho should not be able to aid the French intendance 
in the field, should they require our assistance. The allied 
fleet could embark and land the whole force in forty-eight 
hours, or, at all events, in sixty hours, at any points between 
Balaldava or Kamiesch and Eupatoria. All our gallant 
sailors, from the Admirals downwards, feel acutely the diffi- 
culties and ingloriousness of the position in which they 
have been placed. They had hoped, indeed, to co-operuto 
with the land forces in the attack on Sebastopol on the 
8th of September ; but the violent wind and high sea u^ich 
sprang up early on the morning of that day did not allow 
them to rsuse an anchor; indeed such a large fleet could not 
have been set in motion in the bad weather that prevailed, 
and directed against the narrow entrance of Sebastopol, without 
the certain^ of collision and the risk of fatal confusion. Orders 
were given the night before to have steam up early and to 
serve the dinners fbr the crews at eleven o'clock, and it wsw 
fondly hoped the men would have been . engaged soon after 
noon. They were destined, ^nowever, to be again spectators 
of the struggle. In the recent short cjruise to and from Eupa- 
toHa the fleet could not discern any traces of the Bussians 
north of the Alma. They could not make out a convoy, or 
even a single tent, all along the coast and the ai^acent country, 
which can be swept by the telescope for several miles inland. It 
would seem, indeed, as if the Bussians did not use the Perekop 
road to any great extent, or that their convoys made a detour 
towards the east in order to avoid meeting with any flying 
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column from Eupatoria. Possibly they send most of their sup- 
plies down by the Tchongar road, and there ^ is every reason to 
believe that the Russians have established another route between 
Perekop and Tehoijgar for the purpose of advance or retreat. 
1 have heard that some time back Captain Sherard Osborne with 
one Inan passed up the Straits of Genitchi in a punt, and pushed 
along through the rashes in the pescllential salt marshes up to 
Tchongar-bridge, which he observed minutely, and that ho saw 
enough to satisfy him that an immense proportion of the Rus- 
sian supplies were conveyed into the Crimea by that route. 
Perekop is quite safe from the sea side. The “ Spitfire,” sur- 
veying vessel. Captain Spratt, made several attempts, but was 
not able to get very near the land. It is believed that, to make 
assurance doubly sure, the enemy take the road south betwocn 
the Staroe and Crasnoc lakes, instead of going between the sea- 
coast and Staroe. The route becomes, however, a matter of 
indifference if we are not to make any offensive movement, and, 
although some people hug the hope that the Czar will not ho 
able to feed his army during the winter, the quantity of stores 
piled up on the north side is, to my mind, a guarantee for 
their disappointment. 

There is no sign of any present intention on the part of the 
enemy to abandon their position on the north side. The celerity 
with which they throw up and finish the most formidable-look- 
ing redoubts on the land and sea sides is astonishing. They arc 
admirable diggers, and 1 believe iP'was Marshal Turenne who 
\ised to say &at as many battles were won by {be spade as by 
the musket. The fire across the roads increases in fi'cquency 
and severity every day, and we have to record tlie loss of two 
men in the Buffs and a few trifling casualties from the eueuiv's 
guns, hut the mortars of the French must have caused serious 
iiy uiy and impediment to the Russian workmen, and have greatly 
damaged their magazines. 

The Anglo-French Commissi<^ sits daily, and is busily (em- 
ployed apportioning the spoils of war found in the town. The 
number giins, of all kinds captured exceeds 4000 ; immense 
quanti&s$' of small arms have been carried off by the soldiers and 
sold, bht there are still piles of them remaining. • As the Riis- 
sialas lost 18,000 men between the morning of the 5th and tlio 
e^l^ing of the 8th of September, it is likely that we captured at 
l^ast 18,000 stand of arms, not to menti<m the muskets in store, 
&c., which belonged to the men placed Aors de combat during the 
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preceding part of the siege. The commission acts on the prin- 
ciple of dividing the spoils in propo^ion to the number of 
actually composing the strength of the respective armies in the 
camps before Sebastopol. Their labours were intemiptoi the 
other day by a Russian shell, which scarcely gave them time to 
adjudicate on tlie proprietorship of its splinters, for it burst as 
soon as it had fallen through the roof of the building in which 
they were sitting. If the Russians are spiteful, they will open 
iiiv some fine day on the town and make it too hot to hold us $ 
indeed, the Buffs are to be withdrawn for the present, and the 
strength of the French in the town has been diminished, as a 
useless display of force only attracted the fire of the enemy’s * 
batteries. Brigadier-General Windham, our Governor of Beb^- 
topol, is assisted by an active little staff. He has lost the ser- 
vices of Captain Rowlands, 41st Regiment, one of the Town- 
Majors of Sebastopol, who is appointed Brigade-Major to the 
2nd Brigade of the Second Division. Captain Lewes, of the 3rd 
Regiment, has succeeded as Aide-de-Camp to Brigadier-General 
Windham, in lieu of that gaUant young officer, Lieutenant 
Swire, of the 17th Regiment, who was very severely wounded on 
the morning of the 8th. The duties of the Governor are not 
very onerous, and the population of his district is essentially 
migratory and nomadic. Five hundred artilloiymen were added 
to the garrison of the town some days ago. Are we to attack 
the north side or not P If so, when do we begin P We may 
stay in our present position till the crack of doom and the Rus- 
sians will remain in theirs, and the war may thus go on for half 
a century. The great road from Kadikoi to the camp gets on 
but slowly, but a really fine work is in course of execution. 
Many men are employed in cutting a kind of canal for the 
waters of the streamlet which runs through the flat, marshy 
land close by the railway between Kadikoi and the top of the 
hai’bour, and floods it after ^avy rains. This work will 
tend materially to increase the^rength and efficiency, of the 
railway in Winter, and will carry off the surface water which 
turned the whole of this marsh into a lake in that inclement 
season of the year. The S^^refinians are at work on the railway 
from the Woronzoff road to the main line at Kadikoi; but our 
engineers declare that by taking unnecessary pains in elaborating, 
polishing, and finishing off trenches and cuttings they lose valu- 
able time. The Frencl^ have not yet done anything towards the 
execution of the line laid down by Mr. Oamphell from the C'ol de 
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Balaklava to Kamicsch. It is creditable to Mr. Beatty and 
Mr. Campbell’s skill that the engineers of the Army Works 
Corps have not been able to devise a better line for their road 
than that which these gentlemen laid down for the tramway, 
and the new road is to run parallel with the tramway the whole 
of its course. Balaklava has ceased to exist. There are only 
some dozen of the original houses lcl> scattered here and there 
amid iron storehouses, mountainous piles of wood, heaps of coal, 
of corn, of forage, of shot and shell, and of stores multitudinous. 
The harbour is trenched upon by new quays and landing-places, 
and two long wooden jetties project far into its waters at the 
shallow head of the harbour, and render good service in taking 
the pressure of the quays at the waterside. And yet, with all 
this huge accumulation of stores, such a ravenous devouring 
animal is an army that there are some fears that wo shall nm 
short of fuel and of flour during the winter. It is astounding to 
hear that not a sack of flour fit for our purposes can be found in 
the East, and Sir George Maclean, the indefatigable Commissary* 
General, has been obliged to telegraph to England for 4000 bags 
of that necessary article. ' In a few days the issue of bread will 
probably cease, and the soldiers will be obliged to go back to 
biscuit till fresh supplies are forthcoming. At the preseht 
moment the quantity of com issued daily for horses, mules ^ and 
ponies in the lUnglish army is not less than 280,0001b. The 
fine weather will enable us to clear the quays in Balaklava, and 
to collect stores at our divisional dep6ts, but steps must speedily 
he taken to protect these stores from the effects of rain and 
storm. 

There is a sod dearth of news, and very little stirring in the 
British camp. The Duke of Newcastle went to Eiipatoria on 
board one of the ships, and has just returned. Ilis Grace intends 
to leave tlie camp, and direct his steps homewards in a few days. 
It is sdmost a pity that he can^ remain till the winter sets in, 
or, at all events,, return duri^ the bad weather, for he has 
had very little experience of the hardships of camp life, and he 
may still believe that the sketches which were setit home to 
EngIttUd when our army was perilihing in the trenches, or in 
i^ir miserable muddy tents, were surcharged with gloomy 
colours. Notwithstanding the cessation of the most arduous 
duties of the army, and the improvement, or rather the creation 
of roads, the feachings of experience, ai^ all the efforts of the 
authorities, 1 believe there will be much hardship and suffering, 
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incidental, and inseparable, perhaps, from the position of our 
army during the winter, even if* all the men are hutted. At 
present not a twentieth port qf the soldiers possess huts. It will 
be hard worlc to make up for lost time even should the huts 
arrive soon, and our ofiicers are taking an exceedingly wise step in 
sending into Sebastopol for wood for building purposes, whilst 
it is still to be had. An immense train of carts, waggons, &c., 
went down this morning to the city to get wood out of the 
ruined and dilapidated houses. A very comfortable double tent 
can be made fur the winter, but single canvas affords but a feeble 
protection against the blasts which sweep over these dreary 
steppes, with the thermometer at 10 degrees. Many of the 
ofheers are hutted, or have sunk scmi-subtcrraucan resi* 
deuces, and the camp is studded all over with the dingy roofs, 
which at a distance look much like an aggregate of molehills. 
The soldiers are exceedingly healthy, and we have escaped, thank 
God, the diseases of the Crimean September in a wonderful 
manner. In order to prevent ennui or listlessness after the 
great excitement of so many months in the trenches, the Generals 
of Division are taking pains to drill our vetei*an8, and to renew 
the long-forgotten pleasures of parades, field-days, and inspec- 
tioiis. In all parts of the open ground about the camps the 
visitor may see men with Crimean medals and Balaklava and 
Inlsermonn clasps, practising goose step or going through exten* 
sion movements, learning, in fact, the A B C of their military 
education, though they have ali'cady seen a good deal of fighting 
and soldiering. Still there must be periods when the. roost 
inveterate of martinets gets tired, and now the soldier, having 
nothing else to do, avails himself of the time and the money to 
indulge in the delights of the canteens. Brigade and divisional* 
field-days fill up the week with parades and regimental inspec- 
tions. lvoad-mal(ijig occupies some leisure hours, but the officers 
have very little to do, and find it difficult to kill time, riding about 
SebastoiK)!, visiting Balaklava, imaging at Kamicsch, or hunting 
about for quail, wliich are occasioi^y, after the north wind has 
blown, found in swarms all over the steppe, and from most 
grateful additions to the mess table. There is no excitement in 
front ; the Eussians remain immoveable in their position 
Mackenzie's Farm. The principal streets of Sebastopol have 
lost the charm of novelty and possession. !£ven Cathcart’s-hill 
is deserted, except by the “ look-out officer" for the day, or 
few wandering strangei'S and vkitors. 

VOL. II. F 
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In times to come this Cathcart’s-hill will be a chosen terminus 
of Saxon pilgrimage. Whether the traveller beholds from its 
humble parapet the fair aspect of the Imperial city, guarded by 
threefold mightier batteries than now, or sits upon the broken 
wall to gaze upon the ruins of Sebastopol, he must, if he has any 
British blood in his veins, regard with emotion that little spot 
which encloses all that was mortal of some of the noblest soldiers 
who ever sprang from our warrior race. He will see the site of 
those tedious trenches where the strong man waxed weak day 
after day and the sanguine became hopeless, and where the 
British soldier fought through a terrible winter with privation, 
cold, frost, snow, and rain, more terrible and deadly than the fire 
of the enemy. With the Bedan, the Malakhoff, the Quarries, 
the Mamelon, Gordon’s Attack, Chapman's Attack, under his 
eyes, ho will revive with the aspect of the places where they 
stood the memories of this great struggle, and in his mind the 
incidents of its history will be renewed. How many more of our 
gallant officers this cemetery may hold it is impossible to say; it 
is too full already. It is a< parallelogram of about forty yards 
long by thirty broad, formed by the base of a ruined wall, which 
might in former days have marked the lines of a Tartar fort, or 
have been the first Bussian redoubt to watch over the infancy of 
{Sebastopol. Although many a humble tumulus indicates to the 
eye of Section the place where some beloved comrade rests till 
the last reveil, the care and love of friends here and at homo 
have left memorials in solid stone of most of those whose remains 
are resting in this spot. The first grave towards the front and 
west of the Cemetery consists of a simple mound of earth. I 
know not whose remains lie below. The ^cond is marked by a 
simple slab, with the following inscription: — Sacred to the 
memory of Lieutenant H. Tryon, Bifle Brigade, killed in action 
on the 20th of Novembei;. 1854." He#ras a thorough soldier, 
brave, cool, and resolute, and si^the terrible crisis of Inkermann 
he used a rifie with more deadly certainty and success than any 
of his men. In the struggle for the " Ovens" or “ Quarries,'' 
on t]m|;jjyOth of November, in which a small body of the Bide 
Brjg^idislddged a force of the enemy much greater than their 
owAy he displayed suoa gallantry that General Canrobert imid 
him the rare honqpr of a special mention in the next " General 
Order of the Day" for the Fi'ench army. Next to his reposo 
the remains of a lamented officer. The stone records his name, 
“ Sacred to the memory of Brigadier-General Thomas Leigh 
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Goldici commanding the first Brigade of the 4th Division of the 
British army, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 57th Begiment, who fell 
at Inkermann, November 6, 1864.” No. 4 is a rude cross of 
stone, without mark or name. The 5th grave is distinguished 
by a stone cross at the feet, and at the head is a slab with an 
ornamented top, beneath which is written, “ Sacred to the memory 
of Brigadier-General Fox Strangways, killed in action November 
6, 1864.” A few lines in Bussian ask the Christian forbearance 
of our enemies upon our departure for the bones of one whom 
they would have^ admired and loved had they known'him. No. 6 
is conspicuous by a large tombstone, with an ornamental cross 
at the top; and some simple efibrts of the chisel at the sides 
and base. Come and read ! Here lieth the mcrtal remains 
of Captain Edward Stanley, 67th Begiment, killed at the battle 
of Inkermann, November 6, 1864, to whose memoiy this stone 
is erected by the men of his company-nr' Cast down but not 
destroyed,* 2 Corinthians, iv. 9.”^ Vfho does not look with 
respect on the tombs of these poor soldiers, and who does not 
feel envy for the lot of men so honoured P There are fourteen 
other graves in the same row, of which only one is identified. 

Sir George Cathci^t's resting-place is marked by a very fine 
monument, for which his widow has expressed her thanks to 
those who raised it to the memory of thoir beloved commander. 
There is an inscription upon it commemorating the General’s 
services, and the fiict that he served with the Bussian armies in 
one of their most memorable campaigns — ^the date of his un- 
timely and glorious death, and an inscription in the Bussian 
language stating who and what he was who reposes beneath. 
In the second row to the east there are two graves, without any 
inscription on the stones, the third is mark^ by a veiy hand- 
some circular pillar of hewn stone, surmounted by k cross, and 
placed upon two horizontal slabs. On the pillar below the cross 
in front is this inscription — To Lieutenant-Colonel C. F. Sey- 
mour, Scots Fusilier Guards, killed in action, November 5, 1864;” 
beneath these words are a cross sculptured in the stone and 
the letters “ 1. H. S.;” and a Bussian inscription on the back, 
reqifesting that the tojnb may bo saved fi.*om desecration. 
At the foot of tbe tomb there U an elaborately carved stone 
lozenge surmounting a slab, and on the lozenge is engraved 
the crest of the deceased, with some heraldic bird springing from 
the base of a coronet, with the legend " Foy pour devoir, C.F.S. 
Mt 36.” How many an absent friend would have mourned 
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around this tomb ! Close at band is a handsome monument to 
Sir John Campbell, than whom no soldier was ever more re- 
gretted or more beloved by those serving under him; and 
not far apart in another row is a magnificent sarcophagus in 
black Devonshire marble, to the memory of Sir B. Newman, of 
the Grenadier Guards, who also fell at Inkcrmann. With all 
these memorials of death behind us, the front wall at Cathcart’s- 
hill has ever been a favourite spot for gossips and spectators, 
and sayers of jokes, and rci4:ont€ur8 of htma mota^ or such^'eua; 
d^esprit as fiud £iVOur in military circles. It has now lost the 
attraction of position and retains only its graver, more melan- 
choly, and more natural interest. 1 regret to add, that every 
day adds to the list of those who have died of their wounds. 
Lieutenant-Colonel C^ugh, of the 33rd, a gallant soldier, who 
was wounded at the Alma through the chest, and who came out 
here in bad health, expired of the severe wounds he received on 
the 8th ; and Lieutenant KeiT, of the 30th; has also suoeumbed* 
The funeral processions, the strains of the Dead AfareA, remind 
us that war has not ceased, and that it is not long since we 
were engaged in a terrible struggle with an unflinching and 
desperate enemy. Many of the wounded are, I grieve to say, 
in a very precarious state, but as there are most extraordinary 
cases, where the surgeons utterly despaired, still going on 
favourably, let no one banish hope who has a friend or relative 
to care tor. Sometimes, but rarely, a slight wound turns out 
fatal, and the most dangerous wounds heal ; and even the most 
extensive injuries are not always deadly. It is certain that 
Lieutenant-General Markham is going home; his health is 
much impaired, and he feels no longer equal to the duties of a 
divisional general The great rapidity with which he hastened 
from India to the Crimea Ifud the seeds of disease and suffering 
which the anxieties of ^mii^and out here have developed, cmd 
he leaves a stage on which ih '^as expected he would have been 
no second-rate or inconsiderable actor, amid the regrets of the 
army. It is probable that M^or-General Garrett, fhrmerly of 
the 4flth B^giment, will succ^ command of the 

Second IMvisioiit and that?Brigadier-G^ral Windham will not 
remain in comiiumd ol the English portion of Sebastopol 

Stptemlber 2i. 

If there is any intention on the part of the Commanders- 
in-Chief to make any use of the short autumnal season, or second 
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summer, or whatever else the few weeks of fine weather which 
precede the Crimean winter may be called, it is so close a 
secret that its execution will cause lively dissatisfaction and 
^at discomfort, especially among the ** butters" and ‘'the 
great hutting interest.'* Men have made up their minds 
not only to rest, but to peace, and a real hon rnot of the Duke 
of Newcastle, to the effect thatf there will be peace before 
Christmas, is in every one’s mouth. There are rumours in 
camp, to the effect that a short and simple letter from head- 
quarters in Downing- street, vid electric telegraph, contained 
instructions to spare the docks of Sebastopol, and to leave tho 
public buildings untouched. The cannon-ball and shell have 
fiown faster than the lightning, ahd these stately olrjects of 
solicitude are all in ruins. 

T P.M. 

The old sounds of the siege are renewed. There is a gun 
every minute from the north side or from the south, and fair 
promise that the fluel will last for months to come at the present 
rate of exchange. 

T'ao. 

The heavy beat of the guns has died away, the bugles have 
sounded, and the whole camp is still. In the. bright moonlight 
the rows of white tents shine deafly and taper away in long 
perspective to such a distance that they seem to frrm a screen 
of snowy canvas, which is illuminated by countless lights. 
Tho French bands are playing in their remote encampments, 
and there is a strange jargon of English and French music, and 
through it all the sad strains of *Handers Said are floating, as 
the soldiers bear some deceased officer to his long home ; then 
sounds of carousing and drinking choruses are heard ; the guns 
wake up once more, and their heavy voices silende every other 
noi^ StillnesB returns again, and so we pass the night until 
slelip has closed every eye except thede*^ of the wakefril sentries 
on our frontier of defence. 

The Bussian teleg raph ic lights are very active 6n the heights 
over Inkermasin, andlj^Kve never ceased ffitCmg in and out all 
over the dark ridge between us and the Belbek for the last 
three hours. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

OFFOBTTTVITIES KEGLBCTED. 

Strength of the Bosslan positloifon the North elde^Apathy of the allied 
generals— On the fall of Sebastopol the Busslans preparpd for a general 
retreat — Our inaction their opportunity — Fort Constantine— Fortiflea* 
tlons on the North side— Sad effects of our negligence — ^Destauction 
of the trenches — Histakes — Sick officers— Urgent priyate affairs — 
Affair at Kertch, in which the 10th Hussars were engaged — Bumour of 
a conflict between the French and Bussian Cavalry at Eupatoria— 
Plunder— Delicacies — Some of the Land Transport Corps fall into an 
amboscade — ^A good skull— Positions of the armies— Qeneral Felissier 
resigned to inactivity. 

Befobe SEBAgTOPOL, /September 39. 

The contrast between the actual proceedings of the allied 
armies since the 9th of this month and the fevered dreams in 
which the public at home, as represented by*the press, aro in- 
dulging, is as striking as it is painful. The Russians, so far 
from flying in discomfort over boundless wastes, are calmly 
strengthening their position on the north side. The face of the 
country bristles with their cannon and their batteries. As I 
write the roar of their gims.is sounding through our camp, and 
occasionally equals the noiso of the old cannonades, which we 
fondly hoped had died into silence for ever. There is no sign 
of any intention on their port to abandon a position on which 
they have lavished so much care and labour. They retired from 
the south side when it becamo untenable ; it was shaken to 
pieces by a bombardment which it is impracticable for ns to 
renew. They have now between themselves and us a deep 
arm of the sea, a river, and the sides of a plateau as steep as 
a wall. We permitted them to get off at their leisure, and 
looked on,^ much as wejshould have gazed on the mimic repre- 
sentation of such a scene at Astley's, while the Russian bat- 
talions filed over the narrow bridge, emerging in unbroken 
order out of that frightful sea of raging fire and smoke, which 
was tos|^|^p into billows of flame by the firequent 'explosion of 
great .^p^mses and magazines. At what moment our generals 
woke up and knew what was going on I cannot tell, but it is 
certain , they did not, as a body, distress themselves by any 
violent efforts to get a near view of the enemy's 'movements 
earljf in the morning. It was late in the day when Fort Paul 
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blew up. At about 6.80, as well as 1 can now recollect, tliat 
magnificent worlc was shaken violently, heaved upwards, seemed 
to iiy into pieces — ^the breaking masonry and embrasures emitting 
sheets of white smoke, lighted up by fire — ^and then collapsed, 
as it were, into ruins. The mine missed in the first instance ; 
but, so cool were the enemy, so perfectly satisfied of our inaction 
wore tliey, and sd convinced they had awed us by their tre- 
mendous energy in destruction, that they sent a boat across with 
a few men in her, about half-past four o’clock in the evening, 
and they landed quietly and went into the fort, and were seen by 
several peojfie in the act of entering, in order to prepare for the 
explosion winch followed immediately after they had retired. 
Spies have, however, informed the authorities in the most positive 
manner that the Russians were prepared to retreat, and had all 
in readiness to cover a retrograde movement, in case the fleet 
succeeded in forcing a passage, and the allies evinced a determi- 
nation pf throwing tkeir whole force against the north side. 
Their field guns and guns of position were all in readiness, and 
were strengthened by a very large corps of cavalry, which would 
hold our infantry in check, and our cavalry could not, of course, 
get over the water in less than several ^ys, nor could it gain 
the heights of Mackenzie unless the in&ntry had previously 
established themselves there. Everything was foreseen and 
provided for, and the Russians were in hopes that they might 
catch us at a^sadvantage amid some of their fortified positions 
in a diflicult country, and retrieve their past disasters, or, at all ^ 
events, make a masterly retreat. But when th^ saw that all 
was hesitation, if not confusion, in the army of the allies, they 
recovered their courage, stared the situation in the face for one 
moment, and the next were busify employed in making the best 
of it; the consequence is that th^ have now erected such 
batteries as to shut up tbe harbour to our present navy, and to 
render any attempt to cross it as rash as it woal4 be undesirable. 
Yester^y i^yjinuhed a new line of batteries, tO-day we begin 
to make some in r^ly. The papers which arrived yesterday 
must be amuring to the authorities, fi>r by their want of energy 
they have assui^y falsified all those absnrd anticipations of 
further victory, utter routs, of vigorous pursuit, and of 
cncigeiio action in which these mere writers and readers — ^men 
who have read Thw^didee till they are stupefied, and have 
muddled their brains poring over histories of wars and lives of 
Generals, and who have musty traditions about your Ceesars, 
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Alexanders, Buonapartes, and Wellingtons, involving disagree- 
able inferences and comparisons — ^have ridiciUously and un- 
justifiably indulged. But could we have moved had our Generals 
been so minded P Is it true that as steam has impeded the 
action of our ilcct, the Land Transport Corps has stopped the 
march of our army P I am assured that Colonel M'Murdo will 
not permit any such assertion to be mode. With the aid of a 
few men the army would have been ready to take the field and 
to carry provisions and ammunition for our available strength of 
bayonets detached on a short expedition. As to the French, 
they have certified their mobility by the rapid demonstration of 
four divisions on Baidar. Then, why did not the English 
move P Orders and counter-ordera were sent day after day — 
requisitions on Captain This to know how many mules he had 
to cariy ball cartridge, orders to Captain That to turn out his 
battery for the purpose of taking the field at daybreak next 
morning; counter-orders in the evening re-oountered jmd re- 
tracted at night, till it was hard to say what was to be done ; 
and if the men who gave the commands wore in half as confused 
a state of mind as those Who revived them, they were indeed in 
a pitiable plight. Cato with his Plato could not have been at 
all puzzled like unto them. We' did not move, and people say 
it is because we had not the means to transport the Land 
Tiansport Corps ; but that I don’t believe was the reason of our 
immobility. What that reason was it is not for mesto pretend to 
say. It is quite evident that the expectations of the people at home 
have not been gratified to the ftdl extent, and that we are not in 
undisputed possession of maritime Sebastopol, that the Eussians 
are not utterly defeated, and that the campaign will have to be 
renewed next year by doing what might have been done three 
weeks ago. How many mqn vrill llussia have in the Crimea 
ere the season for the r' lew'al of military operations return's, 
should she be determined to liold it, and be able to continue the 
war ? On the north side there are few houses, bat there are 
veiy^ll||g|e magazines. Fir^, on the western extremify of Ihe 
noram"^shoro stands Fort Constantine. The roof is covered in 
t<)j. ar great depth with s&ndbags, and there are large guns 
liliihn^ on it en hdrhette, but many of the embrasures arc 
and do not ^ow guns. A very heavy parapet with 
^linVerses-— in fact} a line of batteries — strikes out hmm the north 
aide of the fort, and crests the seaward fkce of the cliff, com- 
municating with the Wasp Fort, Star Fort, and the works of the 
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sea defences towards the znouth of the Belbek. * Next to Con- 
stantine, on the harbour, there is a large earthwork, with heavy 
guns, behind which is the citadel, and this has recently been 
much strengthened, and occupies a commanding position on a 
hillside. Next come more earthworks, a large stone storehouse, 
and the casemated walls of Fort CaBierine, with two tiers of 
, guns ; then more earthworks, till the line of defence merges 
into the works at Inkermann. In fact, Fort Constantine, 
Sievernaia, Fort Michael, and Fort Catherine, with their con- 
necting works, and the citadel and forts in their rear, ibrm one 
great battery, too far to injure us seriously behind Sebastopol, 
but quite able to withstand any infantry attack from the south < 
side. The difficulty of the nor^ side was foreseen all along^ 
foreseen, but not provided for. In fact, there was no step 
taken to insure the possessipn of the fruits of our labour. Wo 
did not prepare for success, and we now have to brave a new 
campaign, and the Bussians have seven or eight months in 
which they may strengthen themselves, recruit Uidr exhausted 
anny, gather new matSriel, and dispute our progress with fresh 
slaughter, which leaves us victory biMt half enjoyed. 

The British army is busily engaged roadmaking, hutbudding, 
and drilling. Largo parties go down every day to Sebastopol 
and return with timber, doors, window-frames, joists, slabs of 
marble and stonework, grates, glass, locks, iron, Stourbridge 
firebricks, of which a large quantify was found, and various other 
articles of common use in camp, and the huts w^hich arise on 
every side are models of ingenuity in the^ adaptation of Bussian 
property to British and French uses. As yet, however, the vast 
majority of the soldiers aret under canvas, and are likely to be so 
for a couple of mouths longer, l^e trenches— tho§e monuments 
of patient suflering, of endurance, of oourage--^ill soon be no 
more. The guns are withdrawn,; indeed, thpy are now nearly 
all gone. The gabions ave going fast^ for the men have re- 
ceived permission to use them for Biel— the earthworks will 
speedily disappear, and next spring ti^ae^ will left of 
the existence of these mci](iQrablo. works. It is melancholy, 
amid all these sounds ^of xqjoiomg andyM^iyi to think that an 
army has been all but lost and swalbwed up in these narrow 
dykes, and that it was ‘‘done by, mistake." Our engineers 
drew their lii^, and to tbem^ thfiy adhered, although the Bus- 
siaiis showed them their errqr .every day. After al}, when our 
attack was made, the men had to run over the open apace, fi>r 
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Upwards of 200' yards. Let any one try to run such a distance 
over broken ground with a rifle and 60 rounds of ball cartridge, 
and see whether he will be in a good condition for hard fighting 
at the end of it. Tlio French had just 10 metres to mn across. 
They had more men at work, and easier ground for their opera- 
tions between the Mamclon and MalakhofP, but the question is, 
ought our men to have been called on foi snch a death run at all ? 

The firing into the town is occasionally very heavy, and it is 
returned with spirit by the French mortars, and by a few guns 
in position. The roads advance slowly, but arc solidly and well 
made as far as they go, and the railway is assuming an appeur- 
• ance of solidity and permanence which gives satisfactory assu- 
rances of its efficiency for the winter. 

The number of sick officers anxious to return home is 
not on the decrease. Many of those whoso names appear in 
general orders were, however, sufferers in the attack of the Sfli 
of September. The proportion of men invalided on account of 
ill-health is about equal to the number of officers. Poor fellows, 
they, however, have no ^‘private urgent affairs** to attend to, 
and that is the cause assigned for many leaves of absence. It 
is curious and interesting to observe how rank and social posi- 
tion hrlnrj with them spepial cares of business and the labours 
of affairs from which the lowlier classes are exempted. Thus, 
the officers of the Guards are harassed to death by ** urgent pri- 
vate affairs,*' which can no how^ be settled anywhere but in 
England, and which will require their presence in that land of 
business from this time till just the week after Christmas before 
there is the smallest chance of their satisfactory adjustment. 
How the gallant fellows can manage to stay in the army and 
attend to their regimental duties with such delicate negotiations 
to conduct, such stupendous ac^thmetied investigations to make, 
such a coil of accounts to ei '.mine, such interviews to go through, 
such a constant pressure of affairs to sustun, is inconceivable ! 
Sometimes no less than three of them succumb on the same day, 
and appear in orders as victims to these emel urgencies. There 
are some people in camp who maintain that the killing of grouse, 
partridges, pheasants, and aidmon, is a necessary condition of 
existence, and that when these are combined with the pleasures 
of society, with a light course of opera, and the claims of the 
family, they constitute an urgent private affair quite strong 
enough to draw any man from the Crimea. Ho one blames 
these officers for feeling so strongly that they are citizens. We 
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should all like to get home if it were consistent \nth our duty, 
hut some of our officers think they have nothing to do when 
oiicc the fighting is over. 

I have not seen any version of the little affair at Eertch in 
wliich the 10th Hussars were engaged, but X have heard many 
various reports and statements on the subject, and it is said the 
despatch containing the particulars was lost between Btdaklava 
and head-quarters. It is reported that a small force of the 10th 
went out to patrol the' country towards Arabat, and that when 
inarching in loote order they were suddenly attacked by a strong 
2 >arty of Cossack cavalry, who succeeded in killing two, wound- 
ing three or four, and taking 15 men prisoners. The rest of 
the Hussars cut their way through the enemy, having, it is said, 
left 40 of them dead on the field. Possibly, this version is as 
unlike the truth as can be, but 1 tell the tale as it was told ^ 
me. There are very few means of communicating with Eertch 
or Yenlkale, and the many delays and mistakes made on hoard 
the fleet with respect to the Sea of Azoff mailbags render those 
moans still loss satisfactory. What the garrison will do in the 
winter it is only for generals and admirals to determine. In 
addition to this rnmour from Eertch, there is a vague story 
going about that the French cavalry at Eupatoria, being out on 
duty, lost their way in a, fog and wandered about till they came 
abruptly upon the Russian troops established in their neighbour- 
hood as a corps of observation. The sudden appearance of the 
French caused such a fright among the Muscovites that they 
bolted off at once, leaving their stores and quantities of provi- 
sions behind, which were destroyed by the French, who there- 
upon returned on their way rejoicing. General Bose, our exed- 
lent Commissioner to the French army, has been out at BAidar 
and towards Aitodor with the French reconnaissances; and the 
opinion formed after a careful examination of the passes is, that 
it would be imprudent to attempt to force them at present. 
Eilliecrankie is a bowling-green compared to those high bluffs 
and tremendous ravines. The outposts are on tolmbly good 
terms with each other, but now and then resume offensive opera- 
tions and fire at each other with acrimony. fHie Russians still 
occupy Aitodor and fbrbid the right of filing in the Tohouliou, 
which is a most tempting little trout stream. 33ieTaxtars, in spite 
of the Cossacks, ocoaskmally manage to bring in grapes and fine 
fruit firom the interior. Perhaps ^ese gentry serve as spies for 
both parties. villas on the seacoast below Baidar have now 
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been tolerably well plundered and emptied of their contents. We 
have had a trifling share of the loot, but our Hussar outposts got 
some little mementos of their agreeable sojourn in those pleasant 
valleys, and one oflicer at least, who was detached for the special 
purpose of superintending the men and of preventing plunder- 
ing, has obtained possession of a very fine China set since he was 
seen in the direction of Baidar, which did not form part of his 
original marching outfit. However, our allies in this respect, 
as in many others, have the advantage of us. They even find it 
worth while to come over to the slaughter-grounds of our divi- 
sions in order to gather the heads, hearts, livers, lights, and 
tails, which our men often throw away or bury as offal ; and 
although they will not allow the English soldiers to go into 
their part of the town without passes, they do not scruple to 
avail themselves of the free peimission which is given to all to 
enter the English portion of the town, and they may be seen 
very busily engaged, ransacking the piles of old clothing, dec., 
in the magazines, in the hope of extracting something as a 
** curio*' wherewith to tempt the British amateur. The other 
day some of our Land Transport men were sent with mules to 
get some wood beyond Miskomia. Ton or twelve Greek volun- 
teers, or militiamen, made an ambuscade in a wood close by, and 
fired a volley at the muleteers, which emptied two saddles and 
killed two mules. One of the drivers was hit on the head, but 
he was a native of Tipperary, and the ball hopped off his skull. 
He is now quite well. The other was only slightly wounded. 
The French have secured all the passes thoroughly, and Baidar 
Valley is as safe as Begent-street— indeed, safer to a simple- 
minded and unwary visitor. 

' The position of the armies, with the exception of the move- 
ment of the troops towards , Baidar, of which you will hear 
accounts from another hr' d, remains unchanged in its larger 
features. Even Felissier seems inclined to rest upon his baton 
for the time. His gaze is fixed, no doubt, upon the Mackenzie 
plateau, but his courage flails him ; nor does he care to repeat 
his Uttle proverb, which wu in his mouth when slaughter and 
bloo^hed were spoken of in his presence in reference to^^puT' 
grand assaults — On ne pent pas fairs des omelettes sans ewer 
des oBufs.** The Marshal appears to have given up the manu- 
^facture of omelettes for the present ; he has plenty of eggs if jho 
likes to break them. ; , r 

There is very little matter of interest to record in one’s diary. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Departure 'of the Duke of Newcastle — The Honnted Staff Chrps and the 
Ambulance Corps disbanded — Attention to the wants of the sick and 
wounded 80 ldieie>-Not only comforts but even lumiries supplied— 
Room for improvement— Sir George Brown-s speech— Services of tlio 
Naval Brigade — Injustice of the authorities towards this branch of tlie 
service — Irregular promotion— Movements in the port of Bolaklava — 
A sad accident — Rumours. 

Wednesday. 

The Duke of Newcastle lefb the fleet this morning on boai*d Her 
Majesty’s ship Highflyer, Captain Moore, in order to visit 
Circassia, and possibly to look at Kertch and the Eastern 
littoral of the Black Sea. He is accompanied or followed by 
Mr. Simpson, the artist, who has heen so long engaged Out here 
recording with his pencil the principal scenes of the war. His 
Grace has examined into many things connected with the army 
with a good deal of care, and he h^ an opportunity (of which 
he did not avail himself) of paying the last tribute of respect 
and affection to one of his own most favoured bantlings — to 
wit, ** the mounted Staff Corps,** which has just expired of in* 
anition and atrophy. The Ambulance Corps** has also ceased 
to exist as a separate body, but it is hard to decide who has tlio 
control over its atoms. Major Grant, of the former coi’ps, is 
still out here, but his officers are preparing for other duties ; 
and of the men who are willing to remain, the majority, if not 
the whole, will be employed as mounted mail guards, under the 
control of the army post-office authorities. Miyor Grant, of the 
Ambulance Corps, went to England long ago, and Captain Pig- 
gott only remains behind till the disjecta iiwmhra of pensioners, 
carts, and horses are handed over to Colonel M'Murdo or some 
other proper officer. Thus two ** corps ** have perished during 
the Duke’s visit. The men of the mounted StaJBf Corps, who 
performed a good deal of severe Work during the winter, have 
all along been viewed with jealousy and diidike, on account of 
the ridiculously high rate of their pay^ which was equal to that 
of hn ensign in the Line. Latterly their duty was almost ex- 
dusiTely confined to the care and carriage of the moils and of 
despatch bags, and, indeed, their diminished numbers did not 
render them available for any further service. The men of the 
Ambulance C&rps were judiciously selected from old pen* 
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sioncvs, principally, it is to be supposed, on account oF the 
notorious sobriety of the class, and because of their prosunicd 
softbeai-tedness and tenderness. They drank liard, and were by 
no means inclined to spoil those under their charge by over- 
indulgence. There were, of course, many exceptions in this 
respect, and the officers devoted themselves to their duty with 
all their ability and energy, but the corps was radically vicious 
in formation, and its defects could not be cured, and so by degreed 
it perished. Of course the Duke of Newcastle’s presence had 
no inoi’c to do with the fate of these bodies than it had with the 
conduct and events of the war, hut it is odd enough that the 
two, which were most lauded at the time of thcii* creation, and 
at whose birth his Grace presided with parental solicitude, 
should have come to an end, within the space of a few months, 
under his very eyes. The service of the ambulance has been 
lately perform^ by soldiers detached from the army for that 
purpose, and officers of the Line are employed in command at a 
time when they can be very ill spared from their regiments. 
As to the charges of the alleged harshness of some of the old 
ambulance men to those sent in their charge to Scutari, &c., it 
may have had the effect of calling attention to the abuses in 
the department. At all events, it served as a foil to the allega- 
tions that the men were as comfortable as they could be ou all 
occasions. The stream has now set the other way, and the 
authorities vie with one another in providing every accommo- 
dation, and even luxury, for the sick and wounded soldier. Dr. 
Hall has at various periods received requisitions for such articles 
as “ liose water !*’ “ Eau de Cologne !” Champagne !” Dif- 
ferent times theso from what the army had last year, when 
Sir George Brown, like some gi'eatbull ofBasan, went bellowing 
over the camps of the affrighted Light Division, seeking for 
“ medical comforts” that he might devour them with his wrath, 
and goring and butting Dr. ilexander and Dr. Tice severely, 
because they would not reduce their store of medicines to that 
blessed old Peninsular allowance of which Sir G^rge had only 
the dim recoUectionB of a subaltern, although, ^ith many strange 
oaths and ancient instanees, he affirmed them to be the per- 
fection of pharmaceutical wivdbm. And even now things might 
bo mended— I say so with all submission and deference. 
Perhaps the public, the confounded public,” as they are some- 
times called by certain people out here, will agree with me 
whmi they learn that just Wo hours before the attack ou the 
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Kedan the surgeon in the Quarries was “run out” of lint, 
plaster, and bandages, and could get no one to go up to his 
principal medical olHcer for them ibr a long time, although a 
great action with the enemy was just impending, and the 
Quarries were the very place where a large number of casualties 
must have been e^cpectod. This statement I have on the word 
of a general officer, to whom the surgeon applied for assistance. 
Again, some regiments did not take down more litters than on 
ordinary occasions. This practice, however, would be approved 
by those who maintain with considerable strength of argumenta- 
tion, that no wounded officers or men should be taken off the 
Held at all while an action is going on, inasmuch as every 
w’ouiidcd man taken to the rear carries off six or eight com- 
batants who retire on the pretence of carrying or attending on 
him, and thus afibrds oppoi*tunities for skulking and sneaking 
away to a few cowardly men who set a bad example to 
others. 

With reference to Sir George llrown's speech, which has just 
reached ua, one iniiy say it is rather astohishing to hnd an officer 
so fond of plain speaking* and candour omitting to tell his audi- 
ence what he often told a select cirefe out here— that he thought 
Sebasto][)ol never would bo talcon, and that the expedition ivas a 
mistake — apophthegms which the croakers at once circulated 
with lugubrious alacrity, so that the stad’ of the Light Division 
was of anytliing but a lively character. 

As the Naval Bngade are now going home, a short resume 
of their services, which will do them little justice, may not be 
out of place. The Naval Brigade jianded on the 25tii of October, 
and w^ere at once set to the very oneibus duty of dragging up 
the heavy siege guns to the batteries, or to the parks of artillery 
in front. They brought up their own ammunition, provisioned 
themselves uU through the winter, were their own commissariat, 
mounted their own guns, repaired their damaged embrasures, 
and were only 2d hours on and 24 hours off duty when the bat- 
teries were in play. The latest Naval ani MtlUary Gazettes 
have shown the immense number of promotions and of rewai’ds 
conferred on the army for services in the field, and yet no sailor 
in the Naval Brigade has received a gratuity, though many of 
them have been recommended to the Admiralty over and over 
again. The last promotion and gratuity in the brigade was 
given on November 10, 1854. During the siege the Naval 
Brigade served for 33 days of heavy Iwmbardment and con- 
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nonade. From December, 1854, out of 1,400 men, 31 died from 
sickness, 61 were killed, 24 woimded mortally, and 331 were 
more or less severely wounded — ^total killed, wounded, and dead, 
417. Wluit the forthcoming Gazettes may bring forth I cannot 
say, but I can answer for it now, that, knowing many officers of 
tlie late brigade as T do, there is scarcely one of the lieutenants 
who is not bitterly discontented. On June 18 Lieutenant Kidd 
and Mr. Kennedy went out of the trencii bring in a wounded 
soldier ; Kidd was killed in the generous attempt, and it was 
thouglit that Kennedy, as senior mate of the Naval 1 brigade and 
the companion of poor Kidd in such a noble act, would be .sure 
to succeed to the vacancy created by the death of his friend. 
It is laid down in the service regulations, that an officer, wlicn 
ju'omotcd, must be eligible for promotion in point of time. 
Kennedy had se^n two years’ service. There was on board the 
fleet a mate named Graham, who was three days short of the 
time in which he might be eligible to receive promotion as 
Lieutenant. The Admiral should, it is asserted, have filled up 
the vacancy at once. 'He kept it open for three days. Mr. 
Graham was warned to prepare to pass nis examination. When 
he had done so, the Admiral'signalied to him to come and break- 
fiLst on board the flag-ship, and< as soon as he made his ap- 
peai'anco his commission as Lieutenant was l\aiided to him. He 
subsequently served a short time in the trenches, but after a 
few days was moved from that duty, and ap^winted to the 
“ Fuiy.” 

Tiiuhsdav. 

Just as the cavaliy jtre going to Constantinople draughts 
arrive here for them. The ** Great Britain” now exhibits her 
huge hulk in Balaklava. 

The ** Europa” has arrived with shot, shell, and huts. All 
spare shot and shell is to be sent on board ships for home or 
conveyance to Constantinople 

There are great complaints of the new carts and waggons for 
the Land Transport Corps. 

As some of our men were at work to-day near the Strand 
Batteiy a spark fell down from a pipe on a quantity of gun- 
powder, which jghtted a amafl magazine, blew up the house, 
kUk^d three or four men, and wounded fourteen ! 

Feioav. 

The weather continues very fine* The firing is heavy at 
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intervals. Sir H. Jones is on board ship, unwell. There are 
runioUTs that Sir Ki Lyons will soon rolinquisb bis command, 
as his health is said to bo giving way. 


CHAPTER XXni. 

SIGNS OF A MOVE. 

Diimonrs of nn expedition ^Destruction of the houses and public buildings 
of Sebastopol — Road-making — The railway and the central road — 
Preparations for the winter — Beautiihl weather — Wild flowers-— French 
and Jtussian practice»Diury — The Russians commence a heavy fire— 
An enormous convoy — Revival of the Russian Donnybrook Fair — A 
serious accident — Destruction of the Imperial Barracks of Sebastopol 
by Arc — Carelessness — A dashing exploit by the French— Council of 
(.ieiicrals — Something in the wind — General inspection and review— 
Certainty of a move — Conjectures as to the destination of the expe* 
dition. 

Before Seba8TOpox>» Ociober 2. 

The army is amused by rumours of active service, while there 
are only signs of hybernation and stagnation in camp. Our 
allies and tho enemy nevertheless are stirring. It is whispered 
that on Thursday next a secret expedition will start for a place 
the name of which is by no means secret, and tliat 26,000 
yronch and 15,000 English troops are to go on board the fleet 
^vlth all possible expedition on that day. Again, it is said, 
“ oj-ders have been received from England’* by electric telegraph 
to keep all steamers in Ealaklava or at Kamiesch ; but, if such 
orders have been sent, they were assuredly disobeyed, for 
steamers leavo Balaklava daily, and tho Great Britain,’* the 
largest of them all, is getting ready to return home on Saturday 
next, and will be preceded by the ** Colombo,” and several 
others. The telegraph has many evil qualities attributed to it. 
Though generally quick in its operations, it is sometimes too 
slow. Eor example, it is stated that orders were sent from 
home to spare the houses, public buildings, and docks of Sebas- 
topol. It was only in our power to comply with the latter part 
of this injunction, for the bombs and shot of our batteries, aided 
by ihe enemy’s destructiveness, had laid all the rest in ruins. 
The docks only require a lighted match to fire the train, and 
these models of grand design and of beautiful workmanship wi)l 
be mere craters of blocks of red granite, fine sandstone, and 
VOL. II. Q 
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granite. Another indication of an intention to move is sup- 
posed to be conveyed by the fact that returns have been 
required from each regiment of the number of b&t horses 
belonging to it. Those rctuims are not asked for in anti- 
cipation of any expedition whatever. The work of the ai-my 
is actually that of preparation, not for motion but for stagna- 
tion. The men are engaged on great roads from the ports to 
the front, which will be permanent marks of the occupation of 
this portion of the Crimea by the allied armies for centuries ; in 
fact, with so much labour at their disposal, our authorities arc 
determined, if possible, to atone for the apathy of last autumn. 
It must be remembered that the enemy has an equal amount of 
labour set free for the accumulation of stores and the formation 
and repair of roads, and that they can now cover the Crimea 
with depots and fortihed lines from Simpheropol to the Belbek. 
The roads which wo are making are almost beyond the require- 
ments of an army of temporary occupation. They are broad and 
well paved so far as they have gone — in some places they have 
been tunnelled through the rock, which here and there can only 
bo removed by heavy blasting charges. The railway is now 
assuming an appearance of great solidity. Beside it winds the 
Central-road, and from the new central d€p6t, under Mr. Brew, 
which has been removed £rom the Col de Balaklava to an open 
space in the rear of the Second Division and between the Guai'ds* 
Brigade and the Fourth Division, there arc divisional roads in 
progress, which will also communicate with the divisional depots^ 
When the railway is worked by locomotives, instead of horses, 
the permanent way will endure much better, and a great deal 
more work will be got out of the line. All these preparations 
ore being made to enable the army to exist comfortably in its 
winter cantonments, to bring up huts, food, clothing, and fuel, 
and to remove guns, mortars, &c. from the front. The trenches 
will be left as they are, c cept in so far as the parapets will 
be affected by the removal of the gabions which the men 
sacp permitted to take away for firewood. For these peaceful 
labours we have been blessed by the most lovely weather. The 
days are wann, and the air is charmingly fresh and pure. The 
autumnal or second summer of the Crimea has shone upon us with 
all the delightfiil influences of repose. The earth teems again 
with herbs and flowers of autumn. Numerous bulbous plants 
are springing up over the steppes, among which the Colchicum 
Autuxnnale'* holds a prominent place, and the hill sides ring 
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with the frequent volleys directed upon innumerable quail, 
against which our army wages fierce battle at present. 

The demolition of the houses in Sebastopol goes on, but it is 
not so stii'e to visit the place as it was formerly, inasmuch as the 
Kussians now shell vigorously, and throw shot at any consider- 
able groups which they notice in the streets. The French have 
two mortars, which once belonged, I believe, to the Russians , 
they are placed among the ruins of the ICarabclnaia, and bom- 
bard the barracks in the citadel with great success. 

Subjoined is a short diary of our proceedings since last 
inail-day 

SlIJJI>AY. 

The enemy, having discovered the preparations for throwing 
up biitt(»rics near Fort Alexander and the ruins of Fort. Paul by 
the French and English respectively, commenced a heavy fii'e 
from the northern works and foi*ts this morning, which they con- 
tinued throughout the day, and which, at times, amounted to a 
cannonade. The French mmiars, aided by some guns on the 
left, replied with vigour. The Russians fired from Foi*t Michael, 
from Little Sevemaya, and from the fiarboiir Spur Ilattery, and 
their shot went crushing through the ruined houses, but did not 
do any very serious injury. An enormous convoy was seen 
going out of the northern camps towards Simpheropol, hut it 
was impossible to ascertain whether the carts w(*re full or 
ompt 3 \ As it was an exceedingly clear day, we could sec into 
file Russian camps as plainly as if they had been our own, and 
through iny glass I could make out the faces of the gunners on 
the top of Fort Cathenne, who were working the guns en har* 
lielte. The enemy were labouring with great energy at new bat- 
teries all over the extensive series of sloping hill-sides south of 
the Pelbek. Their Kadikoi, or Donnybrook fair, had, like ours, 
revived again, and was well attended, and in the distance large 
lierds of oxen ranged at will. On going down to the town I 
heaixl that our 17-gun battery, begun last night by Lieutenant 
Graham, R.E., had been stopped by order. Possibly we may be 
going to do something wliich will render such works of no 
utility. The progress of the men in removing wood from the 
houses is so rapid that there will scarcely be a stick of the place 
left. At four o’clock a serious accident occurred, which has 
inflicted some loss on the army in depriving them of a consider- 
able magazine of wood. A shell sent by l£e Russians burst close 
to the barracks, and a merchant sailor ran to look at the crater 
q2 
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whicli it formed in the ground. He then entered the building 
itself, and sauntered about smoking his pipe till he came to some 
loose gunpowder, on which, being of a scientific and experimen- 
talizing turn of mind, he tried the effects of dropping several 
sparks from the burning tobacco. The powder, as is not unusual 
in such cases, exploded with violence, and blew up the sailor and 
a sentry outside. They were both dreadfully burnt. As the 
floor was Covered with cartridges and loose powder, the fire 
spread, and went leaping on by fits and starts ie a large quantity 
of the same combustible matter. No one could get near to 
stop the fire. At last it reached the magazine, and the explo- 
sion blew out the walls and ceilings of the central barrack. The 
fiames set fire to the dry woodwork, and in a short time the 
whole pile of buildings, which were of admirable construction, 
was in a blaze. The conflagration lasted till all that could be 
burnt was consumed, and lighted up the sky at night to a great 
distance. AH that remains of the Imperial Barracks of Sebas- 
topol is a mass of charred and blackened stones, split by the 
action of fire. The Bussians, thinking that the accident had 
been caused by their own lire, plied their guns with increased 
vigour, and threw shot and shell around the place, but did no 
damage. It is not quite certain that the man who caused the acci- 
dent was a sailor. Some people say he was a navvy of the Army 
Works Corps. Whoever he was, by the act for which he paid 
so dearly, he destroyed not less than 30,000 cartloads of wood, 
which might have been made available for hutting and fuel. It 
is, on the whole, a miracle that more accidents of the kind do 
not occiu*, owing to the neglect of the authorities and the care- 
lessness of the men. No one seems to think it nccessaiy to 
destroy tlio great quantities of powder, loose and in cartridges, 
which may be found in all the Russian batteries, and in every 
nook and comer of the place. .Jt was only the other day a naval 
officer pointed out to me tl ^ danger arising from the number of 
live shell lying inside the Redan. The fuses arc simply open 
tubes of wood, and have no caps, so that a spark setting fire to 
one fuse would cause all the shells to explode. These live shells 
are to bunlten in all directions, and are generally nicely imbedded 
near sna^ magazines or piles of cartridges. It is now supposed 
that ihe explosion which took place in the Strand Battery, and 
hurt so many men, was a fougasse. The Russians seem to be 
strengthening their oaftps near Mackenzie’s Farm. 
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AIondat. 

Intelligence has been received to-day that on Friday or Satur- 
day the French troops near Eupatoria surprised a Bussian 
detaclinicnt and convoy, capturing six guns, 170 prisoners, 
and sonle carts and horses. A council of Generals was held 
to-day at head-quarters, at which Marshal Pelissier was present, 
and there are “ strong suspicions” that we are at last going 
“ to do something.” Orders have been sent to the French fleet 
to prepare for the reception of 16,000 men to-morrow. The 
conferences between the Generals have been frequent of late. 

The detachment of Boyals doing duty at head-quarters as 
guard have been relieved by 200 men of the Rifle Brigade, under 
the command of Captain Fyers. There has not been mucli 
firing from or on the town to-day, but the French at Inkermann 
are annoying a new Russian camp at the other side of the ravine 
by constant discharges of long range rockets. We hear that 
General Bentinck is going home, and that he will probably be 
succeeded in his command by Lord W. Paulet. Lord West, an 
able and distinguished oflicer, is also going home, and to-day the 
name of Colonel Norcott appears in orders with leave of absence 
on urgent jmvate affairs. Colonel Norcott's services in the 
field arc a matter of history. Except when stricken down by 
fever for a short time, he never left his men since the brigade 
landed at Gallipoli, primus in Turds, With equal gallantry 
and skill he advanced to the vineyards, led his wing up the 
steep of the Alma in front of the Light Division, full in the 
throat of the Russian batteries, and where the terrible fire of hia 
men caused the enemy the loss of most valuable oificers and 
soldiers. It needs not to be said that tlie temporary absence of 
such an officer would be a severe loss to the army if there was 
anything to be done, but the reasons which induce him to leave 
the field on which he won so much renown and esteem are 
imperative. 

Mr. Hayter, of the commissariat, is not the commissary 
officer reported as killed on the 8th in the telegraphic despatch 
from head-quarters. He is alive and well, and was never in the 
way of being hit. Although several officers of the Commissariat 
Department have been under fire, only orib of them, Mr. Blane, 
has received any injury, and his wound” was a slight scratch in 
the face, received as he was going to his own tent in the Third 
Division, late at night, by a stone which was knocked up by one 
of the long range round shots. 
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TOESDAr. 

At ten o’clock this morning a general commotion arose in 
camp, in consequence of the sounding of the assembly and the 
turning out of all the men. At the same time the Light Divi- 
sion was inspected, and the artillery were reviewed in the open 
space in front of our lines towards Inkermann. The 1st brigade 
of the Fourth Division received orders to hold themselves in 
readiness to march at dawn to-morrow morning. It is at last 
evident that some active operation will be attempted ere winter 
sets in. So sudden was the order that all the various working 
parties were interrupted in their work, and marched off to their 
respective regiments after they had been occupied in roadmaking 
only a couple of hours. The men detailed to the Land Trans- 
port Corps and to the Commissariat Department were sought 
out and told to rejoin their regiments at once. A general 
parade and inspection of French troops of the divisions of Inker- 
mann. are now going on. It is conjectured that we shall go to 
Theodosia, ‘ Kei'tch, or Eupatoria. The telegraph will inform 
you of the expedition, and, possibly, of its residts, long ere these 
lines can reach London. 


CHAFTER XXIV. 

Speculations on the expedition — An amusing story, illustrative of arlsto* 
cratic sagacity— Various expeditions — Distribution of the forces in the 
fleet — Tlie mixed commission— Its proceedings — List of members— 
The case of the military suVgeons — l>r. Hall’s letter— Lord Panmure’a 
reply — An unfortunate omission — Jealousy between the military and 
the civil surgeons — Rivalries — Feuds — Sir George Brown’s prejudice in 
favour of Varna — Health of the army — Its strength — Its consumptive 
powers — Destruction of corn at Kertch an unwise proceeding — Scarcity 
of flour and of rum — ^Butchers without their implements — Bad tools— 
The Russian array on the Belbek-^Deserters— Their accounts of want 
and sullbring in the Russian clmp— Forlorn condition of two deserters 
—Attempted classiBcation by a contemporary writer of the regiments 
engaged In the attack on the Redan, into English, Irish, and Scotch, 
fallacious— Plssatlsfaction of the crew of the “Diamond” at being 
excluded from the Crimean medal— deneral Simpson presented with 
the Order of the Medi|idle of the First Class, &c.— Similar honour to 
Felissler— A^val of lieutenant Geneste at head quarters— 
Bmbi^atioB — Activity of ^ the French and Russian batteries— Move- 
amts in the Russian oamp. 

^ Bxfobe Sebastopol, October 5. 

The expedition seems to be determined upon, and will as- 
suredly sail this week, unless the weather should turn out veiy 
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unfavourable. The Light (not the Hussar) Brigade of Cavaliy 
have received orders to hold themselves in readiness to embark, 
and it is believed they are going to Eupatoria. Ourdestinatioii 
is kept as close as possible, but every one affects to know it, 
points it out slily on charts, or mutters it into your ear. The 
excursion of the fleet, and its return a short time ago, may now 
have a deeper significance than has been generally supposed, but, 
if it was a rme^ the secret is known to the enemy. The electric 
telegraph quite annihilates one's speculative and inductive 
faculties. What’s the use of trying to find out where an 
expedition is going to, when long^ before the result of one’s 
investigation can reach England, not only the destination but 
the results of that expedition will be known from John o’Groat’s 
to Land’s-end ? You stop in the midst of your anxious impetus 
to convey information, and recollect that all your recent intelli- 
gence will be fiat, stale, and vciy unprofitable on 'Change before 
the letter has reached Constantinople. There is, indeed, a story 
in circulation that the brother of a noble Duke received a letter 
from his Grace, in which he declared his belief that Sebastopol 
could not be taken, just a few hours before the telegraph an- 
nounced its captime, and that the contents of the said epistle 
were too largely promulgated to prevent the Duke's reputetion 
as a soothsayer from being seriously damaged, Wc are told this 
expedition is going to Oozakoff, at the entrance to* the Bug, or 
to Kinburn, or other abstruse places known in England only 
to the “ Hertfordshire Incumbent” and a few Eellows of the 
Geographical Society, You will bo intimately acquainted with 
aU its proceedings, not to speak of its destination, by the time 
this communication is half way to Marseilles, and I am almost 
afraid to say where I think we are going to, but with much 
deference suggest that it is intended as a feeler towards 
Nicholaieff. The exact number of French I have not ascer- 
tained, but I have heard that it will amount to 15,000. Tho 
Light Cavalry Brigade, under Lord George Paget, C.B., is said 
to he destined for Eupatoria, and it is evident that a strong 
demonstration is intended against the Bussian convoys west- 
ward of tho Tchongar route into Eussia. If wo are only blessed 
with moderate weather for a few weeks, these expeditions, judi- 
ciously handled, may precipitate the evacuation of the Crimea; 
but if the winter gales set in early it will be hazardous or im- 
possible to effect a landing. Already the skies look unsettled 
and lowering-^ark fog banks rest occasionally on the Euxinei 
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and masters of sailing transports anchored outside Balaklava, in 
thirty or forty fathoms of water, cast suspicious glances to wind- 
ward as they think of the storm of November LI, 1854. 

The following is the distribution of the forces of the expedi- 
tion to be embarked under Brigadier- Qenei*al the Hon. A. 
Spencer : — 


Ship. 

Regiment. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Horsey. 

H.M.S. Royal Albert . . 

17th Regiment . 

2S 

756 

— 

ILM.S. Algiers . . . . 

20th Regiment « 

80 

474 

— 

Jl.M.S. Hannibal . . . 

2 let Regiment . 

31 

643 


H.M.S. Leopard and Sidon 

57th Regiment . 

82 

724 

— 

TI.M.S. Princess Royal . . 

63rd Regiment . 

30 

524 


H.M.S. St. Jean d’Acre . 

Royal Marines . 

87 

800 


Screw transport Indian . 

Cavalry . . . 

1 

20 

21 

ft ft ft 

Royal Engineers 

3 

60 

4* 

ft ft ft 

Staff .... 

. . 

, , 

7 

n If ft 

Blcdlcal Staff . 

7 

, . 

2 

It ft ft 

Regimental Staff 

. . 

23 

28 

ft tt •» 

Commis. Staff . 
Royal Artillery A 

4 

* • 

1 

Bailing ship Arabia . . . 
Bailing ship Prince Alfred 

Royal Artillery . > 
Royal Artillery ,) 

4 

200 

loot 

Berew steamer Charity . ^ 

Land transport > 
caoets. Utters, Ac. J 

8 

GO 

120t 


» The sailing ship Orient, with medical comforts, blankets, &c. 

The screw-steamer Lady A. Lambton, with one month’s provisions, and 
forage, and the St. Jean d’Acre also carries tents and officers’ baggage. 


In this distribution some alterations and deviations wiJl no 
doubt be made — some additions to the ships, some few mistakes, 
perhaps. But at present the men are all embarked, and every- 
thing is ready for the departure of the troops. 1 hope to let 
you have some details of interest, in spite of the lateness of tho 
season, and of the arid and wretched place to which we arc 
bound. We know there is no water to be found there. Hence 
the small number of horses taken. The Leander’* and ''Triton" 
will ho obliged to supply the " Ibdian" and “ Charity” with water. 
This is a serious matter. It lEs understood that the men will 
remain out for the winter. 

The Mixed Commission which has been sitting in Sebastopol 
for the purpose of dividing and valuing the warlike stores and 
provisions abandoned by the enemy in their retreat &om the 
place, has combined the fuimtions of the three infernal judges 
with great skill, and has been by ^urns Minos, .^ac:us, and 
Bhadamanthus — ^for, although it certainly has condemned no 
one to death, it has consigned many worthless bodies of materiel 

• 15 tons of stores, &o. f 6 guns, 6 waggons. % 15 carts. 
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to destruction. Its deliberations have at times been perturbed, 
if they have not been suspended, by the attentions of the 
enemy's cauncHiccrs, for the street in which the house of the 
commissioners is situate has been, it appears, selected with a 
view to remind them of the value of guns, balls, and gun- 
powder, as it is completely enfiladed by the fire of one of the 
batteries. Sometimes a shot has bumped against the walls of 
the mansion, and shaken the bodies corporate, though it might 
not have disturbed the nerves of the members. Sometimes a 
shell* has blurted into the rooms, and routed outlying artists as 
they sketched the ruins of Sebastopol. But the commissioners 
have pursued and now almost terminated their labours, and their 
report will be an exceedingly interesting index to the actual re- 
maining resources of the Kussians in Sebastopol, alter a siege 
and active operations of eleven months* duration. 

The following is a list of the members of the commission 

Peench. 

Mazure, Gdndral d’Artillerie. 

Poldstrafie, Capitainc du Gdnie. 

Laurent, Lieutenant de Yaisseau. 

Cicoza, Capitaine d’Artillerie. 

Goutier, Adjoint a I’lntendance. 

Dc Calac, Capitaine d’Artillerie. 

Oadurst, Chef de Bataillon du Gdnie. 

Genoux de la Cochc, Capitaine de Pregate. 

La Cabrini^rc, Sous-intendont. 

English. 

Captain Drummond, E.N. 

Brigadier-General Dupuis, B.A. 

Major Staunton, E.E. 

Commander P. Martin, B.N. 

Assistant-Commissary-General Crookshank 

Captain Shaw, B.A. 

A. Bumble. 

Lieutenant Duller, B.!?, 

Captain Mmitagu, B.E. 

AssiiiHiant-Commissajy-General Lundy. 

Captain Dickson, B.A. 

A. W. Johnson, Secretary to the Commission. 
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It is genor^y known that Englishmen like to grumhlo. Is 
it true that England gives them reason for indiiilging in their 
notorious tendencies P Now, for instance, the doctors (in com« 
mon with neai'ly every class of officers) are highly indignant 
at the alleged neglect and indiiferenco of the authorities to 
their claims. Is it to he understood that English military 
surgeons are not entitled to any honorary reward P Lord Fan- 
XDure does not say so, but he lets Lord liaglan’s shade stand 
betwixt him and the angry doctors. The case stands thus 
After the publication of the recent lists of brevets, promotions, 
and decorations of the Bath, &c.. Dr. Hall, urged thereunto by 
sundry weighty considerations, addressed an energetic and 
reasonable letter to Dr. Andrew Smith, animadverting upon, 
or at least pointing distinctly to, the exclusion of the surgeons 
of the army from the rewards bestowed with no niggard hand 
upon their comrades of the Staff and of the regiments. Dr. 
Smith sent that letter to Lord Panmure, and his Lordship, who 
has not studied polemical divinity for northing, and is, more- 
over, a capital hand at finding out a good official excuse, replied 
to it, and met the case by a plea of confession and avoidance. 
Nothing would his Lordship be more ready, nothing was he 
more anxious to do, than to recommend deserving medical 
officers for promotion, but the fact was, that he was in utter 
ignorance of the deserts of the gentlemen in question, for, on 
looking to Lord Baglan’s despatehes, he found that the Eield- 
Marslial had never said a good word for any of that genus or 
species of man-militant. They could not even boast of the 
official damnation of a faint applause from head-quarters, nor is 
there much solid pudding to compensate for the want of empty 
praise from which they liave suffered. Although these officers 
do not wish to be placed under a ^tem of supervision like 
that of the French int^danoi^ they feel that such a course 
would at least relieve them firom much responsibility and con- 
sequent blame, and that it would secure to them special mention 
and official recognition of meritorious services or of extraordinary 
exertion. 

In one case, at least, 1 ]know for a fact that a General of 
Division, with many of the oaths which he lavishes in enforcing 
professions of earnestness and sincerityr declared to the principal 
medical officer of his division that he had intended to mention 
him specially to Lord liaglan, for his zeal and devotion after 
the battle of the Alma, but that ho had unfortunately forgotten 
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to do so in his despatch. However, he wouldi— ho would by 

, do so at once — ^write a despatch, and so on, Did he P If 

lie did, Lord Ka{;];lan never paid the least attention to it. The 
wretched jealousies of our system are contagious. The instant 
a civilian becomes connected with the army he is caught at 
once, arid becomes involved with A, B, or C, who has something 
or other to do with him. The military surgeons are jealous of 
— well, they do not like — the civil surgeons. The latter think 
the former assume too many airs, and that they despise the 
civil element, which is fresW from the hospitals, and knows 
a great deal more about the theories of the day than be* 
swoT-ded and bespurred fogies who swear by Lawrence or Lorr^. 
TJiere is an iiiterneciue battle of "corps,*’ which is chiefly de- 
voloptd in brisk aitairs of outposts. What roan of the Line or 
Guards is not " down *’ on the Engineers P What Engineer 
has recovered the mortal wounds inflicted on him by lazy soldiers 
who would not work in the trenches P Is not that " confounded 
!Naval Brigade, that gets all the praise,*' an eyesore and a 
stumbling-block to the ill-used siege train P Axe not the in* 
iantry tickled with ironical mirth at the notion that the cavalry 
have done anything P Are not the cavalry wroth that they 
should have been turned into draymen, porters, and hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the infimtry during the winter ? 
The Eoyal Horse Artillery have similar grievances. As to the 
contests between Commissariat oiEcers and Land Transport 
officers, if smothered by official forms they blaze below the 
paper. The defunct navvies waged korrida bella with the 
Commissariat department also. The Quartermaster-General’s 
department is t^ing to do as little as it can to comply with 
the large requests of the Army Works Corps, and the railway 
interest and the road-making are by no means on the best pos- 
sible terms. The Ambulance Corps, while it still existed in the 
body, was savagely tickled up, probed, walked into, reported 
upon, and attacked by the doctors ; and as to the method pur- 
sued in higher quarters — ^we are afraid to reveal the battlefields 
whereon so many of our soldiers perished in times gone by;-— 

** Tantsene animia ocdeatlbiit Irs?^ 

There is one part of Sir George Brown’s speech to which» 
though of no overwhelming importimee, I must in the interest 
of truth refer. The General sp^s of the beauty of Yama, and 
of its park-like scenery, adduoing these as presumptive evidence 
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that it was healthy. Now, Yama is by no means' beautiful ; 
nor is the district close to it remarkable for any such scenery 
as Sir George Brown, in his poetical enthusiasm, describes; 
but his language is applicable to Devno. If it was really in- 
tended for Varna, one can only say that the Light Division had 
YBvy little to do with the place. But does not Sir George 
Brown remember that Dr. Hall, at Lord Eaglan’s request, went 
out to report on the site of the camp at Devno, and that he at 
once condemned it the moment he saw it, and sent in a report, 
which Sir George in his obstinacy ignored, till he was forced 
to break up his camp, and retire in confusion and dismay by 
the attack of the cholera P 

At present the troops are in excellent health. Our strength 
is very considerable. It is almost as numerous as that with which 
the Duke fought the battle of Vittoria. The infantry numbers 
27,000 ; the cavalry 3,500 ; the artillery 9,000 — ^in fine. General 
Simpson has under his command not less than 38,000 effectives 
of all arms. There are few matters of complaint ; but an army 
is an insatiable creature, and its providers must be as thoughtM 
and foreseeing as ants. Supplies must come in beforehand 
in prodigious quantities, or we are starved out. A pile of stores 
disappears in a day. To all commissariat officers in charge at 
Balaklava it may be well said—" Nulla fronti " Have 
no faith in the front.” 

When we hear of deficient harvests and of a want of bread- 
stuffs at home, the recollection of the enormous quantities of 
wheat and com destroyed at Eertch seizes upon our minds. 
At the time it seemed wasteful, almost wicked, to bum this 
com, when we were bringing food at enormous expense from 
England and every country in the world. We are now sending 
agents to America to buy breadstuffs. Could not Sir George 
Brown have managed to cany^way a few of the millions of 
pounds of the precious article which were destroyed so reck- 
lessly P Verily, there is a Nemesis springs out of such deeds 
sooner or later, and ruin has not been long in attaining a dan- 
gerous maturity. We have been obliged to borrow flour from 
both French and Sardinians-^but then, it must be remembered 
that we consider it necet^iary to give our men bread four times 
a-week, though the French are contented if they get bread once 
a* week. Our stock of rum is exhausted. The rum-ships have 
not come in, and at present the whole army is drawing its 
supplies from the commissariat stores of the 4th Divisipn, where 
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Captain Dick, Land Transport Corps, and Deputy-Assistant 
Cominissaiy-General Barlee had accumulated rum for their men 
for seventy days- 

As an instance of other deficiencies, I may mention that the 
butchers embarked for the commissariat of the expedition have 
no implements to cany on their trade with, and that they can- 
not procure them in the camp, even though they were willing 
to pay for them. In the same way the soldiers on the roads 
have scanty and inadequate tools to work with, and those used 
during the siege by the army are worn out. Captain Foster, 
who ,is in charge of the Croat and civil labourers, will be obliged 
to go down to Constantinople in a few days to purchase tools, 
and, instead of getting good articles from England, we spend 
money and time in trying to repair those which are really use- 
less. The Sappers’ tools, which have been handed over to the 
men employed under the Army Works Corps here, are all that 
could be expected of them. 

Bui what are these evils when compared with those endured 
by our adversary P True, indeed, that of the condition of the 
llussian army encamped on the Bclbek nothing certain is known 
in camp, but the generals have means of information, the 
action and the results of which are not divulged. Now and 
then one gets a glimpse of the world beyond the adverse 
sentries. The pickets bring in some foot-sore, ragged, emaciated, 
sickly-looking deserter, who tells a sad tale of want and suffering. 
Is he a Dolon or not P That is the question. The deserters 
who come in to the Sardinians are sent to our. head-quarters ; 
those who surrender to the Turks are brought to the French 
Qaartier GSn4ral. The lost two who arrived at General 
Simpson’s were a Pole and a Bussian, and both were in such a 
condition as ^ to excite the Hveliest compassion among onr 
soldiers. Their clothes were in rags, and the fragments of theii 
boots scarcely clung to their feet. They came from the^ army 
near Baidar, and they stated that all the men were in the same 
state ; that all they had to eat was bread or biscuit aud barley, 
and that th^ get no meat, and had only occasional issues of 
quarter rations of vodka, or spirits. Their ofiicers told the 
troops that the allies were starving, and had no forage for their 
horses ; and these two men were observed to laugh and throw 
up their hands in surprise as they passed the great piles of pro- 
visions accumulated at our dep6t on the Col. They said they 
were laughmg at the lies which had been told to them. They 
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were in sucli a forlorn state that Colonel Blane, the kind and 
feeling commandant of the heiid-quarters* camp, sent down an 
active and intelligent non-commissioned officer. Sergeant Gilles- 
pie, of the Provost Marshal’s department, under whose imme- 
diate control all prisoners are placed, to the Kiissian stores at 
Sebastopol to get them great-coats and clothing, hut he could 
not find any boots, and it was observed that no boots were in 
store when the place was taken, and that the prisoners were 
very badly shod. This is very unusnal witli jtussian troops, 
and shows the straits to which their anny must be reduced. 
When the place was evacuated the English took sixty-two pri- 
soners, many of whom were drunk and asleep amid the ruins of 
the houses, and they were all badly dressed and ill provided 
with shoes or boots. The wounded men taken in recemt 
affairs of outposts by the Sardinians are in the same sad state, 
and the fact appears evident that the Russians arc rapidly de- 
clining in condition and in external efficiency. The men stato 
that they get 31b. of bread or l^lb. of biscuit a-day, and a little 
barley, which they boil into a kind of soup ; this constitutes 
their rations. Now and then, as I said before, they receive a 
small allowance of wheat or barley brandy. They arc kept 
alive by assurances that the allies must soon go, and then they 
will have (poor deluded creatures !) the spoils of the English 
camp, which is rich in everything but food. Most of these 
men are exceedingly tractable, and they are found to malcc 
excellent servants at head-quarters, so long as they arc not al- 
lowed to have rum. They are obedient, hard-working, and 
•easily contented, and their masters all speak highly of them. 
Since the war began we have had nearly 1000 of them at head- 
quarters, and very few of them have belied that character. One 
of them, a Polish non-oommissibned officer, was of great use as 
a spy, but he* was seized with an unconquerable desire to join 
the Polish Legion at Yama, and had got as far as Odessa, wlien 
ho was recognised and shot as a deserter. There are many 
races in the Russian army, but none set^m willing to desert ex- 
cept the Poles, and the number of these disaffected soldiers who 
hove come over to us is vexy small indeed. 

reference to a paragraph which you published from a con- 
temporary, classifying the regiments engaged in the attack on 
the Redan into English, Irish, and Scotch, in accordance with 
the names each of them bears, I can assure you nothing can be 
more fallacious than any deductions £com such daifa. It is not 
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by any means true that each regiment consists ip most part of 
natives of the province or county fi*om which it derives its name» 
or that it is oven raised in that p<art. For instance, a large 
proportion of tho 41st Welsh arc Irish, and that raiment till 
lately has been recruited in Ireland, but now orders have been 
issued to raise men in Wales, where the character and reputation 
of the regiment may at present exercise greater influence in 
procuring recruits. The 77th, which is called the East Middle- 
sex Kegimcnt, is composed almost exclusively of Irishmen j the 
3()th, or Cambridgeshire, also contains a very great number of 
Irishmen ; and the 90th, or Perthshire Volunteers, has quite as 
many men from Tipperary as from the shire it is named after. 
Tho same remark is true of many other regiments engaged ; 
but thorc are very few Irish in the Rifle Brigade, still fewer in 
the Highland regiments, and least of all in the Guards. The 
21st Korth British Fusiliers contains many Irish and many 
natives of Gloucester and Somersetshire — in fact, a regiment is 
constituted of natives of the districts into which it sends its re- 
cruiting parties and with which it has, as it were, a connexion, 
so that you will And a great number of tho Royal Artillery come 
frcm the north of Ireland, and of Riflemen from Kent, and of 
Marines from tho lilidland counties and seaport towns of Eng- 
land, and of the 71st Highland Light Inflintry from Glasgow. 
Tho names of the killed and wounded, though by no means a 
certain or accurate index of the districts from which regiments 
are recruited, generally furnish bases for a tolerably just ap- 
proximation to the truth. 

Considerable excitement exists among the crew of the Diamond 
at finding themselves excluded from the Crimean medal. They 
have been employed on shore since the commencement of Hie 
siege, assisting the operations of the army and supposing them- 
selves attached to it, and were thus excluded from all the 
honours of the navy. They have toiled without ceasing 
through the whole winter, and have been under arms whenever 
the Russians advanced on Balaklava. They fail in obtaining 
their medal simply because th^ are nobody's children. They 
are not returned as engaged wi^ the navy, neither do they ap- 
pear on the muster, roll of the army. The small part of the 
crew serving in the batteries before l^bastopol obtain the medal, 
but the majority, who were at Ralaklaya and the batteries about 
Balaklava, do not. 
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October 8 . 

General Simpson was this day presented by the Sultan's 
envoy with the Order of the Medjidie of the First Class, and 
with a magnificent sabre of honour incrusted with diamonds 
and precious stones, and Marshal Pelissier received a similar 
murk of the consideration of the Ottoman Porte. It is fair to 
believe there was some sort of ceremonial at our quiet and un- 
ostentatious head-quarters on the occasion. The Admirals came 
over from Kamiesch and breakfasted with the General. Lieu- 
tenant Geneste came down on board one of the small war steamers 
from the northward to Kamiesch, and visited head-quarters. 
He was exchanged or delivered up a few days ago by tho 
Russians, who have treated him with their usual politic kind- 
ness. The weather is dark, and the clouds Jire lowering to-day. 
A strong wind, amounting to half a gale, blows at times, mingled 
with rain. Everything is in readiness for the expedition, ex- 
cept tho sea. 

Odcher 4. 

The first brigade of the Fourth Division marched down to 
Kazatch this morning, and proceeded to embark on board tho 
ships, to which they were told off as speedily as circumstances 
permitted. They were minutely inspected by Sir Henry Ben- 
tinck, K.C.B., commanding tho division, who delivered a few 
words of advice, kindly meant and well received, before they 
left. Brigadier-General Spencer, commanding tho expedition, 
accomiianicd them half-way towards the port. The brigade is in 
very fine order, and forms a body of 3300 men, many of them 
tried soldiers, and others fine strong men, able to do anything, 
and in high spirits and courage. The Royal Marines began to 
embark on board the “St. Jean d* Acre,*’ which came round outside 
Balaklava for them, and the P. Field Battery, Captain Johnson, 
moved down to embark on board the ships told off for them in 
the harbour. 

October 6 . 

The preparations for the expedition and the embarkation of 
the artillery and stores continue. A large body of tho Royal 
Marine Light Infantry, so long encamped on the heights of 
itoiklava, were marched down to-day to the water’s-edge, and 
followed their comrades on board the “ St. Jean d’Acre” outside, 
to which they were conveyed in the “ Wallace” steam-tug. Her 
Majesty's steflber “ Triton,” Lieutenant A. D. W. Fletcher com- 
manding, received orders to prepare to join the expedition, and 



HARMLESS CANNONADES. 


241 


<^aptam Leopold Heath, R.N;,tho Suj)crmtendent of Transports, 
shifted his ilaj? to the “ Bucephalus’* transport, attended by his 
secretary, Mr. Barrs. The “ llipon” still remains outside the 
harbour, with the draughts of the Guards, of the 82nd Regiment, 
and of the Land Transport Corps, on board, as there is no room 
for her until the “ Medway” or some other vessel of equal size 
moves out. The “ Telegraph” is discharging a portion of her 
cargo of navvies belonging to the Army Works Corps. It has 
looked like rain all day, but only a few gentle showers have 
fallen. Early this morning it rained heavily at intervals, and 
Balaklava was uncomfortably muddy all day in consequence, 
but t^e sea is calm, and the wind has subsided. There are 
encouraging reports respecting the progress of the French 
towards the plateau of the Upper Belbck. In the front nothing 
is doing except the ordinary road-making, and the extraordinary 
drilling. The Russians keep up a slow, steady fire on the town, 
to which the French reply with their wonted alacrity, and the 
duels between the individual batteries sometimes swell into can- 
nonades, but not much h.arm is done on either side, except the 
knocking up of earth and stones, and some trilling casualties. 
The repetition of these sounds is in itself sufficiently ofiensivo, 
when wc fondly hoped, that wc had heard the last Russian gun 
from Sebastopol. Throughout the night the well-known flashes 
light up the sky, and the twinkling, revolving fuses still indicate 
the course of the shells, which look like so many shooting stars. 
The enemy are engaged hutting themselves and removing their 
stores towards the great depot between Inkermann and the 
Belbek. A strong body of cavalry was seen moving north- 
wards towards Simpheropol in the afternoon, accompanied, as 
usual, by a force of field guns* 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

PBEFABATIONS FOB AN EXPEDITION. 

Bad tools — The hon*owing system — Tlie Army Works Corps, and their 
model tents — Spoil tVom the to^vn — Trophies — Forts Alexander and 
Nicholas not indestructible — Inferior nature of the material of which 
they are constructed — The Catherine Boulevard of Seoastopol — Com- 
munications with the Russians — Their account of the capture of the 
MalakholT— Necessity of teaching our soldiers to work — Infi'riority of 
our troops to those of France and Russia in^this respect — I'ruth of the 
saying, “ More battles arc won by the spade than by the muslcet” — 
Dissatisfaction of the Frcncli at not receiving the clasp for their share 
in the battle oi Tnkcrmann — ^An Interchange of honours between the 
two nations desirable — General Simpson’s despatch respecting the 
operations of the 8th of September — Affability of the French autho- 
rities — The contrast afforded by the conduct of our own — The Adjutant- 
General — Extract from a circular addressed by the J^ukc of Wellington 
to all coinmauding officers of divisions and brigades, dated Frenada, 
November 28, 1812— Excellent cooking-houses and kitchens of tho 
19th and 48th Regiments— Fireparations for the expedition. 

Before Sebastopol, October 6. 

Thebe is not mucli to be said respecting the actual proceedings 
of the army, which at present mainly consist in preparations for. 
the winter on the plateau beibre Sebastopol, in dismantling the 
ruined houses of the city for wood, and in destroying the 
trenches for the sake of tho gabions, which burn very well and 
save fuel. Tho atteutioxt of all is directed to the secret expe- 
dition, the destination of which every one knows by this time, 
and I trust that my next letter may prove more interesting than 
the present is likely to bo. The road makes great progress. 
Upwards of 6000 men are engaged upon it daily, .and if Mr. 
Doyne could procure more tools from the Quartermaster-General 
the work would go on still faster ; but the fact is, that he 
experiences considerable difficulty in getting the authorities to 
compljj?,,with his requisitions, although he handed over the 
of the corps to them when he arrived in ithe Crimea. 
Labour is, however, ample, and is not denied; the tools which 
have been issued to Mr. Uoyne are worn out and woHhless, and 
we are guilty of the very bad economy, in a country like this, 
where skilled Labour costs so much, of repairing implements 
which have been damaged or used up, instead of issuing new 
ones. Many of these tools belong to the Engineers* depart- 
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merit, and have boon completely worked up by tho Sappers and 
Miners during the siege. It can scarcely be credited, but I am 
assured it is a fact, that tho butchers belonging to the Com- 
missariat who have just gone on board tho “ Indian** to accom- 
pany the expedition, have not, and cannot for lovo or money 
procure, high or low, the weapons of their trade. No, we are 
not perfect even yet. Though Sebastopol is ours, there are 
little blurs and blotches which might be removed from our 
administrative escutcheon by very small labours. , We borrow 
flour from the French, and we borrow flour from the Sar- 
dinians, and, indeed, as we are liberal lenders, they ennnot com- 
plain of our making such small requisitions upon them now and 
then. Our stock of rum runs so short that the regiments in front 
are drawing upon the depot of the Fourth Division for their 
supplies. ,Wliat would a rim of bad weather do P One eighth 
of our troops are still without huts; and the very latest and most 
improved corps sent out, with all tho modem improvements — 
the Army Works Corps — ^were provided with model tents, which 
in a few weeks were so thoroughly anniliilatcd, that there is 
scarcely one left among the corps. To get requisite tools for 
our Croats and labourers, Captain Foster is obliged to leave his 
duties for the time, and go to Constantinople for implements of 
Turkish manufacture, which 1 can from personal experience 
declare to bo bad, though nearly as good as our own. 

Sebastopol is gradually coming up piecemeal to the camp. 
Doors, windows, locks, hinges, fire-places, stoves, pictures, chairs, 
tables, beams of wood, roofing, ceiling, fiporing, sheet-lead, 
rolled copper, cut stone, crockery, and innumci’able articles of every 
description, are brought up by carts, horses, ponies, and by men, 
every day in great quantities, and are found most usefiil in the 
construction and ornamentation of our huts. Many articles of 
English workmanship abounded, and canary birds song and 
flowers bloomed amid all the murky horrors of these blood- 
stained casemates. All the shot and shell are to be collected, 
and the French give their soldiers about or 4c?. for each 
13-inch shell or large shot which they bring up to cci'tain 
dep6t^ indicated for the purpose. 1 am not aware if any efi^ 
of the kind is being made by ourselves, but 1 suspect there must 
be, as tlio shell and shot between tlie lines are gradually dlsapr 
pearing. . The thousands of tons of iron which cover the ten-aii^ 
for ten or twelve miles in length by five in breadth, are ** wortl^ 
the attention of Uie speculative cai^taJist," or at all events of 
B 2 
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the Government. There are very few officers who have not got 
some trophies ; arms of various descriptions, great coats, and 
helmets are the most common, but pictures of saints, often 
embellished by the finders with grotesque adornments of mous- 
tachios, short pipes, and ^e-glasses, and poHraits of the late 
Czar, which have not quite escaped the spirit of improvement 
manifested by our soldiery, are very common. Although the 
Forts Alexander and Nicholas are nearly intact — a portion of the 
curtain of the former was blown in by the explosion, but the rest 
of it remains entire, and Fort Nicholas is but slightly injured — 
the Bussians are resolved not to spare them, and the effect of 
their practice upon them proves that the stone of which they 
are com]K)sed would not resist a lengthened and continuous fire 
at close quarters. In other words, if a line-of-battle ship could 
get alongside without being sent to the bottom, she would soon 
rip up Fort Alexander, or any fort, such as Fort Constantine, 
built of similar material. The enemy suspect that the French 
are making a very heavy battery behind Fort Alexander, and 
they shell frequently in that direction ; and knowing the posi- 
tion of their mortar-battery behind Fort Nicholas, they direct a 
pretty constant vertical fire on the g^uard behind that worL 
When their shot hit the stones at the angle of the fort, they gene- 
rally split and break the outer masonry. The stones are of 
white freestone, cut in long parallelograms, and if a shot strikes 
the middle of a block it generally splits it right through, so that 
a few heavy projectiles at any one point would speedily destroy 
all cohesion, and crumble the wall into a breach. Still, the forts 
are beautifully built, and are of very great strength, notwith- 
standing the inferior nature of the bdl^g materi^. They are 
nil rcar^ upon Spacious vaults of solid masonry, and the case- 
mates, curtains, and parapets m of prodigious thickness, and of 
very superior ^ish and worSnansMp. As the d^Ms of the 
place is cleared away, it is seen that the ruin and injury of our 
bombardment were not so great and oomplete as we imagined. 
The Catherine Boulevard enables us to judge of what it once 
was, and the cathedral, two or three churches, and the theatre 
colild be readily restored td^^their proper uses; indeed, 1 have 
hwd that the French have oelebratkt high mass more tha^ 
once in the former edifice. 

A boat from the ** St. Jean d’Acre," under the charge of 
Ideutenaxvt Lewis Beynolds, was sent round from Kamiesch 
some time ago to the harbour, and is now employed, wbeneVer 
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a flag of truco appears, in communicating with the Bussians. 
It was at the request of Prince Gortschaikofr that this was done. 
The Prince, being pleased to consider that the south side of 
Sebastopol belongs to the allies, sent to suggest that it would 
save much time and inconvenience if a boat was kept in the 
Dockyard harbour, near Fort Paul, so as to be ready to go out 
with or for communications in cases of armistice, several of 
which, relating to prisoners’ property, exchange of letters, &c., 
have recently taken place. The Russians always come across 
in very well-appointed, handsome boats, manned with picked 
crews of well-dressed, clean-looking sailors, and the ofHcers sent 
on the duty are generally very accomplished linguists and 
agroeablo men. They are, however, very strict and very sharp 
in their practice as regards flags of truce, being extremely 
jealous of the smallest informaliiy, and quick in .firing the in- 
stant the flag of truce is hauled down. They insist that the 
Malakhoff was taken by a surprise, and that ill the garrison, 
except those who could get into the casemates, had gone off to 
enjoy their meals and midday when the French rushed in; 
but they admit that the town was getting too hot to hold them, 
and that our fire was too heavy to be much longer withstood. 
Had they possessed mortars with which to reply to our vertical 
fire, they say they would have held out for another year at least, 

** but the army of defence, with a deep seaway in its rear, with 
one flank menaced by a fleet and the other by the. works at 
Inkermann, so that in reality its centre only was effective, could 
not strategiccdly resist an army of attack which had such advan- 
tages of position.” Our neglected siege-train and Artillery and 
Naval Brigade, according to the Russians, took the town, as by 
their fire they made its defence impossible. During the . last 
two bombardments from French and English, the garrison '^ived 
in holes like rats,” and the telling-off of reliefs and moving of 
reserves were always attended wi^ danger and certain loss. It 
is to be hoped that our men in camp at Aldershptt and the 
Curragh will not be merely drilled and manoeuvred, but that 
they will be taught to work” above all things. As labourers, 
our soldiers are not equal to the French, and are far inferior ^ to 
the Russians. Our Engineers complain that the only regimem 
which work well are the Guards and some of the Rifle Brigade, 
and that the Irish and Scotch regiments do not know how to 
handle the tools used in military works. . In fact, only those 
soldiers who were originally agricultural laboi^rs, and were 
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thereforo used to the spado and pick, can get through the 
labours usually required for the construction of approaches or 
defences. Herdsmen, gillies, sword-dancers, huntsmen, deer- 
stalkers, mowers, hodmen, mechanics, and town labourers, how- 
ever strong, active, and willing, and wherever they come &om, 
cannot use the implements which are put into their hands by 
the Sappers and Miners, and it would be exceedingly desirable 
to teach men who may be employed in such works how to work, 
and what to do with the tools. Was it old Turenne who smd, 
“ more battles were won by the spade than by the musket” P 
We win all ours by the bayonet and musket alone, and we cer- 
tainly sulfcred great loss and were exposed to much disadvantage 
from not being able to approach within 200 yards of the Bedan, 
whereas the French got up to the abattis of the Malakhoff, and 
within 25 metres of the parapet. Our gallant allies could, 
indeed, spare more men to work, and could afford to lose more 
in the approaches, than wo could. That their labours were not 
light, or their casualties trifling, we may infer &om the fact 
that they lost no less than 04 oilicers of Engineers in the siege, 
of whom 30 wore killed. 

And here I may say that some feeling of chagrin has been 
created among those noble and trusty allies of ours who came to 
our aid at Inkermann, that they have not received the clasp for 
that great action. This acknowledgment of their services on 
the occasion they were somehow or other led to expect. 1 have 
often heard their officers declare what satisfaction and pride they 
fthould feel in exhibiting an English decoration on their breasts. 
Their order of the Legion of Honour is filled by selection, and 
not by a wholesale pitchforking of classes ; every man of equal 
rank, no matter what his merit or demerit, gets the same 
reward as his neighbour. There is no doubt that immense 
satisfaction would be caused, in lh>th armies if an interchange of 
honours could be arranged betwjsen the two nations. A strong 
hope and ofben-express^ belief that such on arrangement would 
be effected will meet a painful disappointment should it not be 
carried into effect 

' (General Simpson’s despatch respecting the operations cm the 
8th ^ gf September hsa given considerable satisfhotion to the 
army» It is said to be judicious and wellwritten, though very 
coDoise, and it affords evidence that the Commander-in-Chief can 
Xue above the veiy dead level of the uninteresting General Orders 
whidi will make the records of this army intolerable to the 
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patience and not easy to the digestion of the most resolute and 
liavdy antiquarian in times to come. Who will venture to pub- 
lish our past despatches P And yet we have notable penmen at 
liead-quarters, who are at their vocation night and day, and who 
injure their temper and manners by incessant scrivonery, the 
results of which are buried in the pigeon-holes of Whitehall, 
never to be seen even in the lively pages of a blue-book. The 
French authorities enter less into detail and exhibit less pen- 
manship, and are, perhaps, therefore, more polite and aifablo to 
strangers than our ovm good gentleman. If an Englishman 
presents liiinself at the French head-quarters, or makes any 
application in writing for passes to the trenches, or such slight 
facilities, he is presented with them at once, in a manner which 
onliiincos the value of the obligation. Should he write to the 
Adjutant-General of the English army, the chances are that he 
will never receive any answer to his letter, although his request 
be of the smallest kind, unless indeed he happens to belong to 
the dii miH43Tes^ or possesses such recommendations as have full 
consideration in the eyes of that dignitary of the army. 

In fact, poor Colonel Pakenliam has so much writing to do 
that he cannot spare time to reply to the most civil communica- 
tion in the world. I recommend amateurs and travelling gentle- 
mcii, unless they belong to the privileged class of which I have 
spoken, not to trouble him. Procul / oh / proml este profanu 
You will get short Pythonic answers— it is well if they are 
nothing woi*se- 7 -to your verbal applications, and no reply at all 
to your letters. However, Colonel Pakenham is believed to be 
a good man of business, a rare arithmetician,’* and a subtle 
** totter up” in addition ; he has industrioas habits, is of a seden- 
tary disposi^on, has a studious turn in the matter of returns, 
regimental reports, and such-like literature, and is so far a most 
excellent and useful Adjutant-General. What does the army 
want more ? 

And now — even How— it is not too late to reproduce a 
despatch of a very different character from those we read of in 
the London Qaasetto or in General Orders. It is, indeed, no less 
applicable to this army, now about to winter in Crimea, than 
it was to another army when it was written, and the truths it 
contains are as patent and as pregnant trith vrine and interest as 
tliey were nearly half a century ago. The writer says, — 

“ I have no hesitation in attributing these evils*^^ irregn- 
larities, of bad cooking, and of want of disoipline^to the habi- 
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tual inattention of the officers of regiments to their duty, as 
prescribed by the standing regulations of the service, and by the 
orders of this army. 

** 1 am far from questioning the zeal, still less the gallantry 
and spirit, of the officers of the army ; and 1 am quite certain 
that if their minds can be convinced of the necessity of minuto 
and constant attention to understcuj:h recollect, and carry into 
execution the orders which have been issued for the performanco 
of their duty, and that the strict performance of this duty is 
neccssaiy to enable the army to serve the country as it ought to 
be served, they will in future give their attention to these 
points. 

“ Unfortunately, the inexperience of the officers of the army 
has induced many to consider that the period during which an 
army is on service is one of relaxation from all rule, instead of 
being, as it is, the period during which, of all others, every rule 
for the regulation and control of the conduct of the soldier, for 
the inspection and care of his arms, ammunition, accoutrements^ 
necessaries, and field equipments, and liis horse and horse 
appointments — for the receipt, and issue, and care of his provi- 
sions, and the regulation of all that belongs to his food and the 
forage for his horse — must be most strictly attended to by the 
officers of his company or troop, if it is intended that an army 
—a British army in particular — shall be brought into the field 
of battle in a state of efficiency to meet the enemy on the day of 
trial. 

These are the points, then, to which I most earnestly 
entreat you to turn your attention and the attention of the 
officers of the regiments under your command — Portuguese as 
well as English — during the period in which it m^y be in my 
power to leave the troops in their cantonments. The command- 
ing officers of regiments must enforce the orders of the army 
regarding the constant inspection and superintendence of the 
officers over the conduct of the men of their companies in their 
cantonments ; and they must endeavour to inspire the non-com- 
missionn^ffioers with the sense of their situation and authority; 
and ^j^-oQUunissioned offifiers must be farced to their duty, by 
bepig instantly under 4he view and superintendence of the 
officers'. By these means, the frequent and discreditable reeourso 
to tjhe authority of the provost, and to punishments by the sen- 
tence of courts-martial, will be prevented, and the soldiers will 
not dare to commit the offisnees and outrages of which there are 
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too many complaints, when they well know that their ofKcei’s and 
their iion-conunissioned officers have their eyes and attention 
turned towards them. 

The commanding officers of regiments must likewise enforce 
tliG orders of the army regarding the constant, real inspection, 
of the soldiers* arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and neces- 
saries, in order to prevent at all times the shamefal waste of 
ammunition, and the salo of that article and of the soldiers' 
necessaries. With this view both should be inspected daily. 

** I)i reyard to. the food of the soldier, I have frequently 
observed and lamented in the . late campaign the facility and 
celerity with which the J^ench soldiers cooked in comjparison 
with those of our army. 

“ The cause of this disadvantage is the same with that of eveiy 
other description — the want of attention of the officers to the 
orders of the army, and the conduct of their men, and the con- 
sequent want of authority over their conduct. Certain men of 
each company should be appointed to cut and bring in wood ; 
others to fetch water, and others to get the meat, &c., to be 
cooked ; and it would soon be found that, if this practice were 
daily enforced, and a particular hour for seeing the dinners and 
for the men dining named, as it ought to be, equally as for 
parade, the cooking would no longer require the inconvenient 
length of time which it has lately been found to take, and the 
soldiers would not be exposed to the privation of their food at 
the moment at which the army might be engaged in operations 
with the enemy. ■ 

** You will, of course, give your attention to the field exercise 
and discipline of the troops. It is very desirable that the 
soldiers should not lose the habits of march mg, and the division 
should march ten or twelve miles twice in each week, if the 
weather should permit, and the roads in the neighbourhood of 
the cantonments of the division should be dry." 

Ifow, the writer of this ** offensive production " was Arthur 
Duke of Wellington, and it is an extract of a circular addressed 
to all commanding officers of divisions and brigades, dated 
Frenada, 19’ov. 28, 1812. It was not the Duke's province to 
inquire into the reason of " this want of attention to the men " 
of which he complains ; but in a service in* which thbre are only 
two captains in a regimoat, and all the other officers except the 
colonel and major ore boys who have seen but a few wpeka* 
service, intent only on champagne, tarts, good grub, dog-huntSr 
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and horse-races, it is not wonderful if the same thing occurs in 
the Crimea in November, 1866. Spero meliora. It would be 
unjust to say that the British soldier has not admirable raw 
material provided by Government for him now, and many regi- 
ments possiiss most excellent cooking-houses, built under the 
direction of tlieir officers. 1 was particularly struclt by the 
number and neatness of those of the 1.8th Eegiment, and poor 
Colonel Unett, of the 19th, worked very havit in erecting some 
excellent kitchens for his regiment, an^ even invented a plan of 
baking bricks, manufactured out of the earth in the ’neighbour- 
hood, for the purpose. There is really very little news. General 
Simpson has refused the sabre of honour presented to him by 
the »Sultan, as well as the Order of the Medjidio, till he receives 
the command and permission of Her Majesty to accept and 
wear them. 

The preparations for the expedition, of which I sent you a 
few details, continue. All the French and English troops are 
embarked. General Vivian, of the Turkish Contingent, with 
some officers of his staff, is on board the “ Indian,” but it is sup- 
posed ho is only waiting for a passage to Eupatoria, where a 
portion of his force has already landed. The Light Cavalr* 
Brigade, under Lord George Paget — the 4th, 13ih, 12th, anu 
17th — will proceed at once in the same direction, t« reinforce 
the French cavalry, consisting of the 8th Hussars, 0th J"''- igoons, 
and the 8th Dragoons. 

The secret expedition will leave Kamiesch to-morrow at 
noon. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Highlanders under orders for embarkation — Departure of the Light 
Cavalry — Expeditions the o^ler of the day— Freedom of the army 
from disease — Second summer — Probable destination of the expedition 
— Peaccfhl toils — The Russian fire— Domestic arrangements — Hutting 
and road-making — Dwellers in a camp— Drainage — Promotion of 
Colonel Windham -Lord William Faulet— Hiss Nightingale— Expec- 
tation that the Russians will evacuate tlie North side— Conflagrations — 
Coiin^ orders— Lord Ponipure’s telegraphic message— The expe- 
dltStm oountermanded— Direction of the campaign by the home autbo- 

Sebastopol, Odobtr 16 . 

Ai^ZtRASANTBB Spot for a camp, in such sunny and delightful 
weather as we at present enjoy, could hardly be found, than the 
elope beyond the village of Kamara, on which the Highlanders 
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have pitched their tents, and whitlier materials for huts have 
already been sent in large quantities. Great, nevertheless, was 
the satisfaction of that gallant Division — now so long inactive- 
on learning two days ago that it was under orders to embark 
for Kupaloria. It was said the embarkation would take place 
lo-day, but it will hardly be in. il Wednesday. Transports are 
reported to be Avanting, but that is improbable, for Ealaklava 
harbour is crowded with .-ihippiiig to such an extent, that vessels 
v/hich arrived on Fiiii.iy J oruing had not obtain(*d admission 
yesterday. It take*' liJle time to get the necessary land 
transport supplies, baggage, <fec.^on board, especially when, as in 
this case, the troops .ire ordered to take with them as much of 
their heavy baggage us they can. From this wo infer that they 
Avill probably winter at Eupatoria, and not necessarily be im- 
mediately engaged in active operations. On the other hand, 
the fh'parture of the Light Cavalry, under Lord Gcorgo Paget, 
Avould lead us to believe that fighting is meant. There can 
hardly be an intention of keeping them at Eupatoria all the 
winter, since stables are now in course of erection near Scutari, 
and on an island in the Sea of Marmora, which will be amply 
fcjulficient to receive the whole of our cavalry and horse-artillery, 
Ji has, indeed, been jiositively stated that these are to bo 
quavtcK.’d there until spring. A large number of French 
(P- 000 or 16,000) are to embark at Kamiesch, where, according 
i'j »iie rumour, the Highlanders are also to embark,' as it is tlie 
iicai'est port for Eupatoria. Expeditions are quite the fashion 
of the moment, and had wo the prospect of two or three months' 
fine weather, we should be bound to suppose tliat an important 
combined operation was about to be entered upon. But, judging 
from precedent and probability, two or three weeks must bring 
the campaign to a close. At present the weather is all that 
could be desired. The sun, which renders that little kettle, 
Ealaklava harbour, still oppressively hot, is tempered on the 
heights by refreshing breezes ; the ground is oveiy where diy— 
the atmosphere pure and healthy. Never was our army, since 
its first landing, so free from dis^e as at the present moment. 
But this second summer may any day be brought to a close, 
and exchanged for a season of rain and tempest. It will be 
unusual, not to say extraordinary, if such be not the case early 
in November. Brief time, thereimu, remains for the, expeditions’ 
to carry out their objects, whatever those be ; but there will be 
abundant leisure, when the rain descei^ds in the cascade-Hke 
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feshion common in the Crimea, and tho wind shakes our hnts 
and blows our tents about our ears, for those in authority to 
regret the months wasted after the fall of Southern Sebas- 
topol. 

Tho five regiments of cavalry (4th and 13th Light Dragoons, 
12th and 17th Lancers, and Carbineers), the Highlanders, and 
12,000 French, are believed to be all bound for Eupatoria. 
Captain Montague's company of Sappers and Miners forms part 
of the expedition. 

This camp, recently tho nearest to the briskest part of tho 
siege, and into which Bussian projectiles not unfrequently 
obtruded, is now tranquil and laborious, like some new settle- 
ment in Australian bush or America's back woods. Peaceful 
toil has succeeded the din of war. Except the cannonade from 
the north side, which is at times rather boisterous, not a sound 
is heard that indicates tho vicinity of a foe. The Russians, as if 
to vent their rage for their recent reverse, continue to pound 
away at intervals at the niins of the town they have been forced 
to abandon. They do little harm to us, and might as well save 
their ammunition, which they often condescellid to expend even 
on a single soldier, of whom they may catch a glimse, wandering 
among tho broken walls or across the plain. Yesterday our old 
friend Bilbouquet, long silent, opened his mouth, and sent a 
couple of shot either at the works by Traktir Bridge, or at 
something he saw moving in the valley below his muzzles. To- 
day the Russian guns are nearly mute, and the stillness con- 
trasts strikingly with the uproar we were here so long acens- 
iomed to. The silence would be quite solemn did not the tap 
of the builder's hammer replace in some degree the crack of the 
rifle, and the rumble of carts the roar of the cannon. The 
English army, convinced that it is to winter in its present camp, 
has set seriously to work, to guard itself from the inclement 
weather from which it last yiar suffered so grievously, and to 
make itself as comfortable as possible. Officers and men are 
busy with domestic arrangements. Hutting and road-making 
are the^ occupations of the hour, and rapid is the progress made 
in l^iienever we abandon this encampment we shall leave 

akkieaf a town behind us. . Strong wooden huts are springing 

on every side, and here and there, a sedid stone dwelling is 
in course of construction. Lots of chimneys will smoke tois 
Christmas on the heights before Sebastopol, and, doubtless,- 
many a good dinner will be eaten on that day, and many aglass 
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emptied to those memories and hopes of home which are the 
sole consolation for the many privations that must be endured, 
even under the most favourable circumstances, by the dwellers 
in a camp. It is now pleasant to contrast the sufferings of last 
winter — the cold, exposure, famine, and want of clothing then 
endured — with the prospect of plenty and almost of comfort 
during that which approaches, and to observe the activity that 
prevails in endeavours to make the most of the ample means 
supplied. The necessary roads progress rapidly towards com- 
pletion. Drainage is not neglected, and, indeed, it is a question 
whether it be not almost overdone. Some of the ditches, dug along 
each side of roads, and around stores, hospital huts, and other 
establishments, are of formidable width and depth, and of a dark 
night are likely to prove dangerous pitfalls to wanderers through 
the camp, especially if they have been taking just one more 
tumbler** in the quarters of some hospitable friend. On the 
other hand, where the rains in this place frequently descend in 
torrents, and while the water sweeps down the slopes in sheets 
and floods, deep drainage is essential if we are not to live in a 
quagmire, as we hitherto have done as often as the weather has 
been wet. To the wholesome labour and activity that now pre^ 
vail, as well as to the fineness of the weather, the healthy con* 
dition of the aimy is doubtless due. 

Last night*8 General Orders contained full confirmation of 
news that had reached us a few days previously — namely, the 
promotion of Colonel Windham to the rank of Major-General 
"for distinguished services in the field,'* and his appointment to 
the command of the Fourth Division, with which he served as 
Assistant-Quartermaster-General ^til he was named (less than 
two months ago) to the command of that brigade of the Second 
Division, fit the head of which he fought so gallantly on the 8th 
of September. The fiat of the Horse Guards is in this instance 
stamped and confirmed by the approbation and applause of the 
army. Envy alone could grudge General Windham the rank 
to whidi his judgment, coolness, and intiqpidity, ao fully entitle 
him. 

Lord William Paulet has assumed the command of the 2nd 
brigade of the Fourth Division, and occupies General Bentinck's 
old quarters on Cathcart*s-hill, trhere, unlike the previous 
tenant, he may dwell quietly without lisk of a c^non-hall 
plumping into his soup-tureen or tumbling into his bed. Miss 
Nightingale is at the Castle HospitaL 
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Tuesday Morkitio. 

Late last nij^ht a memorandum was issued, to the effect, that 
from to-day (tlic 16th) until further orders, the whole of the 
army should he under arms at half-past 5 a.m., and remain 
until dismissed by generals commanding divisions. Working 
parties, for railways, roads, &c,, will come on duty at 9 instead 
of 8 A.M., tills delay is granted in order to give the men time to 
breakfast and rciresh themselves after the turn-out. There 
seems to be some expectation that the Bussians intend evacuat- 
ing the north side. They yesterday made a great fire on their 
left of Fort Catherine. It is supposed they were burning stores. 
They had a large depot of coal just about the place where Uio 
fire was. On Saturday night the reflection of an extensive con- 
flagration was visible from the camp, and might he still more 
plainly seen from higher points in this neighbourhood. It was 
in the direction of !l^kshIsorai. Wc are still in ignorance of 
the cause. 

The Highlanders have received counter orders. Some say 
that the 2nd and 3rd Divisions will go in their stead ; others 
that the expedition is entirely abandoned, except as regards the 
cavalry, which have actually gone, that is to say— aU, or the 
greater part. 

• 12 O’CLOCK. 

The expedition to Eupatbria has been countermanded, in con- 
sequence of a telegraphic message from Lord Panmure, to the 
effect that the Bussians meditated on attack. Inkci^nann is the 
quarter in which it seems to ho expected. It is difficult to say 
what the Bussians think to gain by attacking ns now. The lire 
seen on Saturday night is believed to have been at a village 
about three miles on this side^of Bakshiserai. Such, at least, 
is the result of the calculations made by our engineers, who 
took an observation at bead-quarters and another at Balaklava. 
They have thus ascertained che spot with tolerable accu]*acy. 

Of the expedition to Eiq^atoria the following troops are 
countermanded — viz., the Highlanders, two batteries of artillery, 
and the company of Sappers. The cavalry has sailed. I have 
not yet4|j|||[d whether they ^ to proceed, or whether they will 
be brougnt back. The^ were ordered to embark several days 
before tWe was any question here of sending other troops. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Kcws of the Kinbum expcdition-^The accuracy’ of Lord Panmure's infor- 
mation, relative to a projected attack by the Russians, questioned*— 
Another telegraphic report— No signs of a Russian retreat — Our inaction 
Sebastopol — Dangers of visiting the town — ^Disabled cannon — For- 
midable appearance of the Redan and the Malakhoff— Russian hiding 
places — Sebastopol literally riddled with shot — Strange effects of the 
bombardment — News of the repulse of the Russians at Kars— The 
victory at Kars and. the capture of Kinburn great triumphs — Why was 
not more attempted ? — A head to devise wanting — Rumours of a Russian 
advance — French review — Labours of Mr. Doyne, superintendent of 
the Army Works Corps — New roads — Mr. Doyne's plan for stations 
and police — Review of the French army — The Imperial Guard- 
Grenadiers, Chasseurs, Zouaves, Kngineers, and Artillery of the Guard 
in brilliant array — ^Admiration of the English officers for the Chasseurs 
and Zouaves — Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Bentinck’s testimony to 
the good conduct and services of the gallant Fourth Division— Iire- 
gularity in the delivery of newspapers by the post. 

Sebastopol, October 20. 

TVandebebs abroad are generally longer in giving news of their 
whereabouts than anxious or impatient friends at home think 
reasonable and right, and accordingly when eight, nine, ten, and 
even eleven days elapsed without intelligence arriving from the 
Kinburn expedition, all wondered and many were uneasy, General 
Simpson being among the latter. Yesterday morning, however, 
we were all relieved and gladdened by learning the capture of 
Kinburn and the blockade of the Dnieper, the nows of which 
came by telegraph vid Varna. We have few details, but. the 
Russiaus apparently offered considerable resistance before sur* 
rendering. In General Orders last night the little that has been 
ascertained was communicated to the army, and before this letter 
reaches England, you will probably know much more on the 
subject than we do at present. Here, at Sebastopol, nothing has 
been going on, and, in the absence of events, we are left to 
reflect upon the past, and to speculate on the future. In the 
hasty lines I added to my last letter, just before post hour, I 
mentioned that the prcjected expedition to Eupatoria had been 
given up, an attack t^n our own lines being expected. Accord- 
ingly, since then we have been turning out before daybreak 
every morning, and occasionally at other hours also. Late on 
Wednesday night the reserve ammunition was warned to be 
ready early in the morning, as there was every probability of 
an attack. On Thursday forenoon the French were formed up 
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in the Valley of the Tchcmaya, awaiting a foe who came not. 
Yesterday, about noon, movements of troops were made ; and it 
was reported that large masses of Eussians Averc visible. There 
is much note of preparation and tlK frequent clash of arms, but 
nevertheless many here are of opinion — some of them persons 
whose opinion has weight — that our Muscovite friends havc^not 
the remotest idea of attacking us, and that Lord Panmure’s 
information to a contrary effect, derived from llerlin, proceeds, 
in fact, from St. Petersburg, or at flny rate from friends of our 
enemies, who desire to prevent us from taking advantage of what 
little fine weather remains to undertake fresh expeditions. If 
this be the case, how heartily the Russians and their underhand 
favourers must have laughed when they heard of the trip to 
Eupatoria having been abandoned ! On Wednesday the telegraph 
brought fresh information, originating from Vienna, to our head- 
quarters, which was to the effect that the Russians were about 
to abandon the north side. At present there are no visible 
signs of such approaching evacuation, nor is there any probable 
reason to assign for it, excepting one, which is, that the Russians 
find it impossible to supply their army during the winter. On 
this point opinions differ Avidely. Some think that the Russians 
will experience no difficulty in bringing enough supplies by the 
road from Perekop ; others doubt that road being sufficient, and 
ore also of opinion that the Russian means of transport Avill run 
short. It is pretty certain that no largo dcp6t of provisions 
exists near at hand, and also that none ever existed, not even at 
the commencement of the siege. Last winter the Russians, — 
who doubtless never oontcmplatcd a siege of anything like such 
duration, nor probably an attack at all by land, and had made 
sure of speedily beating off any naval force brought against 
their great fortress — ^had a consent stream of supplies pouring 
into the town. It may be urged that they have taken advantage 
of the summer to lay in stores ; but the drought of that season 
is as unfavourable to such an operation as the wet and cold a.nd 
heavy roads of winter ; and, unless by camels, which can do bulb 
little, transport continues very difficult. Taking a fair and un- 
prejudiced view of all the chances and probabilities, Ido not 
think they can have done more than make the supply meet the 
demand; and even that, we have reason to believe, at times but 
scantily. Their loss of beasts of draught and burden^’ must 
have been prodigious, and the wear and tear of their ill-made 
cai-ts proportionatclv large. The chief motive for striving to 
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retain their present position probably is that, in the event of 
negotiations for peace being carried on this winter, these would 
b() conducted more favourably to them whilst they still have a 
footing in the Crimea than if they Jiad moved out of it, leaving 
ns to garrison Sebastopol and Simpheropol; and, if w'e chose, to 
transport our arm}' to the Danube and to Asia. 

In Sebastopol itself there is notliing new. The Russians 
continue firing at the town, with little reply from the French. 
They fire principally at Sebastopol Proper, but now and then 
drop a shot or sliell into tlic Karabclnaia, and sometimes take 
tlie flagstiiff on the Malakhofl' for their mark. It is difficult 
to undei-stand why we spare them so much, unless it be that we 
expect them soon to walk away, and leave us their north side 
foj-ts in good order and condition, which would be expecting 
ratlier too much. There can be no difficulty in forming batteries 
of heavy guns, with which to knock some, at least, of their 
defences about their eiu's. Outside the town the French are 
hard at work levelling their siege works, filling up trenches, Sus., 
though why they should take that trouble it is hard to say, 
unless they contemplate the probability of Sebastopol being 
garrisoned by the «allies, and they, in their turn, besieged by the 
Russians. Visitors to the exterior works continue to be occa-' 
sionally pretty numerous ; fewer ][)ersoas go into the town, the 
fire, which sometimes is really heavy, rendering a visit un- 
pleasant. A more curious si)ectacle is assuredly nowhere to be 
found than in the space comprised between the lines where our 
batteries once stood and the harlx>ur of Sebasto])oI. The ground 
in parts is literally <paved with sliot sunk in the earth, above 
which tlie upper surface scarcely rises ; there are ditches and 
trenches in which they lie as Hiick as apples in a basket ; in 
some places numbers of them have been buried. You see them 
of every size, from the huge 68-pounder down to the diminutive 
grape — jolly little fellows, of a pleasant vinous appellatiou, but 
very nasty to run against as they are passing through the air. 

to the fragments of shell, you might macadamize roads with 
them-^jagged, rusty bits of iron, infinitely various in size and 
form ; one thinks, as one looks at them, how many a stout and 
galWt fellow received his quietus from some of tlicm before 
they fell to the ground after their diverging upward Bight. 
Then you come upon ill-treated cannon, some trunnionless, 
others with muzzles knocked off, some burst into two or three 
pieces, and others bearing indentations as from the hammer of a 
TOL. II. s 
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Cyclops. You walk up into tlie Kedan — into the MolakliolF, if 
the French sentries object not — and you marvel at the huge 
dimensions of those tamous works, and fuel more surprised at 
their havmg ever become ours than at their Jiaving so long 
resisted the utmost (jtlbrts of Fiiglish and French. They arc 
indeed a mcdle}’^ of enonnous earthworks, huge lumps of stone, 
heaps upon heaps of shot and broken shell and damaged guns, 
everything rugged and battered — a work of giants reduced to 
chaos. And then the gloomy, fetid bomb>prools, in which for so 
long a time the stubbom Eusaians lurked — they are wretched 
}iolc.s, worse than most dungeons. A minutely accui’ato drawing 
of as much of the Malakhotf or the Eedan as an artist could 
embrace at 3, view, would give a Letter idea of the nature of the 
difTiCulties which the besiegci's had to surmount, than any 
attempted sketch of the fight. 

The state of the town itself is the Lest proof of the enormous 
loss the Eussians must have suffered during this lOng and 
eventful siege, and especially towards the close, when no part of 
the south side seems to have escaped our projectiles. The place 
is literally riddled with shot. You come upon all kinds of 
fantastical shattering — houses still standing which, according 
to all one’s previous notions of support and balance, ought to 
fall to the ground ; walls with huge holes through them ; roofs 
in rags ; and everywhere, within and without the place, the 
ground is ploughed up into great holes, by the bursting of 
shells. 

The news of the repulse, :ind the very heavy loss sustained by 
the Eussians at Kars, is fully conlirmed. The English oiricers 
there are said to liave highly distinguislied themselves. This 
severe check, and the captuie of Kinburn foits and tho garrison, 
must be a great discouragement to the enemy. The success of 
the expedition makes one doubly regret that more has not been 
imdertaken, and that so utUe profit has been made of the 
six weeks that have now elapsed since tlie capture of Sebastopol. 
It is.s^^est that we liave ample means at our oommand^ jUld 
tiiiat WflSl^ver is ordered, within reason, will be triumphaidii^y 
execute^lby the zeal, skill, %nd courage of our officers and man, 
even though, as at Kinl am, our line of battle-ships have to be 
taken where there are but two feet of water under f^ek keels. 
What is wanting is, a head, to devise and decision and' prompti- 
tude in command. It were unfair not to make due allowanoes 
&r some difficulties and obstacles of which we know nothing, 
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1)Tit we should bo over-indulgent and ovcr-credulous if we 
admitted that all bad been done as it ought. 

12 O’CLOCK. 

The enemy is said to be clearing roads through the brush- 
wood down from Mackenzie’s Farm, and to have planted ibur 
guns to command the causeway across the marsh at the mouth 
of tho Tchemaya. This looks as if tliey contemplated an att:ick 
in force along our line, but I persist in thinking that tlieir 
apparent preparations for action are lUiidc merely for the purpose 
of deceiving us. 'fhe “Russians arc the most patient and 
laborious people in tlio world for ru.s'cs de gticrvc of that 
kind. 

'fhe French hold a grand review at two this afternoon, in tho 
plaiji by ICadikoi. They are now marching down — Imperial 
Guards, Zouaves, die., all in fine order, and brilliant in 
appearance. 

JIoNDAY, 22. 

Mf. Doyne, the indefatigable superintendent of tho Army 
Works Corps, proceeds vigorously with his labours. Itoads arc 
being opened out in all directions. There are about twenty 
miles in progress. The pains that arc taking with their con- 
struction and its excellence .appeared almost superfluons to some 
of the military bigwigs here, but before we have got through 
our four months’ winter they will probably change their opinion 
on that head. The number of men employed is very consider- 
able. To-morrow 86(X) soldiers go on work, besides lOlX) 
Croats and the Anny Works Corps, which, notwithstanding its 
losses from sickness, still numbers 1(X)0 or 1100 men, and 
expects to be reinforced from England to the extent of some 
hundred more. Tho wimt of pro])er system and organization 
which has been so often and deplorably exposed during this 
war and in this army, is here again visible. With different 
arrangements half the men, perhaps a quartci^of them, could do 
the w<lrk of tho whole 10,000, and probably do it better, 
heeause they would be less crowded. The men employed to 
w6rk should bo camped near their work till it is completed, 
instead of having to march long distances to and fro; Thua^ 
for instance, a regiment of the Third Division, at tibe furthert 
extremity of the camp, marches dow daily to work at Balaklavia^ 
returning, at night, daily performing a distance of nearly fifteen 
miles. Of course, this is just so much power of work taken oat 
of the men, and tho army is now full of boys, whose immature 
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strength is not equal to a good hard day’s work. It cannot, in 
fact, be got out of them, even though they had not to walk 
long distences to it. The only reason 1 can imagine for keep- 
ing the men, as many of them are kept, so far from their work, 
is, that if men go officers must go too, and we have all been 
making ourselves too comfortable up here, willingly to shift our 
quarters, even for a time. However, +hcre is now no time to 
£ght the battle of better organization ; the most must be made 
of what fine weather remains, and, in spite of all obstacles and 
difficulties, the work, by dint of numbers, progresses briskly. 
J hear that Mr. Doyne is desirous of having the roads divid<xl 
into miles, and at every mile to have a station-hut and a lamp, 
with a corporal and two men to act as police. This is an ex- 
cellent plan, which may be carried out with very little trouble 
and expense, and will facilitate the portioning out of rftpaim and 
work upon the roads. Truly, with all these civilized innova- 
tions this nook of the Crimea will hardly know itself this winter. 
We hear nothing but the clatter of the spade and the thud of 
the pick, varied by frequent explosions of small mines, with 
which builders and road-makers get rid of the blocks of rock 
that impede their work, and on all sides one secs showers of 
figments driven into the air, sometimes to the height of 500 or 
600 feet, by the force of the powder. Besides working at tho 
roads, parties are busy at various small jobs, clearing wells, &c. 
Water is again getting scarce, and, in the prevision of a possible 
continuance of the present dry weather, no large quantities are 
allowed to be taken from the tanks, except by order from the 
Quartermaster-General’s department. 

As regards militaxy operations there is literally nothing 
worth recording since my last letter. . The Russians remain 
very quiet, and so do we. There is not much firing fi*om the 
noiih side ; now and then some artillery officer, as if suddenly 
exasperated, jum^s up in a lury, and fires hali-a-dozen mortars 
at once; but, as far as I can see, the French are not much 
annoyed by this, and scarcely take the trouble to reply. In the 
cavahy pU^on Saturday afternoon our allies treated the Rus- 
sians ta#llne view of the Imperial Ghiord. General M^Mahon^ 
having assumed commahd of the coT>p 9 d'armSe of reserve, 
passed it in review. I rode down there after sending oft’ my 
despatch, and the sight was certainly very fine, and highly 
creditable in every way to the French army. Grenadiers, 
Chasseurs, Zouaves, Engineers, and Artillery of the Guard, were 
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drawn up across the plain in a long line, through which the 
general rode, followed by a numerous staff, to which Sir Colin 
Campbell and a lai'ge number of English oflicers had temporarily 
attached themselves. The Grenadiers looked martial and im- 
posing in their long blue coats and lofty bearskins, the Chasseurs 
smart and active in their most excellent and service-like cos- 
tume ; the Zouaves, as usual, picturesque and effective. These 
two corps, the Chasseurs and Zouaves, excite the warm admira- 
tion of our officers, and are probably the most perfect soldiers in 
the world — I do not mean in respect of fighting, although they 
are no fools at that, but with respect to all their military 
qualities and accomplishments, as well as to their dress and 
equipment, their powers of marching and endurance — every- 
thing, in short, that constitutes perfection in • a soldier. They 
really looked magnificent on Saturday — an honour to their 
service, and a credit to the system and officers by which such 
soldiers are made. The day was fine, and of course ponies were 
put into requisition, and no end of scarlet jackets, interspersed 
witli the blue frocks of the cavalry, might be seen converging 
from all points towards the paitide-ground. 

One of the Koman-catholic Sisters of Charity, Sister Wini- 
fred, has died of cholera, and was interred yesterday afternoon 
in a grave dug high up the hill behind the General Hospital at 
Halaklava. She was followed to her last resting-place by the 
surviving sisters and Miss Nightingale, also by a few officers 
and a considerable number of soldiers and inmates of the hos- 
pital. Service was performed over the grave according to the 
Koman-catholic ritual. 

Although transmitted somewhat after date, the following 
testimony of Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Bentinck, to the 
good conduct and services of the gallant Fourth Division during 
the period he commanded it, will be read with interest, and 
deserves publicity 

Extract from Dxviskonal Orders, dated OcUb ^ IS. 

" Private and important &mily affairs compelling Lieutenant- 
General Sir H. Bentinck, K.C.B., to return to England, he can- 
not relinquish the command of the Fourth Division without 
expressing the great regret with which he does so. 

** Although he has only had the command of it for the short 
period of little more than four months (but during a very 
eventful period), he has witnessed with great satisfaction the 
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xoaunei* in whlcU all ranks have conducted most didicult, 
arduous, and dangerous duties, with a spirit, energy, and good- 
humour not to ]>c surpassed. 

“ Having already expressed to Brigadier-General Garrett on liis 
quitting the division, and to Brigadier-General the Ilonourablo 
A. Spencer and the First Brigade, on the morning of their 
departure on another expedition. Ins opinion of their services, 
it only remains for Sir Henry Bentinck to tliank Colonel VV ood, 
tlic oilicors, non-commissioned ofBcei's, and men of the lloyal 
Artilliiry, and the commanding ofheem, oilicers, and non-com- 
missioned officers and men of the Second Brigade; for Iho 
assistance they liavc at all limes rendered him ; and Ik; cannot 
refiviin from expressing his high approbation of the manner in 
which all ranks have done their duty to their Queen and 
country. 

“ The Lieutenant-General begs to thank the Staff Officers of 
the division for their zeal and energy in the discharge of their 
duties, and he cannot conclude without expressing also his satis- 
iactioii at the manner in which Hr. lioberts has performed his ; 
to the C-orainissariiit Dopaiiment and Land Transport Corps of 
the division, to whom it is indebted for their supplies, and with 
a regularity seldom equalled, and roilccting great credit on the 
officers of those departments. 

“ The Lieutenant-General has only further, in taking leave of 
tlie division, to wish it renewed gloiy, and he will always feel 
the greatest interest in its proceedings generally, and of the 
regiments composing it particularly. 

“ By order, 

" G. Eldiott, 

“ Deputy-Acting- utant-General.” 

Complaints are still rife among the officers of this army con- 
cerning the gi’eat irregularity witli which they receive the news- 
papers sent to them from England and elsewhere. 1 impute no 
blame to any one, nor do I pretend to point out in which quarter 
the but the evil exists, and is great and glaring. 

Making evjoii^, allowance for irregularity on the part of sen^ers^ 
for the possible neglect Oi' dishonesty of servants and newsmen’s 
boys, there still remain, numerous instances in which newspapera 
have positively been sent, and as positively have never been 
received. I hear daily grumbling on this account, proceeding 
&om persons v|ho receive letters ffom their friends, informii^ 



POSTAL niBEGULARITIES. 


2G3 


them that by the same post papers are despatched to their 
address, which never arrive. In short, complaint is general, and 
1 am convinced it is well founded, and that a great number of 
papers, duly posted in England, do not come to hand in the 
Crimea — at least, not to the hands of the persons for whom they 
arc destined. The ratio of loss is various ; some persons get uu 
an average two out of three of their papers, others one out of 
two, others scarcely any, and I know cases in which officers aro 
writing to England to discontinue their subscription to uews- 
jiapers because they never receive them at all. The gtievanoo 
is a vexatious one. We are now on the verge of winter. Days 
grow short, evenings long ; the rains are doubtless at hand ; 
and pai'ades and out-of-door exercise and occupation jire hardly 
to he thought of when the gppoiind becomes a morass. One of 
the greatest pleasures of a man out here is tlie receipt of news- 
papers from England ; and so you would say, could you behold 
how the fortunate receivers of them are heset. It is a crud. 
privation and disappointment when, by mismanagement in some 
quarter or other, they do not arrive. The matter ought to be 
seen to by all concerned. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

OVV ODESSA. 

The fleets at the first rendezvous — The departure from Eamicscb— A 
Black Sea fog — Orders and counter-orders — ^Danger of delay — Contraigr 
winds and frowning skies — Odessa garrison on the qtn vive — ProUablo 
resuHs of an attack upon that town-— Anticipations of fhture triumphs 
— Object of the expedition to occupy the forts at the mouth of the 
Dneiper — The forts OczakolT and Kinbum describod^Deptb of water— 
NicholaielT — Kinbum Fort — The defences recently erected by the 
enemy — Hoad between Kinbum and OborBQn — Journal of evente— 
Imposing appearance of the expedition as it lay -oft jKaeatch and 
Kamiesch — French floating batteries — English portion of the expe- 
dition — Line-of-battle ships — Steam frigates, sloops, &c. — Smaller 
vessels — Mortar vessels— Steam tenders— Transport^Medical^ofllcen 
<mboard the ** Oitent”— Ck)mjni8sariatdep«ilJmeiit— Jlepartore— OdiM 
signalled as the rendezvous — Progress of the fleets— A colUdon. 

JLt .aifOBOR, PITS Mfi|KSiiHRr*0iaBSB^*Oetofter It* 
Fbom causes which will be fousd dength in the diary T 
append to this brief summaiy of our ^proceedings, it will be 
seen that the admirals have hitherto been ufrable to leave their 
rendezvous, and that for the laat five or six di^ 4dte people of 
Odessa have been feasting their eyes to their hAncta* content on 
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Ibis great armament. Possibly even his dread Majesty the Czar 
may have had an opportunity of comparing the ships of Sir 
Edmund Lyons and of Admind Bruat with those chefs -d'oiur re 
of his own which he is so solicitous about that he will not 
allow them to leave Cronstadt. 

Should the present weather hold, we shall leave in the course 
of the afternoon for our second rendezvous and the sc(‘ne of 
operations, which is generally known to bo Kinburn, or more 
properly Kinburn n. 

The fleet left Kainiesch on Sunday, and anchored off Odessa 
on Monday afternoon. The object of selecting this bay as the 
rendezvous was to All the minds of the authorities witli appro- 
tensions of a descent upon the town after a general bombardment, 
mid to induce them to withdraw their troops from the neighbour- 
hood of the place wo are going to attack. Tuesday was spent 
in preparations for the sailing of the expeditioix, the recon- 
naissance and sounding of the banks off Kinburn having been 
effected previously by the “ Spitfire ;** and on Wednesday tho 
fleet would have got under way, so as to he in a position to 
attack the forts at daybreak on Thursday morning, but un- 
fortunately one of the dense fogs so common in tho Black Sea 
set in, and precluded any attempt to move for the day. 

On Thursday, just as the steam gun-boats were actually under 
way, the wind began to rise, and the weather looked so threaten- 
ing, that tho Admirals annulled by signal the orders for weighing. 
The fleet rode at single anchor through a stilf breeze, and at 
night the wind went down. 

Friday was a beautiful day, and again the fleet received orders 
to move, being preceded by the gun-boats, at one o’clock p.m., 
but the wind rose, and the sky darkened, just as the latter were 
weighing, and our departure was again postponed. 

As I write, 12'30, this day (Saturday), the wind being light 
from S.S.W., the barometer at 29*41, and the sky blue and 
cbttdy, with an appearance of fog to leeward, tho signal has just 
been made ** Departure postponed for more settled weather.'^ 

In or^er to secure success to the expedition it is necessary to 
have {dear calm weather, and. the least &ilure would give great 
encouragement to the en<^my, and cause us to lose possession of 
a place of immense importance ; fpr there can be no doubt that 
if the attention of the enemy were drawn to the locality by an 
unsuccessful attack, they would turn all their thoughts to it, and 
the position could be made of immense strength by sand and 
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eai^ battcviCH, and would be fed by all tlie resources of llussia 
from Nicholaicff and Cherson. The danger of these necessary 
delays is, that the enemy may discover our design, and suspect 
that Odessa is not the object of attack. He may observe that 
we do not avail ourselves of the favourable weather for operating 
against that city, for wo could scarce!}' hope to have more 
auspicious winds than we now enjoy, were the fleet ordered to go 
in. It may also arouse his suspicions that wo abstain from any 
movement, while the coast to the north and east is a lee shore. 
The hovering of our light vessels off Cherson Bay may also have 
given him some idea of the character of the expedition. The 
garrison of Odessa, augmented by some columns which we have 
seen, and by others which possibly came in without being 
observed, is busily engaged in throwing up earthen batteries, 
and in strengthening the defences of the fortress on the south- 
eastern angle of tlie town. As far as can be ascertained, tlio 
fortifications are not of overwhelming strength ; hut the enemy 
have erected some excellent ciisemated works, nearly a fieur 
and several very wicked-looking stone forts. These could, no 
doubt, all be battered about theii* eyes and cars, but the troops 
would keep beyond the lino of fire, and we could not Lmd with 
a small force in a large city defended by a ninncroiis garrison ; 

80 the only results of an attack would be the destruction of 
private property, the lives and limbs of people who must curse 
this war every day of their lives, and the infliction of injury on 
one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. 

1 trust that it will be my fate to record a glorious termination 
to this year’s campaign, and the revival of our old naval spirit 
and of our naval success. The reduction and occupation of 
Kinbum would be no mean or insignificant advantage, and, 
undertaken as it is by officers like Sir Edmund Lyons, Admirals 
Stewart and Bruat, and executed by this magnificent fleet, I 
can only believe in one result — that we shall take the place 
whenever we tiy to do so. 

The exi)edition has never been intended to operate against 
Odessa, but is to occupy the forts at the mouth of the Dnieper, 
with a view to carry out plans against the enemy which it is not 
now necessary to indicate more precisely. These forts are 
Oczakoff on the north, and Kinburn on the south side of the 
entrance. The former is built upon a small promontory, called ^ 
Oczakoff Point ; the other is situate on a long narrow spit of 
eand, which may be considered os the north-western termination 
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of the extraordinary spit of Djarilgatch. The distance between 
Oczakoif and Kinbiirn, across the entrance to Cherson or .Dnieper 
Bay, docs not exceed one and a quarter mile, and the passage up 
the Dnieper to Nikolaev winds close to Kinbiu'n, and is not more 
than three-quarters of a mile from the forts. The fleet is now 
anchored not less than thirty miles from these forts, but a very 
extensive and dangerous sandbank, twenty miles long and of 
varying breadth, lies between us and the^ entrance to the Bug 
and ])iiie[)er. This bank commences at the distance of about 
ten miles outside Odessa, and thence ruiy across nearly 1x) 
Kinburn. The water on this bank does not exceed *thr('(.‘ 
fathoms, and in some places is even less, but up to the distance 
of three-quarters of a mile from the shore all round from 
Odessa to Oczakoif, the water is much deeper, and tliis belt oi' 
deep water is about three miles broad along its whole course 
between the shore and the great sandbank, formed by tlie con- 
tinuous de][)Osits of the two rivers. At a mile from Kinburn 
the water begins to shoal rapidly from three fathoms in depth to 
a few fret. The entrance to Cherson Bay is guarded, as it were, 
by the island of Beresne, and numerous beacons and lights woro 
formerly used to guide the mariner to the channel, which is 
dillicult and tortuous. The coast is well provided with telegraphs. 
A number of poor fishermen live on the sandy spits about the 
Bug, and there are songiG large curing establishments near Kin- 
burn, and on tlie banks of the river up towards Nicholaieff. 
This city (the name of which is spelt by us in six diflbrent ways) 
lies on the east bank of the Bug, at the distance of thirty-hve 
miles from the forts. Cherson Bay, which is formed by the 
confluence of the Bug and Dnieper before they flow tliroiigh the 
channel between Oczakoif and Kinburn, is very shallow, the 
navigation of which is extremely dangerous and intricate, and 
the mouths of the Dnieper, which resemble on a small scale the 
debouchments of the Donul j, are almost unknown to us. The 
Bug varies from three miles and a half to two miles in breadth 
as far upwards as Nicholaieff, below which a sudden narrow bend 
contracts Ifts course, the passage of which is defended by frnxtid** 
able works. Its depth is about three fathoms, but there are 
many^jiandbanks in tlie channel, which winds from one side to 
the other of the river, and a vessel would in any position be 
unier easy rifle range from both sides of the stream at the same 
time. It is more than thirty miles from Kinburn to the entrance 
of the Dnieper, and Cherson is frfbeen miles above the ill-defined 
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boundary where the extensive inarais through which the 
Dnieper, with many muddy mouths, eats its way to the sea, 
ccuscs to become part of the mainland, and is resolved into 
water. IVrsons who are endeavouring at home to connect this 
expedition \yith a demonstration against Perekop will be puzzled 
when they see that it is upwai*ds of fifty miles from Cherson to 
tlio isthmus, and tliat the crow’s flight between Kinburn and 
Perekop, as he passes over the desolate Taurida — bleak, water- 
less, and lifeless — exceeds ninety miles. Kinburn Fort is a 
regular casemated stone-built work, mounting about forty guns— 
according to the most extreme calculation, some giving only 
twenty and others thirty-two guns — but north of the fort on 
the spit running towards Oczakoff the Ilussians have very 
recently built two sand-batteries, the exact strength of which has 
not yet been ascertained. Oczakoff Fort is supposed not to be 
very strong, hut on tlie coast between it and the feny, across the 
arm of the sea which runs up to Kesandria, the enemy have 
thrown up three small batteries, with heavy guns, one near the 
ferry of ihree guns, and two of five and three guns respectively 
to the west of Oczakoif, which will bear upon the channel 
between that place and Kiuhum. 

There is a good road along the spit between Kinburn and 
Cherson, which, aceording to the best cliarts, are about forty^ 
eight or fifty miles apart by this route, and the retreating 
garrison will, no doubt, try to escape by that road ; hut in all 
probability they will be out off by the fire of the gun-boats across 
it, and at the sumo time our troops will be landed four miles 
S.£. of the fort, in its rear, so as to bar the escape of the 
fugitives, and to prevent any reinforcement arriving from Cher- 
son. The vast importance of retaining possession of this place, 
even though our men must suffer considerably during the winter 
months, cannot bo overrated, and Russia will speedily find not 
only the Crimean army reduced to surrender or to die from 
siiSJ^ation, but that, a basis of operations against Nicholaiefl'and 
Cherson has been secured in her own territory by the arms of 
the coxniuering allies. 

The. following is .my journal of events 

Opp Sebastopol, October 7. 

All the troops, both French and English, having been on- 
board for several days, and everything being in readiness for the 
departure of the expedition, the Admiral made signal at<eleven 
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lo-day for. the steamers to weigh anchor and proceed to sea. 
The allied squadrons, with a large flotilla of gun-boats, bomb- 
vessels, and small steamers, stretching in two lines in front of 
Kazatch and Kamiesch, must have displayed to the garrisons of 
the north side of Sebastopol a spectacle of portentous grandeur. 
We could see the enemy manning their batteries on the north 
side, and their troops under arms in front of their camps,, and it 
is most likely that they believed the allies were about to make a 
descent in their rear. It was indeed no ordinary sight. The 
French had four line-of-battlc ships, several steam frigates, and 
a number of gun and mortar boats, but in addition to that force 
they had a formidably ugly armament of tliree iloating steam 
batteries, although England, with all her maritime and mechan- 
ical resources, could not .aid her ally by even one of these tre- 
mendous fortresses ! Where is tho “ Glatton,” of which we have 
been hearing for the last six months every week, and where arc 
her lovely companions ; arc they all withered and gone ? These 

French floating batteries, called the Devastation, Lave, and , 

are curiously unpreiiosseasing in appearance, and are painted 
of a bluish stone colour, as if to increase the gloominess of 
their aspect. They show eleven or twelve ports a-sidc, and 
are understood to carry twenty-two fifty -pounders (French) each. 
They were crowded with men, and were remarkably steady on 
the water, hut the French bomb-vessels and gun-boats roll 
heavily on the smallest provocation. The mcn-of-war had their 
ports triced up and guns run in, so as to .give air to the soldiers 
between decks, and presented long lines of kepis and red trousers 
irora stem to stern. The day was very fine, and the wind was 
scarcely strong enough to blow away tho black and white 
wreaths of smoke and steam from the funnels of the fleet «*is 
they slowly g(i.t into motion. Each steamer had a mortar-vessel 
or gun-boat in tow. At 11‘15 the " Royal Albert*’ set driver and 
fore and aft canvas, and u.owly forged ahead, followed by the 
Hannibal” and the rest of the squadron ; the French division, 
led by the “ Montebello,” moving on in a parallel line with us, 
on the port or left-hand. The English portion of tho expedition 
was constit^d nearly as follows, at least so iar as 1 could 
ascertajjar;. fhe names the vessels and their respective com- 
manders 
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LINE-OF-BATTLE BHirS. 


Captains 

Commandlnff. 


Royal 

Murines. 


Royal Albert, Sir E. 

Lyons, G.C.U. &c., 

having on board » -.r j 

Brigadier- General ' W. R.Mend 
Spencer command- 

iwg J 

Hannibal, Sir 11.1 
Stewart, K.C.B., 90 J. Hay . . . 

second in command J 

*Agamemnon ... 90 Sir J. Paslcy 

Algiers 90 C. Talbot . 


121 W. R. Mends . 17th Bcgt. 800 


St. Jean d’Acru . 
Princess Royal . 


101 G. King 
91 L. Jones 


21st Regt. 670 


20th Regt. 500 | 
G3rd Regt. 700 


SO 

in all 1,030 1 
SO 


STEAM FRIGATES, SLOOPS, ETC. 

Guraeoa 30 G. F. Hastings 

Dauntless .33 A. P. Ryder 

Firebrand 0 £. Inglclleld 

^Furious 16 W. Loring 

Gladiator 0 C. Hillyar 


Leopard 18 G. GliTard. 


Odin 16 I J. Wilcox 


Sidon 22 I G. Goldsmith 


Left wing, 57th 
870, and re- 
serve ammu- 
nition. 

Ri^it whig; 
57th 390, and 
reserve am- 
munition. 


Sphinx 0 j A. Wilmott 

Spiteflil 6 I F. Shortt 

Spitfire 5 i T. Spratt 

Stromboli G R. Hall 

Terrible 21 J. M*Cleverty 

Tribune 31 J. R. Drummond 

Triton 3 A. D. Fletcher 

^Valorous 16 C. Buckle 

Vulcan 6 E. Van Donop 


Joined the squadron at Odessa. 
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SMALLER VESSELS. 


Gun-boats. 

1. Arrow . 

2. (Jliiiker . 

3. Crackor 

4. Fancy . 
J5. Moslem . 
C. Lynx 

7. Viper . 

8. Wran^ficr 
!). Beagle . 

io. iSnakc . 


Guns. 

Commanders. 

4 

. Lt. W. K. .JollilTe. 

1 . 

. Lt. Hudson. 

1 . 

. Lt. M.'irryut. 

1 . 

. Lt. Gi-ylls. 

1 . 

, 

4 

. Lt. r. M. Ayiisley. 

4 . 

. Lt. IT. Comber. 

4 . 

. Lt. Burgeync. 

4 

. Lt. Howitt. 

4 

. Lt. Buckluy. 




MORTAR-VESSELS — (CiPTAIN DICBY COMMAXDTNO.) 


1. Firm . 

2. Hardy 
,*!. Ciiincl 
4. Fl:\mcr 

«. Ituvea 


I^t. Lect, St. Jean d’Acre . 
ricrsoii, Mate, Princess Koyal 
Vaughan, Mate, ditto . . . 
Lt. Creagli, St. Joan d’Acro 
Blunt, Algiers . . . 

Hunt, Mate, Hannibal . . 


Lt. Hewitt, ir.M.A. 
Lt. Foster, ft.M.A. 
Lt. Starr, 11 ^I.A. 
Lt. Brookes, It.M.A. 
Lt. Pitman, B.AI.A, 
Lt. Foating.B.M.A, 


STEAM TENDERS, ETC. 

Banshee. Danube. Brenda. 


TRANSPORTS. 

No. Freight, &o. 

Prince Alfred . . . 126 . . Royal Artillery. 

Arabia 88 . . Forrest, Koyal Artillery, &c. 

Orient 78 . . Medical Stall — llosxntal Ship. 

Lady Alice Lambton . 99 . . Stores. 

Durham 179 • . 

Indian 197 . . M*Ma.ster, Conimis<;ariat Staff, &c. 

Charity . . ^ . 140 . . Civil Lund Trniisi>oi*t Corps and Com- 

missariat Stores. 

Colembo . f • . . . . Methven, shot and bhcll, £:c. 

Zebra 211 . • Fuel. 

Arthur Gordon • . . 238 . . Stores. 


Di*. Gordon, in medical charge of the expedition, Surgeon 
Foaker, second in charge, ad a numher of medical officers, 
embarked on hoard the “ Orient,” which was laden with mule 
litters and medical stores. 

Tho officers of the Commissariat Department embarked on 
hoard tho “ Indian ” are Deputy-Commissary-General, in charge 
of the expedition, Tyrone Power, Assistant-Commissary-General 
Cummiiig, Deputy-Assistant-Commissary-General Sutherland, 
and Commissariat Clerk Kobinson; Lieutenant Wardlaw, and 
twenty Dragoons, Captain Nicholson, Lieutenant Gordon, and 
Lieutenant Scratchloy, in command of the Sappers and Miners, 
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are embarked on board the same vessel, in which are aLso seventy 
Stall* horses. Major JJent, Royal Engineers, in charge, is on 
board the “ Roj-al Albert,” where qnai’ters are also provided lor 
llrigadier-General Spencer and Staff. 

As the fleets drew olF from the land, leaving behind them the 
forts of Sebastopol, both north and south, between which the 
usual daily duel of cannon and mortar was going on, the French 
went somewhat to the westward, and seemed to steer N.W. by 
W., while we kept on a course N. by W. The Admiral made 
signal to the fleet that “ the rendezvous ” was to be “ five miles 
S. by 12. of Odessa,” and it was immediately conjectured that 
the object of visiting that place was to induce the Russians to 
take away their forces from Nichohiieff and Cherson, in the 
expectaliou of a descent upon them at Odessa. The speed of 
tlie squadron was not very great, as most of the vessels had 
licavy boats in tow, and the signal was made from the Admiral, 
“ Steer four miles an hour — course N.W. hy N.” 

The Triton ” was ordered to keep close to the Admiral, 
and not to follow the sigmds of smaller vessels, and at 210 the 
flagship signalled that “ the Admiral’s course was no longer to 
be regai'ded by the fleet,” but that they were lo keep in their 
proper direction, as already indicated. At four o’clock the 
“ Triton ” was ordered not to exceed four knots an henr, tho 
Admiral’s ship began to press on in front, and before evening 
was well in advance of the squadron, attended by a despatch 
gun-boat. The French, detained hy th(*ir heavy batteries, made 
tho best of their way on our jiort quarter. The night was fine, 
and the fleet moved slowly, and in extended order, for fear of 
collisions, hut just before dawn the “ Stromholi ” made a slight 
dint in the huge bulk of the “ St. Jean d’Acre,” and carried away 
one of the latter’s boats, which has since been recovered. 



272 


OFF ODESSA. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

At sen — ricnsnnt sensations — Lniirt — Odessa in siglit — Ilenntiful appear- 
ance of the city — Esplanades, boulevards, and rows of houses — Spi'C- 
tators — rublic buildings — Domes, columns, steejdes, and spires — Alarnt 
ill Odessa — Hussian iiiAintry discovered marching in haste towards the- 
xrity — The eternal Cossack — The tclegraxfhs and &ignal stations — 
Flocks and herds — Arrival of the fleets — Trenu-ndous force off Odessa — 
The “Viper" ordered to proceed to Kinburn to make the requisite 
surveys — Fog — Oliiiipses of the shore — Formidable axipenrancc of tho 
fleets to the inhabitants of Odessa— Crowds of Idlers on the esplanade — 
The gunners all ready at the batteries — Tho fog increases — Ketiirn of 
the active little “ Spittirc” — Sailing of the “ Viper" counteiTaniidcd — 
Consultation on board the French admiral's ship — Signals — A breeze 
springs uji — Slanneiivres of cavalry and horse artillery on shore — 
Odessa quite at the mercy of our fleets — Why the city was spared — 
Horrors of a bombardment— Magnanimity of the allies. 

October 6. 

A HOT, bright 8 UI 1 llglitcd up the roiiiid mirror of sea of which 
we were the centre this fine morning. The sea gives a poor 
human creatwe a curious sense of his own importance. Where- 
ever it is not broken in upon hy the land, it contredes to the 
vessel that has the honour of bearing him the position, or at 
least the sensation, of being tho very centre and navel of the 
universe ; if it has not already smitten him down on some cruel 
deck or woe-hegone cot, by its own peculiar protest against the 
arrogance of mankind. Although many big ships were near, 
and a great Aotilla was moving all round the edges of our great 

circle, Her Majesty’s ship appeared on this fine Monday 

morning to be the central point on a bright, flickering, shivering 
mirror, fringed by columns of smoke, or framed in by the masts 
of the distant fleet, fine as <K)bwebs on the edge of some ancient 
cheval glass of Louis Quatorze. The French fleet was away 
hull down on the port (piartcr, the grand, showy, big tricolours 
at the peak just topping thv horizon, and the English fleet wo 
could not see, for the reason assigned in the Critic^ which I 
have never yet heard disputed, ailtid shall therefore give in pre- 
ference to any other. About 8'30 something very like a 
thr^4^ker under full sail, suffering terribly from refraction, 
cam'll in view. A tall white column standing out of tlio 
sea. The haze gradually expanded as we advanced, and at 
l^t “ land ” was reported from the bows, and a hapless wight 
was despatched up into the clouds, to make any statements 
which might strike him as to the general configuration and 
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geographical characteristics of the coast we were approaching, 
and to look out for “ the British fleet at anchor,*’ or afloat, as 
the case might be. I am not aware that his information was 
important or curious, and he only confirmed the profound observa- 
tion ol Sir Fretful Plagiary, after a lengthened sojourn among 
the sea gulls ; but, at about nine o’clock, even landsmen could 
make out “land” with good telescopes, and were obliged to 
abandon the secret joys in which they had indulged at tlie 
disiippointment of the Quai*ter-master, when he found that “ a 
regular fog-bank ” had been mistaken by him for Jirma, 
and to admit that the “ cloud,” alter all, was a “ material 
guarantee ” of the Czar, and belonged indeed to Russland. The 
canvas of the line-of-battlo ship gradually resolved itself into a 
tall, snow-white pillar, some 200 feet above the level of the sea, 
which iliarks Cape Fontana, south of Odessa, and by degrees, as 
we rose the land, a white light-house, a guard-house, a white 
telegraph-house and station, white farmhouses, white villas em- 
bowered in green trees, pagodas, minai’ots, domes, and church 
spires appeared in view, and clustered togetlier, till we had a 
day-dream of Constantinople and Naples together with a dash 
of Bbulogno in it, and Odessa came in sight. As I am neither 
a voluntary tourist, a universal gazetteer, nor a x)hotographer, I 
shall not attempt to describe the city, which must, indeed, be 
well known to Englishmen, though few artists can do justice to 
it These barbarous Russians have a rare knack of building 
graceful, light, cheerfiil, and clean-looking cities, which even the 
“ Stones of Venice ” might not utterly despise ; and, if it be 
distance which lends enchantment to the view, they have at 
least the satisfaction, denied to more civilized people, of saying 
there is one point of view from which their cities win the senses. 
As we slowly drew up to our inevitable “ five miles S. by E. of 
Odessa,” wc passed a wonderful creation, which, compared to 
the slow efforts of our ancient builders, seemed almost the work 
of enchantment. There stood an extensive city, built on the 
curve of a high sea-shore, with' descending terraces and broad 
flights of steps to the beach, which was enclosed by broad quays 
and the walls of ports and casemated batteries, all shining 
brightly in the morning sun. Broad esplanades, or boulevards, 
lined with trees towards the sea-front, ran along the top of the 
bank, with a background of stately mansions, worthy of the 
best “rows” near the Regent’s Park, and we could see a 
numerous and gaily-dressed crowd of men and women passing 

YOL. II. T 
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along the promenade, gazing on tho dark cloude of smoke which 
were slowly drilling in on them from the distance. Behind, 
and in continuation of this esplanade, are splendid residences, with 
pillared porticoes and ornamented peristyles, roagnifioeiit public 
institutions — the temples erected by Despotism to Civilization, 
in hope of making peace with her — barracks, palaces, governor’s 
house, prisons, rising in front of a confused but graceful mass 
of domes, columns, steeples, and spires. One huge dome is of 
an intense ultra-marine blue, and is topped b;^ a gilt cupola ; 
another is of bright green, surmounted by a golden star ; here 
is a Greek temple, there a Tartaresquo-looking mosque ; tliere 
an uumistakcable little Bethel,’* hero a Byzantim' chin*ch ; 
again, an Eastern minaret-like spire ; further on, an indubitable 
Sir Christopher Wren steeple : and, next to it, a grand dome 
and cupola, which at once remind you of St. Peter’s or St. Paul’s. 
This beautllul city is surrounded on the left by woods, hestudded 
witli tho houses of Princes and Counts engaged in the com 
trade, and of merchants deeply interested in the state of the 
English bai'omotcr. There is one dismantled lliree-masted 
vessel inside the port, but the quay at the upper end of the 
harbour encloses a considerable number of small coasting ves^ls ; 
and even now we can see some small boats creeping down for 
shelter along tho coast under tho batteries. At the distance of 
about three miles from tho town, wo found the ** Valorous ” and 
** Furious” at anchor, and a French sicam-squadron beside them 
of greater force, with an Admiral’s ilag ilying from the “ Asmodee;” 
indeed, tho French vessels, to the number of* four pendants from 
large steiuners, and of ten pendants from gun and mortiu* 
Vessels, had already arrived, or had preceded us. The esplanade 
was, iis I have said, crowded with people.. The city was as 
peaceful as a drop-scene at the theatre, but the operations of war 
were going on, neverthekws. and little could we tell what alarm, 
confusion, terror, and dread, dwelt within that beautiful city on 
which we gaaed so placidly. As the first ship of the English 
squadron oast anchor, a long line of dust was observed rising 
oicqr theJuUy coast to the north of Odessa and by tlic beach, 
wdueh ifpoed with trees and ^ thick hedge of bushes, and we 
eoon out bayonets glistening in the sun, and a strong 

body l^^ussian in&ntry, with field-pieces and baggage, con- 
of some five or six thousand men, marching in all 
h|p9te towards the city. Two small camps cx>uld be seen on 
hill-slde towards the north, and a part of this column halted 



AGITATION OJS( mOKE. . 279 

and encamped ontsidc Odosisa. A number of mounted offioem 
accompanied the men, and some of them rode out through the 
gaps in the hedge, upon the beach, and reconnoitred the fleet, 
which was drawing up towards the harbour. The eternal 
Cossacks were standing by their homes in groups of twO or 
tlireo, as videttes, beside the numerous signal and telegraph 
stations which line the coast at intervals, and are in connexion 
with a semaphore in Odessa, which was tossing about its arms 
like Niobo gone mad. Others were observed galloping over the 
lertile steppe, appearing and disappearing over the low lines of 
hills, and numerous herds of cattle all over the country afforded 
proof that we have exaggerated the general exhaustion oftha 
en(*my’s resources, if any were needed in addition to the pros* 
pt'rous appearance of all the white farmhouses and hamlets, witibi 
their enormous stacks of hay and corn around the homesteads. 
Some of the inhabitants seemed to be moving away from the 
place by the north road, and many wagons and carts were visible 
going to and fro by thtj road to the northward. The Frcndi 
fleet approached towards their anchorage fi*om the south at the 
moment that the top-gallant masts and smoke-wreaths of the 
British th-et peered above the horizon, and at 3*30 the ** Koyid 
Albert,” followed at intervals by the rest of the ships, came up 
with signals flying for the anchoring of all at twd cables’ lengtli, 
in order of seniority. This noble vessel let drop her bower 
13 fathoms water, about three and a-half miles from Odessa^ 
soon after four o’clock, p.m. The smaller steamers and 
boats were then disposed of, the tows cast loose and secured, 
with the beams of the briglit setting sun lighting up tbe wheit 
ol* this tremendous airay of batteries, with their polished 
muzzles grinning from innumerable ports, the people of Odesn 
saw tlie fleets of England and France anchor in their bay, and 
exhibit to them upwards of eighty vessels of war, ready aiai 
moment’s notice to lay their homes in the dust. l%e eveniui^ 
passed quietly ; the Admiral made but few signals, but it was 
known that to-morrow nothing would be done, and that till the 
work of sounding off Kinbum and laying down buo^ for the 
fleet had been accomplished, the attack would not icome nff. 
The " Viper ” received orders to start at dawn for Hlnbuni, 
whither the Spitfire” had already proceeded, for the purpoafr^lf . 
making the requisite surveys. 

October t. 

The wind came round from the S.S.W. ihk morning, 4 h4 
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brought with it clouds, fog, and vapours, which quite shut qut 
the sun from us. » The shore could not be seen in detail, and 
the day was so murky that wc were unable to ascertain if the 
inhabitants of Odessa were “flitting,” as the more prudent 
would as.suredly do, with .such a tremendous armada floating 
before them. The sky was of a dark leaden grey, and seemed 
fiurcharged with rain and storm. Now and then a solitary ray 
broke through this veil, and lighted up a patch of houses in the 
stately city, or illuminated bits of the sea-board, displaying for 
a moment the Cossack pickets and videttes on the cliffs, and 
snug farmhouses, surrounded by numerous stacks of hay and 
corn ; small detachments ofti'oopson the march over the steppes, 
and eilwageny or lumbering Germtuiesque-looking diligences, 
traversing the coast-road, a few stray horsemen rjding at full 
speed across country, and herds dotting the wide-spread plains. 

The fleet must present a spectacle full of grandeur and 
menace to the Odessans. It extends for the space of five miles 
in front of their town, — a dense array of hulls and masts, yards 
and rigging, which, seen from shore, looks, no doubt, as if it 
were one unbroken network of ships resting on the water. The 
nine line-of-battle ships tower aloft in the centre, and the heavy 
steamers, gun-boats, bomb-vessels, and transports, to the number 
of sixty, fill up*the intervals, and extend along the flanks of the 
flotilla. The esplanade in front of a magnificent pile of public 
buildings is covered with a crowd of people, among whom are 
many officers and soldiers and well-dressed women, and the 
gunners can be seen all ready for action, inside the parapets 
of the long low batteries which guard this Queen of the Euxine. 
These glimpses of the city were, however, infrequent, and were 
soon denied to us altogether, for down came the Black Sea 
fog, and wrapped ns all in his clammy, unctuous, and chill 
embrace so closely that we could not see much beyond the limits 
of our own ship. The ever active and indefatigable little 
“ Spitfire” joined the fleet this morning. She had been away 
somewhere or other taking soundings and bearings as usual, 
and her appearance is a sure sign that someplace on the enemy's 
coasi^iiVto be favoured hy,.a visit before long. Captain Spratt 
no doubt had useffd little budget of information for Sir 
Edmund Lyons when he wont on board the “ Boyal Albert,” 
and it was probabjly in anticipation of his return that the 
“ Viper” did not proc^ northwards this morning. The Admiral 
sent a boat to countermand the “ Viper's*' sailing orders aHhrce 
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o*dock a.ni., and it is understood that to-daj will bo bccupied 
in council and in the arrangements for the execution of our 
pLiiiS. The “Colombo” came to anchor with the fleet early 
this morning, and the “ Vulcan” troop-ship arrived about ten 
o'clock in the forenoon. The only change in position which 
took place was, that the “ Valorous” and “ Fui*ious,” which were 
lying inshore of all the fleet opposite Odessa, signalled to the 
Admiral, one after the other, for permission to close nearer to 
the flagship, and on receiving the necessary order w'eighed 
anchor and moored in lino with the other larger vessels of the 
steam squadron. In the forenoon Sir Edmund Lyons left the 
flagship in his barge, and was toured by the “ Oanubo” to tbo 
French Admiral’s ship, where he remained for some time. I 
believe Sir Houston Stewart accompanied him. 

Subsequently to the Admiral's return, he signalled to each 
ship to notify her draught of water. This was done accord* 
ingly by signal, and the people of Odessa must have seen dimly 
a brave show of bunting in our armada, as it required many flags 
to express the various draughts forward and aft of each ship. 
In the afternoon the wind freshened and the sea rose a little, 
causing that peculiar ground swell which distinguishes this part 
of the Euxine. The fog settled down on the water about threo 
o’clock, slowly descending from the sky above, and distilled 
itself into drops of rain, which ran down the masts and fell from 
spars and rigging. Before it became so very thick, our only 
amusement bad been watching the manoeuvres of a considerable 
force of cavalry and horse artillery, drawn up on the clifts, about 
six miles from Odessa and three miles from our anchorage. 
These were evidently intended to act as a flying column of 
observation, and to march on any part of the coast which might be 
threatened by our troops. It consisted of four troops of the Lancer 
regiment, and, from the time 1 first saw it, at nine in the morning, 
till it was lost in the fog, it only moved once, and then it was 
merely to form in squadrons and trot, wheel round, and draw up 
in double line again. Now a few rockets would have put these 
gentry to flight at any time, but we did not seek to inflict use- 
less loss or -annoyance upon the enemy. A gun-boat might have 
run in within e^isy range and shelled them at her leisure with 
the most complete impunity; nay, more — had the Admirals 
desired to inflict such great blow on Eussia, who vaunts herself 
to be invulnerable, and who boasts that. Antaeus-like, the 
acquires fresh strength from every overtlirow*— they could have 
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Imrnt and destroyed the whole of the beautiful city which has 
boon created by the expenditure of so much labour, time, and 
money, without iiicumng the risk of losing a ship or of causing 
the loss of any life, except among the hapless inhabitants. The 
mortar-vessels, gun-boats, ♦and floating batteries might have 
easily gone close enough to pour long range shot, rockets, and 
bombs, into the toAvn, without tho obance of being hit by tlm 
enemy, save by great kick. The city (iould not be missed, but 
it is very nice practice to hit a long low black line — a snake in 
the grass, wheeling and twisting about — at a distance of 2500 
yards. Such, however, was not the policy or tho feeding of tho 
Admirals, but the world will probably be told by the Russian 
organs that the attitude of their troops and the appearance of tho 
batteries frightened the French and English fleets, and that they 
abandoned their intention of attacking Odessa, awed by the 
courage and devotion of the “ holy Russians.’* Let the world, 
however, know that Odessa was “ spared” once more, awl, 
indeed, no one who looked at tho city, which blends the mag- 
nificence of the East with the solid and massive grandeur of the 
West, could feel any desire for its destruction, unless it were 
absolutely necessary for the success of the war and for the 
attainment of peace. The horrors of a night bombardment of 
a rich and populous city, full of women and children, would be 
too dreadful ; but this expedition, meant for a veiy’ diflerent 
object, could, without weakening its efficiency or force for 
the accomplishment of the end on which it was sent, have 
beguiled ite weaiy hours in the fog by laying Odessa in ruins. 
It was not intended to injure a house in the place, or to fire a 
shot against it ; but the enemy were at our mercy, and, had our 
Admirals desired to do so, they could have knocked batteries, 
churches, public buildings, and houses into atoms. The destruc- 
tion of the batteriea would have necessitated that of many 
houses, atiid have caused great loss of life among non-combatants. 
We are not now in a position to ascertain the success of our riige 
in anehtflffig off the town, but there is reason to believe that the 
Russians have marched all their available force into the place 
fiom the neighbourhood of ^Nicholaieff and Chersom When the 
fog llfits we shall know more about our situation^ 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

nie fog continues-^Tmitation of a London November fog^A signal 
gun — Church bells of Odessa — All communication between diflbrent 
vessels In the fleet ceases— — Opinions of old tars u])on a 
Black Sea fog — Anxiety of the officers — The veil withdrawn — Odessa 
once more visible — Activity in the fleets— Sir Edmund Lyons ably 
supported by Sir Houston Stewart and Captain Mends — Arrange- 
ments — Order of formation on shore — An artfiil dodge — Fine wentlicr 
— Movement of troops in Odessa— Ntimorous spectator of the fleels — 
Kiissiaii cavalry— Preparations fbr a start— Officers receive final instruo- 
tions — A consultation Itetwoi'ii the admirals— Plan of attack on Kiiibum 
— Strength of the place — The wind rises and prevents the sailing of 
the expedition — Departure again postpimed— Odessa obscured by 
dust — Coutinuauoc of unfavourable weather— Final order for tbe start. 

OctobfT 10. 

The fog continues, and is worthy of the best efforts of the 
London atmosphere in November. It is not so rich in colour, 
so yellow, or so choky, but it is equally thick and clammy. It 
is wliite in colour, and sometimes the sun stamps a moonlike 
imitation of his orb upon it, and in iavourable moments one 
«%in see a faint indication of his existence above. Now and tlieii 
you catch a dark outline of a vessel looming through the mist ; 
yon strain your eyes to make out your neighbour, but you might 
as well try to pick out the details of Turner’s blubber boilers or 
of his phantom ships, and as you look, the vision has disappeared. 
The water flows by with a heavy oily roll, and the only noise 
to be heard is the plash of the lazy waves against tho paddle- 
wheels, the bumping of the rudder, and the creak of an odd 
timber, as he rubs against his fellows. But hark I There i.s a 
gun ! A (lull burst of sound, followed by reverberations like 
the muttering of disUrnt thunder, which are caused by the 
echoes of the report against the sides of the ships, denotes that 
the Admiral wishes to indicate his position to some straggler, 
who has not yet joined the fleet. Solemnly, through tbe sil(^hco 
which intervenes between these signals, comes the full ri^h boom 
of the church bells from Odessa. Possibly Papa Nicholas or 
Papa Daniel is even now persuading a nervous and fashionable 
congi'Ggation that the fog which hides their enemy fi*oni view la 
the result of his own intercession with Saint or Martyr, and 
these bells, which chime so sweetly, may be using their metal 
tongues to call down disaster on our heads, and to invoke tho 
blessing of Heaven on the soldiei's of the Czar. As the day 
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advances the foj; darkens, deepens, thickens. The rolling of 
drums— the heat of piiddle-wlieels as a solitary steamer changes 
her berth with caution — the striking of the hells of the ships, 
and the reports of guns at long intervals, are the only evidence 
that a great licet is lying all around us. All coirimunicatidh 
between the ships ceases, for no one can tell where his next 
neighbour is ; in fact, a philosopher would find this a charming 
place just how for study and reflection. Hut those who arc 
accustomed to more active existence find the time very heavy on 
their hands, and the excitement of seeing the men “ knock about 
the guns,” of hearing them and the hoys say their gunnery 
catechism, “No- 4,” — “Takes out toinpions, hear out ilie port, 
worms ’em, sponges, rams *ome, runs out, and trains,” — of 
watching the barometer, of seeing the fowls fed, and of inspect- 
ing the various dogs, pigs, and birds which constitute the pets 
of the crew, and tho more substantial enjoyments of the officers, 
palls after a time, and one — even off Odessa, and cheek hy jowl 
with the enemy — is fairly obliged to yawn by General Epnui. 
What is happening around us no one can see or say, and there 
is a horrible gloomy misanthropical curiosity seizing upon every 
one to ascertain tlie longest time a Black i^ea fog was ever 
known to last, which elicits most startling declarations from 
morose old tars, that “ If it*s a riglar out-and-out 'un, with a 
light breeze from tho sutherd and vesterd, it mjiy last for 
a matter of a fortnight — ay, that it may.” Sundry dismal 
experiences are not wanting to enforce the probability of such a 
lively event taking place again. “ And then tlio had w'cather 
will set in ; and, with sogers ahoord, I'd like to know what we 
can do P” Tho barometer now indicates 29° 42' ; the wind, 
which is veiy faint and light, is &om the S.S.W. ; and, as the 
success or ^ure of the expedition entirely depends on the 
weather, tho anxiety of all officers who have the interest and 
reputation of the navy at heart, is seriously aroused by our 
atmospherical prospects. 

3'30 P.M. 

The fog is clearing away, and one after another tho ships of 
the fle6fr4pp6ar in sight, as if coming out in a dissolving view. 
Odesf^'^tiU looks very hazy. The Admiral avails himself of 
the plying change in the weather to make signal for a lieu- 
tenant from each ship to repair on board the “ Eoyal Albert.” 
The boats are lowered, and the aspect of the scene is now very 
different from what it was an hour ago. Tho change is as 
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great as if one had come out of a dark room into the leading 
thoroughtiirc of a lai-ge and busy city. The cutters and gigs 
glide about in all directions, visits are paid from ship to ship, 
and some boats sweep in to have a nearer look at the shore, 
which is indeed very tempting at this distance. The wind, 
however, increases as the fog disappears, and blows more off the 
land, which will render the landing beach a lee shore, and be 
ratlier unfavourable for us if it freshens. 

The flagship is of course the centre of hard work, thought- 
fulness, and activity, and Sir Kdmund Lyons is, as he so oltcn 
takes occasion to state, not only assisted most zealously and 
ably by Sir Houston Stewart, but he is fortunate in having the 
services of one so energetic, clearheaded, and practical as Captain 
Mends, who has to go through an enormous amount of mental 
and ph^'^sical labour on such occasions as the present When 
tlie lieut(jnants went on board they received inslructions for the 
disposition of the respective ships to which they belonged for 
the following day, and again the impression was confirmed that 
the destination of the expedition will be Kinburn. The arrange- 
ments seem very siniide, and are not embarrassed by unnecessary 
complications. The gun-boats sweep the beach, if there is any 
resistance, and continue their fire till the enemy retires out of 
range. The men are then landed from the line-of-battle ships 
in the launche.s and paddlehox boats, towed by the small 
steamers with light draught of water. The following is tho 
order of formation on shore ; — 


French. 
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O 

+ + 
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CQ 
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Beach. 


It will he seen from this pl^ that the French will form the 
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leil and the English the right of the force aa they disembark, 
and that our little force is divided into two brigades, which 
renders it more manageable. Of the exact arrangements for 
the landing I as yet know nothing more than that the “ Spiteful,” 
“ Furious,” and Triton” are to discharge the “ St. Jean d’Acre” 
of her great freight of Jloyal Marines, and to take the “ St. Jean 
d’ Acre's” boats in tow. After this the “ Triton,” under the 
orders of the ** Leopard,” is to retain tlw line-of- battle ship's 
boats and the “ Terrible’s” paddlebox boat, and is to assist in 
landing the horses, &c., on board the “ Indian,” No. 197. It 
seems probable that the arrangements for the disembarkation 
will bo under tlie control of Captain Giffard, of the “ Leopard.” 

6 O’CLOCK. 

The fog has withdrawn, and the lights of Odessa begin to 
twinkle in the distance. In order to strengthen the belief of 
the inhabitants that wc are going to attack the place to-morrow, 
Uio Admirals have just made signal ** to send down topgalhmt- 
masts,” the usual preliminary for action in big ships. There is, 
of course, a race up the rigging, and great emulation between 
the diderent ships to obey this order, and it is to be lioped the 
OdcssaiiH clearly understood its import. Every preparation is 
made to keep a bright look out to-night, and to prevent any 
boat stealing from the town to have a look at us in the dark. 
A bold enemy would not esteem it impossible to tak# a dash at 
one of the nearest steamers and cut her out ; but the Russians 
have no dash or audacity, although they possess abundance of 
coolness and courage. 

• Octeber H. 

All was quiet during the night. The sun rose unclouded 
this morning, and there is a fine light breeze from the N.N.W. 
Th(' air is as clear and pure as though we were moored in 
a Swiss lake. The large len-of-war have not only their top- 
gallant masts struck, but they have splinter nettings stretched 
over the decks between the masts, as if they were at once going 
in to engage the forts. Odessa looks more beautiful than ever 
this Clouds of dust are seen rising from its streets, 

asJMHpbbdies oi' troops were moving about all over tlu' town. 

Cossacks are watching on the cliifs near us, walking 
M^d down to keep themselves warm, or playing with their 
ttKgy little ponies. Wherever there is a good view of the 
to be had a crowd of people may be observed standing, and 
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fhe esplanades and terraces, and even the housetops and parapets 
of the batteries, are occupied by spectators. The cavalry on the 
hill to the north of the town were visible at early dawn, and 
there they stand yet — each man dismounted, at the side of his 
horse. The telegraphs along the coast are working very 
busily. 

The flagship, at 8*30 a.m., signalled to the fleet to " Prepare 
ilireo days’ provisions for troops to land with.** 

11 A.M. 

The French fleet is getting up steam, and several of our 
steamers are following the example. The Admiral has signalled 
to “ ‘Viper’ to close,” and to " ‘Triton’ to shorten in cable.’* 
The weather looks rather nasty to windward. The barometer 
is as low as 29’35. The sea is rising, although we are under 
the lee of the land, and there must be a considerable surf on 
the hanks at the mouth of Cherson Bay. 

At 11' 10 signal was made to gun-boats “to get up steam for 
slow speed,” and officers from each ship, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions received yesterday, repaired on board the Admiral’s, where 
they were made acquainted with the exact duty required of 
them in connexion ^ith the plan of attack, and were subsequently 
sent in to the Admiral, who examined each of them himself 
to their respective tasks. Admiral Jlruat went on board the 
“ Hoyal Albert,” and remained with Sir E. Lyons for some time. 
Sir H. Stewart was also present. Nothing can be more clear, 
explicit, and, as far as a civilian can judge, more judicious, than 
the directions, and one is tempted to regret that it is not the 
custom of newspapers to print charts and plana, in order that 
the programme which follows may bo understood as it ought to 
be. The large chart referred to, 2201, is only possessed by two 
or three of the line-of-battlc ships. 

‘•plan of attack on kinbuen. 

“ No. 1. The liue-of-battle ships to engage the Fort Einbum 
and two sand batteries on the point, will anchor in about 30 feet, 
In a line extending northward from fort, bearing E., and about 
1200 yards distant from it. 

“ No. 2. The four French line-of-battle ships to form the 
southern division, so that the ‘ MontebeUo’ will be the fourth 
ship from the south, and the ‘ Iloyal Albert,* as the fifth ship, 
will be the southern ship of the English divisionk 
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“ No. 3. The line-oi-battle ships arc to weigh together and 
form a line abreast, north and south, at a cable apart. The 
southern liiie-oi-battle ship is then to steer so as to bi-ing the 
south end of Kinburn Fort bearing E. by compass, and, to 
shield her from any danger that may not have been discovered; 
or from approaching too close to the bank to the S., she is to be; 

preceded by two steamers, the and the , each at a 

cable apart, and in advance, on her starboard bow, and showing 
their soundings. When the south linc-of-battle ship brings the 
south end of ICinbum to bear E., she is to steer for it. The 
rest of the ships will then steer the same course, keeping one 
cable apart, and all anchor together in a line nearly north and 
south, just without the flag buoys that will be placed during 
tlic previous night. 

“ No. 4. The nine ships will then be in position for the first 
five or six to engage Fort Kinbum at from 1200 to 14XX) ytirds, 
and perhaps less, and the other three to take the sand batteries 
in Hank and rear at about 1000 yards. 

“ No. 5. The three French floating batteries are to be placed 
on a line N.N.W. and S.S.E. of each other, to the S. W. of Fort 
Kinburn, at about 600 yjirds distant from it. 

“ No. 6. The mortar vessels are to anclior in a line E. and 
W., at 2800 yards distant, witli the fort bearing N.E. from the 
outer vessel of the line. 

“ No. 7. The English mortar-boats to be towed by the 
* Odin,* on a line E. of the French. 

“ No. 8. If the outer mortar-vessel brings Oczakoff telegraph 
on with the east end of Fort Kinburn, bearing N. 20 E. 
(magnetic), and steers for it till the Oczakoff telegraph and 
Odzah Point subtend an angle of 70 degrees, she will be about 
the requisite distance of 2800 yards from Fort Kinburn ; the 
rest can take their stations at t cable distance cast of her. 

“ No. 9. The ‘ Sidon/ * Cui*a(?oa,' ‘ Tribune,* ‘ Dauntlc.ss,* 
and ‘ Terrible* to anchor close off the North Sand llattery on 
Kinbum Spit, or, when ordered, to join the squadron of gun- 
boats, <&c., that have previously entered within the straits, should 
any largfli^ipB of the enemy from Nicholaieff appear for the 
relief 

** Kd; 10. The disposable paddle steamers can find good posi- 
tions belween the line-of-battlc ships for directing their fue with 
steady aim at the embrasures of the casemates or at any position 
where the enemy maintains his fire, or off the N. and N.W» 
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extremity of the Kinburn Spit, to enfilade the batteries and 
their approaches. 

“No. 11. The gun-boats will attend to protect the army 
during the landing, aud those not ordered to remain to cover 
their Hank to take up position between the other ships as oppor- 
tunity oilers, and by a careful attention to the plan of attaclc are 
not to fire in the direction of the other ships. 

“No. 12. The Admiral, holds the captains responsible for 
there being no firing, unless the men can distinctly see the 
objects they are directed to fire upon. 

“‘Triton’ and ‘Beagle* to attend *St. Jean d’Acre.* Each 
ship’s boats to land her own troops, llescrve ammunition for 
the Marines to be landed with them. ‘Spiteful* and ‘Furious,* 
assisted by ‘ Triton,* to land 21 oavaliy horses, 7 staff horses, 
27 regimental staff horses from No. 197, and 60 Sappers, with 
tools, <&c. 

“ The captain of each ship is to be responsible for the disem- 
barkation of his own troops and baggage. 

“proceedings of the advanced squadbon fob 

BUOTINO THE DANGERS. 

“ The ships denoted in the margin, piloted by ' Spitfire,' are 
to start at 1 p.m., and anchor in the following position, as shown 
in the chart No. 2201, from Odessa to Dnieper Bay 
A. B. C. D, E. F. G. 11. 

No, 2. A. Valorous. 

B. Dauntless. 

No. 1. 0. Gladiator. 

D. Furious. 

E. Spiteful. 

F. French mortar-boat. 

G. French mortar-boat. 

H. French mortar-boat. 

“ The vessels anchored at C, D, and E, on the north side of 
the passage, are after sunset to show a red light to the west, and 
those at F, G, and H are to show green Ughts in the same 
direction, as guides for the fleet on passing tl^ough during the 
night. The vessel at A, ' ‘ Vrforous,' to show lights vertical 
over the side, screened from N.W. round by E. to S., and seen 
to the W. only. ‘ The four gun-boats, ‘ Clinker,* * Cracker,* 

‘ G^der/ and ‘ Fancy/ accompanied by four French gun-boats 
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of shallow draught of water, will proceed, after the former 
vessels have ancliorcd, to the rendezvous, at 8 p.in., near the 
‘ Valorous,’ anchored at A. The four English gun-boats to be 
provided with buoys (white). The vessel at No. 2 A to provide 
two boats that are to be despatched and anchored upon the S.W. 
extremity of Oczahoff Hank, in four fathoms, to bo a guide, by 
showing lights, for the Erench gun-b*'ats to eomnienco buoying 
the edge of that bank with black buoys. The two boats on 
their return to the * Valorous* to place a white buoy on the end 
of Kinburn Spit, in five fathoms water. 

“ The ‘ 8i>itfirc,* assisted by the boats of the ‘ Dauntless,’ 
at B, will mark the edge of the bank — ore landing — west of 
Kinburn, with small white ilags, placed in live fathoms. 

“ N.B. All white buoys arc to He on the south side of the 
channel, and black 'buoys mark the north edge of it, and aro 
consequently to be left on the port hand in passing to eastward.” 

It appears that the enemy have been ibr some time past 
strengthening Kinburn, which has been constantly watched by 
a steam cruiser, and a little while ago, it was so weak that a 
lieutenant in the navy voluut(}cred to land at night with 300 
men and to seize and blow up the fort. 1 1 is offer was not 
attended to. We shall know more about the strength of the 
place to-morrow, if the expedition gets away in time, hut I fear 
it will be Saturday before anyiihing can be done, and even then 
there must be far less wind than at present. 

11*30. — Signal to “‘Vulcan,* ‘St. Jean d’Acro,* ‘Leopard,* 

‘ Hannibal,’ ‘ Princess Royal,* and ‘ Algiers,* ” that “ ‘ spirits 
are to be issued for the Marinc.s ordered to disembark, in the 
same proportion as for the troops.* ** It is blowing stronger 
than over, and the sea rising. 

12*30. — Signal from “Royal Albert” and “Hannibal” to 
“ ‘ Sidon,’ ‘Vulcan,’ and ‘ Princess Royal,’ ” to “ ‘ annul move- 
ments of troops to-day.* ** The wind is loo liigh to admit of the 
successful completion of the delicate operations indicated in the 
plan of attack, and it is now pretty cei'tain that nothing will or 
can be done till the wind and sea abate. The next signal deter- 
mines the point. It is for the whole fleet, — “ Departure post- 
poned for more settled weather.” The “ Viper” and “ Triton” 
close with the “ St. Jean d’Aere,” and that is the only move- 
ment which takes place till sunset. Either large bodies of men 
are at work and are inarching about the streets of Odessa, or it 
is the most dusty city in the world, for at present we cannot 
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tee any portion of the town, although the atmosphere is very 
bright and clear. This little breeze of wind will afford more 
food for the Papas to feed their flocks withal. It is said that 
the clouds of dust we witness are natural to Odessa, aud almost 
peculiar to it during the least breeze from S. or S.W. 

October 12. 

To-day was like unto yesterday, exactly. The French gun- 
boats and our own were getting under way just after noon, when 
the wind and sea rose as before, the weather looked threatening, 
and the veiy signals of yesterday were repeated. It is reported 
that a large fire was lately observed burning on Kiubum Spit, 
and the Spitfire** has gone away to reconnoitre. The mail 
arrived by a French steamer. 

Octeher 13. 

The wind was high, and the sea ran heavily till 2 o’clock 
this morning. The “ Jlanshcc” anived about 10 a.m. At noon 
the weather looked threatening, and the same signals were 
repeated for the postponement of our departure. The wind haa 
hauled round to the north this evening, and the weather pro- 
mises to be fine. The Admiral has signalled to the fleet to 
weigh to-morrow morning, at 6 o’clock, and to follow the 
“ Itoyal Albert’* in order of seniority. 

The weather threatening, barometer 29*41, wind light from 
S.S.W. At 12’15 the signal was made to postpone departure 
till more settled weather, and at 12*30 orders were given to 
hank down fires and to prepare to start at dawn. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

•THE CAPTTTBE OP KINBUEK. 

The fleet sails alonj^ the coast— It anchors^The passage between Oczakoff 
and Kinbiirn Spit foroed by a portion of the fleet— Landing of the 
troops — Bombardment by the gun and mortar boats— The wind rises 
and produces a surf that impedes the progress of operations — The 
French fall in with a Cossack picket — Seasonable supplies— ICencwal of 
the attack — The intrenchments— Fall of Kinburn — Opening of the 
bombardment — A conflagration— An engagement between the fleet 
aud the forts — Another conflagration — A flag of truce on the rampart 
— The Russians surrender — The garrison marches into our lines— 
Rumours. 

Off Kimbobn, October 14. 

The licet weighed and stood along shore this morning. The 
inhabitants were in a ferment of alarm. The weather was 
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beautiful, and wc could at our leisure admire the numerous 
clean-looking, snug villages, the immense flocks and herds and 
urell-iillcd fiirmyards, which met the eye along the coast. The 
fleet anchored at three o’clock three miles west of Kinhurn Fort. 
It is understood that the plan of attack has been materially 
changed. 

Octolicr 15 . 

Last night the “ Valorous,” Captain llucklo, with Eear- 
Admiral Sir IF. Stewart on board, and several French and 
English vessels, forced the passage between Oczakoff and Kin- 
burn Spit, and got into Cherson or Dnieper Bay. I could only 
see five gun-boats, three French and two English, this morning, 
but 1 was assured the “ Valorous ” entered also. 

The troops landed without the smallest opposition, or even 
the appearance of an enemy, about four miles below the fort, in 
the order already indicated ; the 17th regiment was the first to 
land, and the French were, for a wonder, behind ns. The 
mortar and gun-boats bombarded the forts for three hours, but 
did not produce any apparent impression. The weather con- 
tinuing fine, the troops set to work, intronching themselves on 
the sandy spitf only a few Cossacks were visible towards 
ChersonI The wind rising, and thereby producing a surf upon 
the beach towards evening, suspended operations. 

October 16 . 

This morning a few French troopers, who were out patrolling 
in front of our lines on the plain towards Cherson, came upon a 
Cossack picket, hid in some brushwood. They charged at once 
with great gallantry, killed two, and took two prisoners out of 
tire party, which consisted of eight men, and since this occur- 
rence the Cossacks have not been visible in front. The breezo 
is still strong on the Und, and the surf is so high as to render 
landing disagreeable. Getting off again involves the certainty 
of a thorough wetting. Great difficulty is in consequence 
experienced in landing stores, and the paddle-box boats and 
fiats, which got adrift last night and this morning, are still on 
shore, settling into tlie sand, One of these has drifted under fire 
of the fort. The Cossack guard-station is fast disappearing, as 
the few houses are found to contain wood, and wood bums, and 
fuel is necessary for cooking. The cow-houses and stables liavo 
been carried off bodily, even the bulrushes arc considered too 
valuable to be left behind ; the cabbages have been cut, and the 
potatoes dug up, and the hedge taken away, the pigeons killed 
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with revolvers, the poultry and pigs eaten, and the horses appro- 
priated. It was ^ windy to open fire from bomb or gun- 
boats, and scarcely a shot was fired on cither side till late in 
the afternoon, when a steamer, with an Admiral’s flag at the 
mizen, and supposed to be the “ Valorous,” with Sir Edmund 
Lyons or Sir Houston Stewart on board, seemed to leave the 
fleet, and to force the passage, amid a good deal of firing, but 
we arc so far to the southward, and the day is so hazy, that it 
is impossible to make out what takes place. The steamer now 
apparently lies very near the fort, with a French steamer of 
equal size close to her. These steamers, aided by two or three 
of tlio gun-boats, opened fire at 3 p.m., which continued till 
3*35 p.m., at the rate of a couple of guns in the minutef and 
which was returned by the Hussions, but no apparent effect was 
produced by cither side ; and the Eussian shells, as usual, burst 
high in the air, long before their flight was completed. 

The works are beginning to assume shape, and to gather 
strength at every shovel-throw of earth, so that in a couple of 
days the Hussions will find intrenchments between them and 
Kinburn, whichever way they turn. The intrenqjied camp will 
present one line of works towards the fort, and another about 
half-a-mile in the rear towards Cherson, the flanks being open 
to the sea at each extremity, so as to be covered by the guns of 
the shipping. The French take the trench facing Kinburn, and 
may be considered as the army of operations against the place— 
the English guard the rear against any attack from Cherson. 
It would seem as if the French were going to proceed againit 
the obstinate old Governor of Kinburn by regular approaches, 
and to sap up within battering distance, if he holds out in spite 
of the fleet. 

October 17, 5 P.3C. 

Kinburn has fallen, after a short but most desperate defence. 
Early this morning, the Eussians perceiving that the 'French 
had crept up during the night to the ruined village, and were 
busily engsiged in making their first parallel, under cover of the 
houses, at about 700 or 650 yards from the place, opened a brisk 
fire upon them from the guns en barbette in the eastern curtain; 
and trerc answered by two French field-pieces from the screen 
of a broken wall. It was a dull, grey dawn, with wind off 
the shore, and the sea quite calm. The fleet was perfectly 
still, but the mortar-vessels, floating batteries, and gT)n-boa^ 
were getting up steam, and before nine o'clock th^ might be 
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seen leaving the rest of the armada, and making for the 
south side of the fort. The three floating batteries took 
up a position close in with the casemates, and the mortar- 
vessels and gun-boats were drawn up further away, and more 
to the eastward, so as to attack the angle of the tort, and 
light the guns which were on the curtains en barbette. The 
floating batteries opened with a magnificent crash, at 9*30 a.m., 
and one in particular distinguished itself for the regularity, 
precision, and weight of its fire throughout the day. The enemy 
replied with alacrity, and his batteries must have been put to 
a severe test, for the water was splashed into piUars by shot all 
over them. At 10*10 the bombs opened fire. At 11*10 a fire 
broki out in the long barrack, and speedily spread from end to 
end of the fort, driving the artillerymen from their guns. Small 
explosions of supply ammunition took place inside. 

At 11*15 the Russian Jack was shot away, and was not re- 
placed ; the firing became tremendous. Admiral Stewart, in 
the “ Valorous,** and the French Admiral (second in command), 
in the ** Asmodee,** followed by eleven steamers, came round the 
Spit Batteiy into Oherson Bay, delivering broadsides and 
engaging the batteries as they passed, and they were preceded 
by the ** Hannibal,** which ripped up Kinburn with her broad- 
sides. The fire raged more furiously, fed by constant bombs 
and rockets, and at 12*35 a fresh conflagration burst out in the 
fort. At the same time the “Valorous,** “Asmodee,** and 
steam frigates opened their broadsides, and the nine line-of-battle 
ships approached in magnificent style, and took up their position 
at the seaward face of the ibrt, already seriously damaged by 
the tremendous fire of the floating batteries, gun-boats, and 
mortar-vessels. The storm of shot from this great ordnance 
is appalling. The very earth seems flying into dust, and 
the fiery embers of the fo^ are thrown into columns of 
sparks. Still the Bussiai . stand to the only guns they have 
left. The broadsides increase in vigour, and at last a wliite 
flag is waved by a single man from the rampart. Boats with 
flags of trace push off, and . bring hack the information that 
the gaa:i^ii is willing to * surrender. At 2 p.m. the firing 
ceases^ and 1100 men maith into our lines. Several of these 
were quite drunk ; they carried off food and drink, and the 
officers wore their sidc-arm.s. The garrison consisted of tho 
29th Regiment and of one hundred Artillerymen. Two hundred 
are said to be killed, and four or five hundred wounded; but 
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admittance to the town is denied by the French, as it is re- 
ported that the Governor, inflamed to madness, is in iJie powder 
magazine, watching for the victors to enter, in order to* fire tlie 
mine, wliich is well stored with powder. We shall know more 
to-morrow. 


CHAPTER XXXIL 

Soirender of the governor — His grief at his rev eroo Obstinacy of tho 
second in command — Russian council of war held during the bombord- 
auent — The majority decide in Ihvour of submission-^Tears , of the 
governor on signing the articles of surrender — The maJor-generaVs 
friendly warning — Strength of the place — Preparations for increasing 
its strength — Guns — Files of shot and shell — Large stores of agimu- 
nltion — Prisoners of war — Plans for the future— Llprandl with 22,000 
men supposed to be in the neighbourhood — Gherson — NicholaicfT-^The 
lianks of the Hug — Seven hundred and fifty Russians to be sent to 
Epithead— Appearance ol the prisoner»-^Intoxication-«A reconnais- 
sance towards Gherson — A deserter from Oczakofl‘--Activc opera- 
tions— The bomb-vessels— Saooess of the floating batteries. 

Oddber 18. 

When the flag was waved from the parapet, two boats, each 
bearing a flag of truce, puslied off, one from the English and 
another from the ‘French Admiral, and at the same time Sir 
Houston Stewart proceeded to land near the battery, where ho 
found the French General advancing to parley with the Governor. 
Major-General Kolconovitch advanced with a sword and pistol in 
one hand and a pistol in the other. He threw down his sword 
at the officer's feet, and discharged his pistols into tho ground, 
or at least pulled the triggers with the muzzles pointing down- 
wards, iu token of surrender. He was moved to tears, and as 
ho left tho fort turned round and uttered some passionate excla^ 
mution in Russian, of which the interpreter could only make out, 
Oh 1 Kinbum ! Kinbum ! Glory of Suwaroif and my shame, 1 
abandon you," or somethhig to that efiect. As the garrison 
marched out they were ordered to pile their arms, but many of 
them threw them on the ground at the ffiet of the conquerors, 
with rage and mortifleation depicted on their features. It appears 
that the second in command, whose name is something like 
Saranoviich — a Pole by birth — inflamed by courage and its 
Dutch ally, declared he would not surrender, and that he was 
prepared to blow up the magazine before the enemy should enter. 
In this he was supported by the officer of engineers and by the 
officer of artillery. Amid tlie crash of ffilliug buildings, the 
u2 
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explosions of mortars, the thunder of the fleet, and the smoke 
and flames of their crumbling batteries, the Russians held a 
hasty council of war, at which it was put to the vote ‘whether 
they should surrender or not, and the majority carried the ques- 
tion in the affirmative, on the side of humanity and reason. In 
vain the fanatic Pole, the artilleryman, and engineer, tried to 
persuade the Governor and the majority to persist in the mad- 
ness and folly of continuing their passive resistance, for active 
opposition was out of their power. “ We can hold out for a 
week,” sai4 th^. " What then ?” asked the Governor. “ You 
have not been able to fire a shot for three-quarters of an hour. 
Are you likely to be in a better state two hours hence, and, above 
all, where are the men to live in the mean time Such argu- 
ments, enforced by tremendous broadsides and by the knocks of 
the Admirals with cannon balls against every side of the fort, 
prevailed. The white flag was hoisted, much to the satisfaction 
of every humane sailor in the allied fleet, who could feci no 
pleasure in destroying a brave enemy, and much more to tho 
gratification of those who were allow^ to cease a demonstration 
of hopeless courage. Kokonovitch wept as ho threw down the 
pen with which he signed tho articles of surrender, but he had no 
reason to be ashamed of his defence. By the terms of the capitula- 
tion tho garrison were permitted to retire with everything except 
their arms, ammunition, and guns ; tho officors worn allowed to 
wear their swords, tho men to carry off their knapsacks, cloth- 
ing, rogimental bugles, church property, relics, and pictures. 
When the Major-General was asked to use his influence, or to 
give a pledge that no harm should befall such of the allies as 
might enter the place, ho said he would do so, ** but at the same 
time I must tell you,” added he, that the flames are at this 
moment very near the grand magazine.” This was a friendly 
caution, which produced, of course, a corresponding effect, and 
steps were at once taken to prevent any such lamentable losses 
as were caused after the evacuation of Sebastopol by the rashness 
of the troops. The second in command, the artillery officer, 
and the mgineer, finding themselves deserted by officers and 
meruMpSoned their suicidal determination, and surrendered ; 
so jE^tfin was ours, ar fai^ as the flames and smoke would allow 
us^'^occupy it. The defenders of tho northern forts on the 
spit were not aware for some time of the reduction of tlie 
principal battery,* or at least paid no attention to it, and 
hammered away from one gun till a shot from the ** Terrible” 
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utterly destroyed the casemate. As well as I can make out, 
there are in Kiiiburn Fort fiily-one guns mounted en harhette, 
inside and in the outworks, six flanking guns in casemates, and 
twelve moi-tars, and of these twenty-nine are dismounted, 
smashed, or disabled in gun or carriage. In the Centro Spit 
Ikittcry there are ten guns, of which two are disabled, and in 
the Spit, or North Battery, there are ten guns, of which three 
are smashed. We arrived just in time to prevent the latter work 
from assuming most liK>ublesome dimensions, for the casemates 
wore ready for nine more guns, and the platforms indicated they 
would he of large ciilibre. The guns in Kinburn were long 
eighteen and Iweiity-lbur pou.^ders, of great weight and thick- 
ness, and some of ancient date ; we found a small park of guns 
inside ready for mounting. Some of the others were of 1862, 
and the piles of shot and shell and stores of ammunition of all 
kinds were out of all proportion to the size of the place. 

The prisoners will be embarked and sent to Constantinople 
in the course of the day. They sold their kits and all 
they could dispose of-— droschkies, horses, spare clothing, and 
food, by a rude kind of public auction on the spit this morn- 
ing. Sir Edmund Lyons came down in a small gun-boat at 
ten o'clock to the beach off the encampment, and went on 
shore, but remained only a few minutes. The “ Triton*' received 
orders to join the " Roysil Albert," and the “ Leopard" took 
her place, to protect the beach, and direct the landing of stores. 
The fleet is getting up steam — the small gun-boats are for up 
in the Bay of Cherson, supported by a very strong force of 
steam frigates and sloops. It is intended, we hear, to occupy 
the fort of Einbum, and to put the fortifications in a state of 
defence. The enclosure will be divided between the French and 
the English ; and a portion of the allied troops will be stationed 
inside the present intrenchments on the spit. In order to ascer- 
tain the position and strength of the enemy towards Cherson, a 
strong reconnaissance will leave the allied camp early to- 
morrow, and go out for two days, feeling their way in that 
direetion, in which the ubiquitous Liprandi » said to be con- 
cenhating his forces with the intention of attacking us. He is 
believed to have about 22,000 men under his command, but on 
this narrow spit, with a fleet on each flank of the approaches, 
twice the number would not avail to force the French and 
English camps. With a month more fine weather we might 
close tlie campaign by forcing thQ Itussians to bum and blow up 
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both NicholaicfT and ChersoD, and seizing material guarantees 
for peaec in Busaia Proper. 

To act against Cherson a large aimy would bo requisite, as 
the fleet could not with safety and prudence penetrate the 
marshy mouths of the Dnieper, and the road from Kinbiirn to 
that place is commanded by a fort, which could not be carried 
by a coifp de main, unless a strong flotilla operated against it. 
Kicholaicff is very formidable ; the banks of the Bug axe steep 
and high, the currents derious and strong, and the soil sus- 
ceptible of being worked into batteries in a few hours. How- 
ever, to the daring and prompt all things are possible, even 
success itself. 

About 750 of the Bussians will be sent to Spithcad direct in 
the “ Vulcan,** Captain Van Donop, to-morrow morning. On the 
whole, they seem “the worst lot** of Muscovite infantry I have 
seen, and they consist of either old men or lads ; the former are 
fine soldier-like fellows enough, hut the latter are stupid, loutish, 
and diminutive. They availed themselves of their licence in the 
fort to flU all their canteens with “ vodka,*’and in some instances 
their stomachs also, and many of them were drunk when they 
marched out, but intoxication had the eflect of making them 
extremely amiable and facetious. Tlie officers bore their mis- 
fortune with dignity, but ielt it deeply, as was evident from 
their grave demoanour and stem countenances. Few of them 
wore decorations,' and only one was dressed in fuU unifonn. A 
Chef de Bataillon or Major, wearing a long light-blue cloak 
with red collar, who ^limped along with difficulty, bad a good 
deal of influence over those around him, and kept the dru^en 
soldiers in awe by his look, and a sergeant in a long green 
irockcoat with y^ow facings and stripes, aided him in re- 
pressing the mirthful disposition of some of the bacchanalians 
on the line of march. Howe^, 1 have said enough about 
these prisoners. 

The Bussians, with their usual incendiaiy propensity, set Are 
to th^ ibrt below Oczakoff, this monting, and retired after blow- 
ing up the magazines, which went up into the air with two 
heavy explosions at six o'doek. gim-boats arc well 

advanced tpwards the movth of the Bug, a^ are now engaged 
soundi^f under fire flrom the shore. There was a reconnaissance 
this miimiDg, but we sail^ nothing of the enemy. 

October IS. 

m complianoe with the wishes of the Fvmh Admiral, Sir 
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Edmund Lyons decided on despatching a squadron, under the 
orders of Sir Houston Stewart, to co-operate with the French 
squadron under Hear- Admiral Pclion in protecting the left flank 
of the allies in a reconnaissance which was to start to-day to- 
wards Cherson. The utility of this reconnaissance is not quite 
so apparent, for it is evident we cannot now attack the enemy 
if he be in force, and if we retire (as we must) he will he 
encouraged by our retrograde movement. Ho cannot attack us, 
no matter liuw strong in numbers he may be, and when the 
time comes for action it will be soon enough to reconnoitre. 
However, Admiral Lyons is at all times most desirous to comply 
with the I’equpsts of oiu: gallant ally. Accordingly, signal was 
made for “ all large gun-boats to join the Rear-Admiral,” and the 
“ Triton” was ordered to pilot them in from the anchorage off 
Kinburn round the spit. Sir Houston Stewart came on board 
the “ Triton” from the “ Royal Albert” at noon, and the gun- 
boats were ordered to follow her. On ^riving at the anchorage 
olF OczLikoflT Sir Houston Stewart went on board the “ Asmodde,” 
and had an interview of half-an-hour*s duration with Admiral 
Pelioii ; ho afterwards went on board the Valorous,” where his 
flag is still hoisted, and the signal was made — French Admiral 
does not wish to go till to-morrow,” and the expedition is con- 
sequently postponed. 

A deserter came off .the night before last from Oczakoff, who 
states that there are 14,000 in&ntry and 3000 cavalry encamped 
within a league of the town, and that there are 16,000 men on 
the south side of Nioholaiefl*. The Russians blew up the fort 
(Nikolaev) off Oozakoff because thc^ saw firom the practice of 
our morto boats that if they did not destroy it we should 
surely do so. 

The bomb-vessels were engaged at the distance of 2500 yards 
from the forts. The first-class gun-boats, sudh as the “ Arrow,” 
“ Lynx,” “ Beagle,” “ Snake,” &o., were employed nearer thfe 
forts in drawing off the fire from the bomb-vessels, in case the 
enemy directed their long-range guns against them, and in dis- 
tractmg thefir attention &om the floating batteries ; and those 
three batteries, which, to the credit of Frmee and to our shame, 
our gallant ally had the opportunity of testing so practically, 
were anchored at the distance of 800 yards from Kinbum, and 
opened their guns first against the Russian batteries. The 
success of the experiment is complete. The shot of the enemy 
at that short range Aad no effecin^pon them ! The balls' hopped 
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Inick off their sides, without leavin" any impression, save such 
as a pistol ball makes on the target in a shooting-gallery. The 
shot could be lieard distinctly striking the sides of the battery 
with a “ sharp smack,” and then could .be seen ll3dng back, 
splashing the water at various angles according to the direction 
they took, till they dropped exhausted. On one batter)' the 
dints of sixty- three shots are visible against the plates of one 
side, not counting the marks of others which have glanced along 
the decks or struck the edges and angles of the bulwarks, and 
all the damage that has been done to it is the slight starting of 
three rivets. The men are all below, except a look-out man, in 
a shot-proof box on deck, and the casualties arose ff’om a chance 
shot which came through the ports. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE BUG AND THE DNIEPER. 

A flag of truoe-^NicIiolaiefr— Kinbum Spit— Its defences— Mouth of the 
Bug— A stratagem— Necessary precautions— Glare of fires on Kinbum 
Spit — French missa soZetmw— Horrors of War — Return of the English 
gun-boats — Arrival of Sir Edmund Lyons— StanislalT— The admirals 
part company— Grande promAnade mUitair€^A Sirocco— Kinbum made 
secure — An expedition — The rafts — The dockyards of Nicholaleff— 
Arsenal at NicholaieiT— Comments in the English Journals upon the 
author’s account of the attack on the Redan. 

October 20. 

The French Rear-Admiral, in one of the email gun-boats, 
weighed early this morning, and stood up Cherson Bay with 
the lighter vessels of his squadron before the English Admiral 
was aware of his intention. Our smaller gun-boats started in 
the same direction soon after dawn, and Rear-Admiral Sir 
Houston Stewart, having sent his despatches to Sir Edmund 
Lyons, hoisted the signal for die large gun-boats and steam-sloops 
under his command to weigh anchor. At nine o'clock, with his 
flag flying in the “ Stromboli,” he led the way towards the con- 
fluepoe of the Bug and Dnieper. He was followed by the 
“ Gladiator,” “ Spiteful,” and ** Triton” steamers, and by the 
“ Wrangler,” “ Snake,” und “ Viper” gon-boats ; and a whole 
shoal of gun-boats, small and large — “ Cracker,” Grinder,” 
“Clinker,” “ Fancy,” &c. — ^were some miles in advance, cruisbg, 
in company with the French squadron, among the intricate 
shoals which guard the entrances to the Dnieper. 
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Before yie weighed in the morning a French boat left the 
Bear- Admiral’s ship \i ith a largo flag of truce for Oczakoif. 
^he carried the reply of the allies to the request sent by tlie 
liussian general under a flag of truce the previous clay, and 
informed him that the “ major-general who had commanded in 
Kinburn se porte d merveille, that forty-five Avounded Russians 
Avere in the French ambulances, and that the French general 
regretted ho could not state the names of the oflicers Avho Avere 
prisoners,” but he did not say whether that was oAving to any 
difliculties in orthography or not. As the boat neared the 
bciich, an officer, followed by two soldiers, came from the toAum 
to meet them. One of the men bore a tremendous flag of truce — 
there could be no Hango mistake about it; he liad a large table* 
(‘loth suspended from a long i)ole, under the weight of which he 
staggered as he walked. The boat touched the beach, and, with 
much formal boAving and martial civilities, the missive was 
handed to the Russian, who retired with his tablecloth waving 
behind him up the hill, and was lost to sight amid the houses. 

The Aveighty objects in the ruined fort of Nikolaev are 
removed, and, owing to the fresh breeze or the renewed efibrts 
of the Russians, the fire in the broken mass of stonevrork and 
timber spread, and threw out columns of white smoko this 
morning. Two old priests scrambled down to the ruins of the 
fort, and, with their flowing robes and long beards, seemed like 
ancient prophets invoking msdedictiona-^as no doubt they were— 
upon the fleet. Oczakoif is to be left untouched ; indeed, we could 
do very little with it, as we should not be in a position to hold 
the fort against the large force which could he moved against it, 
and they could not be reached by the gnns 'of the fleet, owing to 
the sho^ water. Thus they might hammer away at the gar- 
rison from the commanding ridges in rear of the town. Besides, 
the possession of Kinburn is enthigh for ns, and secures all the 
objects we have in view. Above the long low Spit on which 
the fort stands we could see the hulls of the men-of-war high 
above the water on our right hand, and the high cliffs of the 
steppes of Cherson on our left, the latter tapering away in the 
distance to the promontories of the Bug. The steam squadron, 
anchored inside Kinburn Spit, could cross Are with the vessels 
in deeper water on the other side. In order to avail ourselves 
of that advantage the troops are drawn inside the fort and 
nearer to the extremity of the Spit, so that an enemy marching 
to attack the position would be exposed to a terrible raking fire 
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idong the ^hole of his firont, and from the fleet on both his 
flanks and centre. The steppe on the other side presents a 
uniform face of cliff, varying from fifty to 150 feet in height 
towards the sea. In some places it is precipitous, but it frequently 
slopes away abruptly or is seamed by ravines and water-courses. 
The water is very shallow at the base of the clifls, and occa- 
sionally there is on extensive beach of «and and sand spits beneath 
them, which are inhabited by a few fishermen, and are covered 
with wild fowl, swans, geese, ducks, and cormorants. The most 
prominent objects on the edge of this steppe, of which little can 
be seen from the deck of a ship, are the telegraph stations, 
farm-houses, of great extent, herds grazing, Cossacks, and wind- 
mills. On ascending to the mast-head the steppe is seen extend- 
ing in vast sheets to the horizon, its monotonous level being 
little diversified by the few tumuli and deep water-courses 
visible for many leagues. The quantity of cattle, of poultiy, 
and of com and hay in stack, is prodigious, but the farm-houses 
are wide apart. At intervals of four miles or so a village, 
consisting of whitewashed houses, may be seen each with a 
church so like the other that it is hard to believe they are not 
built of pasteboard by some ingenious Nuremburger. The tcle- 
gi-aphs are all sdike, and are built substantially of stone. It is 
strange that wc have not destroyed them, as our vessels ranged 
along the coast. They enable the enemy to anticipate our 
movements, rcx)ort every change of station, every appearance, 
eveiy event, and to prepare in some measure at least for our 
operations. Captain luglefield, of the ** Firebrand,” asked per- 
mission to knock them over, but for some reason or other the 
admirals did not coilsider it politic or advisable to grant this, 
and the telegraphs remain intact. Perhaps as they stand on 
lofty clifls, it would not be very ea^ to hit them firom the sea, 
but the expenditure of amxnui^on might possibly be justified 
on the plea of putting an end to rapid communication along the 
seaboard of Southern Kussia, and of medring the Cossack hence- 
forth their quickest intelligencer. We noticed nothing remark- 
able on beyond the features 1 have already indicated, 

exceptin^^-'h strong corps .pf cavalry on the beach watering 
theit^korses, and a column of infiui^ advancing from behind 
Ouzakoff towards Ificholaicff. Considerable numbers of cattlo 
were grazing all over the plams, which the Cossacks or .tho 
owners were cbllectipg into great herds, and driving oft from the 
vicinity of the shore. As we approached the mouth of the Bug 
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the water became of a green colour, and was covered with a 
scum of spawn and vegetable matter like a duck pond. The 
mouth is about five miles wide, the banks steep and high, and 
studded with farm-houses. In entering we observed a portion 
of the French squadron coming down the river, and the smoko 
of the light vessels, which were hull down, rose up Irom the 
horizon towards the Dnieper. 

The French Admiral assured Sir Houston Stewart that he hod 
been up to the spit in the river, which extends from the western 
bank for some distance into the streaTn, at about seven miles 
from Ajiojhiol point on its western entrance, and that he had 
not seen anything there. As there was nothing else to bo done, 
the Admiral resolved to have a look for hintself, and accordingly 
weighed in the “ Stromboli,” which was followed by the “ Spit- 
fire,’* the ** Grinder,” and Cracker,” small gun-boats. The 
expedition proceeded slowly up the river. The banks are high 
on both sides, and the brown steppe, studded with herds, farm- 
houses, and Cossacks, pi*es6nts no object of interest. About 
three miles up, on the left-hand bank, wo came upon a small 
vilkige, and one of the Largest farms I ever Saw. Five miles 
up, on the right-hand bank, there is another village with 
two pretty churches. There are guard stations and look- 
out posts on both sides, as usual. The river is three or four 
miles broad up to the spit, where it narrows considerably. On 
both sides the cliff is upwards of 100 feet high, and can scarcely 
be commanded by the guns of a ship. Hqwever, it was ad- 
visable to ascertain what defences exist^ on the lower pari of 
the river till it contracted into within range from both banks. 
The ” Cracker” and “ Grinder” went on aheaeff the “ Stiumboli” 
followed with the Admiral's flag flying, and the ** Spitfire” came 
along slowly, busily engaged in her indefiddgaUe labour of 
sounding, and probing, and angling eveiy bit of the earth’s face 
and of the watm under the en^h. We glided merrily along, 
examining bearings and fiirmyards at our kisore. AWe the 
Spit there is a high bank, ascending to the steppe behind it, 
and at the distance of some hundred yards ffpm the e%e there 
is a tumulus on the steppe, behind whioh I saw some Hussian 
artilh'i-y at a considerable distance as wc were running along 
the coast. The “Cracker” had run on ahead, and the “Grinder” 
was just drawing on parallel with ihia high bank — we were all 
examining it— one officer was saying to the other, “ Well I I 
wonder the Russians have not got a battery on that cliff”-— 
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ivhen from a seam in its side, parallel with the water, a pniF of 
white smoke spirted out, and the rush of a shot followed, and 
was terminated by a splash in the water close to the side of the 
“ Grinder.*’ ** Tell the ‘ Grinder* ho may give him a shot in 
reply,” cried Admiral Stewart, and little “ Grinder,” with more 
valour than discretion, at once put down his helm and ran in to 
land, drawing across the ** Stromboli,” at which the enemy had 
o^Kined another gun at the moment, but this shot also fell short. 
As tlie drum beat to quarters the men rushed on deck in a high 
stale of delight ; the berthings were removed, and the guns got 
ready for action in a few moments ; but “ Grinder” being intent 
on doing his devoir got in our way, throwing dust and smoke 
in our faces, so that at last the fatal edi^ went forth and 
** Grinder’s” recal was hoisted. And now the guns on the top 
of the cliffs, which were only light field-pieces, opened ; none of 
the shot from the Russians had yet fallen closer than twenty 
yards to us, so that all on board were in a meriy mood as the 
** Stromboli” slowly craned over towards the bank. The work 
from which the Russians fired their heavier guns was a trench 
in the cliff, almost half-way up its side, and looked very insigni- 
ficant, but when you came to squint along a gun, and could only 
see four little black eyes staring out at you over a line of earth 
which did not seem three inches high to your sight, you began 
to imderstond the difficulty of striking such objects at the dis- 
tance of a mile. ” Try ^00 yards !” The gun was trained. 
At the words “ 'V^^ell ! Fire !” out spouted the fiame and smoke, 
foid the iron globe, whose curve you could trace through the 
air, hurtled wi^ the peculiar and nerve-shaking hiss of its race, 
right Ofer the eafthwork, knocking up a pillar of black earth 
from the crest of the hill, and binding far away to the rear. 
The enemy replied. We heard the shot coming right at us, 
and, as it fiew over Captain Spratt's head, who was stationed at 
the foretop, looking out for ^oals, and plunged into the water 
600 or 600 yards beyond us, it became evident that the Muscov 
had been playing the deep game of firing shot to entice us well 
under his battery. Now he was trying extreme range, and had 
heavi^ guns than wo thought The "Spitfire,” "Cracker,” 
and ^'Grinder,” were coming into play, and the former two 
made some exceUent practice, and struck the earth right and 
left of the batteiy'. " Stromboli” kept edging down nearer, and 
the captains of the guns were all with eye intently gazing along 
their guns. " Try two thousand yards.” Away flew the iron 
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messenger again, but ho only told the Bassiaiis to bob tbuii* 
heads and keep out of his way, and passed behind them. Tlie 
field-pieces now took to firing shell, and studded the air above 
us with smoke-clouds, and the angry hum of the splinters was 
heard once more, but for the most part they were too light to 
reach us. Whiz ! — right across our crowded deck comes another 
round shot, and plashes into the water over our counters. The 
long gun at the bow sends a shot in reply which goes ri^t into 
them this time, at 1700 yards, and the ** Spitfire” follows the 
example. Whiz ! whiz ! two shot, one after the other at the 
** Stromboli,” one dashing the water up in a pilfar dose to her 
sides, the other cutting the jib foot-rope. The smoke obscures 
the view, but it b quite clear that the Russbns are keeping . 
close behind their works. The last reply from our guns was 
nearer and better directed than the first. However, there was 
no object to be gained by continuing a contest in which it would 
have been pitiable indeed to lose one man. That there was no 
intention of going up to Nicholaieif with a steam-sloop, a sur- ^ 
veying sloop, and two small gun-boats, I need not say, and had 
the enemy been driven out from the point ten times a-day they 
could have returned at any time, and have constructed just su<^ 
another flying defence as that with which we were engaged. 
Indeed, the Admiral would not have replied to the enemy’s fire 
at all, but that Jack is dissatisfied if not permitted to return a 
shot whenever one is sent S him. It would never have done to 
turn back without any reply at all, but, having gained the only 
olrject in view-*that of ascertaining how far sm^ vessels couM 
go up the river without opposition to take soundings. See , — Sir 
Houston Stewart resolved to return, and, with a parting salute 
from our guns, the ” Stromboli” set her jib, slewed round, aud 
steamed slowly down the river. The enemy fired two guns one 
after the other, but the “Spitfire,” “Gyrinder,” and “Cracker” 
soon silenced them, aud a parting salute from the latter, a shell, 
fell right into the earthwork, burst, and appeared to do the Eus- 
sians a good deal of mischief. As we returned, the “ Spiteful,” 
Triton,” and “ Arrow,” which had remained off the mouth of 
the J3ug-*an unpleasant position, whbh will be appreciated by 
London lodgers— were seen steaming fiill butt up to us, as they 
apprehended they could do some good and help us out of a 
scrape ; but their zeal was not gratified, and the emulative gun- 
ners had not a chance of doing anythi^. The little flotilla 
returned to its anchorage off the Bog, and remamed there for 



302 


THE BUG AND THE DNIEPER. 


the night» without the smalleHt apprehensions that the enemy 
could do U8 any harm from Nicholaieff. Mr. Srooker^ one of 
the active and intelligent officers of the ‘‘ Spitfire”— -and that is 
indeed saying much, where all are so able and so willing — 
volunteered to go in one of the small gun-boats (the ** Cracker”) 
right up to Nichohdeff, after dusk, to ascertain the force and 
position of the enemy's batteries ; but it was judged inexpedient 
to haaalkL the loss of a gun-boat, which wnold be made a subject 
of great rejoicing and triumph to the enemy, iirhile the success 
of the experiment would not be of much importance, inasmuch 
as we were ndt in a position to attack and occupy Nicholaieffi 
Had Marshal Felissier listened to the earnest demands of Sir 
Edmund Lyons for 16,000 or 20,000 men, there would, indeed, 
have been some utility in such a reconnaissance, for the opera- 
tions of our steam fleet might have mystified the enemy so com- 
pletely as to enable us to land a force and by a coup de main to 
destroy, though not to occupy, Hicholaieff. It appears tliat 
'"from the Bpit below the confluence of the Ingul and Bug the 
town is 6000 yards distant, and is invisible, so that it would be 
necessary for a fleet showing a very narrow front and in very 
shoal and difficult water to force batteries, booms, sunken vessels, 
* gun-boats, and get round into the Ingul itself, before they could 
- fire a shot on the place ; and in the mean time every vessel 
would have to run the gauntlet of high banks lined with rifle- 
men which their guns could not rca^. Sir Houston Stewai-t, 
under any circumstances, would scarcely have been justified in 
allowing an experiment of the kind, more especially as its success 
could not have led to any gratifying result ; but it would not have 
been in his province to g^vc permission, inasmuch as Sir Edmund 
Lyons was almost within sight. Soon after the flotilla anchored, a 
large convoy was observed parallel to the river, proceeduig along 
the east bank towards Nioholaieff, and the ** Spitfire” signalled 
fi>r permission to go in*anc shell them. In the absence of tlio 
Admiral, who had not yet cast anchor, Uio request was not com- 
plied with, and, indeed, the evening had advanced too far to 
permit of her doing any good. The night passed quietly, all 
the ordinary precautions in presence of an enemy being strictly 

adhered^ 

y- ' October 21. 

Late last night the glare of fires was seen on the Kinbum 
Si^ near the south ftmth of the Dnieper, and, alUiougli the 
gun-boats are operating in that direction, it most likely pro- 
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cccdcd from the Cossacks, who are busily occupied burning the 
produce of the Russian peasants, lest it should fall into the 
hands of the enemy. 

The French Admiral, in one of the gun-boats^ attended by 
two others, went away during the night. This morning the 
wind blew strong down the river, and raised a rough tideway, 
whioh was troublesome to small boats. The atmosphere grew 
cold and grey, with immense refraction. Dark clouds of smoke 
arose from over the land to the S.S.E., which would indicate 
that the Cossacks were still at their work on the Spit. Church 
pendants were hoisted in the forenoon, and Divine Service, 
according to the Church of England, was duly celebrated in the 
conAncnce of the Bug soid Dnieper, for the first time since 
Christianity blessed the earth, and, within sight of the spires of 
many Greek orthodox churches. The Frem^ had a little misM 
solennis of their own. At 2‘.30, three large and one small gun- 
boat got up fAnarn and weighed. They stood straight up the 
river, and great was our excitement lest they should think it 
necessary to silence the battery which we had left with its teeth 
drawn, if not its tongue tied, yesterday. Before they started, 
and just after church-service, Sir Houston Stewart, having sig- 
nalled for an officer of the ** Spitfire " to oome on board, went 
off in the “ Cracker,” attended by tho “ Grinder,” to examino 
the coast to the S.S.E., and to endeavour to ascertain the cause 
of the numerous fires, indicated by pillars of smoke in that 
direction. They w'cre soon lost in the haze to the southward. 
In vain they tried to find out the position of the troops 
who wore supposed to be advancing along the Spit, to destroy 
all the forage and provision in their way for forty miles, so as 
to make the country a barren w^aste, and prevent the enemy 
marching tow.ards the fort without taking with them supplies. 
However harsh this measure may appear, it is a neoessazy 
operation of war. When Sydney Smith drew his terrible picture 
of John BidFs afflictions in a probable invasion — coru-ncks 
blazing on every side — sows of the best breed running about 
Avith their throats cut, and the parson's lady invested by an 
amorous Gaul — he must have had a pn^hetic inkling of the 
operations of our fleet in the Bay of Chorson, always excepting 
the investment of the lady, for the priests of the Greek rite are 
not given to marriage. So the Admiral returned, having 
disturbed immense quantities of wild-fowl, whksli have fi^uented 
the banks of the Boiysthenes sinoe remotest, anoihitt histoij# 
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JMeantimc, our friends and allies sidled up to the Spit, and 
perhaps they had some faint notion that they should succeed in 
destroying the battery which their good friends and allies the 
English had not utterly pulverized the day before. The day 
was very dull, as I have said, and the north wind created an 
immense refraction, so that the end of the clifl* appeared to be 
lilted out of the water, and the vessels to have wavering hulls 
and quivering masts as they advanced, just as one would see 
them through the haze from a hot walk in a July day. pn 
they went, however, and at last they arrived off the Spit, 
and the enemy opened lire on them as before. The small gun- 
boat .stood bravely in within 1500 yards of the shore, the otliers 
anchored at 1800, and all engaged the guns in the breastwork 
very sharply. Their shot ilew over the cliff, hit its face, knocked 
the water at its base into clouds of spray, and the Kussians 
struck the water behind, before, at this side, and at that side of 
the vessel, but never hit mast, spar, or rope, and so the fight 
continued ; but the French aver they dismounted one gun at 
lea.st, and drew down a great body of the enemy before they 
retired. This they did after half-an-hour s dalliance with the 
Jtussians, and then they anchored off the mouth of the Bug, 
close to us once more. Meantime we had seen a sight, which 
led us to believe that His M<\jesty the Czar, or some of his 
Imperial family, was actually honouring our little squadi*on by 
a minute inspection. Perhaps he was thinking how they might 
run for a marine Cesarewitch. It might, indeed, have been 
after all only a Governor of Cherson whom we saw, but about 
mid-day there certainly did apptiar, on the east bank of the Bug, 
some great man on a big, dark horse, followed by ten or twelve 
officers, mounted, and some few orderlies. This august personage 
rode over to the Cossack po8t,«dismounted, and honoured us by 
a minute inspection, which hednterrupted from time to time by 
a few words to those axouiid him. Presently a Cossack came 
galloping across the steppe at full speed, right to the group of 
cavaliers. When he approached he dismounted, and, walking 
to Bcurveyor of our navy, knelt down, and appeared to 

kiss ^ handed him a despatch. The great man read 

tha w^We, mounted h's horse^ and rode off to a neighbouring 
post^ Mlowed 'by his suite. The next time we saw him he was 
visiting the Cossack post higher up the river, after which he 
proceeded along the road towards Nicholaicff. Some time after 
the French boats retired, the English gun-boats came in sight. 
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and in the early evening they anchored in their old place, and 
Admiral Stewart lell the “Cracker,’* and returned to tho 
“ Stromboli.** At night strict watch was kept on board the 
little fleet. Fire-ships are not much to be feared by steamers, 
but still the wind was strong down from Nicholaieff, and the 
Russians for once might attempt to do something, ^nd so there 
were look-out men placed fore and aft, and armed sentinels, and 
loaded carronades, and with these precautions we went to sleep — 
in tho waters, for the time being, of Her Majesty the Queen and 
of His ImperiiU Majesty Louis Napoleon. 

Orfobfr 29. 

The wind chopped round and blew from tho westward, and 
somewhat from the southward up the Bug. At ten o'clock 
Admiral Stewart went on board the “ Spitfire,*’ and proceeded 
southwards, towards the Kinbum Spit, to look out for the 
ti'oops, and to discover the cause of the fires, which were still 
blazing along tho horizon. As he bore away on his course, a 
French. gun-boat came close to him with a despatch for th& 
Admiral, from Admiral Pellion, in which he very politely 
and handsomely xdaced at the disposal of Sir Houston Stewart 
several chahupes canmnieres lying off* the mouths of the 
Dnieper, in case the latter felt inclined to destroy certain large 
boats on the beach below StanislafT. The tone and spirit of 
Admiral Pellion’s letter were admirably polite and considerate. 
The French officer who brought it stated that in the little 
affair between the gun-boats and earthwork yesterday ihey 
had dismounted one gun, and suffered no loss ; and he pro* 
ceeded bn his way in his boat to rejoin his chaloupe, after a 
hearty shake of the hand from the Adiniral. As the “ Spitfire'* 
was forging ahead on her course, a small craft, with an odmiral'a 
flag red at the mizen, was seen at the horizon. It could be no 
other than Sir Edmund Lyons. The dull echo of the guns, 
and the distant scent of gunpowder, had enticed him into our 
waters to see what was going on, and his flag was flying in 
the little “ Danube.** Many of the captains of the fleet were 
with him — Sir T. Pasley, Captain Jones, Captain Mends, 
Captain IQng, Captain M’Cleverty, Captain Talbot, Captain 
Hastings, Captain Edgell, Captain Loring, Captain Hay, Cap- 
tain Goldsmith, Captain Inglefield, Captain Buckle, Captain 
Giifard; his secretary, Mr. deeve; his Flag-Lieutenant 
Lyons, &c. The Admiral sent off his barge to the Spit- 
fire,’* and Sir Houston Stewart, Captain Sprstt;, Comu^der 
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Cowper Coles, Mr. Brooker, Ac. went on board the “ Danube,” 
which immediately went away towards Kinbum Spit, accom- 
panied by the Spitfire.” They went within half-a-mile of the 
marais, which binds the coast with a belt of long deep rushes, 
but not a soldier was visible, with the exception of one solitary 
Cossack. At 2*30 the admirals returned firom their cruise, and 
stood in towards Stanislafi*, which the French admiral is anxious 
to bum, particularly on account of the posts on the beach. As 
th^ approached, it was clear the enemy thought two British 
admirals did not fiy their flags together for nothing. A strong 
body of infantry was drawn up on the heights among the 
houses, which were, no doubt, filled with riflemen. A very 
considerable force of field-artillery was collected in the rocar, 
in case the admii'als and post-captains determined to land and 
take StanislafF by assault, or the Danube ” and Spitfire ” 
attempt to bombard the place. It was really wonderful to see 
tliat the Russians had erected a solid compact-looking sand 
battery with five embrasures, on the sand-bank below the town, 
where no trace of such a work existed twenty-four hours pre- 
viously. The admirals here parted company ; Sir E. Lyons 
returned in the ” Danube” to the fleet, and Sir H. Stewart 
steamed away in the ” Spitfire” to the anchorage of the Bug, and 
afterwards went on board the Stromholi.” At eight o'clock 
the French gun-boat came back and anchored near us. There 
were some traces of the troops at Skadovska, about thirteeu 
miles from Kinbum, to-day, as black columns of smoke rose 
up from the Spit, in' that direction. This may bo the work 
of the Cossacks. But the reconnaissance of the admirals failed 
in detecting the march of the soldiers. It is understood that 
all the men of both armies, excepting those required for working 
parties, are employed on this grande promenade miUiaire^ in 
which the fleet is obliged to be too far from the coast to render 
them much assistance. 

November 3. 

For the last four days it has been blowing a sirocco, which 
painfaU^j^DEects one just returned from nearly a month’s trip at 
sea. The air is hot and heavy, and has become impregnated 
with most offensive and irritating dust, which attacks nearly 
every sense at Once. The thermometer has ranged from 75 deg. 
to 80 deg. tdnee Wednesday up to this date. Late On Wednes- 
day evening the ^ Tritahp” ** oShi,” and ^ Firehl«nd/^the latter 
two withr ihottar and gon-hoats in tow, arrivea^^ii^ rather a 
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rough passage, at Kazatch. ]^xt morning the Triton” went 
round to Baloklava, and in the course of Thursday a number of 
French and English vessels, with troops and stores on board, 
arrived, one alter the other, and anchored off Kamicsch and 
Kazatch. The wind blew so hard that it was considered inex* 
pedient to hmd the troops. Yesterday all the different portions 
of the fleet had arrived at their anchorage, but the wind still 
blew strongly on shore, and no disembarkation took place that I 
am aware of, nor has the brigade under Brigadier-General 
Spencer rejoined the Fourth Division up to the time at which I 
am now writing. 

Kinburn is quite secured against the attack of any^forces the 
enemy can bring against it, covered completely as it is by the 
guns of the formidable flotilla wo have left behind to protect it. 
The garrison is strong ; prudential reasons induce one to keep 
the exact force secret, but the Russians must know as well as 
wo do how many men the fort will contain with convenience. 
The French troops will occupy the fort, but a small body of 
English will be left to guard the flag which waves along with 
the tricolour from its ramparts, and the task of its defence will 
be shared with our allies by a powerful English squadron. They 
have worked with extraordinary energy to repair the place. All 
the curtains are rebuilt, tbe ruins cleared away, the damaged 
guns removed, and ships' flue guns put in their place ; the fosse 
cleared out and deepened, the palisades repaired, the south- 
eastern gateway filled up, and its approaches covered by a strong 
ravelin; the crest of the parapets rei)airod solidly and well with 
fascines and earthwork, the Russian guns rendered efficient, the 
casemates cleared out and flUed with stores or adapted as barraoks, 
and the interior buildings in course of reconstruction and teno- 
vation. The batteries on the Spit are to be destroyed, and that 
process is easily effected by removing the massive beams which 
support the sand and the few gabions used in their construction. 
The reconnaissance which started the week before last did very 
little, except bum all the stores and houses which could render 
service to the enemy for .seven or eight miles towards Cherson, 
and therefore I the less regret being in the mouth of the Bug 
at the time it started, and being imable to accompany it. The 
total strength of the expedition was 4541 men and 279 horses. 
On the first day they only marehed to a village two miles 
beyond the pla^ of disembarkation on the Spit, tbe French 
hfdng m am&etiiSbge A mSk in sedimd day 

x2 



308 


THE BUG AND THE DNIEPER. 


the men remained inactive. On |he third day the force marohed 
to another village three miles f^her down the Spit, which was 
completely deserted, except by an old man, his wife, and a 
peasant who was found up a chimney. Two of the Cossack 
douaniers came in and surrendered to the troops. On the fourth 
day the force returned, and having laid waste the countiy, and 
cajitured md slain immense quantities qf poultry, geese, pigs, 
&c., supplies for another day remained unconsumed. The 
French were about 2200 strong. One drummer was shot in the 
leg by an unskil^ i pig-shooter, and bullets were flying in all 
directions in search of geese, pigs, or cocks and hens, whenever 
the force bame to a halt. None of the enemy molested them, 
but a body of 200 horse watched them closely, retreating before 
them as they advanced, and following them up on their return. 
They were saluted with some shots from a French gun-boat, 
which accompanied the expedition as closely as possible, but 
still kept a long way from the shore. The rafts are all safe off 
Kinbum, and they are no insignificant prizejnst at this moment, 
when such efforts are being made to put the Bug in a state of 
defence. 

The dockyards of NicholalefT aro supplied with timber and 
wood from the Government of Ligtewski, which contains several 
large forests of fine trees. These are situate chiefly in the 
neighbourhood of Minsk, Mohilev, and Vitebsk. The wood is 
floated down the Dnieper to Cherson in rafts firmly clamped 
and bound together, with strong and substantial huts upon them 
for the navigators. Each rait is generdly composed of 4000 
large trunks of oak trees, which are covered with knees and 
smaller pieces roughly shaped after drawings and instructions 
sent to the cutters. This is done that the timber may be made 
available at once for use in the dockyards. After being floated 
as fer as the current will te^ce them down the Dnieper, they are 
met by the Government steamers outside or inside the bar off 
the mouths of that river, and thus towed up to Nicholaieff. 
Some small steamers must be kept at Nicholaieff, at all events at 
this moment, but they have never stirred, nor have we seen any 
traces of tiiem in the Bug.'^ Cherson was the great ship-build- 
ing and maritime yard for the Blade Sea fleet in former days, 
but the difficulty ii building large ships there, or rafher of 
getting them away when once they were built, oh account of 
&e shallowness of the water on the bar of the Dnieper, forced 
the Bussian Government to remove their establislments to 
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KicliolaiefT, on the confluence of the Bug and of the Ingul. The 
bar of the Bug has a depth of eighteen or nineteen feet ; the bar 
of the Dnieper has only eight feet water upon it in ordinary 
seasons. The ships of the lino are built at Nicholaieff, but it is 
not improbable that small vessels and fiigates of light draught 
may still be constructed at Cherson. The arsenal at NicholaielT 
is very extensive, but its principal supplies of timber came from 
the Ihiieper, and the loss of these two rafts will be no incon- 
siderable injury. Fine oak timber such as they contain is vciy 
dear and scarce in Bussia. The timber in thb casemated tl^pit 
Battcfy, and the expense of erecting it, came to no less a sum 
than 45,000 silver rc'ubles, or 7600/. English currency. It re- 
mains to be seen if Austria can supply Russia with wood, as 
<5hi* already furnished her with oil, groceries, and manufactures 
of all kinds ; that i.n, they are brought to Southern Russia 
thr^mgh the Austrhm provinces. 

Sir Edmund has presented one of the rafts to the 

French — ^an act of i oiatesy and consideration which our polito 
allied' no doubt osiiuiate at its full value. Their dimensions are 
as follows : — The fir-st is 420 feet long by 63 feet wide, and is 
6 feet deep. The second is nearly the same length as the first, 
64 feet broad ; iv groundi ' in ight feet water. At a rough 
calculation, the two rafts contain 90,000 cubic feet of the finest 
timber, and the in'cscut made W thi; English fleet to the 
French, through our Commander-m-Chief, cannot be estimated 
at a lower value than 20,000/. ; at least, if the timber y^ras in 
England, it would be well worth the money, for the majority of 
the balks, spars, and centre pieces composing it are of ihQ very 
finest white oak. 

The English journals contain, I perceive, many comments on 
a statement published in my correspondence deserihing the ill- 
fated attack on the Redan on ^e 8th of September, in which 
the Oommander-in-Chief, the Quartermaster-General, and the 
General of Engineers, were represented as being in the second 
parallel, sheltering themselves as well as they could ih>m the 
efiects of the dust and of the bitter cold wind which blew 
throughout the day. Kow, it is very &r firom my intention to 
expose Generals to ridicule. General Simpeon came out here 
as chief of the ataif to ease Loiri Baglan of a load of duties 
which pressed too heavily upon him, and to neutralize the acids 
in the Quartermastor-Genei^ and the A^jutent-Oenetal’s De- 
partments. When liord Raglan died, the command was thrust 
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Upon General Simpson, and he who had served for many anxious 
years, feeling he was no longer the stout soldier that had won 
renown for his unarisiocratic name in the Peninsula, or as an 
experienced General, Inid been regarded as the only successor to 
a Napier in India, made representations to the Government at 
home which did credit to his modesty and humility, if not to 
his judgment. In fact, ho begged of them to place the command 
in other hands. Well, the* Government vefused to do so. 
They left General Simpson Commander-in-Chief of our army in 
spite of liimself, and in defiance of his own diffident remon- 
strances. Lell ? no, hut forced him — ^tho round peg,’ as he 
declared him.self to be — info the square hole ; and now they are 
astonished forsooth that the peg did not fit ! Again, is there 
any good ground for attacking one whose business it is to tell all 
that is interesting to the British public for saying what the 
Generals did, where ihey were placed, and how they appeared? 
I cannot answer the question, hut it strikes me, if it be answered 
in the alHrmative, the respondent must ho the last of the Pro- 
tectionists — the Don Quixote of “sham,*’ the champion of 
humbug, and the high priest of national delusion. Why is the 
wiiter to be attacked ? Because he exposed these distinguished 
officers to ridicule and calumny. What, is not a General a 
human being ? If he is cold, must he alone not wear a cloak ? 
if sick, must ho alone not avail himself of a litter ? if storm- 
driven, must he alone bear its peltings with uncovered ears ? 
Are “ distinguished officers” to bo always in full uniform — in 
cocked hats, epaulettes, orders, and jackboots, shouting “ Follow 
me!” to tlieir legions, or taking snuff a la Gomer^l and 
Napoleon in extreme military crises in front of their battalions ? 
If they are, they ought not to be ; sui’ely, if they ought to hi*, 
they ai’e not. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

SEBASTOPOL ONCE UOBE. 

?rore about Kinbum— How Odcai^a may be reduced— Winter at Kinbum— 
Captain Sherard Oaborue’a flotilla in the Sea of Azoif— Arabat. KafTa, 
or Theodoaia — The Peninsula of Kertch — Another expedition advo- 
cated — Alarm in NicholaiefT— Return of tlie admirals — Return of tho 
“ ITiffhflyer** from Circassia — Russian plans and manoeuvres — Differuncea 
of opinion amongst naval and military commanders — Good under- 
standing between French and English generals remains inviolate— Tho 
Eiigliflli force — Its excellent condition — Aspirations— Locomotives— 
i^ir W. J. Codrington's military career — Probable retirement of Sir 
Richard Airey— His sucoebsor. 

BsroBJs Sebastopol, November 3. 

When the fleet ^vas olf Odessa, the advice of the highest person 
in France on the project of bombarding the town was sought by 
the French Admiral, and it is believed that his reply implied a 
^'radical opposition” to any such proceeding, nor was our 
Admiral authorised by the home authorities to attack Odessa 
unless he was certain of success. Sir Edmund hyom and 
Admiral Bruat have acted ail along in the most perfect accord, 
but there has been this difliculty in their mutual relations, that 
Admiral Lyons is not under the orders of tho British Com- 
mandcr-in-Cliicf of the army, while Admiral Bruat is directly 
under the control of Marshal Feiissicr, and it is known that the 
latter is opposed to any operations which would require large 
detachments fixxm tho Fre^ army. It was proposed at one 
time to send in a flag of truce to Odessa with some such pro- 
position as this tb the Governor — “ Are you the Governor of a* 
commercial town or of a military station ? If you say Odessa 
is pui-ely a commercial town, destroy your forts, abandon your 
eflbi*ts to fortify it, deliver up your gun^boats, if any, and we 
promise to respect the place. If you say Odessa is a militaiy 
station, you most expect to see it treated as such by the allied 
fleets.” However, in case of the RusBiaas rafiisiDg to ^ve up 
their guns, dec., and setting ua at defiance, it would have been 
necessary for us to attack the town c^te qvi eoAte, and there 
were many reasons why at Biat particular time such a oourso 
wbuld not have been d^irabie. It may be doubted — ^indeed, it 
is, I believe, doubted — ^by the English Admiral that we could 
destroy Odessa from the sea 1^ such means as we at ptesent 
possess. It is a town built of stone, consisting of wide ttrects, 
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of places, and squares, offering little combustible matter, and 
placed at such a distance behind the batteries as to be accessible 
only to mortar vessels and horizontal fire at a very long, and 
therefore at a very uncertain, range. The houses arc roofed 
with iron, and in many cases there is no woodwork in the 
flooring or ceiling of the different stories, but iron girders and 
tiles and slabs of stone are used instead of planks and rafters. 
Many of the houses are detached, and stand like so many palazzi 
in their own grounds. Under these circumstauc<^s a general 
fire would be fdinost out of the question, and the damage caused 
by a bombardment would not bo very decisive or extensive. 
With all the eflbrts of friends and foes to destroy it, how much 
of Sebastopol still remains ? The Eussians, by the agency of 
])owder, of piles of wood, of tar, of turpentine, and of all sorts of 
combustibles, tried to get it into a blaze, but they failed, not- 
withstanding a favourable breeze ; and we rained shells on it for 
months, and never succeeded in creating any conflagration of 
importance. Well, Sebastopol contained much more wood than 
Odessa docs, and was much more accessible to our fire. The infer- 
ence is, that we could not by any bombardment of the fleet set 
the town in a blaze, or inflict damage which would compensate 
the allies for the expenditure of all their shell. It is evident 
that at some period or another our fire would cease from ex- 
haustion of mean.s. Even a line-of-battle-ship*8 powder maga- 
zines and shot and shell rooms are not illimitable. It is 
equally clear that a line-of-battle steam-ship could not try to 
come in close enough to the forts to develope her fire, without 
ruiming the greatest risk of being disabled before she could get 
into position. The moment would come eventually when our 
bomb-vessels and gun-boats and heavy steam frigates would be 
compelled to cease firing, and that probably before much injury 
was done to a Large, distant, stone-built town like Odessa ; and 
then, if the Russians could fir even one gun as we retreated, 
they would claim, and with some colouring — which would seem 
very bHght and decided in some circles in England and in many 
cities and towns of despotic Germany and of flree America — the 
credit of having beaten off the allied fleets ! If Odessa is to be 
destroyed, it can only be done, first, either by great numbers of 
floating batteries to reduce the forts, and enable the linei-s to 
approach within broadside distance ; secondly, by a sustained 
fire, constantly maintained for several days, of a flotilla of gun- 
boats, bomb-ketchea, and mortar-vessels, fed by continuous sup- 
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plies of ammunition, and even of new guns and mortal's ; thirdly, 
by the disembai'kation on the coast below the city of a foi-ce 
suiliciently strong to defeat the garrison and the outlying army 
defending the place, in which case the city would be open to the 
conquerors, and all the defences taken in reverse ; or, fourthly, 
by some unknown operation of war, locked up by the Admiralty 
key in Lord Dundonald's bosom. Of these plans the third 
alone seems to insure the certainty of destroying Odessa. The 
wear and tear of materiel in a protracted bombardment is incre- 
dible. Even in our affair at Xinbum numerous guns wero 
disabled — as an example, I may state that both of the “ Arrow’s” 
heavy Ljincaster guns burst after a few rounds, so that the gun- 
boat was rendered quite useless. (It should be added by paren- 
thesis that these guns were not furnished by Mr. Lancaster, 
but were ordinary heavy guns bored in confonnit}’^ with his 
principle.) The moi*tar-bcds also underwent heavy strains on 
the occasion, although those suspended on Julius Eoberts's prin- 
ciple were found to answer very well, and to give less shoclc to 
the vessel than those mounted on the old plan. Sir Howai'd 
Douglas declares that a 13-inch mortar ought to hit a large 
object such as a fort at the distance of 4000 yards, but I know 
that many of our bombs missed Kinbiu'n from a distance oi’less 
than 3000 and 3600 yards. The whole of the glacis and of the 
ground before the fort for some liundred yards was burrowed up 
and pitted by the craters of bombs, which made prodigious 
holes in the soil sand on which they expended their force. For 
one shell which would fall through the roof of a house in Odessa, 
three or four would fall in the public streets, squares, and yards, 
where they would be comparatively harmless. These large 
missiles take up great space, and the fleet could hold enough 
to lay Odessa in ruins. Even had the Admires been pro- 
vided with all the appliances for destroying Odessa, the project 
would not have had the concurrence at present of one Govern- 
ment, at all events ; and so the fleets, after approaching the 
to>vn, lay quietly before it. . They might have caused great 
damage to property and loss of life by firing on the place during 
their stay, for, though complete destruction is often difficult 
where damage and loss may easily be effected, there can be no 
doubt that a vigorous fire would have occasioned the enemy a 
considerable amount of both. The French, Admiral, indeed, 
suggested that a certain number of gun-boats and mortar- 
vessels should go in every night and throw shell into the town ; 
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but Sir Edmund Lyons was of opinion probably — and il‘he was, 
there can be but little question in English minds that ho was 
right — that such a petty measure of warfare was unworthy of us ; 
that we ought either to destroy Odessa, and assail it with all our 
strength, or rei Vain from a partial attack, which, on its cessation, 
the Kussuins would say, and not without pretimce, had been 
repulsed. 

The soldiers and sailors who are docined to stay at and oif 
Xinbuin ibr the winter will have a dreary time of it. The soa 
on boili sides of the spit is frozen to some distaiuie from tlio 
shore, but J^lajor-General Kokonovitch, the late Jiussian Gover- 
nor, who was there for four years, said be liad never known the 
sea to be frozen right across to Oczakoff. By the by, it is 
believed that Gencrd Liiders was in Kinbum just belbrc our 
arrival, and that he only crossed to Oczakoif in a small boat the 
night we arrived off the Spit, leaving behind him assurances of 
relief to the garrison, and inibrming the Governor ho ought to 
hold out at least for a fortnight. The ^'Glation’* is at 
Kamicsch, and will not, 1 believe, take paiH: in the defence. As 
to the blockade of the Bug and the Dnieper, it will, I presume, 
be raised by the first frost, and the gun-boats engaged in that 
sei'vice will drop down and join the flotilla at Kinbum. The 
only thing to look forward to is a liberal enjoyment of shooting, 
if the Cossacks will permit it, as the shores abound with mul- 
titudes of wildfowl. Before the expedition started nearly all the 
smaller gun-boats were despatched to reinforce Captain Sherard 
Osborne's flotilla in the Sea of Azoff, where that active and 
energetic olficer is harrying the Kussians as a hawk perturbs a 
field of larks. The ** Fancy," Lieutenant Grylls, was still with 
the fleet; indeed, she is so Iradly built that she is scarcely fit for 
the short hacking waves in that sea, and she strains and leaks 
in bad weather to a dangerous degree. The attention of all 
naval oflioers is now turned ^ '> the navigation of shallow waters 
by vessels with heavy armament, and Commander Cowper 
Coles, of the “ Stromboli,*' who invented the raft “Lady 
Nancy," which did such good service at Taganrog, has con- 
structed models of two veiy ingenious rafts, which have been 
sent to the Admiralty, and wliich are highly approved of by the 
Admirals out here. Eafts of this construction would do 
immense service in the Sea of Azoff, and one model provides for 
the adaptation of steam power, which would give the rail a 
moderate propulsive agency of its own. 
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As to the ascent of the Bug or the Dnieper, it is only to bo 
attempted by vessels with shot-proof screens and proof docks, 
inasmuch as every man could be picked olF the decks by Miiiid 
riJleraen, unless the banks of the river were cleared by troops in 
imnihcrs suflicient to beat back the enemy as they advanced. 
Cai)taiii Cole’s raft is provided with a shot-proof screen which 
shelters the gun and every soul on board, helmsman and all. In 
spite of our operations in the Sea of Azoff let it be remembered 
that we have not reduced Arabator Genitchi, and tliat the Kus- 
si:in.s will soon have free use of the Spit. The moment the frost 
compels oiu’ boats to retire, the Spit of Arabat will be in their 
hands. The water of the sea is frozen to the distance of soverjil 
miles, so tliat no boat can approach to prevent the passage of 
troops or convoys. Had Arabat fallen, and an expedition landed 
at Kaifa or Theodosia, we should have been masters of the 
Peninsula of Kertch. 

A^iii2»ere. 

On Sunday, the 28th, Captain Paris joined the allied squadron 
blockading the Bug and Dnieper, with orders to take the com- 
mand as soon as Admiral Stewart went ; and when we sailed on 
Tuesday we left that officer in charge, with the ** Beagle,” 
“Viper,” “Snakd,” and another English gun-boat, and four 
French gun-boats, to keep up that dismal duty. For .several 
days before the weather showed symptoms of making itself un- 
pleasant— cnveloj^ed us in fogs in the morning, with stiff breezes 
of wind, and in a muggy, smothering atmosphere at midday; 
but the cold had by no means set in, and the air was inde^ 
rather disagreeably warm. 

On Monday, the 29th, the order to embark was given, and 
Brigadier-General Spencer came up in the “ Danube” and made 
a short reconnaissance up the Bug. He did not go as far as 
the little battery with which we had a bnish on our arrival ; and 
indeed the “ Danube” would very likely go to the bottom at 
once if hit by a shot, for she is only a river steamer, little larger 
than a Greenwich or Woolwich Waterman* However, her 
appearance created an immense stir among the Russians. Cos* 
sacks galloped about on all sides and in every direction. The 
battery at the point was manned at cmce» and a field gun was 
detached from the small camp behind it^ and kept along the 
west hank pari passu with the steamer, in hope of sending 
the little ” Danube” to the bottom of the Bug ; but she k^t 
out of range, and as soon as the general had seen all he could, 
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he returned. That evening three large bodies of infantry 
marched down from NicholaiefP, and occupied the villages on the 
east bank near the sea. One battalion set at once to work on a 
high clifT, about six miles up the river, and threw up an earth- 
work, either to cover riflemen or receive guns. No doubt the 
enemy saw our preparations at Oczakoff, and were persuaded the 
troops were coming up to attack Nicholaieff. The infantry wo 
saw were fine solid-looking masses of men. On Tuesday morn- 
ing before we left they might be seen in the various villages or 
hamlets on the east bank, so that when they had united with 
the troops about Stanislaus, there must have been a good force 
ready for us. * 

Admiral Stewart sailed from the Bug on Tuesday morning, 
and joined the fleet at Kinbum, and a portion of the fleet wliich 
had gun-boats to tow started for Kamiesch the same evening. 
The allied fleets, under Sir E. Lyons and Admiral Bruat, Sir 11. 
Stewart and Admiral Pellion, sailed the following day for the 
same anchorage, and encountered a strong breeze of wind. 

The wisdom and foresight of most of our military operations 
in burning, laying waste, and blowing up, was never better 
exemplified than at Kertch. There was a very fine barrack near 
the quarantine station, on the 13ay of JKertch, recently built, pro- 
vided with every comfort, and well supplied with water from a 
deep well, and with capacious tanks. In the ordinary exercise 
of reason these buildii^ should have be^n preserved, inasmuch 
as it was determined to keep a British force at Kertch, but 
before Sir George Brown left, they were burnt by order, and 
reduced to a heap of blackened ruins. We arc now, with inflnite 
labour and trouble, and at prodigious expense, sending the mate- 
rials for huts to Kertch, and dragging them up close to the site 
of the barracks, where they will form a very poor protection 
against the weather in comparison with the substantial buildings 
which we destroyed. As tne tanks are ruined and the well 
spoiled, the men will have to drag water a distance of three 
miles to their new residence. Provisions are now tolerably 
abundant. 

The Highflyer" return^ yesterday from Circassia atid a 
cruise sdong the Turkisl coast, having on board the Duke of 
Newcastle and Mr. Simpson, the artist, who accompanied him 
on the excursion. His Grace will find things greatly changed 
sinco he left; roads made, huts erected, generals gone. Sir 
Colin Campbell, Colonel Stirling, Sir H. Bcntinck, and Brigadier 
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Shirley, have left the camp during his absence. The Duke’s 
trip is said to have been most agreeable, and to have atfordod a 
pleasant melange of hunting, shooting, visiting, travelling, 
sight-seeing, and Circassian adventure. 

The 8th Hussars, with the exception of a troop ordered up as 
an escort to head-quarters, will embark to-day for winter quar- 
ters at Ismir. 

Before Sebastopol, November 9. 

It is known that Sir William J. Codrington, with the local 
rank of General, will succeed Sir James Simpson in command of 
the army ; that Sir llichard Airey, Quartermaster-General, ivill 
retire in a few days, to be reph'iced either by Colonel Wetherall 
or Colonel Herbei’t. There is every prospect of undisturbed 
repose during the coming winter, and during the fine frosty 
mornings the drill sergeants can \jork their will with the 
awkward squads of recruits, so that on the return of spring 
there will be as fine an army here as ever was led by an Englisli 
general Sir W. Codrington is just the man to draw in the 
reins gently but firmly, and to correct the evils which tend to 
mar its efficiency in the field. We are a little too free and easy. 
Rum is too plentiful, and money too abundant. In one small 
regimental canteen on the fifth of November, the anniversary of 
Inkermaim, not less than 140^. was received in ready money for 
articles of consumption, mostly of a liquid nature, and about 60^. 
more was debited to good customers. The Russians maintain 
their usual attitude. The contraction of our straggling lines 
towards the Belbek destroys their only hope of temporary success 
in assaulting this position. Strange as it may appear to most 
people, 1 must express my belief that the Russians do not 
intend to abandon the Crimea until they are forced to do so. 
They occupy a splendid position, notwithstanding all that the 
maps may indicate, and they will not believe their communica- 
tions are cut off till the fiict is evident. Their hope is probably 
that, by next campaign, the Crimea will be a vast camp, and 
that they will be in sufficient force to hem us in at Eupatoria, 
to defend the coast wherever we may make a descent, to hold 
Perekop, and to paralyse our army befoio Sebastopol, so that it 
cannot move on Cherson or Nicholaieff. They hold the rivers 
and streams of the Crimea, and that is a great advantage. 
However, there is one place in the Crimea from which an army 
might move with ease on the rear of the enemy’s position behind 
Simpheropol, and it is not possible for the enemy to hinder our 
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debouchiof^ from this point unless they beat us in a pitdied 
battle. There is no news to record except what is contained in 
my diary. 

Novem^r 1. 

Tho enemy since morning have been executing manceuvres on 
a vast scale all over the plateau, from the west side to Mac- 
kenzie’s farm. They are in full ujnform, their great coats 
being laid aside ; and it is evident that they are undergoing in- 
spection by some great personage. The gleam of bayonets flashed 
in every direction over the ridges, and pierced the brushwood, 
showing tho number of troops to be very considerable. The 
manoeuvres lasted till late in the afternoon. 

A'otmiber 8. 

A beautiful day, with scarcely a breeze of wind, a fine genial 
sun, and a pleasant atmosphere ; all lost so far as tho expedition 
to Kafla is concerned. The men have now been ten days on 
board ship, and the cost of such a little armada would startle 
our economists if they knew the precise amount. Tt is, be- 
sides, very hard on tho officors and men to remain cooped-up 
in men-of-war at a period when their presence is urgently 
required in camp, to construct huts and carry on various works 
of preparation for the winter. Should they return to their 
old quarters, they will most, likely find the excavations over 
which their tents stood filled with water. Should the weather 
break, there will be discomfort enough, and it can hardl}’’ hold 
fine much longer. It is not very agreeable to Jack, either, 
who finds his ship turned into a barrack, and himself suddenly 
cribbed, cabined, and confined in his own castle. Money, time, 
opportunity, arc all wasted alike — wo don’t “ know the reason 
why.” It is said that there is a difference of opinion among 
the Generals and Admirals, and that in their strait they have 
referred to England and Erance, or rather to the governing 
powers of those countries, for instructions. It cannot bo 
doubted, that if England and France were consulted, they 
would say, “ be off at once ! do something for goodness' sake, 
or go on shore and stay there.'* The answer recently received 
to a message, reqm^ting the instructions of an eminent person 
as to the departure of the expedition, is said to have been, that 
ho was not in possession of sufficient facts to enable him to 
decide, and he wished for further information. Thus some 
time will he lost before another telegraphic despatch can be 
received. One can only say that such loss of timo is as much 
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to be deplored as it is irreparable. The English Admirals are 
ill farour of the expedition, and some military men. Major- 
(Teneral Windham and others have always believed that Xaila 
and the Xertch peninsula would have been the proper base 
of our operations in the Crimea and against Sebastopol. Ad- 
miral Ikuat warmly co-operates with Sir Edmund Lyons, but 
he is under the orders of Marshal Pelissiei*, and it is affirmed 
that the latter is averse to any fuHher redaction or dispersion 
of his army, which he is concentrating as much as possible on 
the Tchernaya and Haidar, to bo prepared for an attack, 
should the enemy resolve on such a desperate measure ere winter 
in. Hence probably arise the diilerences of opinion wliich 
require an arbitration at home. Hut the arbitrator, although 
we can talk to him by the agency of lightning, is a long way 
olf, and in spite of all his sources of knowledge, is necessarily 
unacquainted with many things, and while his decision is pend- 
ing, the time for striking the blow which he may finally order 
and approve of will be gone for ever. The weather is good 
to last, imd a continuation of it for a day longer cannot bo cal- 
culated upon with any degree of certainty. In tlie Crimea the 
fog breeds the storm, and last night and early this morning wo 
had a vciy heavy fog, which endured till the sun wanned np the 
air. There may be much force in Marshal Pelissier’s objcM^ions 
to any reduction in the strength of his army just now, whilst 
rumours to the effect that the Eu^sians are preparing to thi'ow 
away the lives of more of their soldiers in assaulting our posi- 
tion arc in circulation. However, the Ijnpen^l Guard arc under 
orders to embark for France, and they might as well take Xall'a 
and Arabat e7i route, and secure us the peninsula of Xcrtcli for 
the winter. Ten or certainly nine days have elapsed since the 
fleet left the Spit of Kinbum, and Kafta and Arabat would have 
been taken and reduced, and fortified over again, in that time, if 
they were to be taken at all. Sir Edmund Lyons is not a man 
to let the grass grow under his feet ; but one foot he cAnnot 
move, for he is tied by the leg, just as he was when he in vain 
opposed the famous flank march on Balaklava, and advocated a 
rush at the town ere the enemy could recover from the efiects of 
their dismay. We must act in concert with our allies, and the 
rule seems to be that neither France nor England shall act inde- 
pendently of the other, but that they may act as they pleaso 
respecting the Sardinians or the Turks. Thare is always a 
want of decision and energy in allied councils, and even ]!^1- 
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borough and Eugene had to regret that no two men can take 
precisely the same view of all the parts and accidents of any 
single matter. Not that there is the least ditfercnce of opinion 
respecting the large operations of the war, or any want of 
unanimity as to the grand details of our plans among the Gene- 
rals, but that the force required, the nature of the troops to be 
engaged, the time, the mode of action, and the results of success, 
are presented in different ways to the minds of different men (all 
of great weight and authority), and the natural cousequonco is 
indecision— just such as arises in the mind of a man to whom 
the opposite sides of a question are propounded by able advo- 
cates. General Simpson has ever evinced the utmost readiness 
to accede to Marshal Pelissier’s suggestions, or to any proposi- 
tions made by either generals or admirals of character and 
experience, so that no obstacle to any energetic steps arises from 
him, but if he wished to-morrow to march against the enemy he 
could not do so without the co-operation of Marshal Pelissier. 
We have a large army in the field at present. We issue at 
least 60,000 rations daily, and our efiective force cannot be less 
than 46,000 men. It is doubtful if the French much out-number 
us in strength, but they certainly do generally preponderate and 
take the lead in military operations hero, either by land or sea. 
The cordial good feeling between the Allies, and the esteem and 
admiration entertained by us for our gallant brothers in arms 
diminishes, or rather subdues, any little uneiisy sentiment of 
mortified pride or national vanity, which might be created 
among our men by this prominence of action, but they can 
hardly be blamed if they desire once more to fight side by side 
with their aUies, to revive the glories of the Alma, and the gra- 
titude and triumphs of Inkermann. Wlien the armies take the 
field next year, the English soldiers will be in fine condition, and 
as soon as the roads are made, the men will have time to learn 
the trade of which so many of them are now ignorant. In truth, 
our army stand in great need of the drill sergeant. A siege is 
at all times rather demoralizing and destructive to discipline. 
The siege of Sebastopol has done this to a considerable degree, 
because to the ordinary influences of such operations the effects 
of a winter's champaign were superadded. Most of the old 
soldiers have been used up ; and the bulk of our regiments con- 
tain an undue proportion of recruits. To see a body of our 
soldiers coming back from the roads in the evening— to mark 
their cardess air^listen to their loud voices in the ranks as 
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tlicy tramp through tho dust — one would scarcely think them 
capable of being lurnod out as a clean sn)art regiment at ten 
minutes’ notice. 1'licy are in coarse and rather dii’ty fatigue 
suits of grey linen, and but for the appearance of order as they 
march, and their forage caps with the reginiental numbers, they 
would not look, to any lounger in flyde-park or the Phoenix, like 
the Hritish soldier, all kempt and compact as he usually is pre- 
sented to the public gaze at home. The ollicers, too, often mere 
boys or young lads not long from England, ride or march along 
with the men. The latter either sing a quick march-song in 
chorus, or wliistle some air to keep the step. Such high spirits 
arc very plea>arit to see, but occasionally the march becomes 
rather too noisy and riotous to suit the notions of a strict disci- 
pliuariciri ; old soldi(‘is do not commit these irregularities, but 
young recruits who have seen little of military life, and who 
scarcely know wind drill is, are apt to exceed the bounds of 
decorum and milllary rule when they lind themselves free from 
parades, and field days, and msj)ections, and put to work on the 
roads like labourers. If the men grumbled it would not be 
surprising, for they are mf jicud for their labour ! Each man 
was promised <Sd. a day for his work, and by the rules of tho 
service the Jlriti.sli soldier is alwa^’s pAid when doing duty of 
the kind, but he has not yet received a penny. Tho reason for 
this is curious. All extra labour for which the soldier receives 
special reoompence is generally under the direction of Engineer 
officers, and it has become a rule not to pay any man without 
the signature of an offictu* of that corps, as authority lor the fact, 
and as a proof that the work has been really done. Hut the 
Engineer officers do not superintend the work on the roads 
under JMr. Doyne, and they will not sign the paptu's, and the 
result is that the men receive no money at all, and do not believe 
they will ever get a farthing. In this dilemma, General Simpson 
applied to the Commissary- General to know if he felt inclined to 
pay, hut Sir George Maclean is understood to entertain very 
great doubts whether he could order tho issue of money from 
the Commissariat chest for such purposes. It will be observed 
that in General Orders provision has bt^en madi^to remedy this 
inconvenience, and that the men will be paid out of the Com 
missariat chest. 

The great majority of the men will he dismissed from the 
roads this evening, and not more than 2500 or 2800 men will 
be required by Mr. Doyne for the wor)t.s to be carried on here- 
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after. The men released from tiiis kind of labour will now 
be available for the Generals oS Division, who have been in much 
need of them, in order to prepare for the winter, and to get the 
works of necessity and utility completed in the divisional camps 
before it sets in. 

The main road will be opened on Saturday from Balaklava to 
General Simpson’s head quai-ters. It will be an enduring mark 
of our presence, but one is irresistibly tempted to ask as he 
looks Jit it, “ What on eai*ih would have become of our army 
this winter had Sebastopol not fallen, if labour could not have 
been spai-ed*, and if the road on which we have daily emi)loyed 
9000 men, and of which there is only a portion ready on the 
tenth of November, could not have been made ?” 

There is a locomotive on the railway below Kadikoi, and in 
two or three days two will be at work on the line. 

A’iwwjfter 9. 

It is announced fomally in the despatches that Lieutenant- 
General Sir W. J. Codriiigton, K.CIB., is to succeed General Sir 
James Simpson, K.C.H., in the command of the British aimy ; 
and the announcement has caused a little surprise, but has at 
the same time been received by an expression of very general 
satisfaction, more e8p(»cially in the Light Division, where the 
General is very popular with both officers and men. Sir W. 
Codrington came out from England on the 23rd of February, 
1854, with the rank of Colonel in the Coldstream Guards, lie 
entered the army as Ensign and Lieutenant on the 22nd 
February, 1821 ; became Lieutenant in April, 1823 ; Caijtain 
in July, 1820 ; Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel on the 9th oi 
November, 1846; and Major-General on the 20th June, 1854. 
lie commanded a brigade of the Light Division throughout the 
early poHion of the campaign, and succeeded to the command of 
that Division on the retiremejpt of Sir George Brown. Pos- 
sessed of a strong const: ution, a spare and vigorous i'rame, 
quiet in manner, energetic in action, vigilant, and painstaking. 
Sir William Codrington acquired a high reputation throughout 
the war, and was often spoken of as the coming man — the 
O&neral, who wiis ,at last to arise oat of the debris of old 
fogeyism^ red llapery, stafibry, Horse-Guardism, and of the 
British army; but the Redan dammed the current which had 
set so lohg and so quietly in his favour, because it was supposed 
that he did not exhibit all the qualities which were attributed to 
him in an eminent degree bv the army, and produced all the 
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backwater, eddies, and whirlpools usuall 3 »^ formed on such occa- 
sions. Sir W. Codrinjrton was posaibl)’ stru^^gliiig with the 
internal conviction tliat the attack had become hopeless, and con- 
sequently lelt some hesitation in siicriHcing more soldiers when 
he perceived the failure of our assaults and the confusion of 
the regiments swarming on the face of the salient, but it is 
certain that in that supremo hour he did not display that 
extreme coolness, those internal resources, that self-possession 
and cnerg}'^ which every one had with good reason, from his 
antecedents at Alma and Inkermann, and his conduct during 
the winter campaign in the trenches, generally attributed to him. 
The revulsion ot‘ popular feeling, either in a nation or an army, 
is often unjust in proportio!i to its violence*, and tlicro wtfo very 
man}’’ indeed who thought “it would ho only lair to give 
Codrington another chance,** and now he has indeed got it, and 
it is believed that he will use it nobly. Sir W. Codrington 
received the local rank of Lieutenani-Ceneral in Turkey on 3()th 
J ulj", 1855. Sir Colin Campbell was gazetted to the sjime rank on 
23rd January in the same year. The only officers now with this 
army who are senior to Sir W. Codrington are Lord Rokehy and 
Lieutenant-General UaniJird, Chief of the Stall*, and it is to bo 
hoped they will consent to do duty with the troops, commanded 
by an officer under Avhose direction an honourable and glorious 
career is expected to open upon our arras. Sir Kichard Airey is 
junior to the newCominander-in-Chief, but it is certain that he will 
go home at no very distant period, as his hc.'ilth is much broken. 
The Commander of tho Turkish Contingent, General Vivian, is 
senior to the Commander of the British Army, and it will be 
necessary to prevent inconvenience that Sir William Codrington 
should receive a step of rank. By the by, when will tho 
Gazette, or tho authorities at home, abandoii the foolish prac- 
tice, as it seems and is called, of giving local rank to officers in 
TarJeey while they are serving iu the Crimea P Is it an indi- 
cation of future policy, and is the Crimea to be a part of Turkey? 
Surely it would be better to say at once that the local rank was 
given to officers “ during the Hossian war,’* or in the “ army of 
the East,” or something of the kind. But this is a small matter. 
There is a report that General Knollys may soon be expected. 
He is senior to General Codrington in actual army rank, having 
been appointed M^or-General on 20th June, 1854, and he stands 
higher on the list of Mqors-Getieral than either Lord Kokeby 
or General Codrington. Sir Richard Airey is so well acquainted 
y 2 
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with the details of his department, that it would he a pit}' to lose 
his services at prc'scnt ; but the report of his retirement is very 
general. Two persons are commonly spoken of, one of whom 
will probably be selected as his successor, these are Colonel 
Wetherall, of the Turkisli Contingent (well known as one of the 
best offtcers in the army), and Colonel Herbert. It is almost 
certain that the latter will get the nppointment, but there are 
not two opinions as to the qualifications of the two officers, not- 
withstandingColonel Herbert’s acknowledged activity and ability. 
Colonel Wetherall is expected here momentarily. 


• CITAPTEH XXXV. 

Both armies at ba)’ — Ccncral Simpson’s departure— Too much de^pntcJi- 
writing — Grand military work — The duello between the north and the 
south side^ — Treaty between Kruiicc and England respeeting the dis- 
tribution of booty and trophies — Bread stuffs — Quality and quantity — 
Objects of art placed at the disposal of tlie generals in-chief — A present 
to the Ottoman Porte — Ucturiis of the booty — Prepariitions for tlie 
winter — General Godriiigton's Order on assuming the command — 
General Simpson’s farewell. 

Before Sebastopol, Nweniher 13. 

The enemy have not stirred — they are only making huts and 
preparing for the winter. Still the allies expect, or rather hope,tliat 
the lliissuins will be considerate enough to play our game and 
come down to assault our position, and it is quite possible that the 
Kussiaiis arc deluded enough to indulge in similar anticipations, and 
look forward to a number of little Morgartens amid the mountain 
passes of Aitodor and Mackenzie before the winter seta in. The 
extraordinary fineness of the vreathcr affords a daily reproach 
to whatever General it may be who ought to act offensively. 
Within one day of the first anniversary of that terrible 14th of 
November, which will never bo forgotten by those who spent it 
on this plateau, the air is still calm. Since the expedition returned 
from Kinbum not* one drop of rain has fallen; and each day 
has been cloudless, sunny, and almost too warm. The mornings 
and nights, however, begin to warn us that winter is impending. 
As I write, the sky is overcast and the atmosphere heavy — a 
good specimen of a London November day, mimis the fog, 
drizzle, or rain ; butr there is not a Lroath of wind. Under 
these circumstances it is to be regretted that the Admirals could 
not carry out their wishes concerning the expedition to Kaffa, 
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for the only ostensible obstacle to the undertaking was the weather, 
and our experience and traditions of last year certainly suggested 
extreme Ciiution before*we ventured uiwn sending a flotilla, filled 
with soldiers, on such an awful coiist at this season, even for the 
very short passage to Theodosia. The event of the week has, of 
course, been the change of Commandera-in-Cliief. The retire- 
ment of General Simpson was by no means unexpected, but it 
was not known who would be his successor, and very lew indeed 
ventured to hope that Sir W. Codrington would bo selected for 
the post. Although too active and able a soldier to be neglected 
in a war like this, it is possible that Sir W. Codrington would 
not liave had a chance of obtaining his present di.stinguishcd 
position, but for a piece of good Ibrtunc. On the 20th of June 
last year certain promotions took place, more particularly 
among colonels of the Guards, and among them w'as that of 
Colonel Codrington to be a Major-General. Of course the cflect 
of such a promotion would have been to remove him from his 
regiment «nd take him home ; but the IMajor-Gcneral was most 
anxious for active service. Jly th^ time the Gazette was pro- 
mulgated the expedition to the Crimea was spoken of, and 
J\lajor-Genci’al Codrington tried hard to evade the necessity of 
r(.*turning home, which to many was by no means disagreeable, 
if we may judge fiorntlic alacrity with which they availed them- 
selves of it. lie was lucky enough to succeed in his object, and 
thus got an opportunity of enlcriug on the career which in a 
very short period has led him to such great honours and to so 
proud a position. The Acting Quartermaster-General had just 
died, and Jlrigadier-Geueral Airey, who commanded a brigade 
of the Light Division, was selected Jis his successor. Tho 
brigade thus left vacant was given to Major-General Codring- 
ton, whose anxiety for active service led him to leave no stone 
unturned in the search for it, and I well remember that, being 
then with tho Light Division, I heard some expressions of dissatis- 
faction because the lucky Guardsman’* obtained the command. 
Only a very short time, however, elapsed before officers and men 
discovered that he was one of the best soldiers in the army, and 
his reputation extended beyond the limits of his brigade to every 
regiment in tho field. The Light Division hailed his accession 
to the command on the second and final retirement of Sir George 
Brown with the liveliest satisfaction, for ho had won the con- 
fidence of the men by coolness and unexaggerated intrepidity in 
the fields and had gained the aflection of the oificeis by his 
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amenity and kind manners. These secured them against insult 
or violent abuse in their communications with their General, 
while in his vigilance and his love and knowledge of his pro- 
fession they could place perfect reliance. 

General iSimpson left for Marseilles direct, in the steamer 
“ Telegraph,” yesterday. No one regi*cts that he has ceased tt> 
be Commander-in-Chief of this armv. All must feel sorrow lor 
the circumstances under which a veterai\ otficer like Sir James 
Simpson resigned his command, llis simplicity of manners and 
singleness of mind never failed to conciliate the regard, if not the 
respect and admiration, of those around him, hut he failed in 
determination and firmness in a matter of vital importance to 
our army when opposed to a sterner will, greater vehemence, and 
force of character. Such an error in judgment, or rather such 
w'cakness, was especially culpable in the Commandcr-in-Chief of 
an army situated as our own has been. The most ardent admirer 
of Sir James Simpson will scarcely for a moment i)rctend to say 
that he possessed the pliysieal vigour necessary for the* successful 
dirc'ctioii of an army in an aejive campaign ; or the strategical 
skill and fertility of resources which would enable liim to con- 
duct difficult operations against an enterprising and able enemy, 
or to extricate his troops with honour out of danger. The late 
General was a victim to writing, like his lamented predecessor. 
He was more of a clerk than a General. Now, is it the Horse- 
Guards which enforces all this scrivenery ? If the army cannot 
be commanded without all these forms and returns, let us have, 
as you propose, a writing General, and a fighting General. It 
certainly is not despatch-writing which consumed our Generals* 
time hitherto, for those documents have always been brief 
enough. 

I regret to state that the army is likely to lose Colonel Mac- 
murdo. Ho has been very ill of fever for some days, and passed 
the crisis on Sunday nigh. Ilis wife amved just before he fell 
ill, and he must go home as soon as he is strong enough to be 
moved. Had the army been deprived of his services at any 
other time it would have been most serious ; and, even as it is, 
it would be hai*d to find a competent successor, for he devoted 
himself incessantly to rtie details of bis most arduous depart- 
ment, and was gradually getting it into most excellent order, 
notwithstanding the great difficulties with which he had to 
contend. 
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Tlie main road lias now been completed from Balaklava 
(Kadikoi) to the central a distance of six miles and a lulf. 
It is a grand military work which will last for centuries. In 
less than seven weeks the road has been completed, and in that 
time upwards of 60, (XX) tons of road metal have been prepared 
and laid down to prepare it for traffic. There are yet several 
brandies to be completed ; one to Karanyi-valley is nearly ready, 
and the others are in a fair state of progress. When Mr. Doyno 
began his roads he had only 1500 soldiers to assist him, but by 
degrees he received increased aid fromtheQuartermastcr-Generars 
department, until he hjid no less than 8(X)0 men at work, 
which, with his own navvies and native labourers, gave him a 
force of about 10,()00 mt»n. The drainage of the road is excellent, 
and numerous and capacious culverts have been constructed to 
carry olf the rush of w^ater in the ravines. We shall have at 
last left a Romanesque W'ork behind us when wo abandon the 
Crimea, and if we bequeath no marks of our existence to posterity 
in India, wo shall at least do so to future generations of 
Muscovites and Tartars. 

Tliorc is little more to bo said. The duello between the north 
and soutli sides is intensely tedious and protitloss ; it is also 
without loss — the stones alone suftcr. 

The Times of the 24th of October, which has just arrived, 
contains an inventory of tlie stores found at Sebastopol by the 
allies, and as it may be interesting to give some particulars of 
t}i3 proceedings of the Mixed Commission, I have with some 
little difficulty procured the following information respecting 
them. Oit the 10th of July this year a treaty was entered into 
between France and England with resixjct to the distribution of 
booty and trophies, which enabled tbe French and English Go- 
vernments to form a mixed commission for the pur)X)sc of 
classiiying and arranging such articles. In compliance with 
this provision, immediately after the capture of Sebastopol, 
Marshal Pelissier named the following officers on behalf of tho 
French army : — General of Division Niel, Aide-de-Camp do 
I’Empdreur, President, and commanding the Engineers ; 
Generfil of Division Thiry, commanding Artillery; Admiral 
Regault de Genouilly, commanding Marine Artillery j M. l^aris, 
Intendant (Commissaiy-General) ; M. Budin, Payeur-Gendral. 
General Simpson named the following officers for the English 
army : — Sir G. Dacres, commanding Royal Artillery ; Captain 
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Drummon 1, R.N. ; Colonel Chapman, commanding Eoyal 
Engineers ; Mr. Drake, Assistant Commissar^^-Genoral. It will 
be observed that the English ofiicers arc not equal in rank or 
numbers to the French members of the Commission. 

The Commission met on the 15th of September at the 
quarters of General Nicl. Its first act was to order an inventory 
in detail to be made of everything found in Sebastopol. To 
elfect this the city and forts were divided, and the care of 
exploring each part devolved upon sub-commissions. The first 
of these, charged with the exploration of the west of the city 
and of Forts Nicholas and Alexander, of the Quarantine, and of 
the Central llastion, and of tlie Jlastion du Mat (Flagstalf), were 
M. Alazaro, General of Artillery, Fresid(‘nt; M. Cacoze, Ca])tain 
of Artillery, French ; Captain Dickson, R.A.; Comte Feldtrappe, 
French Engineers j Captain Montagu, JbE. ,* Lieutenant Laurent, 
French Navy; Lieutenant Duller, ll.N. ; M. Gontier, French 
Assistant Commissary-General ; and Mr. Lundy, Deputy As- 
sistant Commissary -General. The sejcond sub- commission, 
charged to explore the cast of the city, the Redan of Careening 
Day, the Miilakholf, the Great Redan, and the adjacent works, 
consisted of — Drigadier-General Dupuis, Royal Horse Artillery, 
IVesident; Captain Shaw, Royal Artillery; Comte de Callac, 
Imperial Artillery; IDajor Staunton, R.E. ; Mtijor Cadart, 
Imperial Engineers; Commander Marten, R.N. ; Commander do 
Genoux, Imperial Navy; Mr. Crookshank, Deputy- Assistaiit-Com- 
inissary-Geiicral; M. Goutran, same raiilr French army; and Lieu- 
tenant Rumble, R.M . A. On the 25th of September the Commis- 
sion held its second sitting, and all the members were present 
except General Tliiry, who was repreKsentod by General Mazare. 
That olhcer and Drigadier-General Dupuis, as presidents of the 
sub-commission, then laid on the table a detailed statement of 
everything found in Sebastopol. The number of cannon in 
bronze (brass) is 128 ; tlu *^ of iron guns, 3711; total, 3831). 
The President read the Convention of the 10th of July, and it 
was then unanimously agreed that the guns should be divided 
into two equal parts, paying due regard to the different calibres, 
and that one-half should be sent to Jraiice, the other half to 
Great Britain, with the exception of two brass field pieces, which 
should be offered to General dc la Marmora, with the approba- 
tion of the Commanders-in-Chief. It was also resolved that 
tlieso cannon and guns should remain in Sebastopol, and in tho 



DIVISION OP THE SPOIL. 


329 


redouLt.s aiid fortifications of Kamiesch and Balaklava, till such 
time as tlicy were not req\iired for the defence of the place, when 
eac'h Government ini<jlit do what it liked with its own share. 
These decisions, taken coiiformahly to the liret act of the Con- 
vention, leave the valuation of the pieces out of the question ; 
hut by the llh article of the same Convention it is agreed that 
tile Millie of tlie booty, &e., shall be divided between the two 
l*owers proportionally to the numbi*r of men employed by each 
in tliii siege. The efiective strength of the Aiiglo-Saixlinian 
army on the Sth of September was (>3,715 men, and that of 
the French army on tin* same day was ]2<i,705 men. The Com- 
mission, tlicrefiire, decided that France should have two-thirds, 
and Great Britain one-lhlrd of the value of the booty and 
Irojihies. It was dcehired impossible to fix the value of the 
guns immediately, in consequence of want of sufiicient informa- 
iiun and of the necessity of employing the iron guns in the 
defence of the iduec. The Commission, therefore, passed on to 
the partition oJ’ the other taken, and divided the follow- 

ing into three parts, two lor France and one-third for England, 
with the understanding that they are to remain for the supply 
of the defence: — ^107,311' round shot; shell, 101,756; canister 
eases, 21-,()S(); gunpowder, 525,(X)0Jb. ; ball cartridges for 
muskct.s and carbines, 47t),tXK) in good condition, and 100, (X)0 
damaged ; waggons, 00 ; yawls, 0 ; logs of lirpium vit(e, 5(X) ; 
anchors of port moorings, dOO; anchors of dilfercnt sizes, 90; 
grap])lings and small anchors, 50; chains for anchors, 200yard.s; 
old copper for sheathing, lO-l^cboib. ; old ropes, 100,0001b.; 
water casks, 300 ; new ropes of different sizes, 60,(XX)lb. ; 
])ul!eys, dtJO; spars, 40; tools, 300; bar iron and steel, 
l,lij0,0(X)lb. ; iron wire, 4(X)lb. ; iron checks, 3201b.; sheet 
iron, l(>,(X)01b. ; tin plate, Id, 0001b. ; red copper, 120,(XX)lb. ; 
nails, 6,0001b. ; lirwood, a large quantity ; pitch and tar, 2(K) 
barrels ; barrels of paint, 150 ; small boilers, weighing 60001b. ; 
the remains of a stoam-engine of 22()-horso power, taken out of 
a steamer burnt by the liussians ; largo copper boilers, weighing 
100,(X)01b., 8 ; old copper, 100,0(X)lb. ; copper screws, 10,0001b. ; 
old iron, 160,0001b. ; largo bells, 6 ; small bells, 10 ; hospital 
bods, 350; iron forges, in great numbers; main tackles, 12; 
coal, 2(XX) tons; steam-engines, of 30-liorsc power, for the 
basins, 2 ; largo pumps, for the basins, 3 ; iron boilers, 3 ; one 
lilgh-presbure engine of 16-horse power, for the basins; iron 
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cranes, 17 ; an engine of 12-horsc power in the military 
bakery ; two dredging machines of 30-horse power, unservice- 
able ; a still, a clock, six marble statues, two sphinxes, a largo 
basso-relievo ; biscuit, 600 tons ; Hour, 150 ; barley, 9 ; buck- 
wheat, 117 ; oats, 18 ; millet, 54 ; wheat, 20 ; peas, 1^ ; salt 
meat, 60 ; wheat in the granaries, 500 quarters, &c. 

The Commission having examincfl the quantity and quality 
of the breadstuHs found in the magazines declared them unfit 
for the use of the allied armies, and decided that they should 
be sent to Eupatoria for the auijport of the Tartars, to whom 
the allies famish subsistence. The French Intendancc is 
charged with the duty of transporting these supplies. They 
consisted of ll,00f) sacks, weighing 500 tons, of black bread, 
370 sacks or 150 tons of Hour, 100 sacks or 9 tons of barley ; 
1300 SfOcks or 117 tons of black barley, 18 tons of hay, 54 tons 
of millet, 20 tons of barley, 1 J tons of peas, 60 tons of salt meat, 
and 600 quarters of barley in the granaries. The Commission 
decided further that the few objects of art found in the place 
should be placed at the disposal of the Generals-in-Chief, 
and finished the sitting by nominating as secretary M. de 
Genoux, Capitaine do Frdgate. 

The third sitting toot place on the 30th of September, and 
the subject of their deliberation was the viduation of the guns. 
As the calibres of the Eussian artillery do not correspond with 
those of the allies, it was decided unanimously that in the 
valuation of the guns they should only estimate the value of 
the metal, which was fixed at 2f. 50c. per kilogramme for brass 
guns, and at lOe. for iron guns. One of the members observed, 
that among the brass guns there were two T\irkish field pieces, 
and it was at once declared to be the wish of tlie Commander 
to put these guns at the disposal of the Ottoman Porte. It was 
fuii;her decided that, as many qf the articles could not be divided, 
such a distribution should ^ake place as might be best amanged, 
and, accordingly, a high-pressure engine of 20-horse power, a 
distilling machine, and a clock were comprised in the French 
list, and in the English a high-pressure engine of Id-Tiorso 
power and a furnace. As it would be impossible to divide the 
wood of the houses and buildings that are to be demolished, the 
city itself wiis poi-tioncd out, and to the English was allotted the 
eiistem, and to the French the western part. The list already 
published gives the gross amount found, but immense quantities 
of all kinds of articles, muskets, clothing, &c., were improperly 
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removed. ISIr. Johnson, Naval Instructor, waa named as English 
Secretary ; and Mr. Cruikshiink, since the close of the sittings, 
has discovered a store containing about 5000 suits of Russian 
inilitary clothing. The following is a part of the English 
return : — 

Guns in MALAEnoFF, Rkdan, <tc. 

Serviceable. Unserviceable. 


S>incb iruns SS . . 23 

7 to 7^ inch ditto 7G . . IL 

(i to fi'J ditto 81G . . l.'ij 

f) to ^ ditto 310 . . 83 

Smaller calibres 449 . . 42 

i:!-inc1i mortars 17 .. I 

] 0-inch ditto 8 .. 0 

Itrass colKtnis, G to 0.^ inch .... 21 . . U 

]tr.)ss Held pieces 16 . . 0 

AVull pieces 9 .. 0 

Total guns 1790 . . 297 

297 


Total ... ^087 

The return includes eight 8-inch and two 3^-inch brass guns. 


Number 
ot* hbot. 
237,314 


Shell. 
GO, 015 


Grape. 
IS, 380 


Live Towder and small 

Shell. Ammunition. 

1240 419,2001b. of powder, 49G,000lb. 

of ammunition. 


Three small bells and one largo one of fine tones. 

I’wo marine condoi)8)ng steam engines of 30-horsc power in good 


cumlition, nearly now X2,000 

Tlin'e large pumps for pumping out the docks, in good condition, 

with gear complete 2,500 

Three iron boilers for engines 1,500 

Sj);irc gcor for the above 700 

lilocks, with brass .'^heaves 10 

One iG-horse power engine, for pumping out cofferdam, not com- 
plete 800 

Tliree 3 ton cranes, good 1,500 

One ditto, not tixetl, good 200 

One 1 2 -horse power condensing engine, for bakery 200 

One 20-horse high-pressure engine, incomplete, with gear packed 

in cases 900 

Iron boiler and iron chimney, complete 800 

Copper boiler, for steaming plank 33G 

Pair of 220-horse power marine engines, unfit for use, original 

value 12,000 

Eight copper boilers for ditto, repairable, 50 tons 5.000 

Patent ship cradle dredging machine, &c 3,100 


Copper, pumps, forges, hydraulic pump 32,146 

Cranes, &c. ...... 13,280 


Total 


X45,426 
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This, taken with the French return, j^ives the total in the 
but there is an immense number ol* small articles which 
■would swell this inventory to a formidable extent. The Kara- 
belnaia, or Knj^lish side, it will be observed, contained the 
largest and most valuable portion of the articles captured. The 
fourlcen bells w(*re divided thus — one of 250000 kilos. French 
Pare do Siege, one 21 cwt. ditto, one lO cwt. ditto, one 533’00 
liilos. at Ivight Siege Train, another oi 1 l-G’OO kilos, at ditto, one 
SS'OO kilos, at French Park do Siege, one 76'tK) kilos, at Right 
Siege Train, one of 1 cwt. at l*arc de Siege, one of 3 qrs. 221b. 
at ditto, ditto ; one of 3 qrs. 17Ib. at Parc du Moulin ; one of 
3G-(X) kilos, at Right Siege Train ; one of 26‘'151b. at French 
Parc de Siege ; one of 9 ()0 kilos, at General J\Iazare’s office. 

The quantity of wood taken from the place is very great, and 
the town still furnishes our offim*s, who are left to their own 
resources, with vast supjdies — only to be got under fire how- 
ever — of wood, iron, hricks, and cut stone. It is a hard tug for 
horses and men to get them up from the city, and the enemy are 
sure to send a shpl at them whenever they see a party engaged 
in collecting wood or building materials. 1 fear there is no- 
thing of interest to bo found in my diary. The army is busy 
hutting itself, and it %vill soon bo in a condition to bid the 
weather defiance. The extent of canvas, however, which still 
ijicets the eye would astonish a stranger. The tents stand out 
distinctly amid the dingy huts and wdgwams, and are apt to 
engage the attention exclusively. The French are far behind 
U8 in their preijarations for making themselves comfortable for 
the winter. Their main road is not nearly completed, and the 
Sardinians get on but slowly with their branch to Kumara. 

Saturday. 

The weather continues fine. The changes announced in the 
staff and in the army are ^arge. The army will be divided, it 
is said, into two corps of three divisions each — one to bo under 
the command of Sir Colin Campbell, if he will accept it ; the 
other under that of General Eyre. The staff of generals will 
stand thus : — 

Commander-in-Chief, Sir W. J. Codrington. 

Chief of the Staff, JVlajor-General Windham. 

Light Division, Lord W. Paulet. 

Guards’ Division, Lord Rokeby. 

Second Division, Mujor-Gencrad Barnard, late Chief of the Staff 
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Third Division, Sir R. E3T0. 

Fourth Division, Major-General Garrett. 

Highland Division, Drigadier-Genorai Cameron, pro tern. 

Quarteriuasler-General, Colonel P. Herbert. 

Tho Katl’a expedition is knocked on tlic head, and the troops 
will disembark to-morrow morning. 

Monday. 

General Codrington has assumed tho command of the army 
from this day, and lias announced it in the following Order, 
which has been received witli satisfaction by tho ai’iny : — 

“IlEAD-QuARTr.ng, Sebastopol, Novemher 12. 

“ I have assumed the command of the army in obedience to 
Her Maj»\sty’s orders. It is with a feeling of pride and with a 
feeling of confidence in the support which 1 know will be heartily 
given to any officer honoured with such a commission. 

“ The armies of France and t^ardiiiia arc united with us Sn 
this ground. We know their gallantry well, for wc have seen 
it; we know their friendship, for we have profited by it; wo 
have shared ditlieuliies, dangers, and succ^esses — the groundwork 
of mutual esteem ; and all will feel it our plciusure, as well ns 
our duty, lo carry on that kindly intercourse which is due to tho 
intimate alliance of the nations themselves. Our army wi^ 
always preserve its high character in the field. The sobriety, 
the good conduct, and the discipline which it is our duty to 
niaiiitain are the best sureties of future success, and 1 trust to 
the elforts and assistance of all ranks in thus keeping the army 
to be an instrument of honour, of power, and of credit to 
England. 

"W. J. CoPRINr.TON, 

“ General Commander of the Forces.*' 


General Simpson’s ferewell appeared last night, and is as 
follows : — 

General Sir James Simpson announces to the army that the 
Queen has been graciously pleased to permit him to resign tho 
command of this army, and to appoint General Sir William 
Codrington, K.C.B., to be his successor. 

“ On resigning his command, the General desires to express to 
the troops the high sense he entertains of the admirable conduct 
of the officers and men of this army during the time he has had 
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the honour to servo with them. In tahinjj leave of them, he 
tenders his host tlianh.s to all ranks, and oilers his earnest wishes 
for their success and honour in all the future operations of this 
noble army. 

“ (Jeneral Sir William Codringion will he pleased to assume 
the command of the army to-morrow, the 11 th instant. 

“ JJy order, 

“ If. W. Babnakd, Chief of the f'talT.** 


CIIAPTEJl XXXVI. 

A CATASTROPHE. 

A cntiwtrophe unparalleled in the ann.nls of war— ^Casualties in the Li/rT t 
DiviMiun fro*ni the explosion — Loss experienced by the riKht sieffe-train 
— Frightful ai)pearanet* of the dead — Agony of the wounded — 'i'lieir 
• heroic fortitude — Courage and kindnesh of the surgeons — ^'iMt of sir 
W. (’oiirington to the scene of the calamity — An explosion bchiiul 
Mackt'ii/ieN iarrri — The oxido.^ion Mippused to he the work of an incen- 
diary — Kmhinkatioii of Kiiglii>h cavalry — The Czar believed by sonic to 
he with the army of the Tcheriiaya — An interesting cuuversution. 

Before Sebastopol, November 17. 

This month of November would seem to bo ruled by some 
fpenius unfavourable to our arms. If it gave to us the glorious 
remembrance of a profitless and bloody victory, it also brought 
with it a day of disaster and gloom — the beginning of a long 
series of calamities. The first anniversary of that day had passed 
away amid mutual congratulations and reminiscences, rendered 
all the more joyous by the contrast between the present and tho 
past. Next day we beheld a spectacle of unusual splendour and 
grandeur, one indeed which no native of these isles has ever yet 
witnessed, so far as I am aware. Again those feelings of con- 
gratulation found uttcrai-jo; the purity of the ah’ — the health of 
tlie troops — the abundance of stores — the excellence of the roads 
— tho quantity of hutting — the hospital accommodation — th.e 
fineness of the day — the beauty of the sky — the dryness of the 
soil — the prospects of the army — the bright liued future: all 
these were contrasted by a myriad tongues in endless diflerence 
of phrase, coloured by many a recollection of personal suflering. 
There was no sorrow, no calamity could reach us now, and of all 
things w hich fate could grant us, most of all w’cre we desirous of 
meeting that alone with which £ite seemed to threaten us — au 
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a*;^aiilt by the ciiomy. But, siiddonly, up from the very centre 
oi' our camp, so tluit cv^ry ear should hear and every eye should 
sec, rushes with such a crash as may lorewarn the world oi’ its 
doom, and w ith such a burst of llame and smoke as may never 
yet hfi\ e been scon by man, except in the throes of some primeval 
eruption, a ‘ghastly pillar of sulpliujvous vaj)oiir. It spreads as 
it rises, bc.irin:; aloft for hundreds of yards men, horses, frajj- 
nients of limbs, rocks, shells, and cannon shot, and then raining 
them down again as it extends its folds in writhing involutions, 
as though it were tortured by the tire wdt bin, over the astounded 
solditTV below ! For a moment the boldest lost heart, and 
the bravest held his hrt'ath.** There was no safety in llight— 
the wings of the wind could not have lell that divadl’ul 
shower of iron behind ; and as one of the most collected and cool 
soldiers in ihe army said to me, “ 1 had only presence of mind 
to throw myself 1)11 the ground aind ask the forgiveness of Clod, 
and J received His mere^”!’* M^nvading in military matters is 
not suflicient to enable me to say, with any confidence, that 
there novc‘r was so terrible an explosion ; hut Jiaviiig witnessed 
and heard the ex])losions at J’aulovskaia and Kertch, at 
Oezakoir, of the French magazines on the I7tli of October last, 
and of the Bussian forts on the t)th ol’ September, I must say 
that, in volume of sound, in apjialling effect, they were far 
exceeded in veh<*nienee and grandeur by this tremendously 
abrupt and startling catastrophe. The quantity of Biissian 
powder which went up was about 17tK) barrels, and Uktc were 
about HtX-l barrels of French powder exploded in the three maga- 
zines. Kaeh barrel contained about KX)lb. weight of gun- 
powder, so that the total (|uantily which funiished the elements 
of this prodigious combustion cannot have been less than 
2oO,rK.H)lb. But in additipn to that enormous mass of powder 
there were vast mounds of shell, carcasses, rockets, and small- 
ar'in ammunition, contributing to the intensity and violence oi 
the fiery blast. The earth shook. The strongest houses rocked 
to and tro. jVFen felt as if the very ground upon which they 
stood was convulsed by an earthquake. The impression of these 
few moments can never be eradicated, One’s confidence in the 
stability of the very earth was staggered. Suppositos incedemus 
ignes. What part of the camp is safe after such a catastrophe ? 
As to its cause we know nothing. One of our artillerymen in 
the adjoining park declares that he saw a tent catch fii'o in the 
rreuch pare de siege, close to some shells. 
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Thursday, Xoirmher 13. 

Eleven field batteries, and two heavy batteries, peveiitj^-two 
puns in all, in heavy inarchinp order, were iiisyiectcd by (leneml 
Codrinpton, at ten this morning, on the idains of llalaklava, 
which was nearly filled by tho enormous masses of men and 
horses. There were many spectators, comprising the Sardinian 
General and Etat-Major, luid soiiu' French olKe(*rs, About 
r.M., in the midst of all our happiness, the French jyay'C 
dc sivffc blew up, hurling shells, shot, and ball for nearly a mile 
in every direction over the camp, blowing down huts, shattering 
ambulances and hospitals to atoms, and threatening all with 
ruin. The tiro reached some of our shells and rockets, whicli 
exploded with violence, hut the artillery olficers greatly distin- 
guished themselves in removing live shell amid the Haines, and 
in placing blankets on the mill in which some of our powder is 
deposited. General Codrington, General Windham, Sir J{. Airey, 
&c., were speedily on the spot, and did all they could to restore 
confidenco and prevent any further damage. J^ut the results 
have been melancholy. 

The casualties in the Light Division were as follows : — 


Killed. 


7tli FusiUtTS 1 

l»tli Kegimont 0 

2nrd Fu.silU'rs 2 

sard Kogiincnt 2 

34th Hoifiment 1 

77t1i Kcfrimetit 3 

88th Jlej^imciit 0 

noth Kcgiment 0 

];itlc brigade 1 


Total ... 10 


■\Vounded. 

12 

0 

6 

13 

14 
6 
•j 
1 
6 

C9 


The right siege train has suffered as severely — seven poor 
fellows were buried this evening, and the bodies of three more 
artillerymen were so torn and scattered that their remains could 
not he collected for interment. To this loss of ten must be 
added dor the present that of seven artillerymen, who are still 
** missing.” The total of the casualties in the train amounts to 
fifty-two. Poor Yellon, Deputy- Assistant Commissary of the 
field train, a most active, zealous officer, whose name is mentioned 
along with that of Mr. Hay ter in Colonel St. George’s despatch, 
which has just been published here, was blown to piece.s and 
frightfully mutilated. Lieutenant Eoberts had his left arm 
brokeui and was severely burnt; and Lieutenant Dawson has 
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lost lus leg above the ankle from the cflTects of a dead shell, 
which struck liiin in its descent, as he was in the act of caiTying 
off a live shell from the park to a place of safety. Tlu‘ legs, 
arras, and trunks of men were blown into the cainj)s of the Ititle 
Brigade and of the 34th Itegiiiient, on the extreme right of tho 
Liglit Division. I saw lying amid a heap of ruins, of old iron 
stores, rubbi.sh, shot, splinters of shell and beams of wood, a 
man’s arm scorched and burnt black, on which the tattered 
pieces of clothing retained the traces of a sergeant's gold stri|»os. 
The dead were too terrible to look upon ; but the living in their 
agony were still more frightful. 1 solemnly declare that Irom 
the lips of none of these mutilated masses which I saw stretched 
out in long rows in every hospital did J hoiii* either groan or 
sigh, bio sound escapi'.d them, as those who could si'o rolled 
their sad orbs and gazed npon the stranger, except in oiio 
instance, when an involuntary expression of pain was uttered by 
a poor French soldier in tlie hospital of the 23rd, where he had 
just been trepanned, and was sdl hut beyond the reach of his 
mi.scry. Although the Uussians have been justly praised for 
their endurance of i)ain, I must say £ never beheld them submit 
tx) such tortures as our men experienced. As I looked upon the 
shattered frames before me in which sucli noble spirits were 
enshrined, I could hut remember the howls of a Kussiaii 
corporal, at Kinbiirii, who had been wounded in the heel. He 
probably wished to excite compassion, for on finding that ho was 
to ho placed on a Frencli ciicolet, by the orders of Dr. (lordon, 
his erics were frightful. The surgeons displayed the greatest 
courage and kindness, and every man was at his post in tlie 
midst of lire and shell. Drs. Alexander, Mure, Watt, Mouatt, 
and Longmore, particularly distinguished themselves, and the 
first mentioned brought up the ambulances to the spot while 
shell were bursting in all directions. 

Novcnibir ic. 

Sir W. Oodrington visited the scene of the calamity soon 
after dawn this morning, and gave directions respecting the care 
of the wounded and the safety of the park. The French arc 
busy in clearing away the ruins. 

Novciidier 17, 11 A.M. 

There is a considerable movement among the liussian troopi^ 
on the heights about Mackenzie’s Farm. Three large columns of 
infantry, about a mUe apart, are advancing towards the Western 
Belbck, through the brushwood, and their arms can be seen 
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flashing in the sun all over the dark surface of the plateau. 
About eight o’clock this morning, an txi>losion was observed in 
the liussian camp behind Mackenzie’s Farm, but it was of no 
great magnitude. I saw the smoke distinctly, but 1 could not 
hear any noise, and therefore much mischief could not have been 
done, for the morning was calm, and the explosion not quite five 
miles distant. The French hatteiie^. in the city preserve silence, 
and the Eussians seem to be getting tired of wasting shot and 
shell on such contemptuous foes. 

I regret to say that several of the suiferers from the explosion 
have succumbed in our hospitals. Many of those who have 
undergone amputations and severe operations are doing well; 
but the sudden shock of the explosion and its frightful eflects 
have so shaken the nervous system that it is very diflicult to 
establish a reaction. The wounded oiHccrs are doing well. 
Marshal Pclissier has named a commission of inquiry to report 
on the cause of the disastrous accident. Our men declare, of 
course, that it was the work of an incendiary. General Codrington 
seemed to give credence to the report inasmuch as he ordered tho 
army to turn out an hour before daybreak, to be prepared for tho 
Eussians if they really had anything to do with the act, and calcu- 
lated on crippling us so far that they might attack us with better 
chance of success than before. The embarkation of our cavalry still 
continues, and in a few days the 11th Hussars wiU he the only 
regiment of English horse left in the Crimea. It would have 
been much more economical in the end, and in tho opinion of 
most cavalzy officers far more judicious, if the regiments Jiad 
been left in the Crimea for the winter. The horses and men could 
have been drilled and might have worked together whenever it 
was flne, and young animals of both kinds might have been broken 
in to curb and discipline. Several of tlie regiments had already 
provided excellent stablinq: for the winter, and had ample cover for 
their horses. The men m nuiny instances w-ere hutted, the roads 
up to their camps are in fliir order, and there is no tear that cither 
the men or the hoi'ses would be required to undergo the hard 
work or the privations of the last winter, when they were 
obliged to go to Ealakhiva, knee deep in mud, every day to draw 
their rations, fodder, uud fuel. The commanding officers fear 
that in Scutari or the Greek villages, where they may be quar- 
tered, the men will have only too many oppartunities of obtain- 
ing ardent spirits, and that they will be far less fit for active 
aervice in the field— both man and horse— -than if they had 
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rnnaiiiod t'nc:nii])0(l ami huttwl near Karaiiyi. The cost of cavry- 
inj^ t;u* ravaliy to and fro will be very lioa^'y, but that is, of 
collide, not to be coiisidc^-cd if the ojwrjition ilsclf be necessary 
or desirable. It certainly would have taken less money to pro- 
vide huts and stablinj^ for those regiments that rt'quircd them 
than to carry them from the (h-iinea and back ap^ain. However, 
the thini^ is n(*w done. The pressure on the narrow harbour of 
Jlali'klava will eerlainly be niucli lessened by sending? H|e eavah-y 
;nvay, ibr an immense reduetion will necessarily take phicc in 
the quantily of («rn, hay, straw', and rations to he carried to it 
from the various j)aKs of the llhiek S«*a and i’roiu Constan- 
tinople. The notion of eniployiiu; a larj'e cavalry force at 
Kupatoria or near it, is fallarioua, for llio Uiissians command the 
sv'.inty water supplies, and the allies woidd have to Ibrce the 
IJiissiaii positions ere our cavalry could operate. Kveii then 
their services w’ould be limited to a small district, or to tin* area 
over which they e^ould carry their own supply of water. 

Lientenantd Icneral Sir Kicimrd Airey, late (Quartermaster- 
General of the army, returns to Kngland to-day. Ho sncc(‘eded 
to that arduous post on the retirement of Lord de Tlos, a little 
before the expedition for the Ci’iinea left Varna, and up to that 
tiini* lie c'ommanded a brigade of the Lip^ht Division as plain 
IjriiCadier Airey, but his attainments as a scientific otlicer were 
w'cll known, and it was snpjwsed that he would iiJl the olfice ot 
(Quartermaster-General with distinj^uished success. However, 
tin* mud and quaj^nires of Halaklava tarnished his reputation, 
tie was overlaid with office work, unable to procure lalionr. and 
attacked by sickness and a painful alfeetiou of the eyes, vJiicli 
scarcely left him a moment’s freedom from pain, and at times 
entirely prevented his attendance to his duties, and Ills admi- 
nistration was not so successful aa it wa.s expected to be. nor did 
the aiTan^eraonts of the Halaklava charge, which led to the 
memorable Cardigan-Lucan controversy, exhibit much of the 
luMus ordo for which a (^arttnmaster-General should be 
above all things distinguished. What difficulties Genei-nl Airey 
mRy have had to contend against ho one know.s so well as 
himself, and he can best explain, no doubt, the reason why he 
failed in achieving w'hat, after all, may have been an finpossibility 
to any one but a man of great genius, vast resources, indomi- 
table will, untiring perseverance, and unfailing strength, spirits, 
and animal energy. 

General Win^iam leaves the Fourth Division this afternoon, 
z 2 
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and goes up to head-quarters in order to enter upon his duties 
as Chief of the Staff, as soon as Sir Eichard Airey has left, and 
General Barnard takes the command of the Second Division. 
Some people here firmly believe that the Czar is with the army 
of the Tchemaya, and that we shall yet have a fight. If it be 
well founded. His Majesty can indulge in a good look at the 
English troops, in which his family profess to take such an 
interest. ^ 

A sergeant of the first battalion of tlie Eifie Brigade, who 
was taken prisoner in the trenches during the siege about this 
time twelvemonth, has recently been exchanged. He states 
that he was brought before one of the Grand Dukes at the timo 
of his capture in Sebastopol, who addressed him in good English ; 
— “You are of the Eillc Brigade P’* “Yes, sir.” “Ah! I 
know your regiment well, and take great interest in them. 
Does Lawrence command your battalion ?” “ Ho, sir. Colonel 

Norcott ?” “ Ah ! 1 know Norcott ; did he command you yes- 

terday (which was the day of Tnkcrmann), or Lawrence?” 
“ Colonel Norcott did, sir ; I’m of the first battalion.” “ And 
where were you engaged ?” “In the trenches, sir.” The 
Grand Duke then inquired after several officers by name, and 
said to the sergeant, “Well, I’ll see that you are well pro- 
vided for ; I like tlie Eifle Brigade, and have always taken an 
interest in them.” The sergeant was well taken care of, and so 
far fared better than the prisoners who were sent from Simphe- 
ropol to Eharkoff. 


CHAPTEE XXXVII. 

RELAXATION. 

Extraordinary mildness o. the season — The abandonment of the siepre 
advocated by some — An old soldier’s advice — The flank march — Sir 
(icor^e Cat heart’s saj|;acity~The prize once within our grasp — Ex- 
cellent condition oi'tlic English troops — Army friendships — The hos- 
pital kitchens — 31. Soycr’s stove — Ingenious contrivances — Decorations 
of tlie olflcers’ huts — Thefts — Shocking murder of an English sailor 
nMr Kasateb — Skill of Uie English army burgeons— Wonderful opera- 
tions — Niglitii .:;ale’s attention to the comforts of the Sardinian 
sick — Making arrow-root. 

Before Sebastopol, Aovem&cr 30. 

Either last year was remarkable in the annals of the Crimea 
for its severity, or we are enjoying a season of exceptionable 
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mildness. Storms have lowered over ns and passed away; dark 
skies have threatened ns and melted into floods of golden sun- 
beams. The wind seems to be busied in tossing the French 
steamers at sea and keeping the mail late, in which it succeeds 
very effectually, so that our letters are behind time with the 
greatest regularity. The countiy is open in every direction to 
carriage, man, or beast; the trenches are dry; in fact, the 
weather presents contrasts of endless variety to that which pre- 
vailed last year, and affbrds ground for infinite speculation and 
comment. There is no reason, however, to suppose that the 
English army would have had much reason to congratulate 
itself on the fact that the clemenc}’^ of the season had averted 
the evils which want of roads, excessive fatigue, and a false posi- 
tion would have entailed upon them, inasmuch as it is certain 
the bad weather paralysed the enemy, cut off their rcseiwes, im- 
peded their transport of food, and of reinforcements, and pre- 
vented their making another attempt — not at Inkennann, of 
which they had to their cost learnt the strength, but from the 
Traktir bridge, or at some other jmint of the Tchemaya then in 
their possession, from which they could have debouched into 
the plain of Balaklava, and made a grand attack on the rear 
4 of our lines. Although those lines were greatly strengthened, and 
the profile altered and improved, in November last, when rumours 
to^ the effect that the llussians were gathering a force towards 
Jlaldar, with the intention of assaulting us, prevai]e<l, they wore 
far from being perfect or unassailable. We now learn that the 
country between Tchongar, Perekop, and Simpheropol was in 
such a state that it was with the utmost difficulty the garrison 
of Sebastopol could he fed, and that very strong reinforcements 
wore kept for weeks waiting at Odessa, Nicholaief!’, and Cliersoii, 
till they could march into the Crimea, and were, finally, detained 
till the spring of this year. But for these impediments, the 
llusbians would have had a prodigious army about Sebastopol 
this time twelvemonth, or early in December, and if they were 
indisposed to try another Inkennann, they could certainly have 
pressed us much harder in the trenches and wearied our men by 
strong and repeated sorties, to which, as it now appears, their 
hard-worked and exhausted garrison was not adequate. At 
times it was difficult for even a single battalion to march from 
the army of the Belbek or Mackenzie’s Farm into the city, or 
to effect the usual reliefs. If to these considerations be added 
the notorious sentiments and opinions of persons high in autho- 
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rity, who advocated the abandonment of the siege, and the 
retreat of the array from the Crimea after the battle of Inher- 
mann, it will be seen that our prospects would not have been 
much better liad weather like that we now enjoy prevailed last 
winter. One of the best soldiers in the army — a veteran 
of ^rcat and varied experience — was so convinced of the 
dangers and falsity of our position, that he strongly advised 
the Coinmander-in-Chief to withdraw our array, and renew 
the attempt on Sebastopol in another form this year. The 
inconvenience to which the famous flank march had subjected 
the army became more apparent every day after the failure 
of the first bombardment. The flank march was opposed, 
or was viewed with disfavour, by officers of greafr authority, and 
by one whose sagacity and skill arc seldom deceived in military 
operations, although lie 'is not a soldier, and docs not command 
on land. The descent on the Crimea itself was a bold stroke 
towards the captuii? of Sebastopol. The battle of the Alma left 
the approach to the city open to us whenever we liked. Prince 
Mensehikolfs flank march to Bakshiserai and Simpheropol, 
idthough somewhat ridiculed at the time, is now considered a 
judicious and daring movement, but it certainly uncovered the 
north of Sebastopol, the Tchemaya, and Balaklava : and, as it* 
was determined by our generals to abandon the dashing character 
of the expedition, and to assume for our operations a strategical 
character, to which they had no previous pretensions, we were 
obliged to look out for harbours, and the inlets of Balaklava, 
Kamicsch, and Kasatch met the eye and fixed our destiny. 
Then came the period during which, without let or hindrance, 
or attempt at interference or prevention, the Russians were 
allowed to recover from their surprise and alai’in and flock back 
to Sebastopol, under the direction of a man of extraordinary 
genius. Then they bega'^ the rudiments of the vast works 
which baffled our efforts for eleven long months of trial, sufler- 
ing, and bloodshed, heroically endured and overcome. Now it 
is perceived that if the advice of Sir George Cathcart had been 
followedt tho city might have been ours by a vigorous assault on 
the day attor we arrived on this plateau. The ships alone could 
never have defended the place, and the greater portion of the 
feehb garrison, such as it was, consisted of the equipages, or 
crews, of those very ships. The enemy when tliey retreated to 
the north side would have been as impotent as they are now, 
and Sebastopol, in all its beauty, aud with all its vast stores and 
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liclies, would have been in our possession. That is the hypo- 
thesis as to the result of vigorous action from the south side. 
But had we approached the city from the north side, there can 
be no doubt that the forts would speedily have fallen, the fire of 
the shipping could have affected our operations very slightly, 
and the only inconvenience would have been the want of a har- 
bour. The anchorage is good all along the coast up to Eupa- 
toria, and, except on the great gale of the 14th of November, no 
damage would have occurred to our merchantmen or men-of-war 
riding off the coast. The mouths of the Katcha, or even of the 
Belbek, when the fire of the battery which just reached the 
latter was reduced, could have been made available lor landing 
such stores and matMel as we required. With the northern 
forts the whole city of Sebastopol and the remainder of the fleet 
would have been ours; our army could have reposed on its 
laurels lor the winter in an impregnable position ; a year would 
have been saved in the wai* ; and the .Crimea would have been 
cleared of the Russians early in the spring of this year. Such 
is the hypothesis respecting operations from the north side. 
Such arc the discussions which arise in the army now that it 
rests from its labours atid sees a vanquished enemy gathering 
strength in a position which to us appears impregnable or unas- 
sailable. As to future operations it is not becoming in mo to 
spealc, but the Russian General must ho a man of extraordinary 
confidence if he thinks that on the return of spring ho can extri- 
cate his army from the grasp of an enemy which already clutches 
the whole of his coast, is established at two points in his rear, 
and has four distinct bases of operations, with sufficient troops 
to use thorn all, and to concentrate a prodigious force on any 
point he pleases. The R\issian infantry, in spite of its stub- 
born cndm’once and passive courage, is not equal to cither 
Ercnch, Sardinian, English, or Turkish troops. Every day 
shows us that it has no chance even against the latter when 
they arc led and officered by Englishmen or brave and skilful 
European soldiers. Their cavalry in equal numbers will be 
ridden down like grass whenever they stand against English or 
French squadi*ons ; and notwithstanding the excellence of their 
artillery compared with other arms of their service, k cannot 
compete with ours for an instant as regards rapidity of motion 
^ or precision of fire. Prince GortschakofF will be a grand strate- 
gist opposed to very weak generals if ho succeeds in saving his 
army and marching them scatheless from the Crimea. The 
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health of our troops is excellent; the draughts which arrive are 
rather younger than is desirable, hut they will obtain experience 
and instruction during the winter. They arc admirably clothed, 
and fed as no army was ever fed before — fresh meat, bread, and 
vegetables are issued to all. Henceforth the men are to receive 
fresh meat only three times a week, and bread only three times 
a week, instead of every day. On the other days they will have 
pork or salt beef, and excellent biscuit. Tn respect of winter 
clothing, hutting, and feeding, our men are iminoasurably better 
olf than our allies, and it is not unusual to see the latter eating 
in the English camp of the excess of our soldiers* cooking kettles. 
Little friendships have sprung up in this way. “Eranceese** 
comes over with his spoon, a smile, an onion, and a bit of salt, 
or a savoury condiment, to some sapper or grenadier, day after 
day, about dinner time, indulges in pantomimic conversation, 
interlarded with many ** bonos,** and regales on good soup and 
broth, to the great delight of liis entertainer. Th^s both are 
satisfied — ^a tnie entente cordiale is established through the 
medium of the stoma^jh, and no one is a loser. The reinforce- 
ments to our ally contain, like our own, many very young men, 
and I was particularly struck with the youthful appearance of 
the men of a regiment which arrived at Kamicsch on Monday. 

The hospital kitchens arc certainly worth seeing, and M. Soyer 
has, by the introduction of his stoves, and of an improved system 

milage, contributed to render them efficient. His stove would 
bo still more valuable if it roasted or baked as well as boiled, but 
at present the last is the only operation to which it is suited, 
and the old camp kettle always did that as well, howevfU’, 
with a much greater consumption and waste of fuel. In 
economizing the latter scarce and most expensive article by the 
introduction of his store, M. Soyer has rendered a considerable 
service. No article presses more heavily on the resources of the 
commissariat department, is more bulky and difficult of transit 
and more expensive, than wood for fuel. 

The use of the camp stoves is very limited, and, indeed, such 
improvements have been suggested by experience, and forced by 
necessity upon officers and men, that in many instances the 
most accomplished cordon hUu could suggest nothing to be 
added or removed from the regimental kitchens, made or in 
course of construction. The spoils of Sebastopol have materially, 
contributed to our comforts and efficiency in this respect. 
Kitchen ranges, boilers, iron bars, Stourbridge bricks — ^1 have 
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some in a chimney built into the side of my hut, and marked 
“ llai-pers, Stourbridge” — ovens, brass, iron, and copper stoves, 
pots and pans, Hues, kettles, and hundreds of similar articles, 
have been seized and utilized with wonderful tact. Fine well- 
built cookhouses are constructed from the cut stone of Sebas- 
topol which lies in large blocks around unfinished houses or is 
taken from the ruined edifices and walls about the place. Me- 
chanical ingenuity has been largely developed in the us© of 
resources. One officer converts the funnel of a small steamer 
into a chimney ; another uses one of the pipes of an engine as 
a hot-air apparatus to heat his hut ; a third has arranged a por- 
tion of machinery' so that he can communicate from his salon, 
sleeping-room, and dining-room (three single gentlemen rolled 
into one) with his cook in the adjacent kitchen, and dinner is 
handed through direct from the fire to the table, after the 
fashion of those mysterious apparatus which obey the behests 
of London waiters in the matter of roast meats, boiled beefs, and 
their satellites. Many officers have distinguished themselves by 
the trouble they have taken in showing tho men how to mako 
themselves comfortable. The number of those employed on tlie 
roads and in various other ways has rendered it difficult to get 
on with these works, and in many cases the officers are unable 
to complete their huts for want of wood and labour, and tho 
imfmished walls stand in grim ruin here and there about the 
camp. Wood, canvas, little bits of glass, tar and pitch, and, 
above all, nails and tacks, are eagerly sought after. ^At the 
head-quarters’ sale, on General Simpson's departure the other 
day, a hammer, hatchet, and saw sold for 2L 16s. A bag of 
nails was disposed of by auction the same week for 40s., and on 
counting the contents it was found there were only 130 nails in 
the bag. Friendly little felonies of planking and such things 
are not unheard of, and the greatest favour you can do a friend 
is to let him have a piece of board about six feet long by a 
foot wide or, “ The Captain says, sir, as how he'd be veiy 
grateful if you could give Hm a bit of glass about three inches 
square, sir, for his winder." The heart soon grows hardened 
under such constant pressure, and one is obliged at last to refuse 
" a couple of tenpeimy nails" or " the loan of a hammer for an 
hour” with the sternness of a Biutus. .Pictures of saints, the 
erotic scripture pieces, in which the Muscovites delight, fat 
Potiphar’s wives and garmentless Josephs, very - plump 
Susannahs and very withered elders, and " subjects" of the 
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kind, as well as straight-backed uncomfortable am-cbairs of 
walnut, heavy tables, and chests of drawers, aro not uncommon 
iu the oificers' huts. Cats from Sebastopol abound in camp, and 
are very useful, inasmuch as the huts are overrun with rats and 
mice, not to speak of other small deer, now disappearing before 
the marcii of King Frost. Dogs have come in from the deserted 
city, and domesticate themselves whether you will or not. There 
ai'c always an odd half-dozen about my hut and tent, which 
make night hideous with their quarrels — gre3'honnds, mastiffs, 
and sheep-dogs, and their descendants, of very mixed and in- 
distinct types ; and for two whole days our peace was menaced 
by a liuge double-humped Bactrian camel, which took a fancy 
to the space before the door, and lay there constantly, so that 
our legs as we went out and in wore within easy reach of his 
prodigious teeth. But ho was a good-natured brute, and never 
attempted to .bite nnlcss one tried to mount him, when ho dis- 
gorged his ibod, and spat it out at the assailant or snapped his 
jaws at him in terrorem. However, no one was sorry when he 
heard that the ship of the desert’* had got under way in the 
night, and had sailed off on a piratical excursion against other 
inhdel habitations. Thei'e are, however, thells committed in 
camp more serious than those of planks or nails. Blankets are 
not safe these chilly nights on horses in outlying stables, and 
the regiments that cmne back &om Kiubum found their huts 
broken into and robbed on their return. The oflicers’ furniture 
and clothing were gone. Indeed, there is a system of petty 
thieving going on in camp which is very discreditable, hut I 
am inclined to think it is not the work of our soldiers, or if 
it be, that there are not more than two or three who do all 
the mischief. On three occasions this week my horses were 
turned loose, and on two they were deprived of their blankets 
and clothing ; a spade end a hatchet were stolen Irom the out- 
side of the hut, and hist night the thieves entered the stables 
of the Land Transport Corps of the Division close at hand, 
turned some horses loose, and stole their bhuikcts. Ccesc 
arrived at a fair state of obesity, turkeys, and fowl aie not siiib 
for a moment, and it is almost impossible to identify the 
robbers. Howcvct, the Provost-Sergeants are on tbe look-out, 
and it is their opinion that sqpie of the canteenmen, or rather 
the sutlers’ followers, ai-e the guilty people. I regret to say that 
a very* shocking murder was committed near Kasatch on Sunday 
night, or early on Monday morning. The body of an English 
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Bnilor, covered vvith stabs to the number of eighteen, many of 
them in the belly, and some apparently indicted by a bayonet, 
was Ibiind as I was down at Kasatch yesterday, not very far from 
a French guai-d. The soldiers knew nothing about the affair, 
and as the body has not yet been identified, no one can tell 
whether the murder wiis committed for the sake of plunder. 
A short time previously I was disgusted and horrified by seeing 
one of the Maltese boats towing the body of a sailor out from 
llalaklava harbour, as if it was the carcass of a dog. A ropo 
had been tied round the waist, and a stone was fastened to the 
other end, whicli lay in the boat, in order to sink the remains at 
sea. I was told there were marks of violence on tlie throat, 
but no one could toll anything about the man, except that his ‘ 
body had started from the bottom and was floating about till 
disposed of in this disgracefiil and revolting manner. They 
might, at all events, have put the corpse into a sack. 

Mr. Stafford is going, it is understood, to move for an inquiry 
into the grievances of the medical department on the meeting of 
Parliament. Some of the very best medical officers in this or 
any service are so disgusted, that they say they will retire, and 
they certainly would do so but from their sense of duty. They 
receive no honours or promotions, no matter what their zeal, 
abilities, enduianoi', or services may be. No mention was made 
of their department by General Simpson in his orders, and when 
Sir Richard Airey was applied to by some of the medical officers, 
he assured them that the omission would be corrected. Week 
after week has, however, passed away, and not a word has been 
said of their seiwices, while the French surgeons are loaded 
with honours, and this, too, at the very time that they are 
visiting our hospitals in order to study the wonderM cases of 
conservative surgery which may be witnessed there. 

The Sardinian officers, who have visited our ambulances, 
declare that they are superior to the French, and" have taken 
much interest in the cases referred to, which exhibit great skill 
and professional knowledge. In some instances the elbow-joint 
having been injured, the surgeon has made clean surfaces on the 
bones of the lower and upper arm*!, cut away the fractured 
pieces, and then brought the surfaces together, and the bones 
have joined by a false joint, or by a sort of ligamentous union, 
making a stiff short arm indeed, but with a serviceable hand 
attached to it. The principle is extended to other injuries of 
limbs, and has never, perhaps, been adopted to such an extent in 
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the field as it now is by our English army surgeons. Miss 
Kightingale has contributed to the comforts of the Sardinian 
sick, as well as to the amelioration of the condition of our own 
poor fellows. A Sardinian surgeon, who received some arrow- 
root, or "feculet' as he called it, from her, said the men did 
not like it. On inquiry it turned out that they merely poured 
cold wates on the arrowroot and served it out without milk, 
.fcgar, or wine. No wonder the men thought it a veiy un- 
palatable mess. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

The explosion in the French camp — Curious phenomena — Perseverance 
and courage of the surg(>oiis — A conflagration — A regular panic — A 
series of explosions — Siip[K)scd cause of the disaster — Strange incidents 
— Miraculous escapes — Sliock to the nervous system — Fatal accident 
in the Kedan — An impromptu rifle-pit — The gun-boats — Admiral 
Stewart’s squadron — Sir Edmund Lyons — Strength of the llritish 
army — Awkward squads — Expedients for getting a liglit — Libraries 
and lectures — Triumphs of French military skill— The head-quarters* 
staff. 

I WILL now proceed with my diary, which is necessarily very 
meagre in incident, and, indeed, there was no event to chronicle 
subsequent to the tcnible catastrophe of the lt5th, I was 
riding from head-quarters reading my letters last Thursday when 
the explosion took place, and had just reached the hill, or elevated 
part of the plateau, at the time, and happened to be looking in 
the very direction of the park. The phenomena were so startling 
as to take away one’s hre^ith. Neither pen nor pencil could 
describe them. The rush of fire, smoke, and iron, in one great 
pillar, attained a height 1 dare not estimate, and then seemed 
to shoot out like a tree, which overshadowed half the camp oii 
the right, and rained dovm missiles upon it. The colour of the 
pillar was dark grey, flushed with red, but it was pitted all over 
with white pulls of smoke, which marked the explosions of 
the shells. It retained the shape of a fir tree for nearly a 
minute, and then the sides began to swell out and the over- 
hanging canopy to expand and twist about in prodigious wreaths 
of smoke, which flew out to the right and left, and let drop, 
as it were from solution in its embrace, a precipitate of shells, 
carcases, and iron projectiles. I clapped spurs to my horse and 
rode off as hai’d as 1 could towards the spot as soon as my ears 
had recovered th^ shock. The noise was terrible ; and when the 
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sliells began to explode, the din was like the opening crash of 
one of the great cannonades or bombardments of the siege. As 
1 rode along I could see thousajids hurrying away from the 
place, and thousands Hastening to it. The smoke became black ; 
the fire had caught the huts and tents. General Windham 
overtook me, riding from head-quai*ters as hard as he could go. 
He was ignorant of the cause and locality of the explosion, and 
was under the impression that it was one of the French redoubts. 
Sir Richard Airey followed close after him, and General Cod- 
rington dashed on towards the fire a few minutes afterwards. 
On arriving wdthin half a mile of the place, I saw that the 
ground Jiad been torn up in all directions, the fragments of shell 
were still smoking, and shell were bursting around in most un- 
pleiusant proximity. Captain Piggott, in a short time after the 
explosion, came up with the ambulances at a gallop, and urged 
the horses through the fiames and amid the exploding shell in 
order to render assistance to the sufferers ; and in this arduous 
duty lie was manfully and courageously assisted by Surgeons 
Alexander, Mouatt, and others. As we were all looking on at 
the raging fire, sm alarm was spread that the mill used as a 
powder magazine had caught fire, and a regular panic ensued — 
horses and men tore like a stonn through the camp of the 
Second Division. I did not escape the contagion, but, at my 
servant's solicitation, mounted my horse, and rode off like the 
rest. I soon came up to Colonel Percy Herbert, who was actively 
engaged in trying to get the men of his division under arms, 
but could find neither drummers, buglers, officers, nor sergeants. 
The panic was soon over. The mill did not catch, though the 
roof and doors and window,^ were blown in. The officers, in 
the most'devoted way, stripped, and placed 300 wet blankets 
over the powder inside just as the flames were raging behind 
the mill and at the side o£ it within 200 yards. The rockets 
now began to fly about and to increase the alarm ; Ifiit the wind, 
which had been rather high, abated towards evening, and the fire 
died out. While it lasted, the effects were grand and terrible. 
Hundreds of rockets rushed hissing and bursting through the 
air, sheets of flame rushed up from exploding powder, carcases 
glared out fiercely through black clouds of smoko, and abolls 
burst, tossing high in air burning beams of wood and showers 
of sparks, and boxes of small-arm ammunition exploded with a 
rattling repoH like musketry, and flew about in little balls of 
fire. The park was au enclosm-e about 100 yards long by 60 
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deep, Burroundcd by a stone wall, which separated it on one side 
from our right siege train, it contained immense quantities of 
maUrielf and was tilled with the huts of the officers who lived 
in it. There were three magazines in the place ; they arc now 
black craters, emitting a smell like Gehenna. 

The manner in which this great disaster was caused is said to 
be this : — Some French artillerymen were engaged iu shifting 
powder irom case to case in the park, and, as the operation is 
rather dangerous, every precaution was taken to piuwcnt acci- 
dents. The powder was poured fram one case into the other 
through copper funnels, and no fire was allowed near the place 
where the men were so employed. As one of the soldiers was 
pouring the powder out of a case he perceived a fragment of 
shell gliding out of it into the funnel, and, not wishing to let it 
get into the other case, he jerked the funnel to one side ; the 
piece of shell fell on the stones, which were covered with loose 
powder, and is supposed to have struck fire in its fall, for the 
explosion took place at once. Miniculous as it may appear, this 
artilleryman, who was, as it were, in the focus of the explosion, 
escaped alive, being only slightly burnt and scorched. His 
comrade, who held the other case, was blown to atoms. Another 
strange incident was the death of the commandant of the artillery 
for the day. He was iu or near the park at the time of the 
explosion, and as soon as he had seen everything in order, as ffir 
as possible, ho went off to have a look at the French batteries in 
and about Sebastopol, on wluch the Hussians had just then 
opened a heavy fire. As he rode along, a cannon-shot struck olf 
his head. ’ Such is the story. The escapes that day were as- 
tounding. Clothes were torn oft’ ^len s hacks ; the chairs or 
beds on which they sat, the tables at which they were eating, 
the earth on which they stood, were broken and torn by shot, 
shell, rocket irons, shrapnel, grape, ganister, and musket halls, 
which litertdly rained down upon them. It was fully two 
minutes ere the heavy volleys of bursting shells ceased, and then 
sullen explosions for an hour allerwards warned the spectator 
from the scene. Some of the balls and pieces of shrapnel, which 
must have been projected a prodigious height into the air, did 
not fall to the ground for a minute and a half after the last of 
the explosions. For two minutes, which seemed as many hours, 
the terrible shower endured, and descended on the camp. The 
distance to which fragments ftew exceeds belief. It is difficult 
to explain it by mere names of localities. One piece of shell 
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flew over Cathcart*s-liill ; another killed a horse in New Kadikoi. 
Some struck men and horses in the Guards* camp. One Hew 
over my hut ; another struck the ground close to it ; another 
went into the camp of the Land Transport Corps behind it. 
Mrs. Seacole, who keeps a restaiutint near the Col, avers that a 
piece of stone struck her door, which is three and a half or four 
miles Irom the park. In the Land Transport Corps of the Light 
Division fourteen horses were killed and seventeen were wounded. 
Pieces struck and damaged the huts in New Kadikoi. Appalling 
as was the shock to those who were near, the effect was little 
diminished by distance. The roar and concussion were so great 
in Bahiklava that the sliips in harbour, and outside at anchor, 
trembled and quivered, and the houses shook to their founda- 
tions. The ships at Kamicsch and Kasatch reeled and rolled 
from side to side. Mules and horses, seven and eight miles 
away, broke loose, and galloped across the country, wild with 
fright. The noiso pealed through the passes at Haidar like the 
loudest thunder. In fact, the cHcct resembled some great con- 
vulsion of nature. Manj" thought it was an earthquake ; others 
fanci('d it was the outburst of a volcano ; others, that the Russians 
had got hold of Lord DundonaUVs invention, and that they had 
just given it a first trial. Indeed, one officer said to another, as 
.soon as he recovered breath and could speak, ** 1 say, that*s a 
nice sort of thing, is it not ? The sooner we go after that the 
better.” He was persuaded the Russians had thrown some new 
and unheard-or instrument of destruction into the camp. The 
sense of hearing was quite deadened in many persons, and their 
nervous systems have not yet recovered the shock, so that any 
sudden noise stailles them. The French had 6 officers killed 
and 13 wounded; 65 of their men, mostly of the artillery, 
were killed, and 170 were wounded, of whom many will never 
recover. The destruction in money value of articles appertain- 
ing to the siege train was very great, and if the cost of the 
import of fresh articles bo added, the sum will be considerable. 
Hut when we come to men — to those gallant fellows who sur- 
vived the battles and the dangers of the campaign — we feel our 
loss is irreparable. What value can be placed on those noble 
artillerymen of the siege train who, with little praise or encourage- 
ment, have stood by their guns in so many bombardments, and 
who had acquired skill, practice, and hardihood«in the greatest 
siege the world ever saw ? It is to be hoped that the non- 
commissioned officers of the artillery will be rewmded for tibeir 
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exertions by the selection of one of tbeir body to fill Mr. Yellon's 
place. He rose from the ranks of the corps, and when he and 
Mr. Ilayter were appointed as Commissaries of the Field Train, 
great w.is the commotion in Woolwich at such unusual promo- 
tions. Jiattcrly, indeed, they are better olf, so far as their 
prospects of rising in the service are concerned, for many 
sergeants of the artillery have received commissions in the Land 
Transport Corps, and are found most valnablc and efficient 
officers, as quartermasters of brigade. The day before the 
explosion an accident took place in the Redan, which was also 
attended with melancholy results. The following are the par- 
ticulars : — On the 14th, Samuel Goodram, No. 6 Company, Cold- 
streams, another old soldier of the same regiment, named Hetts, 
and a sergeant, were on duty in the Redan, and the two men 
went into one of the casemates to remove some powder and 
rubbish, while the sergeant remained outside. Scarcely htul the 
men entered before an explosion took place, which blew up the 
magazine, and covered the men and the sergeant with earth and 
sand. Goodram was blown into the air, and was then thrown 
down amid fragments of gabions and falling earth, which buried 
him to the depth of five or six feet, and Betts was so terribly 
burnt that he died witliin an hour after the explosion. Goodram 
was dug out quite dead, and both men were buried in the 
Guards’ cemetery next day. Thus were two excellent soldiers 
lost to the country, and I am the more particular in giving the 
names, in order that I may relate an anecdote of poor Goodram at 
the attack on the Redan, which 1 heard at the time, but forgot 
to mention till this moment. The night before the athick, the 
Coldstreams were on duty in the trenches, and were relieved 
some hours before the assault took place. On arriving at camp 
it was found that a private named Samuel Goodram, a butchcir 
by trade, was missing ; ; id it was feared that be had gone away 
to some canteen to indulge in rmfathomable potations, or had 
been hit in some mysterious way as he came from the trenches. 
But great wrong had been done to this gallant soldier, who had 
reoudned behind from a pure love of fighting, and from a desire 
have a gp in at the Boosians.” Knowing that the assault 
would take place in a few hours, Gh)odram, as the regiment 
mustered and marched off, had secreted himself in the trenchegf, 
and employed Ms leisure time before his comrades left in filling 
the breast of his coat and every available place about his person 
with cartridges from their boxes, fearing that his private supply 



ANECDOTE OF GOODRAIT. 


353 


of fifty rounds would fail him before he had got his fill of 
fighting. When the storming party was advancing from the 
lifth parallel, Goodram appeared, rifle in hand, and joined it as 
a volimteer, and his regiment claim him as being the first private 
soldier in the Redan on that memorable day. He was twice 
driven out of the Redan, and was over and over again engaged 
individually with the Russians, and in these encounters he re- 
ceived two wounds— one in the side and one in the arm — but still 
kept up a fire when driven back by the last rush of the enemy’s 
infantry, and forced over the parapet with the rest of our men 
into the ditch. Instead, however, of retiring with the others, 
as opportunity offered, and keeping in the ditch or getting under 
cover in the parallels, Goodram made an impromptu rifle pit on 
the broken glacis outside the ditch, and there he maintained his 
fire on the enemy till his ammunition became exhausted, and his 
wounds so painful, that he could no longer uses his rifle. Then 
he shouldered his arms and marched stiffly up through the 
trenches and across the open space till he reported himself to liis 
regiment. Ho was, I believe, tried for being absent without 
leave, and for stealing his comrades’ cartridges, but Minos 
himself could not have condemned a soldier like this to any 
severe punishment for a crime which Minos’s jurymen would 
have called heroic. 

We have heard of Captain Osborne’s renewed successes in the 
Sea, of Azofl;' with the greatest satisfaction. The news arrived 
last Satm'day that he had succeeded in destroying, at Gheisk, 
fodder and grain of various kinds, piled up in sacks for the 
distance of no less than two miles, and that the efforts of the 
3(X)0 Russians stationed on the spot for the protection of these 
prodigious stores were unavailing. Tho fire of the “ Vesuvius” 
and of the gun>boats, and the precision of their shell and shot 
practice, drove those grey-coated gentry away in confusion and 
disnjay, and they were unable to fire a shot in defence of their 
magazines, which our men burnt before their eyes. Officers and 
sailors are said to have displayed great coolness and zeal in the 
affair, which has more importance, perhaps, in Russian eyes than 
it will have in our own, bearing as it does so materially on tho 
position of the enemy in the Crimea and their supplies during 
the winter. The exploit is all the more v^clcome that it was 
quite unexpected, as no one imagined our gun-boats would be 
able to remain in the Sea of Azoff after the first week in 
November. Indeed, the weather has been very severe there; 
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Tiolent gales, producing the short hacking waves which distress 
small vessels so much, have prevailed constantly, and although 
the flotilla under Captain Osborne appeared oif Gheisk on the 8th 
inst., with the view of destroying the stores, the wind and surf 
were so high that they could not execute their intentions till 
the 13th. It is in such circumstances, it is said, that a gun« 
boat, by its general qualities as a sLa-boat, ought to be more 
efficient than rafts or floating batteries, but our despatch gun- 
boats are fearful ** rollers,” and in the least seaway the guns 
cannot be cast loose. The “ Fancy'* is so unsafe that she must 
go home, attended by another vessel for fear of accidents. She 
strains in the smallest pressure of sea, and lets in water to such 
an extent in a breeze of wind that it is difficult to keep in the 
flres. A Board has sat on the rafts invented by Caphiin Coles, 
of the “ Stromboli and has, it is tmderstood, forwardL'd a 
favourable report to the Admiralty on the principle. Among 
the members of the Boiud were Sir Houston Stewart, Captain 
Inglcfield, and Captaiu Gumming, and the experience and 
scientific knowledge of these officers are guarantees that an 
attentive consideration has been given to their report. Tlic 
squadron, under the command of Admiral Stewart, is on its way 
to Malta, where most of the fleet wll winter ; but before it sails 
for its final destination it will take a careful cruise among the 
Greek Isles, and call at Smyrna and various isles in the .d^lgenn. 
Sir Edmund Lyons will remain with the “ Royal Albert’* in 
Easatch or Kamiesch for the winter. The “ Cyclops” is in 
Kasatch, dismantled ; and if matters can he arranged with the 
French, the post establishment will bo removed to Kamiesch, 
in which case the " Firebrand'* will he stationed there till the 
spring opens. 

Before Sebastofol, NoveTtAer 24. 

The statements wh'ffi you copied from an evening paper 
respecting the strength of the British army next year were 
received here with satisfaction, not altogether free from appre- 
hension that the writer may be mistaken. On one point he 
certajnly lias miscalculated, and that is the strength of the regi- 
ments oat here. He has assumed an average which is con- 
sideraldy too high. For example, the 30th has received very 
few drafts, and we all know how it sufiered at the Alma, at 
Inkermann, in the trenches, and at the two assaults on the 
Bedan. Its present effective strength would tell on an average 
very materially. There are several regiments in the same 
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category, while others are very strong in men. though not 
perhaps containing so many old soldiers as could be desired. 
There are four months, however, before us, and the drill-sergeant 
is busy all day. Every camp resounds to his voice and to the 
tramx) of the awkwai'd squad. Recruits have little time to 
spend in idleness and drinking, and steps are being taken to 
provide soldiers with the means of reading, which they will • 
so much need and enjoy in the long winter nights before ns. 
Rut cannot (Government bo a little move liberal in the matter of 
cimdles ? The issue of light is one ration to every twelve men— 
that is, one ration for each tent or sergeant’s guard. Now, 
good public, do you know what one ration consists of? It is 
just twu-thirds of an ounce of sperm candle or two ounces of 
i allow candle — that is, of a bit very like what economic house- 
wives are familiar with umler the name of “ save-alls.’* No 
one need ever say, “ Put out the light” in a Rritish camp, for 
tire candle is not lit very long before it dies of its own accord. 
An officer receives the same ration as js given to twelve men. 
hut he can adbrd to buy candles, and if ho is a field-officer his 
rations are incrca.sed, on the principle. I suppose, that there is 
more necessity for his keeping wide awake than exists in the 
case of a subaltern. The libraries are well filled with books, 
but there is little time to use them by day, and it falls dark 
bijforc six o’clock ; twelve men are not likely to make much pro- 
gress in a novel, a tract, or an cntei*taining miscellany by the 
aid of two-thirds of an oxmee of candle. They club tbeir little 
pieces of candle together, and resort to many ingenious devices 
Ibr keeping the lights in. Some of them, like the Russian or 
Dutch sailors at Spitzbergen, of whose very uncomfortable resi- 
dence we .all have read, use the extra fat of mutton in lamps, 
but in general they are obliged to purchase what extra candles 
they require. And all this time there are the canteens alight 
till an hour or more after “ retreat.*’ We have had balls” at 
Kamiesch lately, which were, I hear, distinguished by remark- 
ably good conduct on the part of all present. Of the pro- 
gress of the libraries and of the lectures you will hear firom 
other persons. There are hotels establish^ at Kamiesch, and 
restemranta^ at which excellent ffiro is to bo had at liigh but not 
extravagant prices. 

The lines at Kamiesch are nearly completed. Eight heavy 
redoubts and a splendid profile of parapet and trench enclosing 
the place will remain as lasting momiments of French military 
A a2 
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skill, and will enable them to retain the ports of Kamiesch and 
Kasatch when the bulk of the army has retired. 

Colonel Wetherall will, it is understood, succeed Colonel 
M'Murdo, till the latter can return to his command. 

The Head-quarters' Staff is now as follows : — 

Coramander-in-Chief. — Sir W. J. Codrington, K.C.B. 

Aidcs-dc-Camp to the Commauder-in-Chief. — Captain the 
Hon. H. W. Campbell, Rifle Brigade ; and Captain Ponsonby, 
Grenadier Guards. 

Chief of the Staff. — Major-General C. A. Windham, C.B. 

Aides-de-Camp to the Chief of the Staff.— Major Lewis and 
Captain Erie. 

Quartermaster-General.— Colonel the Hon. Percy Herbert. 

Assistant Quartermaster-General. — Colonel the Hon. A. 
Hardinge. 

Deputy-Assistant Quartcrmasters-General. — Captain Willes, 
77th ; Captain Torrens, 23rd ; Captain Yacher, d3rd ; and Cap- 
tun Hammersley, 14th. 

Military Secretary. — Lieutenant-Colonel Blane. 

Assistant Military Secretary. — Miyor Boyle, 89th. 

Surgeon to Commander-in-Chi6f. — Dr. Fowler Smith. 

Adjutant-General — Colonel Pakenham, C.B. 

Deputy Adjutant-General, and Deputy- Assistant Adjutants- 
General. — Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy, 18th ; Captain Thomp- 
son, 4th ; Captain Luard, 77th ; Major Dowbiggin. 

Principal Medical Officer. — ^Dr. Hall. 

The escort consists of a troop of the 11th Hussars, under 
Captain Vansittart, and of two companies of the Rifle Brigade, 
under Major Fyers. 


CHAPTER XXXTX 


Movements In the Russlaii camp— The telegraphs— Strangers and camp 
ftnirowers— The gallant 23rd Fasiliers— Bain a welcome visitor— Ex- 
cellent warm clothing — ^uts and double tents— Activity of the Rus- 
sians — Three expeditionsprevented by messages received from London 
and Paris— The Bossian fire— Stagnation— Accidents— Festivities. 

y. BsFonn Sebastopol, J^ovember 24. 
Mt hut commands a view of a considerable portion of the plateau 
at the other side of the Tchemaya, and overlooks the spurs at Mac- 
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kenzie’s Farm, and the Huasian encampments at Inkermann, and 
between it and theLower Belbek, and from the windows the move- 
ments of the enemy are plainly visible in moderately clear weather. 
Yesterday we observed the whole of the enemy were in motion, 
along the plateau, and from an early hour in the morning till 
two o’clock in the aitcrnoon their battalions wore marching to 
and fro, but it was evident they were only changing their troops, 
and that the regiments which left Mackenzie were replaced by 
regiments from the camp in the rear. The new comers at the 
spur huts seemed to be dressed better, to be taller men, and to 
wear darker coats than those who were relieved by them, and 
that appearance, which after all may be ideal and deceptive, haa 
given rise to the notion that the troops so close to us belong to 
tlie Imperial Guard. Their various camps are rapidly losing the 
look of snowy neatness of canvas, and are being converted into 
dingy rows of huts. We can see their telegraphs at work with 
tlie greatest facility, and to-day 1 can make out the flags with 
my glass. It is a pity one cannot get the Imperial Code Book 
of Signals and a dictionary. They have a considerable quantity 
of cattle feeding among the brushwood at Inkermann, and their 
works on the north side are rapidly attaining prodigious and 
gigantic dimensions, wliich indicate an intention of holding their 
present position. Ever since the French have ceased to reply 
to their cannonade upon the town, they fire but seldom, but 
they do not hesitate to waste a shot or shell on a horseman 
riding near Fort Nicholas by the water’s edge, or coming down 
the streets enfiladod by their fire ; and at night they open upon 
any light seen in the ruins of the city. The Frenrli batteries 
have been shut up by orders.for thalast fortnight or more. Our 
allies share with us the labours of destroying the docks, which 
will be ready to go at any moment we choose. The Sappers 
experienced great difficulty in forming the mines, in consequence 
of the water running in on tliem ftom the clay, hut with their 
usual energy they have worked away and formed the mines, 
which will contain eight small and two large magazines. It is 
expected that the explosion will just disintegrate the masonry 
and tumble the stonework into the basins. The English works 
are under the charge of Captain Nicholson, B.E., and Mr. Deano 
has lent the use of his batteries for tho purpose of firing the 
mines, and will undertake that part of the operation. 

The loss of the rafts is confirmed. In a strong breeze, with 
a &e^ running down the Bay of Cherson (which some people 
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call the Liman of the Dnieper, although it is formed by the 
confluence of that river and the Dug), the rafts parted from their 
moorings and got away towards Odessa. They will no doubt 
break up, and the floating timbers may work some mischief at 
sea during the stormy winter which we may expect. May w’e 
not anticipate tales of sunken rocks, of sea serpents, and floating 
islands encountered between this and Varna ? 

As regiments are naturally very jealous of any injustice 
being done to them in the eyes of the country by withhold- 
ing praise that is due to them, or misrepresenting that which 
they have done, it is not even now too late to do justico 
to the gallant 23rd Fusiliers, to the losses of which distin- 
guished regiment I perceive one of your correspondenls has 
already drawn attention. On the 8th of September, the 23rd 
Degiment was placed in the demi-parallel in rear of Kgcrtoii’s 
rifle-pit, and was in reserve in that position. After the 
attacking parties went out, the advanced trenches not being 
filled up as quickly as they ought to have been, the 23rd Regi- 
ment went to the front, passing several regiments belonging to 
the attacking brigades, and on arriving at the 5th parallel, 
Ociicral Codrington ordered Colonel Lysons to take out a wing 
of his regiment, and to attack the proper right flank of tho 
Redan. Colonel Lysons formed five companies in line, and gave 
the word, “ The line will advance — quick march !" The men at 
once rushed over the parapet, the young officers of the regiment 
being in front and waving their swords in the air. Every man 
followed with the utmost enthusiasm. The instant they ap- 
peared on the open space, round shot, grape, canister, and 
rifle bullets and musket balls came through their ranks in a 
perfect storm from tho Spur Battery on the left., the Barrack 
Battery, and the flaidc of the Redan in front. The regiment 
rushed on and pressed up to the parapet of the salient, leaving 
many a brave fellow on the ground, and there amid that swarm- 
ing hive they were exposed to a heavy fire from the face of the 
Redan close over their right shoulders. Colonel Lysons got 
close to the ditch at the re-entering angle, and was shot by a 
Russian from the paraph above so that the ball passed down 
into the thigh, where it still remains. There were then close 
to the Colonel only Captain Dunne, Lieutenant Dyneley, Cor- 
poral Shields, and about twenty-five men, the ground in the rear 
being covered with the killed and wounded. Captain Diiime 
was ordered by the Colonel to collect the stragglers who were 
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coming up, to foim them together, and chaiige across the ditch 
and up the parapet, and some of them got on the top of the 
pai-apet in this place, and were found dijad there in the morning, 
and 200 out of 2S2 men were wounded. As Colonel Lysons crawled 
hack to the salient he was shot through the skirts of the coat. 

Before Sebastopol, November 26. 

The army is getting into better shape and form every day. 
Excellent warm clothing has been usued to the men, and so 
uniform is it in style that no one can distinguish officers from men, 
unless by the difterence of style and bearing. Our allies are asto- 
nished at the profuseness of our military wardrobe, which not only 
contains a waterproof suit, helmet and all, but fur coats and caps, 
cowhide hoots, tweed coats lined with cat or rabbit skin, 
and for tli(* officers, suits of sealskin, sold at moderate prices. 
Tlio Eronch only receive from their Government an ordinary 
cloth capote, and must buy aaiy waterproofs or furs which they 
lUciy find necessary. The sheepskin coats of last year are not in 
much favour ; they have a very high odour, and are ibund to be 
extremely sought after as residences by objectionable insects of 
predatory habits. The huts blown down by the explosion are 
nejirly rebuilt, but the extent o(* canvas-covering which is still 
visible over the camp would astonish those who imagine all the 
troops to be within wooden walls. However, a good double 
tent well pitched and dug gut is more comfoilahle for one man 
than most huts would he, as it is extremely difficult to stanch 
the latter, and the former is always sure to be air and water- 
tight. For a sergeant’s guard, however, a tent is very uncom- 
furiable, because there can be no fireplace in it which would not 
expose some of the inmates to be roasted, and stoves arc found 
to smoke with wood and coal, and to be dangerous with chaicoal. 
Tlic cookhouses offer guarantees for the health of the men, and 
with the blessing of Heaven the army will not suffer any serious 
detriment from the severities of this climate, altliough it would 
be too much to expect cntii'e freedom from some kind of priva- 
tions on the part of an army cantoned on the open ground 
during a Crimean winter. 

The roads, indeed, even now, when we have no trenches, 
no prospects of an attack, no want of labour — the roads 
are even now objects of mudi interest to us all. The 
whistling locomotives on the railway — ^the ‘'Alliance,” the 
“ Victory” — ^which recal to us tiie familiar sounds of Wolver- 
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liampton or of Didcot, and make ns believe for the moment 
that we arc in a civilized country, arc not to be taken as 
material guarantees for the possession of material comforts in 
the corning winter. Trains may be snowed up in the Crimea 
as in England, and, despite the efforts of Land Transport and 
Commissariat, supplies of certain articles cannot be accumulated 
at the divisional depots in any laig.- proportion to the wants of 
the army. What do you think of 819 sli<;e]i being killed in one 
day for a single division df the army, and ol that division re- 
quiring 100 more sheep to be sacrificed before they had “ their 
pound of flesh** and their full allowance of meat rations P lint 
these roads are very good, and give no just ground for appre- 
hension of failure, although it is the habib of some persons 
either to sneer at them as being too Eomanesque in grandeur and 
solidity, or to prophesy their dissolution in the winter. Mr. 
Ileatty, with small moans at his command, has placed the rail- 
way on an excellent basis, as far as wood, iron, and stone can 
secure it. The soundness of his judgment in laying out the line is 
confirmed by Mr. Doyno’s adoption of a course very nearly parallel 
to it throughout for the grand main road between Balakkva 
and the camp — a tribute which has not been, however, unattended 
by evils, inasmuch as the parallelism has given rise to fears that 
the proximity of the one may interfere with the safe working of 
the other. Mr. Beatty goes homo immediately, if, indeed, he 
has not already gone, and 1 much regret that he has been obliged 
to retire from a post in which he rendered services not only to 
the army collectively, but to many individuals in it, who will 
always retain a deep sense of his kindness and friendly assistance 
in times of domestic difficulty about huts and transports. 
Already the mud is beginning to tell upon our animals. I saw 
no less than seven dead mules and horses in one little gully 
crossing the line of transport, yesterday. Melancholy quadrupeds, 
with sore backs and rib-developed flanks, whom nobody cares to 
own, begin even thus early to wander disconsolately about the 
camp, and to crawl to the lee of sheltering walls. The Kussians, 
having made good roads between their camps, and having esta- 
blished themselves comfortably on the other side of the Tchemaya, 
seem resolved to give uS an uneasy time of it in Sebastopol, and 
never ceased firing to-day from one end of the Bay to the other, 

1 ventured to express an opinion almost immediately after the 
capture of the south side, that the enemy's preparations indicated 
the intention of wintering where they lay. We have been all 
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too prone, not only in England, but out here, to calculate on 
advantages to bo gained by the privations to which the enemy 
would be exposed, or by imaginary wants to which they were 
likely in our opinion to be subjected. But the Kussian is well 
supplied with all munitions of war, and with the means of sub- 
sistence. The entire strength of the empire has been devoted 
to the supplies of the Crimean army, and the Eussian General 
no doubt calculates on the concentration of such a force in the 
Crimea next spring as will enable liim to meet the allies in every 
point which they may assail. He knows that Perekop is not to 
be reached by a large force, owing to the want of water, and to 
its geographical position, and that no army can operate in the 
rear of liis position in consequence of the nature of the 
country. 

It is not because St. Vladimir was converted in the Crimea 
that Prince Gortschakoir holds Mackenzie's Farm and the plateau 
of the Belbek and Tchemaya. But he knows that until he is 
dislodged, the allies are paralysed, and that they can establish 
no safe basis of operations against Nicholaieff or Cherson while 
ho is at Simphoropol, for it would be contrary to common sens© 
to leave such an army in their rear and flank. He hopes, there- 
fore, either to be able to hold the Crimea next campaign, or to 
be able to make such dispositions in the event of a great defeat 
as will insure the safe retreat of his army by Perekop and 
Tohongar, and perhaps by a third road, of the existence of which 
across the Sivash there are very strong indications. The electric 
telegraph has kindly aided him in establishing himself all the 
more securely, for the rumour of a Eussian attack, to which it 
gave oiticial weight, prevented the occupation of Katfa and the 
destruction of Arabat this autumn ; and who can say how the 
country behind Theodosia (Kaflk) will be seamed with batteries 
should we try a descent next spring P Talk of the harm done 
by newspaper correspondents compared with that which has been 
done by the electric telegraph ! The flrst expedition to Kcrtch, 
the despatch of the Highlanders to Eupatoria, and the expedi- 
tion to Kafla were all prevented by our electric batteries at 
London and Paris, and it is very questionable if they did not 
do the allies more harm than the Eussian gims. The French 
were, indeed, adverse to the Kafla movement, and Admiral^ Bruat 
was, it appears, more especially opposed to it ; but there is no 
reason to doubt that it would have been successful, and the 
occupation of that place and the destruction of Arabat, would 
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have most materially complicated the difficulty of the llussiaii 
position, and contributed to the strength of the allies. 

Before Sejsastofol, Nac&niber 30. 

The needy knife-grinder would not be in possession of more 
abundant materials for anecdote had he lived out here for the 
last week than he was when he inci Mr. Canning, several years 
ago, in the neighbourhood of Eton. are all ankle-deep in 
mud. No, that would be nothing. It would be no great matter 
of complaint or grievance if we had to deal with the ordinary 
inatcu'ial, so familiar to all Londoners allcr a few wet days, before 
the scavengers remove the formidable soft parapets which lino 
the kerbstones. That can be scraped ofl‘, cleaned, rubbed away, 
or -washed out. This, nothing but long and persevering efforts, 
continually renewed, and combining all the former operations, can 
remove. It sticks in pasty clods to the shoos, and will insist on 
being brought into clean huts and tents to visit your friends. 
It has a great affection for straws, with which it succeeds in 
working itself up into a kind of gigantic brick, somewhat 
underdone, in which condition it threatens to build your legs 
into the ground if you stand long enougli in one place to give 
it a chance ; and it mightily affects horseshoes also, and sucks 
them off, wil-li a loud smack of relish, in iliose little ravines 
between rocky hill-sides in which it exercises the greatest in- 
fluence, Literally and truly, it is like glue half boiled and 
spread over- the face of the earth for the depth of several feet. 
It is no joke for a soldier to see his sleeping-place, in hut or 
tent, covered with this nasty slime ; yet tliey cannot be kept 
clean. Take but one step outside, and you arc done for. The 
mud is lying in wait for you, and you just carry back as 
much on your feet a^ if you had walked a mile. Carts stick 
immovably in the ground, or the wheels and axles fly into 
pieces fl'om the strain oi the hos’ses and mules. These have, 
indeed, led a wretched existence ever since this weather began. 
As I write, the air resounds with the noise of the blows inflicted 
on the heads, sides, and legs of the miserable quadrupeds draw- 
ing ^el and stores the Commissariat d^ot of the division. 
Hut then, it will be stadi that huts can be swept out and cleaned. 
Doubting the fact considerably from my personal experience, I 
must be pemitted to teU our good friends the public that they 
are labouring under great delusions respecting these same huts. 
Now what, for exam^e, do they think of the Guards being at 
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this present moment under canvas, and likely to be so till the 
inidflle of January or ihcroabouts ? Tt is, of course, no jjreat 
])rivation in ordinary ivoather to have to live in a sound, well- 
pitched tent, but it is as well to lot the truth be known. The 
now huts are much complained of, and it is said they are frail, 
ill-made, full of chinks, and knots which drop out, and leave ini- 
mical little embrasures for the wind to shoot through. During a 
inodoratoly strong breeze of wind, a short time ago, the roof of 
one of the hospital huts at the Monastery went off on a mission 
of its own, and left the poor inmates shivering in the cold till 
th(‘y were removed to another building. The hut in question, 
however, was built before the new huts arrived. The tents now 
issued to the anny are new and good, and most of thewar and time- 
^\'Ol■Il iiibrics inside which our gallant ancestors reposed in Egypt 
or Spain have been condemned, and arc used as outsides for the 
new tents, or as covers for huts, officers’ quarters, stables, and 
fabrics of that kind. The authonties at home, you already 
know, refused the application of the Commissariat Jbr more tar- 
paulins to cover the stores, ** because they were Very expensive.” 
Well, tlic wet weather came on — hay began to smoke, com and 
barley to heat ; and the (Commissariat officers were obligped to 
purcdiase canvas wherever they could to prevent the loss of 
thousands of pounds’ worth of property, not to speak of the 
mischief to the army. Dut the “ holders of canvas stood 
firm they saw theii* opportunity, and they refused to sell it tor 
less than two shillings a yard, at which sum many hundred 
yards were purchased for the Commissariat store of this division. 
Jlut even now the stores are badly protected, for there is no 
pitch or tar to cover the canvas,' although there is a vessel 
reported to he in Balaklava with 3C0 tons of these useful articles 
on board for tlio express use of the army. 

December 4 . 

Pome accidents occurred during the races. Greneiul Lawrenson, 
when riding in admirable style, a good second, got " a purl,” 
owing to the swerving of his horse, but he received no greater 
injury than a slight shaking and a scratch on the nose ; and 
there was the usual number of spills on the course. One officer 
was ridden down in the rush from one point of the course to the 
other, and was taken k\ray in a state of insensibility* These 
rushes were tremendous, not less than 4000 horses at it together; 
and no small amount of kicking, l^iting, and tumbling going on 
at the same time. In the evening, 110 of the officers interested 
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in the sports of the day, and their friends, dined at the restafarant 
of the Third Division, Colonel Daubeny in the chair, and the 
foundation was laid for an army jockey club, with a permanent 
fond for races wherever the troops may be encamped. The 
dinner would have astonished those who luiew the camp this 
time twelvemonth. The tables, the room itself, the lights, the 
songs, would seem to him the efiect of enchantment, and more 
than once one shut one's eyes as one thought of lost year, and 
asked, could it all be a dream P The night was pitch dark, and the 
rain fell in torrents ; as the camp is intersected by deep drains, 
and full of all kinds of unpleasant irons de lotup, many of the 
company bivouacked on the floor of the shed, and only left at 
dawn. 


CHAPTER XL. 

CAMP EMPLOYMENTS. 

Waste of property — Improvement in the state of the army— >Rakee, a 
villanous spirit— Its terrible elTccts — A rare source of revenue— Social 
vultures — Corporation of Kadikoi — Mile-posts and lanterns— Doctor 
Dfwega's opinions on the war — Inferior character of the arms, clothing, 
and discipline of the Russians — French failures — Severe test for the 
new roads — Health of the men — Labour essential for the preservation 
of health — Value of the letters O.L.B. — Libraries — Zeal of the Minister- 
at-War — The new rifle. 

The waste of property as of life in war is prodigious and 
uiijivoidable. I firmly believe that for three feet deep the whole 
of the quay at Balaklava, near the Commissariat landing-place, 
is a concrete of com. The sacks are often badly tied, or rotten 
and f ull of holes. It is no uncommon thing to see a Croat or 
Turkish labourer waddling slowly along with a sack on his hack, 
from which the com is descending in streams against his heels, 
till he arrives from the snip at the store, and then to behold him 
depositing the collapsed and flaccid bag on the heap with the 
gicatest gravity and satisfaction at his success in diminishing 
his load at every step. In the various Divisional Commissariat 
dep6ts an enormous loss of grain also occurs from similar 
causes, and from shif.Ing the sacks and the distribution of the 
rations.^ But it seems to bo impossible to prevent these lasses, 
which are regarded as incidental to a state of war. The other 
day, a man came to me and begged of me to take care of thirty 
sovereigns for him, as ** he did not know what to do with it till 
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he could get leave to purchase his discharge, and it was not safe 
to carry it about with him." Would it not he practicable to 
establish ambulatory regimental savings-banks in the field at 
trifling trouble and small expense P As to our own authorities, 
they are waging a war of extermination against spirit vendors, and, 
above all, against rakee importers. This villanous spirit inflames 
men’s brains and sets them mad ; it has all the abominable pro- 
perties of fresh-run rum or new whisky, but it affects the nervous 
system more mischievously, and produces prostration, which fre- 
quently ends in death. It is drea^ully cheap, colourless, like gin, 
with d taste of bad anisette and a fiery burning smack on the 
tongue, and is alcohol all but pure, with the exception of the adul- 
teration, which contributes the flavour. Captain Shervinton, the 
Provost-Marshal at Balaklava, has a wonderful knack of follow- 
ing out the concealed dep6t8 of this by the smell, and the pro- 
cess of punishment is simple. The owners are compelled to 
start the poison into the sea, and they are then ordered to leave 
the Crimea instanter. Canteen-keepers who keep it are fined 
heavily, their canteens are shut up, and themselves deported, at 
their own expense, to Constantinople. No less than three native 
vessels were seized the other day by Captain Shervinton full of 
rakee; the cargoes were confiscated, and the ships sent away, 
never to be let into Balaklava again. Every canteen-keeper or 
storekeeper on whose premises a drunken soldier is seen, no 
matter what tho excuse may be, is fined 6^. for each, ftnd the 
Provost-Marshal has more money than he knows what to do 
with from this source alone. But they arc a wealthy race, 
these social vultures — many of them king vultures — respectable 
birds of prey, with kempt plumage and decent demeanour- 
others mere " adjutants," dirty and predacious. The sutlers of 
Kadikoi care little for 5/. fines while they can get ^d, a-dozen 
for tacks, and 2«. a-pound for lard suh nomine butter, 'and they 
pay their taxes like lords, or rather much more willingly, now 
that tho income-tax is pressing on people at home. Taxes !— 
what is the man talking about ? It is quite true, nevertheless. 
There is an unchartered coxporation in the town of Kadikoi, with 
a Mayor and Aldermen, or Town Councillors, and a vigorous 
administrative staff that would astonish the elder brethren about 
Guildhall. They have a machinery of scavengers and sewer- 
men, and they pay about 120^. a-month for keeping their city 
in order. This weather, however, does not contribute to their 
comfort, wliilst it diiiiinishes their profits, and the condition of 



a66 


CAMP EMPLOYMENTS. 


the roads makes their chariot wheels drive heavilj. Aa to these 
roadsj on which so much depends, it is not possible to expi-ess 
an opinion yet ; but a portion of the section below the Col is in 
a very bad state, as 1 can attest ; and I am told that the portion 
in question is just the very part where the militaiy engineers 
intericred with the civil engineer. 

At first it was pi'oposed to repair the old road between 
Balaklava and Kadikoi, to carry the whole traific between 
those points, and also to repair the old French road between 
Kadikoi and the stationary engine, passing up the Vinoy ravine 
for an up road, while the oar-track round the east side of* 
Frenclimaifs-hill was to be improved and used as a down road 
between those two latter points. Mr. Doyne reported on tlio 
whole line, and, after careful examination, found tliat it would 
require much less labour to make a new and good road between 
Balaklava and Kadikoi by a difierent route, than to attomj>t to 
repair the old one avIuIo the traffic was passing over it. Ac- 
cordingly, a main drain was cut down the centre of the valley, 
running into the head of Jialaklava harbour, to intercept all 
water flowing from the east of it, and free the road and railway 
drains rapidly from the rain-water. The road wiis made parallel 
to the railway, the material over which it passes being deep, 
spongy, vegetable soil, easily drained in its natural state, but 
very retentive if worked up under wet ; drains four feet deep 
were cut at forty feet apart, and the surface between rounded to 
a foot higher at the centre. Cross-drains were cut at every 
forty-four yards, connecting-main drains, and the large stone 
pitching, twenty -eight feet wide, was filled in with smaller stones, 
and afterwai-ds macadamized, lieforo laying on the pitcliing, 
the whole traffic of the camp was turned over the formed siirftic'e 
for five days to beat it down, and to consolidate it, a strong force 
of navvies being emplov'^d in the morning and evening to keep 
up the proper form. This course proved perfectly successful — 
the surface was quite smooth when the metalling was laid ou, 
and consequently the rjun now runs fi*eely off without penetrating 
the soil. On this section there has been laid down about 13,000 
tons of hal'd limestone pitching and metalling on a length of 
one i]fiile. 

From Kadikoi to the stationary engine the old road up the 
Vkioy ravine was so steep (i in 12), and thus liable to he washed 
away, and the ground over which the down line was prepared 
to pass was so bad (in some places 1 id 7), that Mr. Doync 
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determined to abandon both, and to make a new road round 
the easteiTi base of Frenchman’s-hill, neariy parallel with the 
railway, and Sir Eichard Airey gave his assent to the change. 
Here for a considerable distance the road is terraced out in the 
hill-side, formed of hard carboniferous limestone rock, and a 
clear metalled roadway is obtained from twenty to twenty-five 
feet wide throughout. 

In the next section, to Mrs. Seacole*s hut, the old French road 
is widened, deep drains have been cut, the centre raised, and a 
deep coat of limestone metalling laid on. 

In 'the nest section, up to the Col, the ground again slopes 
very rapidly, and the road is terraced out for a mile, partly in 
rock, sandstonej and clay, and is then formed atid metalled as 
before. hVom Balaklava to the Col the chief difficulty to bo 
contended with in maintaining a road is the numerous bodies of 
water which come down the hill-sides. To protect the road 
against this, trenches have been cut on the upper side, zigziigging 
according to the line of the gi'ound, so as to intercept the water 
and convey it into large culverts constructed under the road at 
every dip in the undulation of the hill. Thus no water can get 
upon the road except that which actually falls upon its surhicc, 
and that small quantity, from the rounded form, is rapidly 
can’ied away into the side drains. To relieve a road in every 
way from the destructive action of water, both by sub and 
surface drainage, is the first principle of road-making ; without 
attention to this, any amount of labour will prove fruitless. 

From Balaklava to the Col, about three miles and a half, the 
works throughout are of a very heavy character, and the pro- 
visions for drainage are upon an extensive scale ; besides about 
ten miles of open ditching, there are between 150 and 200 
culverts constructed ; from the great want of materials these are 
formed in eveiy variety of way — many with Army Works Corps* 
water barrels, some with Commissariat pork casks, others with 
Boyal Engineers’ ffiscines and green platform timber. 

But the work which required the greatest amount of labour 
was the metalling, there having been over this three and a half 
miles nearly 40,000 tons of hard limestone rock quarried, col- 
lected, and laid upon the road. 

Above the Col the main trunk proceeds over the plateau of 
Sebastopol, following nearly the direction of the railway, crossing 
the Woronzoff road up to the camp of the Light Division, on 
the extreme right. Here the difficulties are of a diiferent 
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character, and the surface and geographical formation changes 
from deep clay valleys and plains and carboniferous limestone 
rock hills to a comparatively uniform surface of a very plastic 
retentive clay ; on examination, Mr. Doync found this did not 
exceed an average of eighteen inches deep, and that underneath 
there is a light rubbly oolitic limestone rock, similar to that 
found in the neighbourhood of Stroud, in Gloucestersliire. 

The whole of the clay was removed for a width of thirty-two 
feet, and a solid foundation was discovered, upon which the road 
is securely constructed by paving and metalling it with the 
parts of the oolite rocks which had become harder by exposure 
to the weather, and for the worst parts hard metal has been 
brought from the other district. It was opened for traffic in 
forty-eight days from the time of its commencement. There is 
no gradient upon it worse than 1 in 17, and it is intended 
to erect mile-posts, and, if possible, to affix lanterns to them, 
which will be found very useful in the dark wintry nights 
which are approaching. 

We have been all much amused this mail by the perusal of 
an article extracted from the New York Herald of the 25th 
of October, which appeared in The Times of the I7th November, 
and containing the opinions of General (I beg his pardon, 
Doctor) Davega on the past and future of the war. The lucu- 
brations are, however, so far useful, that they contain jierhaps 
some indications of the modes of thought and tendency of calcu- 
lation in the Russian camp. Our own speculations are often absm-d 
enough, and in most instances prove to be exceedingly fallacious ; 
but one cannot believe that astute strategists like the Russians 
can ever for one moment believe that the allies will attack them 
in their present position — that they will attempt to cross the 
waters of Sebastopol, or storm the heights of inkermann, 
3Iackenzie, or Aitodor. These defiles would not admit of the 
carriage or use of artillery, or of the passage of cavalry ; in 
many places ten men might hold them against a thousand. 
Rut, holding the seaboard, as we do, there is no place except 
the north side of Sebastopol at which we cannot land, and from 
which we cannot march to take in reverse the whole of those 
gigantic works of wnich the Doctor speaks, and to cut off all 
communications between the enemy in the Crimea and Russia 
Proper. The Doctor declares that the Russians did not intend 
to hold the south side, that is, the city of Sebastopol, longer 
than was necessary for the removal of their hospitals, their 
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■^vtns, and whatever else they considei*cd indispensable. When 
did tiiat intention begin ? It certainly appears that the enemy 
did not carry it out, for they left behind tbeAa about 44K)0 brass 
and iron guns, all their fleet, the most liorrible spectacle in the 
shape of a hospital (Doctor, did 3 ’^ou belong to that pleasant 
school of surgery ?) the world ever saw, and an immense 
quantity of clothing, of food, and of stores, which would be 
considered indispensable to any army in Europe, if they could 
have been removed. Tlie Kussian guns on the north side not only 
do not render the possession of the cit}’’ untenable, but are so 
innocuous, that the allies do not take the trouble of replying to 
them. We occupy the cit^^ and destroy the docks under the 
eyes of their gunners, and lik(j so many bees, extract from the 
shot-shattered comb of Sebastopol the honey of utility, — wood, 
iron, stoves, and many other things to make us comfortable for 
the winter. I verily believe that the good Doctor thinks the 
descent of the Russian liners and steamers among the mussels 
is a j}laii to recruit their strength — a mere strategical dodge to 
obtain concentrated power. To us who saw the AJma, Ralaklava, 
.and Inkcrmami, the ** singular fact tluat Russians flock together 
under a heavy fire, and cling to each other with a tenacity which 
knows not how to yield, while the hVneh and English scatter 
under similar circumstances,” is a singular absurdity. Never 
did any infantry scatter and retreat in greater confusion than the 
Russians at the Alma. The ground was covered for miles with 
their arms, coats, and knapsacks, and we found tnw;cs of their 
flight at the Katcha and the Relbek. At Inkeriuann they fled 
down the steep from our lire like a disorderly mob for twenty 
minutes, and it was ^^ ^y when tiny got within the cover of 
their guns, and found they were not pursued, that they formed 
and began to march like soldiers. Wlio that saw Ralaklava can 
forget the miraculous flight of their mounted cavalry after their 
first two minutes* interview with the scanty squadrons of the 
Eimislvillens and Scots Greys ? No, no. Doctor ; jmu may bo 
A Yankee Muscovite of the genuine free despot type, hut yon really 
cannot tell these little fibs about your dear comrades and expect 
Europe to believe them. The Russians fight well behind 
ramparts, and possess a good deal of stolid braveiy, but they 
never have stood, and never will stand, against an equal number 
of French or English troops, and there is no general here who 
tirould not wish to get them out, three to two, and try them on. 
the open. At Alma, we attacked them in a formidable in- 
YOL. II. B B 



370 


CAMP EMPLOYMENTS. 


trenched position, and carried it. At Inkermann, tlu*j attacked 
us, without a gun, without a ditch to defend our flank, and beat 
down part of our camp with their guns before our men were 
well awake. They certainly ascended a very steep ravine side, 
but we were not there to defend the crest of it ; and then see 
what account our 7600 men made of assaulting columns which 
certainly exceeded 20,000 men, ivitiiont including the reserves ! 
In the trenches they never stood against our soldiers for an 
instant ; they never won an inch of- ground back from us, and 
their sorties were uniformly repulsed, although made in force, 
under the most favourable circumstances, against weak parties in 
weak trenches. As to their equipments, they may be good 
enough for a Eussian soldier, but our men would be greatly dis- 
gusted if they had to put on such clothes ; and as to their anus, 
they are certainly inferior to the arms of the allies. For lln'ir 
discipline, I can only speak from this fact — that they have never 
yet attempted to attack but iu masses of columns, as at Inker- 
mann, Eupatoria, and Kars; and have never succeeded in 
deidoying them, nor have they over ventured on any flank 
movement in the presence of an enemy ; but I hear from their 
deserters that it is pretty severe, and that a liberal amount of 
haton and fustigatiou is adininistcred to keep the men, especially 
the militia, in order. Where was Dr. Davega when the battle 
of the Tchernaya took place, or did he hear of it at all in 
Sebastopol ? Ho would have seen some very pretty running in 
boots, and very ill-disciplined movements from the Fedukhine 
heights, about nine o’clock, on the 16th of last August, I can 
assure him . His countiymcn who are here, and who receive 
rations and quarters from the allies, can perhaps enlighten 
him a little on the subject of desertions, and a look at the 
Provost’s book will enable them to form some idea as to the 
exact number who ha\ j come over to us and the Sardinians, 
not to speak of the French, since we sat down behind Sebas- 
topol. It may be quite true that the Eussians would show no 
quarter to the Maliommedan if they could catch any, but as yet 
they haye had little chance of exhibiting either clemency or 
cmeMy towards the infidel since the flight of the poor fellows 
from the wretched redoubts in Balaklava, which have brought 
disgrace upon one engineer officer, at all events. The “ pull” 
has been as yet certainly in favour of the Turk on that score. 

I can scarcely believe that the Eussians entertain the feelings 
towards the English which the Doctor attributes to them, for 
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our oniccrs and mon who have been in their liands state that 
they w(‘iv treated and spoken of with the greatest respect. 
They must know that the English army occupied the whole ol* 
the plateau from the end of the Dockyard Creek, on which 
the extreme right of the French lay, to Inkerniann, from the 
beginning of the siege till some time after the battle of Inker- 
mann — that our artillery, on the 17th of October, 1854, smashed 
the MolakhofF and swept the whole face of the enemy’s batteries, 
so that scarce a gun w'as loft to reply to na, and wo could have 
stormed the plto tliat night but for the misfortunes of the 
FrencK, whose magazines were blown up, and whoso batteries* 
were silenced by the enemy, so that the City so called, tho 
X)roper right of fSebastopol, was as strong and unassailable as 
i.*ver. It is invidious to draw comparisons between allies, but 
it must be recollected that if we failed twice at the Redan — 
where the spectator now stands and mutters “madness!" as 
he looks around him — the French failed in one great attack 
on the Mamelon, in two ;issaults on the Hastion-dn-Mat, in 
the attack on the Idltle Kodaii, and in the assault on the 
Bastion-du-JMut and Bastion Ccntralo on the 8th of September, 
and that it was tho English Quarry Battery which auniliilated 
tho Russian reserves as they formed in the Xarabelnaia to retake 
tho Malakhoif, and that for one hour and filty-six minutes the 
presence of our forlorn hope of English in the Redan distracted 
the efforts and drew away an immense body of the enemy from 
the French. With regal’d to the “success" with which tho 
movements of the Russian Generals have been (according to the 
Doctor) attended in many instances, it is not easy for us to dis- 
cover one. Hitherto, they have been only successful in “ moving 
off." However, it is not worth while to bestow further comment 
on Dr. Davega, whose experiences, most likely, have been lor* 
gotten liefore this, and 1 am only led to make these few temarks, 
lest the readers of the Ntnv York Herald should take them all 
for gospel. When Die Russians have left, or have been beaten 
out ‘ of, the Crimea, there will be plenfy of people to hail tho 
news as an augury of fresh Russian success, and as a proof of 
forDier energy in concentration, according to the doctrine which 
seems to be a kind of strategical plagiary of the theological 
doctrine of developments. 

Before Sebastofol, Deccinber 7. 

The effect of the mud and wet on the animals of the Land 
Transport Corps is distressing, but I am not able to affirm that 
B B 2 
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it could be avoided. Notwithstanding tho numerous good roads 
through the camps, there arQ tracts to be traversed by thousands 
of animals under their burdens which are exceedingly deep and 
heavy. Many of the poor creatures are cruelly used by the 
people to whom we are obliged to entrust them. There are two 
men to every three horses or mules, but then these men are 
barely sufficient to pefform long marches, from tlie divisional 
camps to Balaklava and back again, and al^erwards to attend to 
the animals and clean them properly. In some muddy pool or 
in some deep scarp on the hill-side the poor animaj, which, 
^perhaps, has stood in uncovered stables all night, and is badly 
groomed or not rubbed down at all, sinks beneath its load and 
dies there in lingering agony. No one is permitted to shoot 
these wretched creatures — ^why, one cannot say. People residing 
near the Fourth Division camp will remember the sliolclon 
spectre of a wretched grey 1101*30, with a sore back, which 
haunted tho camp for weeks before it fell into a ditch and died. 
It had been turned loose to live or perish, and it was a shocking 
sight to behold the dogs leaping up against it to lick its sores ; 
but there it remained for days, with its legs drawn close 
together, and no one ventured to put it out of pain. These 
spectacles, renewed this year, rccal the terrors of last winter. 
Every one exclaims, “ How fortunate that Sebastopol has fallen. 
Wliat would wre have done had we to guard the trenches this 
winter ?’* Not that there could have been an equal amount of 
physical suffering, but that there would have been a great deal 
of unavoidable misery, and disease, and death incident on another 
winter’s active operations, despite railroads, depots, roads, warm 
clothing, and abundant food. The transport mules and horses 
perish, but French and English suffer alike, though 1 cannot 
say if they do so proportionately. Many of the divisional 
stables are still uncove dd — ^there is a great want of nails and 
planking, and the result is, that the animals are exposed to the 
inclemency of the weather after hard work. They get knocked 
up with sore backs or greased heels — are lamed, lose shoes, and 
at last succumb on the road. Tho men have tolerable cover 
and warmth, and arf» not over-worked — ^their fatigue duty keeps 
them healthy; and it is observed by th 6 surgeons that those 
men who are kept to labour as punishment for offences, and 
enjoy moderate exercise in stone breaking and road repaiiing, 
are generally in excellent health. Still, it must not be supposed 
that there arc no inconveniences in living in the open during a 
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Crirncan winter.. Last night it blew fiercely, the weather was 
cold, rain and sleet fell in torrents, and many tents were blown 
down in camp. I need not say that those who were suddenly 
exposed to the violence of the elements were in a very sorry 
plight indeed. A bed with a lively little sewer intersecting it, 
is not the most agreeable thing in winter time. The camp view 
of the catastrophe is that it serves th A right for not pitching 
their tents better.” But, at the same time, there are loud out- 
cries against the new huts, and the letters " O.L.B.,” with 
which they arc marked, arc fiicetionsly said to mean ” Ofiicers’ 
Leaky *Bunks.” It is considered tliat, if the Government had 
sent out hammers, nails, planks, and felt, the men would have 
done much better. 

In connexion with the improvement and discipline of the aimy 
there are few subjects of more interest than the establishment of 
libraries to afford rational amusement and instruction to the men. 
IVIany soldiers cannot read, or do so very imperlectl 3 \ It would 
be an excellent plan if a reader were appointed at some trifling 
pay, or if a succession of readers, one to relieve the other, could 
be induced to read aloud some interesting work to such men as 
liked to attend during these long cold nights. Extra rations 
of fuel and light might be issued to such bodies of men 
assembled for the purpose. Lord Panmure proposed, I believe, 
that a central library should be established; but liis lordship can 
be but little aware of the distance the men would have to come, 
or rather, of the ground they would have to pass over to any 
point that might be selected ; and it would bo a book of rare 
attractions that could draw them from Kamara or the front to 
the Col do Balaklava. His lordship's further suggestion that 
Uoo soldiers should be appointed as librarians, with 1^. a day 
and 11*60 rations, seems to indicate that he was not confident of 
the success of his plan, and was very diffident respecting the 
literary tastes of the men ; for two men, were they veritable 
Briarei, could scarcely manage a central library resorted to by a 
fair proportion of 40,000 men per diem. Lord Panmure 
exhibits great zeal in promoting the comforts of the men. He 
proposed, it *38 said, that the soldiers of the working parties 
should, on their return from the roads in the evening, be ordered 
to undress ; that each of them should bo carefully wiped down 
and dried ; that then he was to turn in between his blanket and 
receive a cup of hot coflee ; and that when his clothes had been 
dried, so that there was no dampness either from rain or the 
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moisture caused Ly exercise, he was to get up and dress, and 
enjoy himself for the evening. If any such order ever emanated 
from Lord Panmurc it was never promulgated to the army. It 
would be r.athcr astonishing to the survivors of the campaign of 
last year to be subjected to these delicate attentions on the i^art 
of the authorities. 

It may be as well echo the voices from the ranks’* re- 
specting the new Enfield rifie. As it is arlmitted to be mea/rly 
a perfect weapon, there is no reason why the few defects 
alleged to be in it should not be pointed out to the authorities. 
In the first place, the men — and not only the men, but intel- 
ligent armourer-sergeants — say, tliat the new way of securing 
the baiTel to the stock is not so good as the old method. We 
have adopted the French plan of metal bands round the barrel 
and stock, instead of the old English fashion of passing bolts 
through the wood and through eyes projecting into the stock 
from the barrel. The armourers say that the wood expands, 
and prevents the removal of the barrel in wet weather — ^that the 
iron in. summer is too loose, and in winter too tight. The 
men say the same. In the next place, they object to the rsm- 
rod, notwithstanding the recent improvement introduced into it 
by making the upper part below the raiAming end of a gi'cater 
diameter, so as to project beyond the rest of the ramrod into the 
fiuting, because the ramrod is still subject to stick from the 
swelling of the wood, whereas it came out easily from the old 
metal sheath as long as it was kept clean. The metal sheath 
did not add much to the weight of the gun, and it is desirable 
perhaps that the new Enfield should not be quite so light, as it 
is found after hard firing to become somewhat of “ a kicker and 
heavy in the heel.*’ Thirdly, there is an objection on the pai’t 
of the men to the new plan, copied from the French (and Rus- 
sians), of fixing the ^ lyonet by a moveable ring, instead of 
retaining the spring of the Minid riiie. It is true that the 
spring sometimes broke or became weak, but there is an over- 
whehning advantage to be derived from tlieir retention* as I 
^all bliefly iK»int out. It is this : — ^Every officer of experience 
knows the excessive thirst produced by the saltpetre^ and sulphur 
of the gunpowder getting into the mouth each time a man bites 
the cartridge, lb hot weather this thirst is nearly insupport- 
able, and interferes with the steadiness of the men in firing. 
But the action of biting off the c^tridge end not only causes at 
all times a little ** loosening” of the ranks, but strains the teeth 
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and Jiurts tlio gams after some sixty or seventy pulls at tough 
I3aper. 'riic llcce^3sity of doing so obliges the regimental surgeon 
to refuse all recruits who have not good front teeth, though 
they may be otherwise quite sei*viccablc. Would it not be a 
boon to the service, and an advantage to the anny and to the 
country if this thirst and fatigue were prevented, and the neces- 
sity for biting the cartridge obviated, provided that no change 
were produced in the drill, and no inctonvcnience created by the 
alteration P It certainly strikes one that the answer ought to 
b^ in the aflirmative. Well ! Surgeon Tweeddale, of her 
Majesty’s ship “ Triton,” liaving observed the evils consequent 
on the present plan of biting the cartridge, devised a very simple 
remedy. The end of the, bayonet spring of the Minie is flat- 
tened out so as to aflbrd space for the pressure of the thumb in 
forcing it back. i3r, Tweeddale had a slit filed down in this 
portion of tlie spring by the ship’s ai’inourer, so as neai'ly to 
divide it vertically. Ily pressing the waste end of the cartridge 
against this slit with the thiiml), and jerking gently the left 
liarid, in which it is held, the paper is at once cut or^om olF, 
and the cartridge is ready for use. The hands are stiu in the 
proper position, ^i'herc is no violent alteration of drill; the 
Millie is not iqjure-d, and the cJiange can he olfected, witliout 
incurring a farthing’s expense, by the regimental armourers. 
IVew rifles and tuvlocks might be henceforth turned out with a 
cutting edge inside towards the barrel, against which to take olf 
the waste paper, or, at all events, some improvement could bo 
made on the present mode, which has a smack of barbarism 
about it. The invention — for, simple as it is, the alteration 
deserves the name — has been submitted to General Windham, 
but, unfortunately, most of the firelocks in the Fourth Division, 
which was then commanded by the gallant oflicer, were new 
Eiitields, and the bayonets are fastened by rings. It may be 
objected that the bayonets would be loosened by the pressure, so 
that they would be apt to fall off if they were fixed at the time 
of firing ; hut many officers are of opinion t^t it would be a 
great service to put an end to the practice of firing with fixed 
bayonets, which is sometimes done in our army. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

The siege artillery ordered home — Its history — A narrow escape — The 
flank march — A skirmish — Affair of the 18 th of October — lluttlc of 
Balaklava — Captain Maude’s narrow escape — Arrival of the Colombo 
from Jvcrtch — The Turkish hut&— The ItuHsians once more on the alert 
— Traffic of the French and Sardinians uimn our roads — Frecautionury 
measures — High mass for Admiral Bruat— Fall of Kars — Campaign in 
Asia — Kars might liave been relieved — The question of transi)ort — 
Failure of the Land Transport Corps — Tricks of auxiliaries — The Land 
Transport Corps — Army Works Corps — The cholera — Anticipations of 
Christinas — Abundance of creature-comforts — Decorations of the huts. 

The siege artillery has been ordered home — at least a large 
portion of the officers and materiel will go ere winter is over. 
The batteries will he filled up to their full complement. The 
staff officers of the train will return to Woolwich. Major- 
General Dupuis will be succeeded in his command by Colonel 
Wood, a very energetic and able ofticer. 

It is ipt with any view of claiming undue pre-eminence for 
the troop of Royal Horse Artillery which came to the Crimen, 
under the command of the gallant Maude, and which is now 
commanded by Major Tapper during Major Rrandling’s absence 
on sick leave, that I give the following remind of their services. 
1 publish it simply because I have been able to procure the facts 
with exactne.ss, and because it contains a reference to the recon- 
naissance to Dusankoi after the battle of the Alma, with which I 
was unacquainted at the time, as well as some particulars of the 
Hank march at Mackenzie’s farm. 

Since the battle of the Tcheniaya tlie field artillery have had 
little opportutiity of trying their strength with the enemy, 
except upon one occasion, which was afforded to Major Thomas 
at Eupatoria or Tchehol >r during the recent reconnaissances, and 
of which that officer skilfully availed himself in the presence of 
our allies. They look forward with confidence to the results of 
next campaign, which will enable them to show that they are 
as superior to the Russians in the rapid and dextrous handling 
of their guns as thc^v are in courage under fire, and in their 
equipments and appointment. It is with much regrr^t that 
Mi\jor-General Dupuis finds himself obliged to relinquish the 
command of the Royal Horse Artillery, on account of his pro- 
motion, which will effectually shelve an excellent officer, unless 
the authorities give him the command of the Royal Horse 
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AHilleiy of one of the corps d'amiee, which it is expected will 
he formed. The artillery is a servicn of strict seniority, and 
Major-General Dupnis is forced to resign his command because 
he has been made a Major-General for distinguished services 
in the field.** t 

The career of the C troop under Major Brandling may, during 
the campaign, and up to a recent period, bo considered as 
identical with that of the J troop. The I troop, Royal Horse 
Artillery, left Woolwich for Turkey on the 24»th of April, under 
the cojnmand of Captain Maude — Right Division under Lieu- 
tenant; Vandeleur, Ijcll Division under Lieutenant Dashwood, 
Centre Division, Captain Maude, and Dr. Thomton in charge— 
and disembarked at Vania on the 16th of June. On the 26th 
of June they moved up to join the Light Cavalry Brigade at 
Devno, where they remained till cholera broke out am6ng the 
soldiers, and on the 26th of July they went to Yenibazaar. The 
want of water was felt severely during their encampment here, 
in the midst of the Bulgarian summer heats, as the wells were 
distant half a mile from the camp, with the exception of one 
over which Lord Cardigan placed a guard for his own use for 
the first three weeks, by which time one-third of the troops were 
in hospital. The troop, along with the Light Cavalry Brigade 
to which it was attached, left Yenibazaar on the 25th of August, 
reached Varna on the 28th, and embarked for the Crimea on 
the 30th. On the IJth of September, they landed at Kalamita- 
bay, and on the 19th they engaged the enemy at Bouljanak. 
They had crossed the little bridge at the post-house when Lord 
Raglan ordered Captain Maude to return, as it was intended to 
rest the troops on the other side. Soon after this they were 
ordered to crosS over and advance rapidly to the finint, where the 
0 troop, under Captain Brandling and Captain Strange, the* 
latter having volunteered as second captain, was already in 
advance, and both troops at a gallop ascended the hill, and came 
into action with ten guns of the Russian cavalry at 1200 yards. 
We had 5 cavalry men wounded by round shot and shell, and 
5 horses killed on this occasion, and the Russians lost 18 men 
killed, 35 men wounded, and 32 hor|p8 killed, including their 
losses fi*om the French artillery. At seven a.m., on the 20th, 
after breakfast, the troops fell in, and the troop moved at ten 
a.m., and at one p.m. came in front of the enemy. The I troop 
was posted on the left flank to hold in check a large body of 
cavalry which were eventually employed in carrying off their 
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artillery. It advanced rapidly to the heights of the Alnui, 
towards wdiich the enemy were flying, opened fire on their 
masses, and must have done them much darncOgc. No men 
were hit in the troop, and their casualties were one horse killed 
Jind one wounded. 0u the 23rd of September, the troop accom- 
panied the cavalry in a reconnaissiince towards Duvankoi, a 
ravine formed by the llelbek. Hero they were placed in a most 
dangerous position, owing to the imprudence of the officer in 
command of the cavalry, and had the enemy p(>sscssed the least 
dash, must infallibly have been all cut off, as thi'y were isolated 
and unsupported. It was midnight ere the cavalry and troop 
got back. On the 21th the army entered the wooded plateau 
of the Helbek. The Scots (Jrcys landed and joined the cavalry 
oil the 25th, and the flank march on Balaklava commenced. 
Having crossed the road to Sehestopol, the troop came upon the 
r(*arguard of the enemy making his flank march to Ikilishiserai ; 
but they retreated by a W'oodcutter s road, impassable to ariilleiy, 
and Captain Maude halted for orders, as cavalry could not act 
in the brushwood. For four miles they moved tliroiigh a road 
in au Oidc wood, and saw no more of the enemy till they came 
(jlose to Khutor Mackenzie, when they arrived at mi open field, 
across which the Russians were pushing baggage wagons in 
great haste. Lord Raglan and his staff were in advance when 
they thus debouched on the enemy^ — they halted and drew back, 
and then Captain IMaude brought up two guns (but did not un- 
limber) to the end of the road. Lord Raglan sent out his 
escort (a troop of the 8th Hussars) to reconnoitre, but the Rus- 
sians had seen us by this time and at once fled through the wood. . 
Captain Maude pushed on his guns across the open to the place 
where the i*oad again entered the wood, and there found a body 
of infantry drawn up to cover the retreat. The artillery at once 
oiiened on them — the er my fired a harmless volley, and disap- 
peared in the wood, through which canister searched them out 
as they fled. The dreys followed them for half a mile along the 
road, and sent dismounted men into the wood, who took some 
prisoners and reported that many were dead. In their flight 
the enemy abandoned lar^ quantities of baggage, ninety ai-abos 
laden wifli grain and flour, tumbrels, carriages full of clothing, 
and an intoxicated artillery ofiicer. Our troops halted half 
an hour to plunder, and. then, turning southwards, descended 
into the valley of the Tchemaya by the precipitous track from 
Mackenzie's farm. It was late when they crossed the Tchor- 
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iiaya, and Lord Italian and staff and the advanced troops 
bivouacked there for the nijjht; but the bulk of the anny 
and the ba^^age had to make a forced march all night on 
ilalaklava amid immense confusion, and with considerable loss 
from stragglers and siclviiess. On the of September the 
troops occupied the heiglits above Sebastopol, and the I tfoop was 
put into i)ossession of the snug faiinstesid which subsequently 
became Lord Haglan’s head-quarters, and has since been the 
English quartier-g^nemlc. On the 3rd of October they removed 
to the neighbourhood of Kadikoi, and on the 2()th of October 
amtlTipanied the cavalry to their new position within the lines 
of Balaklava. On the 7th of October the Russians made a 
renottnaUsance in force in the Plains of l^alaklava, but found 
the Turks in the redoubts on the alert, and came .upon the 
English cavalry and artillery, which always turned out ere day- 
break in the plain, and did not return to camp till 7*30. Till 
the 17th the troop horses were worked hard in supplying mate- 
riel to the front. On the 18th of October the enemy again 
debouched from the Valley of the Tchernaya, but the Tmkish 
redoubts drove them back by a brisk fire. On the 25th, having 
ascevt-aiued our exact force, the enemy came down in a fog, and 
cari’icd the ill-placed and delect ivo Tuj'kish redoubts. The 
Horse Artillery troops I and C advanced to tlie ridge between 
!N^o. 3 and No. 4 lledouhts, and the guns were at once opened on 
the Russian columns, but their artillery, numbering thirty pieces, 
silenced the Turkish guns, and their lell was pushed forward to 
overlap us. Captain Maude was struck by splinters of a shell 
on the face, iu the left leg, and in the left fore-arm. As tho 
shell hurst right on the shoulder of his horse, wliich was killed, 
and blew Captain Maude into tho air, the wonder is how ho 
(‘scaped so well. The cavalry and artillery were then retiring 
slowly in the direction of Balaklava, towards their supports and 
the cover of their guns in the redoubts. 

The Colopabo” came back from Kertch a few days ago, 
having landed with creditable expedition and despatch l^lajoi* 
Eoudhier’s battalion of the Turkish Contingent, and sailed on 
Saturday for Constantinople. She reports that provisions wore 
rather scarce in the camps, and that the enemy effectually deter 
the Tartars from bringing in supplies, and are closing round the 
place as though they meant to attack the position. The Con- 
tiugeiit is assuming shape aud form every day. It will be able 
to give a good a<xx)unt of the llussians should they indeed assail 
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Kuch a formidable position as that occupied hy the allies. The 
'J'lirkish huts arc described as being admirably suited for the 
winter, and to excel those erected by our men at vast expense in 
every quality which a hut for troops should possess. The enemy 
have succeeded in binning a good deal of the hay stored up for 
the winter by the allies, or rather placed in positions where they 
thought they could rely on getting it for use. It seems that 
'this may be the reason why the “ Colombo" was sent in search 
of the cavalry of tlie Contingent, with orders ftir their return to 
the Bosphonis. The “ Colombo" met them in the Black Sea, 
and delivered the orders, on which the vessel’s head was torn^ 
round from Kertch, and she retraciid her course to Constantinople. 

Bkfore Sebastopol, December 11. 

The monotony of life in this huge military colony has been 
broken slightly by the appearance of the Bussians on the heights 
of Ourkousta, and by some demonstrations of an intention on 
their part to try the strength of the French positions in the 
Baidar Valley. It would bo of great consequence to them, and 
of some detriment to us, if they succeeded in restricting the 
ground covered by our outposts, which now affords fuel to the 
army and food for cattle, and it is not at all impossible that 
whenever the state of the country admits of the movement of 
matMel, the attempt of Sunday last will be repeated on a larger 
scale. As the French have retired in the presence of winter, the 
enemy have thrown forward their advanced posts at Koluluz 
and Markul to the north-cast, and from Aitodor and Ozembash 
to the north of Baidar. Sunday morning was dai'k and drizzly, 
and the previous night had been w'et and stormy. The Bussians, 
with their usual feline aptitude for sui-priscs, crept round the 
little village of Baga in the dark, and just at the dawn rushed 
in upon the small party of French which occupied it. For a 
time the surprise was complete ; but our gallant allies soon got 
together, and after a smart fusillade, drove out the enemy at 
the point of the bayonet. The Bussians had many horsemen 
with them. In the pursuit of the Cossacks our allies managed 
to capture some forty hoi*ses, for the former gentry fled by a road 
which in old times was good enough for a run, but they were 
astonished to find themselves stopped by a deep scarp at a pi’etty 
spot, where a wall of rock closed the road at the right-hand side, 
and a precipice formed the left-hand boundary, so they had no- 
thing for it but to dismount and scramble across, leaving the 
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horses,* accoutrements and all, to their fate. In this aiTair tho 
French had one officer mortally wounded, seven men killed, and 
thirteen wounded, and the Eussians arc said to have left severity 
dead on the ground, and twenty men prisoners in tho hands of 
the French. These are the numbers reported by rumour, but 
an exact statement will no doubt appear in the official 
despatches. 

The enemy fire upon the town most pertinaciously and 
futilely, for they do not in the smallest degree liinder the cxecu- 
.ti(jn of the works in which we arc engaged, nor do they prevent 
the accomplishment of the duties of the garrison. Their lire is 
especially directed upon tho docks, and it is not to be 'wondered 
at if some few casualties have been caused by it. All attempt 
to reply to their works appears to have been abandoned by the 
allies. 

Although sin(;e Sunday the heavy rains and storms which 
prevailed hist week have ceased, the country is in a very heavy 
state ; and as the French roads have failed, and are in a very bad 
condition, an immense in(h’easo of traffic is thrown upon oui*s, as 
tho French cut in upon them whemwer and wherever tlicy can, 
while the duty of repair falls exclusively on our array. This is 
scarcely fair, especially when the French do not permit our land 
traiispoi*t to use their road to Kamicsch. It is no exaggeration 
to say that the tratiic of French and Sardinians on the roads 
from Ealaklava to Kadikoi is as heavy os our own. Under 
present circumstances. Colonel Wctherall, the Director-General 
of Land Transport Corps, has felt himself obliged to lighten the 
burdens on the corps as speedily and as much as possible. In 
compliance with hi^ recommendations, orders have been given to 
suspend the carriage of hutting materials to tho front, so that 
many thousands of men will have to pass the winter under 
canvas, unless the huts bo sent up before the bad weather sets 
in with severity. In fact, mules and carts were fast disappear- 
ing ; I have been told that of the former not less than 1200 
have perished or have been destroyed since the rains began, and 
I should be afraid to repeat the number given to me of carts, 
&c., broken down. The English pack saddles are described as 
being of most inferior construction and materials, and the carts 
and wagons are simply disgraceful to tho contractors. Is there 
no way of punishing men who make a profit out of the public* 
money, and still are not contented unless they cheat and weaken 
their country P Colonel Wctherall has called a Board to inquire 
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into the condition of carts, wagons, harness, pack saddles, and 
horses and mules. The effect of this will he to cause such as 
may be unfit lor use to be condemned. Others will be supplied, 
that wc may be in an efficient state next spring when the cam- 
paign opens. Not only is the carriage of hutting suspended, 
but ofUcers arc obliged to bring up the forage for their bat 
animals .‘md lioi’ses from the divisional and other dc^tois ; and 
those who have gone home on urgent private affairs, and have' 
left horses for the public service on the condition of the issue of 
rations of forage to them, arc informed by a General Order th^it 
such issue will be suspended after the 1st of January. The 
railway w'ill be handed over to the Commissariat on Monday 
next, and meantime the accumulations of stores at the drjiots 
are fast disappearing. 

General Windham proposes large alterations in the whole 
transport service, and next year it is not improbable that the 
corps will consist of nearly 20,000 men and 20/.)00 inuh's and 
horses. The recruiting officers might advantageously t‘X(*rt 
themselves to procure a better class of men than those recently 
sent out. The conduct of those who have just arrived in tlie 
“ Ripon” was, on the voyage from England, vciy discreditable. 

On Monday a High Mass, at which many English officers 
attended, was performed on hoard the French flag-ship for the 
soul of Admiral Bniat. The decease of the Admiral has been 
learnt by our navy with sincere regret. 

Before Sexiastopol, Decmln r 1.*;. 

The week has passed away without any change in the position, 
hut it has hroyght with it many rumours. The intelligence of 
the fall of. Kars is now authenticated. It has caused a painful 
feeling, in spite of the prophecy that it will tend to peaceful 
solutions of the great ' difficulty,” inasmuch as it will soothe 
the pride of Russia, and enable her to offer one success as a 
counterpoise to the fall of Sebastopol and the victories on 
which that fall depended. 

There is a general indisposition to a campaign in Asia, of 
which there is now t: ')mc talk, and both French and English 
would much rather match themselves against the Russians in 
Europe than fight so far away from home, where the results of 
• victory are visible only to politicians. It seems to be the opinion 
that the Turks arc quite able to defend their Asiatic possessions, 
if they are jiermitted to do so. 
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Criticism on military matters by civiliiins is totally worlliless 
when the questions agitated relate to the details of maiKeiivros 
or to pure strategy, but military men cannot expect to he 
exempted from the criticism of civilians on general questions 
relative to the conduct of the war. Captain Smith may have 
his^Grenadier company in perfect order and discipline, and may 
lead them with the greatest gallantry; but the civilian wlio 
from some eminence sees Captain Smith leading them into broken 
ground, filled with riflemen or swept with grape, wher(? tlieir 
order and discipline are of little service to them, is enlith'd 
exclaiin, “ What a fool that fellow is Now that Kars lias 
fallen, every one says, “ What the deuce ^yerc Omar l*aslia and 
his bi*ave 1’urks doing so long towards Baidar, or encamped on 
the tumuli overlooking the plains of Halaklava and the English 
hcad-(iuarters ? Of what use were they so long as they were 
kci^t in fravsUu between Eupatoria and the Col of Baluklava, 
or on the tramp between Eamara and Phoros ? Why was Kars 
allowed to fall, and why was Omar Pasha sent to Asia Minor 
so late in tlu' year ?” The defence of Kars was honourable, 
but so was tlie defence of Sebastopol, and Kars is not less 
]{ussian because it was won ,by so much of their best blood. 
The Turks have been, indeed (according to the testimony of all 
.acquainted with them), most miserably mismanaged and badly 
handled, and no use has been made of them except to garrison 
Eupatoria, which they would have been able to do with at jriost 
half of their army. Thus the remaining half might have been 
set free for .active operations. Although the fate of Kars can- 
not materially influence the result of operations in the Crimea, 
active operations directed against the enemy from Kars might, 
in the opinion of most excellent judges, have produced veiy 
considerable results on the calculations of the next c.ampaign, 
and on the prospects of the war. But the fall of Kars pro- 
duces no surprise here — the wonder rather seems to be that it 
held out so long, .and cveiy one appears to admit that he had a 
secret presentiment that the city must, sooner or later, fall into 
the hands of the Russians. Every one, at least, who knew the 
count ry, felt persuaded that Omar Pasha’s expedition set out too 
lat(i, and yet we all fell into ecstasies at the passage of the 
Ingour, and talked of the march on Kntais as if these things 
could save Kars, and no one cared to look at the map or con- 
sider the chances of doing so. The fall of the place now some- 
what complicates %the plan of a campaign next year, but, 
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wherever we may gjo, tlicre is unquestionably a stronj^ feeling on 
the part of our allies against operations in Asia. 

Next year we are told that the Transport Corps will consist of 
19,000 men and of 19,000 animals, for it has been found abso- 
lutely necessary to have.one man for each mule or horse. The men 
will be furnished by the army to a great extent, as it is impos- 
sible to intrust the animals to many of those who are now em- 
ployed, and I regret to say that this remark applies not only to 
Turks and Italians, but to Englishmen. Tiie foreigners in our 
employment have frequently relusedto turn out in the mornings 
when the w'eather is bad, and the Italian mule and horse ditt'crs 
are particularly refractory on such occasions. Starvation, cold, 
and the argumenium Jlagclli have not the least influence upon 
them. 'They produce secret hoards of tobacco and sheaves of 
liipes, and, like so many Prometheuses, steal fire, and then 
smoke away with sore backs, empty stomachs, and happy con- 
sciences. It may be objected that such extensive draughts from 
the army and such levies of the best men in the regiments will 
be prejudicial to combatant efficiency, but then the most fight- 
ing army in the world is no good if it is not mobile, and it is 
wise to diminish its numbers — even by onc-hsilf — if the act will 
enable the residue to inarch against their enemy. It will be 
remarked that the difficulty at jiresent arises from the convey- 
ance of necessaries (or of supposed necessaries) of Ufc to the 
army, and that neither baggage of officers or men nor warlike 
stores have to be carried to the front. What would the dil- 
ficulty be if the corps- had to carry baggage, tents, stores, am- 
munition, and Commissariat supplies F 

Colonel Wetherall, the Director-Ccncral, has already gained 
the confidence and respect of the officers of the Land Transport 
Corps and of the Commissariat, and ho of course possesses in a 
high degree the confid nee of the chiefs of military departments. 
So far he is secure of support and of that attentive consideration 
of his suggestions and opinions, which is invaluably to an officer 
in his position. Put it must not be forgotten that the organizer 
of ther corps. Colonel M'Miu’do, laboured long, earnestly, and 
well to breathe life into it, and that, until he was stricken down 
by illness, his labours were successful. There arc yet the marks 
of the chisel on the body to which he imparted vitality — it was 
but rough-hewn, though moving and healthy, when he 'left us. 
It is, perhaps, rather, unfortunate that so many commissions in 
this regiment have been given to non-commissioned officers of 
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the artillery and of other bodies, inasmuch as the aiiny is 
deprived of the services of such a number of excellent men, who 
can be but badly spared in the present state of our regiments. 
Tliere is moreover so much apparent confusion in tlie gi'ades,. 
such as “ Quartermaster of Brigade,** “ Comet,** and “ Second 
Captain,” that the corps, in fact, partakes of tiie characteristics 
of an infantry regiment, of a cavalry regiment, and of an artil- 
lery regiment, and it looks like neither fish, flesh, nor good red 
herring. The elevation of so many non -commissioned officers to 
the rank of comet gives occasion to many young officers to 
ridicule the corps, and to speak of it in contemptuous terms, but 
these young gentlemen do not recollect that, in the infancy of 
such a body, it is absolutely necessary to fill the ranks of 
c'xecutivc officers with steady, exptTienced, handy, and energetic 
men. There is much to be done with this regiment if we wish 
to make wav in deserts, or to pass the wastes created by flying 
Cossacks. Not less than 1500 animals — mules and horses — 
have perished in a short time since tlio wet weather set in, and 
the sic.k stables an* crowded. It is evident there must be some 
radical defect in any corps in which such a mortality could take 
places, and the defect is certainly not attributable to the officers 
of the regiment. 

As an instance of our being really ''a standing army,*’ I may 
point out that the Army Works Corps has been sent out here 
without the smallest provision being made for its mobilization,, 
and Mr. Doyne could not send 500 men to accompany our exjie- 
dition ten miles into the country in a fit state to throw up 
w'orks, and provided with tools and the necessaries of their 
trade, if the safety ofr the army depended on it. Every effort 
has been made to diminish the strain on the transport. The 
carriage of huts has ceased, and officers now draw their own 
forage ; and, indeed, it was desirable to check the strong eques- 
trian tendencies of our excellent infantry officers, who, when off 
duty, delight in an irregular cavalry Bashi-Bazouk existence, 
scouring the plains in dog-hunts or foraging in Kamiesch or 
Kadikoi from the pure love of the thing. It is very hard oik 
some men, and it is veiy just towards others, to make them 
draw provisions for their own horses, but it is still found that,, 
do what we can, the Transport Corps must have “ rest,*' and it 
is now ordtod that all wagons, carts, &c., belonging to it 
shall be cleared out of Balaklava by two o’clock on each day. 

It is fortunate our roads have stood the ordeal of this bad 
VOL. II. c c 
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weather so well ; the pressure upon them has been very great, 
and has exceeded the anticipations of the authorities, for the 
French are most liberal in their patronage. The objectors who 
at first clamoured against Mr. IJoyne, and said his roads were 
too wide, his ditches too deep, and his drains too large, now 
hold their tongues, or candidly admit tlicy were in error. In 
feet, the trains of carts often block up in r(‘gular Teniple-bar 
fashion even now, and the situation is nut pleasant when it 
occurs between deep cuttings. The drainage hss been well 
maintained, but it has been necessary to watch the culverts 
made of barrels, as the wood was stolen at night for fuel. “^Tho 
railway is in excellent order, and the locomotives to Kadikoi run 
up and down incessantly with such trucks as are left. The 
French roads ai’e not good, and they have been forced to place 
large working parties upon them. 

The winter has set in, but cold and frost have lost their 
terrors for the army now. There is an old saying that ** a 
green Christmas makes a full churchyard.” and it might have 
been realized, inasmuch as the cholera had appeared in the 
Highland regiments — notable suiferers in epiderniers of the kind — 
and some ciises had occurred in other regiments, bolbre the 
thermometer fell below freezing point. On Tuesday forenoon 
the thermometer was at 55° ; on Wednesday it was 50° ; on 
Thursday it fell to 28° ; on Friday it was 22° ; this morning it 
marked 20° Fahrenheit. With moderate exercise, hard ground, 
good footing, good feeding, w^arm clothing, and occupation, there 
is little reason to entertain any apprehension for the troops 
during the winter. It must be stated, however, that the com- 
plaints against the new huts arc numerods and well founded, 
and during the recent wet weather it was seriously proposed to 
remove the men out of the huts and put them into double tents. 
They never were intended, 1 presume, to keep out water with- 
out some felt or waterproof covering, and up to the present 
moment none has been provided, and not even the tar and pitch 
in uno o£ the vessels at ikilaklava can be landed. Still this will 
be a joyous ChrLstrnas, as far as it can be away from friends and 
home. Solitary subalterns ride out ^ to Miskomia, and gaze 
gloomily on the beautiful mistletoe which grows on all the wild 
pear and apple trees in these lovely valleys. Their contentment 
returns when they think of the fat goose, which, tied by the 
leg, is awaiting his doom by the kitchen tent or bakehouse, or 
of the tender pig, which has been reared up from his childhood 
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for the solo object of doin^ honour to the coming feast, and is 
“just fit to be killed.^” Already contrasts are drawn between 
dinners in the trenches, on dreary outposts, on i-emote guards 
and pickets last year, and the luxuries which are forthcoming 
for the grand Knglisli festival. Men remember “ that tough 
old turkey, which cost and that turned the edge of the 
carver like plate glass,*’ and laugh over the fate which seemed 
somehow to attend most e!ffie»rts to bo jolly last Christmas, and 
then turn and look round their huts, which are generally, it 
dnust be confessed, very like retail gi'ocers* establishments, back- 
wood stores, or canteenmon’s msigazines. The shelves which 
are plac^ed Jiloiig the walls in layers, the cupboards being made 
of packing-cases or powder-boxes, are filled with in JStras- 

burg ware, hams, tins of soujw and preserves, made dishes, 
vegetables, long-necked bottles of French manufacture, and the 
stumpier sturdier work of the English glass-blower. There is 
a stove or some substitute for a fireplace in each hut, and it 
always enjoys the iidvantiigo of a famous draught from the door 
and walls. As to the hitter, the embellishments upon them 
wile away jnany an idle hour, and afibixl opportunities for the 
exercise of taste, good and bjitl. the monuments of which must 
perish with the spring. They consist chiefly of illustrations 
from the pictorial papers and P/^wc4, which arc tran8[)Osed inge- 
niously Ijy the introduction of fiiccs, figures, and bits out ol 
diJferent engravings, with the view of giving them a ludicrous 
or whimsical character, and the result is otlten very amusing. 
The walls are covered with them ; a pastepot, a pair of scissors, 
some old papers, and a little fancy — these are materials of which 
a man can make wonderful use in enlivening and decorating the 
wooden walls of his temporary residence. 


CHAPTER XLI. 

Diary — Oczakoir fort^M — Ntimber of Kussiau troops in the Crimea, 
according to tlie J^tUuie Riisse — Exhaustion of Russia— -I'hc Kashi- 
Bazouks of trade' and commerce — Valuable ofllcors — Balakluva well 
worth a visit — Puzzles for antiquarians — Discoveries — rfazardoas 
guesses — Sebastopol not the place for a pleasure excursion— A hard- 
working lieutenant — One hundred times in the TUENcnEs — Mistakes 
at home— Rumours of an Order of Merit of Victoria. 

December It. 

According to intelligence received from Kinburn, the Russians 
exhibit their usual energy in casting up defensive works along 
c c 2 
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the banl^s of the and there is reason to believe that they 
are equally active in throwinjf lines across the sj)it before 
Cherson, and in making redoubts to oppose the inarch of any 
force from Kinburn upon the last-named city. The Dnieper is 
supposed to be quite impracticable, and the Bug will speedily 
offer enormous obstacles to the^^i^ac^ of even the most heavily 
armed and lightest-built gutt4i|^,'and mortar- vessels. The 
enemy are also placing Oczakoff'll^lwndition of defence, and in 
this they confine themselves to making works on the upper cliffs, 
which can scarcely be touched by the fire of our ships. 

The Cossacks have shown themselves from time to time fn the 
neighbourhood of Kinburn, but the state of the spit prevents 
them from establishing a cmnp or even a grand guard near the 
foi*t. Three military and three naval French officers, who went 
out shooting on the spit, a few days after the sailing of the 
ships for Kamicsch, were picked up and made prisoners by these 
lynx-eyed gentry. They surrounded our gallant allies under 
cover of a fog, and then lured them one after another into their 
snares, by shouting in French, and discharging their carbines. 
They literally used snares, for they had ropes all ready for each 
man as they caught him, and to bind him if he resisted or tried 
to give the alarm to his comrades. The capture of Kinburn, 
which was, I believe, altogether a French notion, is now gene- 
rally regarded with the dislike I ventured to express o^ it at the 
time, and is thought to have had the effect of rendering 
Nicholaielf and Cherson inaccessible by water. It will be 
observed that in the account of the Czar’s visit to his troops in 
the Crimea, which appeared in the Inritlide Riissey and was 
copied into The Times of the 6th of December, the eor^is iVarmee 
which are mentioned are the 2nd (posted on the Alma), the 3rd 
(on the Bclbek and Ynukari Karaleze), the 4th (at the Katcha, 
and on the heights between Inkermann and Mackenzie), and the 
6th (in the lines and foria of Sebastopol Noi-th and on the 
Belbek). The 11th Infantry Division, which belongs to the 4th 
Infantry Corps, is mentioned separately, as having boon stationed 
at Duvankoi. Now, if that account bo true, as there is no reason 
to doubt it is, it would appear that four out of the six corjps 
d'armee into which thw; Russian army is divided were then in 
the Crimea, leaving available for the defence of the empire only 
the (luards corps, the Grenadier corps, the 1st (and 6th ?) 
Infantry corps, and the F’iuland, Siberian, Orenburg, and Cauca- 
sian corps, the latter four of which may be regarded as localized 
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in tlie districts where they arc raised. To this force must be 
added the raw levie.^ of militia and the cavalry reserve, but it 
will he secu that the dower of the Kussian army (comprising the 
* 4th and Gth corps, which were selected for the invasion of the 
Principalities) are in the Crimea, and that an active, energetic, 
and successful enemy m^UA|||a put an cud to the war in this 
peninsula, if he could ^^^^Bthem off from Pcrckop and 
Tchon^ar. It is stated t^^^PSe month of September last the 
loth and 17th Infantry d^^is wore at Mackenzie, and, if that 
.be true, iff follows that a portion of the Gth Infantry corjos 
tVarhee was also in the Crimea, and we have reason to believe 
that regiments of Guards and Grenadiers were also at this side 
of Perekop durin^y the campaign of tlie past summer. Record- 
ing to the same authority, the following was the position of the 
various divisions be lore the fall of the south side The 4th and 
Gth Divisions at Inkcrmann, the Gth Division at Koralis — 2nd 
corps d'aruu'e. The 7 th Division at Koralis, the 8th and 9th 
Divisions posted between Mangup Kaleh along the heights to 
Siinplieropol — 2rd corps iTann^e, The 10th Division, ditto; 
the 11th Division at Duvankoi, the 12th at Savomaia — 1th 
corps (Tanm'e. The 1 3th Division reserve at Duvankoi, the 
15th Division near Mangup Kaleh — Gth corps d'anuffcy minus 
the 1 Ith Division. The IGth Division at Mackenzie, the 17th 
Division at Mackenzie aud Belbek — Gth corps d*arniee, minus 
the 18th Division. 

There is no doubt that a portion of the Grenadiers, at all 
events, passed through Chcrsoii last September on their way to 
the Crimea, for an officer of ours, who was prisoner there for a 
month, assui-ed mo he saw them march past, and says they were 
great hulking fellows, just like the other troops in dress and 
equipment, with the exception of the colour and marks on thg 
lacings. These statements are the most singular evidences of 
the exhaustion of Ilussia, and of the falsity of her paper returns, 
which do indeed “ crumple up’* very readily in the gaunt grip 
of war. But now she has rest and leisure to recruit herseli; to 
fill up the cadres and reserves, to drill her savage population, to 
plot new intrigues. Having beaten their man down, the allies 
permit his seconds to take him on the knee, to give him restora- 
tives, to get him into training, and to bring him into the ring 
once more. He is moving his muscles all along the Mackenzie 
heights to-day, and is getting himself into fine training condi- 
tion for his new fight. 
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Lioiitcnaiit Dawaon, U.A., who waa so terribly injured in the 
explosion of the loth of November, is dead; and Lieutenant 
h'razer, 63rd Uc'jiment, was buried yesterday. Loth officers are 
deeply regretted by tlieir comrades. Poor Dawson was quite 
safe after the explosion, but he rushed info the park in the midst 
of the lire, and began reinovin|||^|||A|j|tt shells with the greatest 
coolness and gallantry, and it^^^^Ble he was tlius engaged 
that he received his fatal wouiia^^H[ 

13, ]0 a.m. 

The storm howled and raged fearfblly over the* camp last, 
night, and brought a deluge of rain, which it discharg6d in 
waterspouts, driving it through huts and tents, and forcing it in 
streams through the minutest interstices. Tho gusts were 
extremely violent, and the beating of the rain kept many a ono 
awake with only one topic of consolation, namely, that there was 
“ No trench guard to-night.’* Until four o’clock the wind 
seemed to come from the south-west, but at that hour it veered 


round towards the north, and became bitterly cold. All at once the 
rain was converted into hail and snow ; tho wet gi’ound began 
to freeze ; and at ciglit o’clock, by one of those magical changes 
which can only be equalled by the chymical landscapes of our 
childhood, the whole camp, which, at sundown last night, was 
an expanse of blackish mud, dotted with w^hite tents and huts, 
became a sheet of dazzling white, marked with lines of dusky, 
greyish habitations of canvas and wood. Tho wind has now 
diminished in force, hut it is exceedingly cold and penetrating. 
The unfortunate natives of Southern Europe or of Asia, employed 
in such myriads in the service of the army, sufier greatly on 
such occasions, and perish like dies when the frost comes. The 
huge swarm of camp followers, who, to the number of some ten 
thousand, hover about the canteens and round Balaklava, Kadikoi, 
and the fairs, also feel the eflectfi of this weather bitterly. This 
army is, indeed, the cloaca gentium, and has absorbed in its 
train all tho itinerant scaropishness of the old world. It is 
much to the credit of the Provost- Marshals and their assistants, 


that these myriad specimens of the dregs of all nations have 
been preserved so perfectly and kept in such admirable order. 

An outrage was commiited at Kamiesch on Monday last of a 
very barbarous character, and I am sorry to say the perpetrator 
was. a soldier and an Englishman. It appears that a man 
employed in a canteen in the town gave some cause of offence to 
the sergeant of the detachment of the 11th Hussiu-s quartered at 
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Kazatch, for orderly duty between hcad>quarters and tiie admiral. 
The sergeant, having armed himself with a pistol, went to the 
canteen, and accused the man of being a ^eserter from the Koyal 
Albert, calling on him at the same time to surrender and follow 
him. The man denied that be was a deserter, and refused to 
go, whereupon the sergeant tij'cd at him iicross the counter, in- 
flicting upon him a mortat'i^und,. of which he di^d in a very 
shoi-t. time in great agony . ^ ^il&e sergeant was at once seized by 
persons in the canteen, and is now under close arrest. How- 
ever, considering the vast number of all sorts and conditions of 
men out here, it is only astonishing that acts of violence have 
been so few and I'ar between. There are not less than 25,000 
camp followers, including those of the French, Sardinians, and 
English, belonging to the allied army, or hanging on their skirts ; 
and some persons are inclined to believe that this estimate is 
very much under the mark. In the pursuit of gain most of these 
people expose themselves to considerable hardships and priva- 
tions. How they provide fodder for the beasts they drive is one 
of the secrets of their peculiar existence, and the variety of vehi- 
cles belonging to these Iksbi-Eazouks of trade and commerce 
C/Onstitute a curious detail of the wonders of the camp. 

One may witness even now some few of the iTicidents of the 
scenes of last year repeated. It was but yesterday that I saw 
an old Turk in a moribund state carried into Balaklava on the 
biick of a native almost as wretched-looking as himself ; and 
riding on to the Land Transport camp, between Kadikoi and 
the Col, I beheld a native bearing in the same way a living 
skeleton from one tent into another. These men, who are 
generally employed as muleteers, arc provided by Government 
with long Turkish gregos, but, somehow or other, exposure 
to bad weather produces disastrous results on them, although 
their frames seem very vigorous. I am afraid the Temperance 
Society wont forgive me if I express a private opinion that a 
little stimulant might be “ exhibited” on these poor fellows, wlio * 
eat largely of vegetables, and are saturated with onions, garlic, 
and leeks ; and that, under present circuni.'-stances they might, 
without injury, partake of a moderate quantity of spirits. If I 
am not mistaken. Sir Philip Crampton was of opinion that so 
long as the Irish were a potatophagous race, a predilection for 
whisky would bo found among them, in pbedience to a secret 
sympathy of nature, which sought an ally in alcohol against the 
effects of her esculent enemy. I do not know for certain that 
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the gallant Surgeon-Gleneral ever expressed that opinion, nor 
would I invoke teetotal wrath and water on his head by saying 
£ 0 ; and 1 beg to di|claim, also, the smallest intention of 
theorizing, for 1 think of the Hindoos and rice, of Yankee 
whalers and hot collcc, and I tremble and am silent. There is 
this very morning a very pretty little rebellion among the native 
drivers of tl\e Land Transport Corp^ of the Fourth Division. 
They wont stir, in spite of elpc[#iil exlmrtations in the best 
Hindostance addressed to them by Captain Diek. who is stand- 
ing knee deep in snow and mud, and haranguing them as they 
lie inside their tents. They “sahib’' away and shrug their 
shoulders, and plaintively express a decided desire to be Hogged, 
accompanied by suggestions also that they should be at once 
executed ; but they one and all declare that work they will not 
on such a raw and gusty day as this. Many of these Hindo- 
atanees will be sent away forthwith. 

The more one sees of home management the deeper becomes 
the conviction that it is extremely injudicious even in the most 
vigorous hands, and under the most experienced heads. There 
is not a naval oHicer in lialaklava who could not give numerous 
examples of the waste of money which takes place every day in 
harbour, and of the absurdities and contradictions involved in 
plans and orders which appear perfectly wise and prudent at 
homo. Take a little case in camp : — In the Fourth Division a 
contract was entered into by the Commissariat with a French 
baker to provide the troops with bread. The man set up ovens, 
hired workmen, and very soon began to furnish supplies of 
bread of excellent quality. Suddenly orders were received to 
close the contract ; English bakers were coming out from Eng- 
land, and they Avere to make bread much more cheaply than 
it could be done under the contract. Accordingly the French- 
man was dismissed, but not before a commission or a board 
had sat to award him compensation for the bakehouse and 
ovens, and he had received a very decent little lump of money 
on that score. Well, the English dozen of bakers — ^thii'teen 
of them — ^arrived in the front, and the first consequence of 
their arrival is that we have no bread, and that the troops 
receive biscuit. The ba’^ers demand yeast ; they can’t work in 
the French bakehouse ; the French ovens wont do ; the house 
must be altered ; they arc, in fact, unable to make bread. Ex- 
pense will be incurred in altering the bakehouse and ovens ; 
mateiials for doing so are procured at Balaklava and carried up 
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to the iron stores, but that is some distance firom the bakery. 
Application is made to the Divisional Land Transport for carts 
to convey these materials to the bakery, but the ofheer in com- 
mand is bound to refuse it by rigid orders, and so the bakers sit 
idle, and the troops eat biscuit, instead of bread ; but the bakers, 
nevertheless, are paid just as much as if they made bread. 1 
•should be unwilling to say how many little things of this kind 
are constantly occuiTing. Would any one take the trouble to 
investigate the exact state of things in Balaklava harbour at 
Jihis moment, he would be astonished to find so much money 
and money’s worth going to waste, which to all appearances 
might he avoided. Every allowance must be made for the 
natural desire of the authorities at home to obviate the smallest 
discomfort, Jind to prevent the recurrence of the miseries 
of last year ; and therefore I, for one, shall not undertake to 
become the censor of acts which spring from such feelings. 
Admiral Fremantle is assiduous in his administration of the 
ail airs of the poi*t, and takes a higher position than poor Admiral 
IJoxcr, who with rare energy and personal vigour, tried to 
combine the duties of port-^miral and harbour-master, and 
obtained a portion of success, which, if not by any means large, 
was very praiseworthy under the circumstances. Admiral Fre- 
mantle is aided by an excellent officer, whose abilities have been 
zealously exercised for a long time for the public serviexj in this 
war — ^liis secretary, Mr. Pritchard-^ and the executive officers of 
the various departments are unremitting in the discharge of 
their duties. Commander Lacon, the principal agent of tran- 
sports, was just master of the position, and had become perfectly 
acquainted with the details of his department, when the 
Admiralty, with wonderful tact, supersede him at the very nick 
of time, and send out a new man to learn his trade as agent of 
transports — Captain Puniet, ll.N., who will perhaps be removed 
ill turn just as he has attained to the executive knowledge now 
possessed by Commander Lacon. The harbour-master, Mr. 
Paul, — ^Lieutenant Hawkins, who has been unremitting in his 
exertions in hoisting out and landing all the guns and mortars 
used for the siege, — Lieutenant Scott, in charge of the sick 
binding wharf, — Lieutenant Freese, Traiisxiort Department, — 
all, in fiict, are actuated by the utmost anxiety to do their best, 
and to leave no cause for complaint in the execution of their 
difficult duties ; and, if it is not in mortals to command 
success, nearly every one of these officers deserves to do so, but 
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directions from home, and home arranf^ements, sometimes send 
all the fruits of their labours to the dogs. 

The discipline of the harbour is strict, but it sometimes 
happens that a number of unruly Turks or Greeks run their 
vessels right in slap-dash among the vessels, neither compre- 
hending signals nor regulations. The order of mooring is pre- 
served strictly by English ships. The shipping lie with steni% 
to the quays, in three rows, the inner line consisting of ships 
with cargoes of first necessity, and so on ; the large vessels lie in 
deep water at the Diamond Wharf, high up the harbour on the 
western side. The Sardinians have a portion of the harbour 
near the Cattle Wharf, and the Frencli a reserved quay close to 
them. With its forests of masts closely packed together — its 
wall-likc sides of rock — its wooden houses — its railway — its 
pailycoloured population — its Ihibel of tongues — its huge 
mountains of stores piled for many feet high by the water’s 
edge — its tremendous traflic — its mud — its locomotive whistling 
through the main sti'cot, and regarded by the rude Tartar from 
distant holes as a wild beast of inconceivable power and ferocity 
— and its picturesque old ruins, Jlalakluva is well worth a visit. 
By-the-bye, any antiquary who desires to see the castle must 
conic out quick ; it is undergoing demolition fast, and the work 
of the Genoese is from time to time being transferred to the 
holds of merchantmen in the ignoble form of “ ballast !” This 
is permitted in order to save demurrage dues. It is lucky, 
perhaps, that the Piraeus is not the scene of our operations, for 
in that case the Acropolis in a fragmentary state might now be 
en route for Newcastle, as the centre of gravity of the Black 
Diamond transport, and the Parthenon might be employed to 
trim the “ John Smith, of London.” But, if wo destroy, so 
do we create. A splendid military road from Balaklava to the 
front, with numerous branches and arms, is no bad equivalent 
for the walls of a rained foi-tress. Colonel Munro has, as 3'ou 
have heard, brought to light an interesting building which may 
yet derange the intellects of the leading members of the Arch.'u- 
ological Society, and, although he has gone away home, the 
researches he inaugurated aie continued. There are now visible, 
in addition to the circui-a* building, the remains of three smaller 
buildings, and the wall which enclosed the whole, formed of 
massive blocks of stone, many of which bear the marks of the 
chisel. Being utterly ignorant of the uses of the concavities, 
liqjed with red tiles, which are found in tlio circular building 
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land in cinoof the other buildings, it will bo most prudent in me 
not to hazard a guess as to the naturo of these interesting 
excavations. Yet, in the exercise of the right of private 
judgment, I may be pennitted to say thatl doubt that they are 
the ruins of a temple, inasmuch iis the use of mortar would 
seem to indicate a more recent origin than the supposition that 
they were formerly the scenes of human sacrifices would justify; 
and, indeed, the rudeness of the architecture would point to a 
barbarous age, between flic old civilization and the new. It is 
iwt C^’clopeau, nor (xrecian, nor Italian ; the people who left 
behind them the ruins of Chersonese, or the caves of Inkermann, 
or the forts of Halaklava, could scarcely have botm the builders 
of these walls. Perhaps, after all, it was a sort of fortress 
used by a little colony as a defence against the barbarians 
who in those days haunted the heights of Mackenzie ; that the 
enclosure was a farmyard ; the circular building, in which there 
is a deep well, a house of defence ; and the concavities rude 
magazines for the reception of winter stores, some of which 
chci^ses might have been prcpai’ed on the fiat stones found in the 
buildings. 

DeccinJber 13, 1 p.m. 

The wind ceased about mid-day ; it is now freezing sharply ; 
but the sun is shining, and the sky is tolerably clear. Black 
tracks already appear in the white snow, as the men and carts 
toil across the plateau. In the distance, on the heights over 
tlio Tcheniaya, the liussians can be seen at drill. There is 
some reason to believe that the position from Inkermann to 
Aitodor is partly occupied by Militia regiments, and no doubt 
they undergo a good deal of goose-step these quiet times. • The 
air is full of drumming and fifing and trumpeting. The regi- 
ments are getting up their bands again, and the exertion is 
generally distressing to the neighbourhood ; but there is no use 
in writing to The Times on the subject. It is, however, irri- 
tating to the last degree to be surrounded by drummers, who 
are sent to this^part of the Ciimp as a favourable spot for prac- 
tice, and to be the unwilling auditor of first lessons on the bugle 
and French horn. The French are indefatigable at this work. 
Every one recollects the three little drummers who are always 
“dubbing” away like mad at Capecurc, on that little spot 
near the south pier of Boulogne. They are out here now, 
multiplied exceedingly, and a.s active in elbow and wrist as ever. 
It is a curious subject for the statist to ascertain when the 
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French drummer is perfect in his ai*t. As far as I can ]icrceivc, 
ho must be a tolerably elderly man before he leaves oft* practice, 
and can only be enjoyed in perfection for a very brief period 
before lie retires irom the service altogether. 

The Russians keep up a peiiinacious fire on tlie town. The 
reports of tlieir guns shake my hut this line day at the rate of 
about two a-minute, and the sound is tel f‘rably loud with this wind. 
Sebastopol is a disagreeable place to go to on pleasure, for shot 
and shell <are continually lobbing along the streets, houses arc 
falling piecemeal, and the stones Hying about from the shock of 
cannon-balls. The casualties, however, are very few, and the 
French have displayed great ingenuity in erecting comfortable 
magazines and shops in out-of-the-way parts of the town, where 
OIK? can get a cup of coffee and a cigar without much danger. 
Jhit to the uninitiated the roar of a ball and the twittering hiss 
of a shell fail to give zest to these luxuries. It is no longer an 
occurrence of every week to go down to Sebastopol once or 
twice, and few people resort to the docks unless they arc on 
duty, or have just come out, and are under the painful necessity 
of going en amateur. The whole establishment of a cavfhii^re 
went smash the other day through the operation of a shell, and, 
although it was tolerably well filled, the only damage done was 
to the poor proprietress, who lost her hand and an immense 
amount of crockery, comestibles, and customers. The labours 
of the Sappers and Miners have been very heavy to destroy the 
docks in making the mines, and it is to be hoped they will 
receive some extra reward for their laborious duties, which have 
only begun with the end of the siege. The subaltern ofiicers of 
Kngineers have just grounds of complaint at the way in which 
they have been passed over. As they belong, like the Ai-tillery, 
to a branch of the service in which promotion is regulated by 
seniority, their rise is v" -y ' slow, notwithstanding the heavy 
losses of the corps during the siege, and, being below the rank 
of captain, they cannot receive brevet rank. There is one 
officer. Lieutenant Neville, who has been on duty in the 
trenches under fire ujpwards of one hundred timesj and he is 
Lieutenant Neville still, and I doubt not there are several others 
in the same case. This is all the more galling wdion these 
officers behold captains, in the line, of a couple of years’ service, 
and lieutenants, who were children when they entered the army, 
rising rapidly in their regiments. It is all very well to say 
that when these officers become captains they will no doubt get 
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brevet rank, but that is small consolation for those who will 
liiive years to wait for their promotion. To be valued, rewards 
should bo prompt, certain, and discriminative. Ours ;;eiie- 
vally are slow, but by no means sm-c, and are generic in distri- 
bution. Confessedly there were not more than 8000 and odd 
hundred British soldiers at Inkermann, of whom 2000 were 
idaced hovs de comhaL How many succumbed of the survivors 
of that day in the winter of 1854, and in the subsequent battle.s 
of the trenches, I cannot say; but it is not too much, wlien wo 
consider the condition to which the Guards, as well as several 
other regiments, such as the fiSrd, were reduced, to iix the 
number entitled to the cbisp under any discriminating rule, — 
such as that the regiments should have been under lire or 
engaged in support or reserve, — at (iOOO men, and yet I under- 
stand that not less than 10,000 clasps, with the word “ Inker- 
maiin” upon each, were distributed to the army. There seems 
at liomc to be a considerable ignorance of the locality of our 
engagements, and of the regiments engaged in them, for we read 
frequently of mistakes which could not be made if the facts were* 
known, such as a soldier of the 79th being wounded at Inker • 
nunin^ or a sergeant of the 30th being present at Alma and 
Jialaklava, 

The complaints respecting the indiscriminate profusion with 
which clasps Inavc been given arc very general, and by no means 
unjust. As to the Orinieiui medal, it merely means that “the 
wearer has been in the Crimea,” perhaps only for a few days, 
during which he never left Halaklava. There arc instances of 
officers, &c., running up from Constantinople expressly for the 
purpose of putting in claims — which have been allowed — for the 
medal. Every one has it; and 1 have seen “Alma,” “ Inker- 
maiin,” “ Balaklava,” and “ Sebastopol” clasps on breasts which 
1 knew to be as safe from shot and shell on those days, and 
during the siege, as if they had been displaying white waist- 
C(»ats (ai’c there such things in the world now P) to the coryphees 
of the opera — always excepting Alma, where there was, to be 
sun*, a little danger and excitement for everybody. There is a 
very general feeling indeed that some specific decoration should 
be given for service in the trenches. Let some limit be fixed, 
and let every man, it is “said,” who has sei-vcd during the 
lime, have some distinctive decoration, if it be only a bit of tin 
or a ieni)enny nail. It is promised that something of the kind 
will be done ; and we hear rumours of an Order of Merit of 



398 


CAMP EMPLOYMENTS. 


Victoria, or of some other name ; but these delays create dis- 
satisfaction. It is to be hoped that if an Order of Merit bo 
established, it will bear the name of the Queen in whose rei^ 
it was instituted, and with the signification of whose royal 
prcsnomcti it would so thoroughly harmonize. There is a strong 
desire that bronze crosses should be prepared beai-ing inscriptions 
relating to the number of bombardmimts, so that each man 
should bear a distinctive mark of the amount of trench -duty 
he has done. When Kenealy, one of the privates of the 41st, 
who entered the Redan vritli Major-CJIeneral Windham, w.'w 
asked whether he would have the or a ciecoration, her l eplied 
he would much sooner have the latter; and this feeling is 
shared by all good soldiers ; whereas, the notion with the home 
authorities seems to bo, that money is more welcome to them 
than anything else. 

December 14. 

The frost continues, and the thermometer marks 20"* this 
morning ; but there is a clear fine sky and a bright sun above. 
•The mud is now a rigid furrowed lake, with iron waves cast up 
by old cart-tracks and horses* hoofs, and the roads are crowded 
and blocked up by the vast numbers of fourrfons^ carts, horses, 
and pack animals so suddenly forced upon them. General Vinoy, 
who has been raised to the rank of General of Division fbi* the 
all-important services he rendered at the capture of the Mala- 
khofT, is also going to France to-rooiTow. JJetween this gallant 
officer, so well known to the English army us General of the 
First Brigade of Bosquet’s Division, which was encamped for a 
long time on the heights near Balaklava, and those English 
generals who have been brought into contact with him, there 
exists a marked good will and esteem ; and Sir Colin Campbell, 
for one, will not forget the alacrity with which he turned out 
his men to support the reconnaissance of February 20th, after the 
intention had been abanaoned at the French head-quarters, in 
consequence of the snow-storm. We also owe to him the road 
between Kadikoi and the lower ridge of the Coi, past the cavalry 
camp, called Vinoy’s-road, which was of such service to us last 
winter. For knowledge of his profession, inflexibility of pur- 
pose, coolness, and daring, tliere are few officers who surpass 
GotMwdv Vinoy. He is yet in the full vigour of life, being 
Jitdy fifty years old, and if the war lasts, he is likely to play a 
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CIIAPTEE XLII. 

DRSTKITCTION OF THE DOCKS. 

Division of tho dot'k'i — taken to destroy tliem — An unfortunate 
accident — Etfoct of tin* explosions — The Russian fire— Accidents — 
'riioroiifrii destruction of tlie docks— Rumours of peace— An explosion 
— rile French complete the work of destruction— Quantity of powder 
used — Destruction of Fort Alexander. 

* C'VMP u£FORE Sebastopol, Janmty 1, 185C.* 

Tih^be can hard!}' be u more perfect example of a sinecure 
than the office of a newspaper correspondent in the camp before 
hiebastopol at the present time. No man's occupation was ever 
more completely ^one. Ho may lay his pen upon the shelf with 
a quiet conscience — nay, he must do so, unless he resign himself 
to chronicle the small beer of the camp. As to finding anything 
of importatice to write about, it is out of the question, and, for 
any present use tliat he is, your correspondent might almost as 
well he spending his Oliristmas Hblidays at an English country- 
house or on a Parisian boulevard. As to the llussians — pho f 
iU’c tiiere such people in the neighbourJiood P True, some signs 
of them may be seen on yonder heights, and occasionally (of late 
hut rarely) the boom of a gun reminds us of their proximity. I 
doubt if one man in a hundred of all in camp gives them a 
thought. There seems little chance of their hieddliiig with us 
at present. With the ground in its present state, it would be 
difficult to move artillery. Perhaps they, like their adversaries, 
are doing their best to kill these long winter nights with private 
theatricals, musiciil meetings^ dinner parties, and glee clubs. 
That they are as comfortably off as we are I greatly doubt — 
better off they can hardly be. When we refer ,back to your 
special correspondent’s letters at this time last year, and consider 
the many miseries there described, it is doubly gratifying to be 
able to record that now health, abundance, and comfort reign 
throughout the camp. The men are well clothed, well 
their quarters are as good as circumstances will permit, they 
appear contented, and have every reason to be so. 

The weather continues frosty, but not so severe as it was. We 

* This and the. following letters to the date of March 2ind, were written 
by a Colleague of Mr. RusselTs during the latter gentleman’s abseiree fhnn 
the Crimea. 
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have had white frosts the last two nights, and the sky looks very 
like snow. 

It is expected that the docks we have mined will be blown up 
this week, but no day is as yet positively fixed. 

Janvary 23. 

The destruction of the docks will, it is fully expected, be com- 
pleted this week. Only one of them, the westernmost, partly 
retains its original aspect ; the others are mere chasms, almost 
fdled up with ruins. Although to most persons the general 
aspect of these docks has probably become well-known from, 
descriptions and drawings, I will briefly explain their position 
and arrangement. They extend nearly due north and south (a 
little to the east of north and west of south), and consist of three 
inner docks, a basin and two outer docks, with a lock between 
them. The French undertook the destruction of the outer 
docks, the lock, and the northern half of the basin ; the 
English that of the inner docks and the southern half of 
the basin. The lock, although capacious, was easier to 
destroy than a dock, its circjumference being a plain stone wall, 
instead of heavy stone steps fit for a giant’s staircase. Thp 
French have done their share of the work very effectually, and 1 
sec nothing that remains for them to destroy. For various 
reasons the English Avorks were more gradual in their progress, 
but have hot been less thoroughly canded out, and, if a non-pro- 
fessional, but highly-interested observer may express an opinion, 
they do great credit to the scientific skill of the engineers to 
whom they were intnisted. I believe the first idea was to blow 
up the whole at once, which would probably have given a more 
picturesque appearance, and have produced a more thorough 
ruin. Eut this plan was abandoned by reason of the dampness 
of the ground. Water flowed in from the ravine in the rear of 
the docks, and rose in the shafts of the mines. It is probable 
that, had the engineers waited to explode the numerous mines 
until all of them were complete, the powder would have become 
damp in many of them and wOuld not have ignited ; so it was 
resolved to blow ui) a little at a time. It is difficult for any 
one Avho has not seen these docks both before and since their 
destruction, fully to appreciate the magnitude of the operations, 
and tiie force that must have been applied to root up and utterly 
overthrow such ma.ssive constructions, such huge blocks of 
granites so firmly cemented, such mighty timber.s, Avhich lie 
snapped asunder like reeds or rent into huge splinters. A stroll 
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about the environs of Sebastopol, and the sight of the enormous 
cannon-balls and fragments of monster shells that strew the 
ground in all directions, impress one with a respectful idea of 
llie pow er of powder ; but the respect is vastly inci*eascd by a 
view of the havoc it has played in such stupendous works as the 
docks — structures formed to last for ages, and to the duration of 
which no limit could be assigned. The difficulty of destruction 
was enhanced in the case of the docks allotted to the English by 
the fact that these were in part hewn out of solid rock. The 
basin thus formed was lined with huge masses of stone, and 
between rock and stone earth was filled in. The engineers 
availed themselves of the soft interval for their mines, and blew 
the walls and counterfoi*ts inwards, but the rock remains, mark- 
ing in places tin*, outline of the docks. The counterforts were 
of prodigious strength and thickness. Then there was a deep 
covered drain outside the docks, for the purpose of emptying 
them when desired, of which the engineers, of course, made use. 
Greatly incommoded at first by the water that flowed down the 
ravine in their rear, they overcame this difficulty at no small 
expense of labour. Their mode of operating against the docks 
varied according to circumstances, but seems to have consisted 
in a gi'eat ineasuro of regular mines, with shaft and gallery. 
Two of these shafts, down which I looked yesterday, are about 
thirty feet deep. They are situated one on each side of the 
western dock, and in one of them, which is at about fifty feet from 
its entrance (between it and the centre dock), an unfortunate 
accident occurred on Saturday last. The engineers had blown 
up the eastern pier, or extremity of that side of the dock, to 
Avliicli a gate is attached — one of the jaws of the dock, as I may 
say, which arc closed by the gates ; and this explosion seems to 
have been as complete in its etfect as any that have taken place. 
The huge mass was lifted up and dislocated, and the enormous 
transverse beams, masses of black timber of incalculable strength, 
were torn from tlieir fastenings, snapped in twain, and remained 
with their splintered ends resting against each other, iji the 
shape of a house-roof. Below the pointed arch thus formed is a 
black chasm, and heaped around are piles of displaced stone and 
dusty ruins. Everything is removed and riven without being 
scattered ; and this is the object at which our engineers Kav^ 
constantly aimed. They have sought all along, and generally 
with inucli success, so to proportion the charges of their mines 
that, while everything should be overturned, rooted out, and 
VOL. II. D 
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thrown into the utmost confusion (literally tops^’^tiirvy), as little 
as possible should be thrown out of the crater. And accordingly 
most of their explosions have not had the appearance which 
would popularly be anticipated from the letting olf of two, three, 
or more thousand ))oiinds of powder. There was no diverging 
gush of stones, but a sort of rumbling convulsion of the ground ; 
a few blocks .'ind fragments were cas*' u]) to a moderate height, 
but the eifect upon the spectator was that of some gigantic sub- 
ten'anean hand just pushing the masses a shoit distance out of 
their places, tuniing them upside down, and rolling them over, 
each other in a cloud of smoke and dust, 'fhere were probably 
two reasons for the care with which the engineers measured their 
charges. One may ho that by leaving the docks encunihercd 
and filled up with their own ruins they bequeath a harder task 
to any future rebuilder than if* they scattered the stone linings 
far and wide, and left the chasms comparatively clear. Tlic 
second reason may he that by more violent explosions they would 
probably have shaken down buildings, overthrown the dockyard 
wall (which already totters and loses stones fix)m its summit 
when a mine is let off), and perhaps have caused accidents. As it 
is, these operations have been the occ:usion of extremely little 
loss of life or injury to limb. The Russians have fired a great 
deal at times, hut their shots have not told, and, although their 
fire has been occasionally accurate enough, shell after shell fall- 
ing into the docks, at others they have made very bad practice, 
shells intended for the inner docks falling near the shears, orjii 
other directions wide of the mark. A couple of men of the 18th 
Regiment were killed, a Sapper was wounded a few daj^s ago, 
not very severely, and I think there have been one or two other 
men hurt. Of accidents occurring from the explosions I have 
heard of none, except the one on Saturday last, referred to above, 
and which was of a peculiar nature. The explosion by the 
dock-gate had taken place, and some Sappers were busy at the 
bottom of a shaft forty or fifty feet off, when a noxious gas, 
generated by the explosion, entered the gallery, filtering 
through the intervening earth. The effect was gradual — one 
after ,.,i|njpther tlie men became giddy, and some of them insen- 
sible. vWith infinite alacrity and courage non-connnissioned 
officers and soldiers descended the shaft, braving a danger which 
seemed the greater because its extent and nature were unknown, 
to succour their comrades, and as they got down th('y in turn 
were ovei*powered by the offensive gas. Major Nicholson and 
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Lioiitenaiit Gi*aliiim also went down, and suffered in consequence. 
Th(j former was insensible, when, sup}x)rtf}d by his men, he 
reached the top of the shaft, and it was some time before he 
recovered. To sum up tlic accident; one man perished, and 
seven or eight were scrioll^ly affected, hut have since rccovei*cd. 
A mail went down into the mine, atltir the accident, holding in 
his mouth the extremity of a tube down whicli air was pumpod 
to him, and he walked alxiut with jierfcct impunity and collocted 
the men's caps and tilings the}' had left behind. The man who 
.died was a soldier of the 48th Regiment. Two surgeons were 
on thc‘ spot, and tried every means to recover him, but in vain. 

The destmetion of the far-famed docks of Sebastopol, wdiich 
has been for some weeks in progress, and is now on the point of 
termination, is an event in the annals ol‘ military enginotu-ing. 
A rcgidar diary of the operations has hetm kept by the offiexTs 
engaged, and this, should it ever he published, cannot fail to be 
most interesting. War has stern nfajessities, but there is some- 
thing lamentable in seeing such great and magniheeut works as 
these docks were, thus pitilessly destroyed. All that yesterday 
afternoon remained (worthy of mention) was the walls of the 
western dock, and their fragments ; before the week is out these 
will be added to the mass of rubbish. It may give some idea 
of the labour necessary to reconstruct these docks, to say that 
after clearing away the ponderous ruins it would be necessary 
to dig down some twenty feet below the original bottom — so 
iQ^uch has the earth been disturbed by the successive explosions 
— to drive piles and use concrete, and form an enth*ely new 
foundation. The French explosion I mentioned in a recent 
letter, as having been effected by sinking in the water a huge 
iron vessel full of powder, was intended to destroy the bottom 
at one of the entrances, and appears to have succeeded better 
than was supposed, a chasm eight feet deep having been ascer- 
tained by sounding. The works of our Engineers have been 
very successful and credittihle to their skill and foresight. Few 
mines, out of the largo number that have been fired, failed to 
explode. The strong report of immediate peace that prevailed 
the other day caused the works to be accelerated by every pos- 
sible means, and I understand that there was then a failure or 
tivo. The operations must have been replete with valuable 
experience to the officers engaged in tliem. 

Fdruarp 8. 

The quantity of powder used the other day in the explosion 
D D 2 
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of Fort Nicliolfis was 50,000 kilogrammes, or 100,000 French 
pounds. Double that quantity was found under the fort when 
the engineers conunenced their operations. This is not the only 
concealed store oi‘ powder the French have discovered in their 
part of Sebastopol. The firing which the llussians kept up for 
a short time previously to the explosion was drawn on by a 
French fatigue party getting wood from the houses in Se- 
bastopol. Some of the soldiers imprudently showed themselves 
upon the roofs, and the Russian batteries opened. At the 
moment of the explohioii an officer of ranlc in a green uniform, 
supposed to he the general commanding on the north side, came 
out of the Star Fort, and apparently ordered his men off the 
parapet. He then stood looking on at the destruction of Fort 
Nicholas. The intention was that all the mines should explode 
simultaneously, and that they did not do so is attributable, as 
I am informed, to some fault in the fuse — Beckford*8 fuse, 
known among the French as le cordon Anglais. The effect, 
however, was very fine, and nothing could be more complete 
than the destruction. Fort Alexander is shortly to he blown up, 
and it is said the French will also destroy some of the principal 
buildings. The English General Orders of yesterday announct^ 
the completion of our share of the destruction of the docks, 
Major Nicholson and Lieutenants Graham and Gordon, who 
were immediately in charge of these arduous works, and who 
took up their residence in the Karabelnai'a while they proceeded, 
have returned to camp. There are still some small explosions 
going on in the vicinity of the docks, and there is talk of 
blowing up the revetment on the west side of tlie entrance, 
and perhaps also the barracks. At presimt they are blowing up 
houses, chiefly, as I believe, for the sake of experiment. Mr. 
Deane, best known hvre as the ** infernal diver,” is not satis- 
fied with the results obtemed with his voltaic wires, which have 
failed in several instances, and he is desirous to experimentalize 
in order to discover where the fault lies. The operations against 
the docks may be said to have commenced at the end of No- 
vember, for, altl:ough a beginning was made at an earlier period, 
tlie works were quickly suspended, and resumed only at the 
above date. The. French did their work in four explosions; 
the English had six, besides minor ones of small extent. You 
arc perhsps already aware that a number of the original plans, 
aectioTial and others, used by the constructor of the docks, were 
found in Sebastopol, and have been of great use to the engineers 
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ii) their work of demolition. These plans, now soiled and torn, 
arc very neatly drawn and coloured. 

February 11. 

The sole incident that has occurred here since my letter of 
the 9th is the destruction of Port Alexander, which was blown 
up, in three explosions, at 1 o’clock this afternoon. The de- 
struction was very complete, but the place docs not look such a 
peribet level as the site of Port Nicholas, and the sea face has 
been intentionally left standing. The explosions were the 
loudest we have heard this year, especially the first of the three. 
The day was dry, but not bright, and the absence of sun de- 
tracted from the striking nature of the spectacle, which was, 
however, sufficiently imposing, but not equal to that of Port 
Nicholas’s downfall. Notwithstanding tlio distance, the ex- 
plosions sounded very loud up in camp, and persons who were 
well in the rear of Cathcart’s-hill assure me that they felt the 
gi'uuiid tremble, and that the huts they were in seemed to rock. 
The Russians, who had been firing a little from the Inkermann 
Ratteries just before the fort blew up, were perfectly silent for 
some time after the explosion, apparently thinking it more dig- 
nified calmly to contemplate the destruction of their fortresses 
than to exhibit impotent wrath and unprofitably to expend their 
ammunition. At a later period of the day they fired more than 
usual from the north side. In the Karabelnaia our engineer^ 
continue to amuse themselves, and small explosions are not 
unfrequent. This afternoon the White Buildings, as they are 
generally called, adjoining the dockyard, were partly on fire* 

Fdruary 25. 

The bayonets of forty-six British battalions bristled yesterday 
upon Telegraph-hill, an elevated ridge of the plateau, overlooking 
the valley of the Tchernaya. 26,000 infantry were there as- 
sembled for inspection and review by the Commander-in-Chief. 
The morning was so cold, that some who impatiently awaited the 
spectacle feared it would be again postponed, but the earth and 
air were dry, and after church service the divisions were seen 
marching from their camps in the direction of the parade- 
gi’ound, where numerous spectators soon began to assemble. A 
better i>icee of ground could hardly be selected for either a 
training gallop or the review of an armj'. The soil was firm 
without hardness, and afforded pleasant and elastic footing to 
the gathering legions and to the horses of cui’ious and interested 
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f^azers. As tlio ti'oops marched up, tlio pioneers busied them- 
selves with filling the small circular trenches where tents had 
formerly stood; and, when the review was over, the whole 
surface luid been trodden by hoof and foot as level as a bowling- 
green. The wind blew keenly from the north, and it was shai'p 
work for faces, fecit, and fingers upon Telegraph-hill that day. 
The pedestrians Inul perhaps the bi*a^ of it, for they could keep 
up the cii’ciilation by exercise, while half-frozen horsemen were 
clattering their boots against the stirrup irons in vain attempts 
to restore sensation to their benumbed feet. Cold, however,., 
was soon forgotten in tlie animation and interest of tlie scene. 
Even before the troops had formed their line there was much 
to amuse the observer in the fast increasing throng of idlers. 
Those English officers, of various arms and departments, whom 
duty did not call out or keep in, flocked in hundreds to witness 
the first review of a larger number of Biitish troops than has 
been held for forty j'^ears. 1 should think very few were absent 
whom duty or illness did not detain in camp, and one officer, 
the Hon. Percy Fielding, still suffering from a severe accident 
which occurred fJo him some weeks ago, was driven to the 
ground in a cart. There were a groat many artillery officers, a 
very few of cavaliy', a multitude of commissariat and medical 
officers, Army Works Corps, &c., some in full dress, some in 
undress, many in nondescript attire. The foreigners also m\is- 
tered in great strength. There was eveiy variety of French 
and Sardinian military costume, and even the Spanish uniform 
was there, to augment the motley of the gathering, four officenj 
of that nation being attached to the French head-quarters. 
Marshal Pelissier came on the ground in his carriage and four, 
by which is not to be undcratood a handsome vehicle and showy 
team, witli well-kept harness and neat postillions — but a very 
rough, nearly paintless, Crimean-looking drag, with harness 
partly of rope, horses that match the carriage as regards 
roughness, and soldiers in artillery saddles, on the near wheeler 
and leader. Tlie Marshal is somewhat obese, and not much of 
an equestrian, and he rarely crosses a horse. His little escort 
of Chasseurs contrast^'d with the English Hussars who followed 
Sir WiUiam Codrington and kept the ground, and many of 
whom, as regarded both men and horses, needed only some 
slight changes in uniform and equipment to become extremely 
heavy cavalry. Marshal Pelissier alighted fiom his (iurriage, 
and took his station at the foot of a hillock, opposite the centre 
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of the line, of the whole of which he then commanded a good 
view. The array of tne troops was nearly completed when a 
shell, sent in their direction, was seen to burst high in the air 
above the valley of the Tchemaya. Our Russian friends politely 
informed us that they were present and attentive, reckoning 
that we should see their messenger, though they could not 
expect him to reach us. 

The lino was formed of continuous columns of companies, 
that is to say, it was eight companies or sixteen rank and lile 
.deep, with intervals of six paces between each regiment. Its 
fac‘e was towards the Russian {lositions beyond the valley. On 
the right vrere the Guards and the other regiments forming the 
Firat Division ; then came the Highlanders ; then the Second, 
Tliird, and Fourth ; and finally the Light Division. Down 
this imposing and massive line, brilliant with scarlet and 
fringed with steel, General Codvington rode, followed by his 
stafi' and by a large number of English and foreign officers. 
JIussar sentries at first attempted to keep mere spectators at a 
certain distance from the frout of the army, but, amidst the 
perplexing variety of costumes, it was impossible for them to 
tell who had or who had not a right to join the General’s 
cortige, and soon the whole mass of horsemen swept after him 
down the line. When the inspection was completed, he took up 
his station in front, and to the right of the knoll where Marshal 
Pclissier was posted, •and the troops marched past in open 
column, each General of Division posting himself beside Gene- 
ral Codrington during its pussiige. As soon as the band of each 
brigade arrived opposite the General it faced to the left, cleared 
the line of march, fronted, and played until its brigade had 
completely gone by, when it followed in rear, and its place was 
taken by the next band. These bands were formed by an 
amalgamation of the regimental bands, and some of them 
played very well, but generally speaking their music was ill- 
chosen and bad. The Guards came by, of course with their 
own favourite tune, the Grenadiers ; the pipes of the 

lliglilanders squeaked, squealed, and droned forth that strange 
combination of sounds so dear to Scotch ears, and so di.scordant 
to those of Saxon or Qaiil ; and one brigade played Fartani 
pour la Sgric, in c>ompliment to Marshal Pelissier and the 
French present, 'fhe second brigade of the Fourth Division 
had one of the best bands, and played a spirited march, but, 
generally speaking, the music of th^s army has not recevered 
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the losses of the war. The troops marched past in front of tlie 
ground on which they had just stood in line, and its nature was 
highly fiivourahle to the ellect of the movement, for there was a 
slight slope downwards, commencing at the spot where the 
head of the column wheeled to the left and began its direct 
march towards the Generals, in whose immediate vicinity >vere 
to bo seen Sir Colin Campbell, Admiral Froemantle, General 
Windliain, and a hurge num^r of officers of rank — French, Sar- 
dinian, and English — the staff of all these composing a nume- 
rous and brilliant throng. The morning had been grey and* 
dull up to the commencement of the review, but the clouds 
then gi’cw thinner and dispersed a little, and a few fitful gleams 
of sunshine shone upon Britain’s legions as they descended the 
slope in most perfect order, a broad steady torrent of bayonets, 
not rapid, but irresistible. A finer military sight coTild hardly 
be seen in peace time than was presented by that matchless in- 
fantry. The healthy appearance of the men testified to good 
keep and much care taken of them ; their soldierly carriage and 
perfect dressing proved that their officers had profited by the 
unusually fine and open winter to hasten the military education 
of the numerous recruits. Where all were worthy of praise, it 
were invidious to point out any as particularly deserving it. 
Of course there were differences and degrees, and some regiments 
which have sufiered much in the war, and consequently have 
very few old soldiers left, cannot bo expected to look as well or 
to be as good as others that either came out when the campaign 
was nearly over, or have had little fighting and no hardship 
since their andval. The Guards looked as usual, military and 
imposing in their lofty bearskins ; the Highlanders were magni- 
ficently pictui-esque. and reminded one, by tlieir statue-like im- 
mobility in the ranks, by their stern veteran aspect and lofty 
stature, of Vcmet's i)ict res of the Tleille Garde on parade. 
They were the admiration of the foreigners present, and well 
they might be, for assuredly no finer troops ever fixed bayonet. 
The battalions of Ilifles were also much praised by the foreign 
officers, their fashion of carrying their arms trailed instead of' 
shouldered, giving a graceful ease and suppleness to their march. 
Many were the tattered and shot-rent banners yesterday borne 
by. The coloiu-s of the 23rd Fusiliers were like a sieve,, 
pierced with countless bullets, and telling the eloquent and 
bloody tale of the Alma and of Inkermann. Those of the 77th 
and 97th were much riddled, and so were those of many other 
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brave regiments, some of which were fain to keep their banners 
furled, their torn condition not allowing of their display to the 
breeze. The whole of tho troops having marclied past in open 
column, formcid up at some distance to tlie north of Telegraph- 
hill, on lower ground, nearer to the camp, and thither Cioneral 
Codriugton now proceeded, followed, of course, by everybody 
present People were chilled with sitting still on their horses, 
and delighted to get a canter; tho ground was good, the iiir 
fresh, tho opportunity tempting, and away W'ciit high mettled 
.English chargers, licet Arabs, and tough Turkish and Tartar 
ponies at a smart pace. The held was a largo one, and two or 
three small ditches towards the end of tho course gave anima- 
tion to the chase, until at last tlie General was run to cartli, 
hard by wliere sat tho French Marshiil in his carriage, and all 
pulled up to witness the second defiU, which was in close 
column. After this the divisions marched straight away to 
their various camps, and the country on all sides was seen 
thickly Bijrinkled with horsemen cantering homewards, bent in 
most cases, I suspect, on taking to themselves something of a 
wanning nature, for the cold had really been sharp, and no 
speculative canteenman had thought of sending emissaries with 
well-lined baskets to the scene of the review. When all was 
over, Marshal Pelissior went up to General Codrington, and, as 
1 am informed, complimented him in the highest terms on tho 
appearance of his troops. It is impossible but that he should 
be greatly struck by it. The numbers on parade would have 
been considerably larger had the whole of our effective infantry 
turned out, but General Warren's brigade, stationed at Bala- 
klava, was not ordered up, neither w'ere the 72nd Highlanders and 
the two battalions of the 1st Hoyals, which are encamped some- 
way beyond Kaniara ; and then there was the garrison of Seba- 
stopol, and the Hedan picket, camp guards, &c. ; so that, alto- 
gether, there were many battalions, and parts of battab'ons still 
absent. It was purely an infantry review — no ar^llery was 
there, nor any cavabry, save the handful of Hussars employed in 
escorting the General and keeping the ground. The whole 
atfair went off in a most satisiactoiy and soldierlike way. I 
did not remark nor have I heard of a single blunder, and 
General Codrington had every reason to bo proud of the army 
he has the honour to command. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

TJIE ARMISTICE IN THE CRIMEA. 

Arrival of the news — More explosions- • Terms of the armistice settled — 
A fraternization — Barter — Attempts to penetrate into the country — 
Termination of the interview — Appearance of the Russians — The WJiitc 
Buildings destroyed — Death of an ofliccr at the explosion — The con- 
ditions of the armistice settled. 

Camp before Sebastopol, Felyruary 28 . 
This morning brought us news of the conclusion of an 
armistice. The Russians liad it first, by telegraph from St. 
Petersburg. At 8 a.m. a boat, bearing a Hag of truce, put off 
from the north side, and was met half-way across the harbour 
by one from the Ercnch. The Russians brought a communi- 
cation of the armistice from General Liidors, and the mail from 
Constantinople, wliich arrived early to-day, brought its con- 
firmation to the allies. To-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, 
there is to be a meeting of the Russian and allied officers at 
Taktir-bridge, to arrange the details of the truce. It is be- 
lieved that this will amount to very little more than a cessation 
of fire, and that a line of demarcation will be drawn midway 
between the advanced jiosts, which will limit walks, rides, 
shooting parties, &c. People here seem generally well pleased 
that the suspension of arras is to be only until the 31st of 
March. Previously to that date little could be done in the way 
of military operations. Meanwhile, and as if to celebrate the 
annisticc, the so-called White liuildings were blown up this 
afternoon. It became known in the course of the morning that 
the explosion was fixed for half-past three ; and that the brig in 
the Dockyard Creek was Iso to be blown up, by way of expe- 
riment, Jind for the particular gratification of Mr. Deane, “ the 
infernal diver.” Soon after three o’clock, spectators began to 
assemble at the Redan, in front of Picket-house- hill, on 
Cathcart’s-hill, and in other commanding positions. There was 
not a very strong muster at any of these places, for wc .are 
rather blasS in the matttT of explosions ; and, although the day 
was bright and sunny, the ground was very heavy with mud 
and snow, and the cold too sharp to be pleasant. There was a 
certain amount of snowballing among the pedestrians, Avhich 
doubtless contributed to keep up a supply of caloric., and one 



WAITING FOR THE EXPLOSION. 


411 


or two ba.se attacks were made upon unfortunate equestrians, 
who, not haviuj^ snow within their reach, or a supply of ready- 
made snowballs in their pockets, had no choice but to charge 
their assailants or resort to ignominious llight. The majority 
of the horsemen sat ruefully auraiting the blow up ; a canter for 
warmth would have been desirable, but the ground was most 
unfavourable — deep and spread with a sheet of snow, concealing 
holes. Half-an-hour passed; feet were very cold, noses very 
blue, fingers hardly felt the reins, grumbling was heard : ** It 
.is nearly four o’clock; why the douce doesn’t it go off?” 
Patience is, I fear, not a very common virtue in the Crimean 
army. An impromptu ” shave,” suggested by the circum- 
stances of the moment, wiis passed about. “Velissier is 
coining; they wait for him.” Now, it so happened that 
IV'lissier was mt coining. The armistice gives him something 
to do and think of, and moreover, ho came a few days ago, it 
having been notified to him that the White Buildings were 
then to be blown up, but were not. So he no longer put his 
faith in the unpunctual engineers of perfidious Albion, but 
stayed away. Some French and other foreign ofiicers came; 
sonic of them were in the Ited<an, and others, who came from 
the French head-quarters, were on the slope in front of Picket- 
liouse-hill, just over the ravine, w.dting patiently and con- 
fidingly. Anotlier half-hour passed. A quarter-past four, and 
no explosion. Strong language began to be used ; wishes were 
uttered whoso fulfilment would certainly not be desired by the 
engineers, at whose door, rightly or wrongly, the delay was 
laid. Tlie third half-hour h^id not quite elapsed when a report 
s])read that the explosion was put off. Accordin|f to some 
accounts, it would wcur in an hour and a-half^ according to 
others, to-morrow, while a third party talked of next week ; and 
there was a general movement campwards. A few Artillery 
olfieers still stuck to the Redan ; Pickot-house-hill was quickly 
cleared, except of one or two obstinate expectants, and Cathcart’s- 
hill was abandoned by many; when, behold! just at a quarter 
to five, when few of the weary who had departed could have 
reached their quarters, and some could have been but a iiundrcd 
or two yards on the wrong side of the hill-crcsts, out gushed a 
small piilf of white smoke from the White Buildings, then a big 
puff of black smoke ; there was a slight explosion, a grumbling 
roar ; stones wore hurled into the air and pitched high over the 
eastern wall into the docks, and then, after a silence which 
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seemed to last nearly a minute, came a series of pops and i)ufls 
as the mines ivent ofl' in rapid succession, and an immense' 
volume of smoke appeared, not in dense sluggish masses slowly 
surging up, as at the explosion of Fort Nicholas, but in a 
thinner cloud, which rose so high that the summit of the murky 
column was visible over Picket-house-hill to persons some way 
down the Woronzolf-road, where it passes through the Light 
Division camp. When the smoko cleared off, the damage did 
not appear so great as was expected. The vralls of the buildings 
still stood, except the north-east comer. Doubtless the inside 
had suffered, and, indeed, there were appearances indicating that 
much damage had been done. ' Later, at about a quarter to six, 
when it was supposed that all was over, and everybody had 
abandoned the points of observation, another series of explosions 
was heard. Of these I have not yet ascertained the effect. 
After the explosion of the buildings, Foi*t Constantine sent a 
solitary shell into the French side, so I suppose the armistice is 
not considered to be perfect until after to-morrow’s conference. 

February 29. 

There was a lively and novel scene at 10 o’clock this morning 
at Traktir-bridge. At its further end the white flag was hoisted, 
and just beyond it some five and twenty Cossacks halted, who 
had escorted thither the Bussian General Timoiefi* and his staff. 
The Generals, who had met to arrange the details of the 
ai*mistice, occupied two tents, pitched on a strip of greensward 
in the rear of the bridge. At a few minutes past ten General 
Barnard and some Staff officers rode down through the ravine 
between th# two hills on which the. battle of the Tchemaya was 
fought, and crossed to the other side of the river. There were, 
perhaps, half-a-dozen other English officers, about as many 
French, and a much larger number of Sardinians. All these 
went over the bridge, and a sort of fraternization ensued be- 
tween tliem and some Bussian officers — that is to say, there was 
a good deal of civility, and some ill-treatment of the French and 
German languages ; but, as to carrying on much conversation 
with our Muscovite friends, it was not an easy matter, for there 
seemed a mutual embarrassment as to what subject to pitch 
upon. Horses were a natural theme, and the Bussians exi)resscd 
much admiration of some of those present, and were probably 
rather astonished at their good condition. But the great object 
of curiosity to us was the fur-capped Cossacks, around whom 
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the allied officers assembled, examining their arms and equip- 
ments and entering into conversation, which, in most cases, was 
carried on by .signs. They were slender, wiry men, — ugly 
enough, most of them, — mounted on small, rough, active horses, 
and carrying, besides sword and carbine, Hagless lances, whoso 
long black poles terminated in a small but very sharp-pointed 
steel head. They seemed w'ell pleased to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of their enemies, and also had evid^tly an eye to 
the main chance. One of the first things 1 saw was a Cossack 
corporal proposing a barter to a Sardinian officer. The latter 
had a tolerably good riding-whip, for wliich the astute child of 
the Don insisted on swapping a shabby sort of instrument of 
torture, of which his pony is doubtless rejoiced to be rid. The 
Sardinian hesitated, the Cossack persisted, and the exchange 
was effected, the officer looking, as 1 thought, rather ruefully 
after his departed cramt^he, and somewhat contemptuously at 
the shabby but characteristic stick and thong he had received 
for it. The signal thus given, the whip trade soon acquired 
great activity. Probably some of the officers present were 
ready enough to part with a tolerably good whip for a bad 
Cossack one, as a somenir of the day's proceedings and of the 
commoncemont of the armistice. It had been expected that 
videttes would he placed, and that very little freedom of inter- 
course would be allowed beyond the bridge of Traktir, and 
people at first thought themselves fortunate in getting over 
the bridge and having a good view of the Cossacks and a chat 
with some stray Russian officer. Presently, however, as the 
morning, which had previously been cold and raw, advanced, 
and the sun shone bright and warm, and the dry, grassy, and 
shrub-grown plain of the Tchernaya looked tempting for a 
canter, officers began to get restless, and to move away from 
the bridge iicross a small stream or ditch, and up a strip of 
level ground leading to a sort, of monument, a square pedestal 
of rough stones surmounted by a dwarf pillar, of no particular 
order of architecture, and concerning whose origin and object the 
Russians, of whom inquii;y was made, could say nothing. Some 
more Sardinian and French officers had by tbis time come down, 
butjsbcsidcs those engaged in the conference and attached to Ge- 
neral VV^iiidhnm’s staff, I do not think there were a dozen English 
officers on tlic ground. The general disposition of all seemed 
to be to move outwards in the direction of the Russian lines. 
Peoi)le did not know how far they might go, and accordingly 
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felt their wuy, cantcriiif' across a bit of level ground, and up a 
hill, and then pausing to look about them and reconnoitre the 
country and see whether there was any sign of obstacles to lur- 
ther progress. The soil was of a lighter and more sandy nature 
than it generally is found to be within our lines ; in some places 
it was rather thickly sprinkled with bushes, saplings, and tall 
weeds. Several brace of red-leggs d pai*tridgcs were sprung, 
some of them^ so near our horses’ feet that a hunting-whip 
would have reached tlumi. As the morning advanced, the held 
grew larger. A French General was there with his Stall* and 
several French Hussar officei-s. Numbers of Sjirdinians came, 
but the English were detained in camp b}' a muster parade, and 
many also had been misinfonned that the meeting of the Generals 
was not to take place until twelve or one. By this time we were 
getting far on towards the Russian lines and batteries, when the 
field began to spread out, some taking to the right, and getting 
very near to a Cossack videttc, who seemed rather puzzled to 
account for the presence of so many strange horsemen within 
inusket-sliot of Jiis post, and who, atler once or twice begiiining 
to circle in signal of an enemy’s approach, received a reinforr^e- 
ment in the shape of another Cossack, who rude down the hill 
as if to warn the intruders off* Ibrbidden ground. Another 
party of gallopers went close up to the battery known as No. 
40, and held communion with some videttes, with whom they 
smoked an amicable cigarette, until a Russian officer carnc up 
and politely informed them in French that his orders were to 
allow no one to come any further, and that he hoped they would 
retire, which they of course did. More to the left a numerous 
body of horsemen, followed by a straggling array of Zouaves, 
Chasseurs, Bersaglieri, and other infantry soldiers, wdio had 
made their way to the ground, rode up to the ridge just below 
the spur of the hill to tb • south-east of Inkerraann. Here they 
were very near the Russian pickets, and within particularly con- 
venient shot of various batteries, had these thought proper to 
open, and there most of them paused, for to go further ivally 
looked like abusing the good-nature of the enemy, who thus 
allowed us to profit by the conference to enjoy a ride further 
into the Russian territory than any one has been since •this 
camp was formed, and to take a near view of their positions and 
defences. Only half-a-dozen adventurous and inquisitive spirits 
ptished ahead, and seemed as if they intended charging a Rus- 
sian battery, and tlio videttes began to move uneasily about in 
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tins direction filso, when np came a Sardiniiin Staff officer at lull 
speed, his blue plume streaming in the* wind, and gave cliasc to 
the forward gentlemen, shoniing to them to return. They, see- 
ing themselves thus cut off in the rear, and perhaps to avoid ca 
rebuke, made a retrograde think movement, escaped their pur- 
suer, and rejoined the main body ; and, as orders were now 
given that no one should go further, a return towards the 
bridge became pretty general. The hoi’ses, long accustomed to 
sink to the fetlock in liorrid Halaklavan and Sebastopolian mire, 
, seemed to enjoy the change to the firm, springy turf beyond the 
Tcheniaya ; more partridges were sprung, to the immense tanta- 
lization of some there present, who would have given a month’s 
pay for a day’s shooting over such ground; some hares were 
also started, and one of them was vigorously pursued by a sub- 
altern of a sporting turn, whose baggage pony, however,* was 
soon left fai* in rear by puss’s active bounds. On reaching the 
bridge a halt was again called round tho group of Cossacks, and 
all eyes were fixed on the two neat blue and white-striped tents, 
with awnings over their entrances. Some of the Generals were 
standing outside, and it w^as evident that the conference was 
drawing to a close. A short delay ensued, which 1 perceived 
that tho Cossack corporal availed himself of to excliange his 
Sardinian whip for a much better French one, tho receiver of 
the former doubtless imagining he had secured a genuine lius- 
sian article. Then cocked hats and feathers were seen moving 
among the hoi'ses near the tents ; orderlies and cscoi-ts mounted ; 
the Cossacks did the same, and presently English, French, Sar- 
dinian, and Eussiun Generals and Staff rode over the bridge 
and between a double line formed by the spectators. General 
Timoioif, a soldierly-looking man of agreeable physiognomy, 
rode first, and smilingly retui’ncd the salutes with which he 
was received. General Windham was close beside him, a little 
in rear. There was an escort of French Chasseurs-a-cheval 
and a small one of the 11th Hussars, and the big horses and 
tall, well-fed men of the latter strikingly contrasted with the 
puny, although liardy steeds, and with the meagre frames of the 
Cossacks, who seemed to regard th^ with some wonderment, 
while the Hussars glanced at them as if they thought that one 
squadron of theirs would have an easy bargain of half a dozen 
sotnias of such antagonists. Tho cortege proceeded a short 
distance into the plain, and then the allied portion of it took 
leave of “ amis les enmmis*' and retraced their steps 
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to tlio bridge. They liad pzisoed over it, and the crowd of 
spectators was following; when they were met by a throng of 
oiticcrs from the English ciimp, coming down to see the fun, 
which, unfortunately, was over. Nevertheless, they were press- 
ing forward across the bridge, and w'ould doubtless, had they 
been allowed, have ridden up to the JJilboquet battery, or across 
to Mackenzie’s Farm — for it is an ..v’oin >ut here that nothing 
will stop an English infantr ’ olficer, mounted on his la ourite 
baggagei*; but a French Staff captfiin, seeing what was likely 
to ensue, ordered the sentries to allow no one to cross the. 
bridge. As wc rode up the ravine botwecui the two mamcloiis, 
which witnessed such sharp fighting on tlic 17th of August last, 
we mot scores more of Eiiglisli officers coming down, only to be 
turned biick. There were still a great number of the allied 
officers and soldiers scattered over tin? valley, but doubtless they 
will all have returned to our linos without nnnoyimcc, judging 
from the indulgence and courtesy shown throughout the morn- 
ing by the Kussians to ramblers somewhat beyond bounds. 

The (leneral Officers who met to-day were — (General Timoieff, 
Chief of the Staff of the 4th Coiqis of the Kussian army, which is in 
front and furnishes the advanced posts ; (Jenerals dc Martimprey 
and Windham and Colonel Count Petitti, Chiefs of the Staffs of 
the French, English, and Sardinian armies. The three latter 
were deputed by their Gcr' rals-in-Chief to present the proposals 
t)f ‘irmisticc which these had discussed and decided upon. Their 
mission extended no further, and Gemu-al Timoieff’, not being 
authorized to accept those pro^iosals without ref’erring them to 
liis General-in-Chief, merely took a copy of them, which he will 
transmit to General Liiders, who is said to he now close at hand. 
It is probable, therefore, that there will bo another interview 
fur the definitive an’angement of the terms. 

Altogether, there wer" a good number of. Eussian officers at 
and near Traktir- bridge to-day. Some of them were strolling 
by twos and threes in the field, at a short distance beyond, and 
when these were descried there was usually a regular charge 
down upon them by tlie allied officers, eager to make their 
acquaintance. Their ma^er was generally grave and rather 
reserved, but they conversed readily, and all had the tone and 
appearance of well-bred men. Some of them were very young. 
There was one youth of eighteen, who named to us the regiment 
of- Hussars in which he was an officer, and seemed knowing about 
1101*808, pointing out the English ones from among the French, 
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Italiiins, and Arabs that stood around. All— cavalry as well as 
’mfanlr}’, and the General and his StalV — wore the lonjj uniform 
iH’* ‘>ai L>l‘ a sort of brown and f^rcy mixture, and seemed to 
liavc rn. Ollier insignia of rank than the difTerent colours and 
1 icrt * 1)0 sl\()ulder-strap. '^fhere was also a dilference of fiiic- 
t» the cloth of thoir coats from that of the soldiers, but this 
.‘.1 ; very short distiince was not apparent. The Stalf wore 
u!*'\ kid gloves, and 1 noticed sonn i them with smart patent 
]( :dhei hoots — elegancu rarely si-‘cn in our part of the Crimea. 

. To return to yesterday's explosions : — The White Ihiildings 
blown lip were formerly barracks, and form the north and west 
.siiles of a squari*, whose third side is merely a wall. Within this 
sqiiave (to wliieh the fourth side is wanting) were buildings of 
inor importance — among them one surmounted by a clock- 
nver. T!ie intention was, as I understand, to blow up tho 
buildings, but. to leave the outer walls standing, so as to mask 
the operations Oi. any workn.vii or fatigue parties that might 
.ifterwanls he employed inside. The buildings being very ex- 
tensive, a large mimlier of mines were prepared, b\it it appears 
tliat the snow-water liltored in and damped some of the charges. 
1 have not h.ard the cause ol the delay in the "rst explosion, 
•t tlie interval between the two arose from accidents liaving 
uippeued b) the fuse Parts of the inniT wall of the building 
.still remain. »Somo i the buildings In th“ ctntro of the square 
have Lecii overthrown ; amon^ others, the c*^ dt-tower, whi'-h 
yesterday morning was a conspicuous objeti,, was levelli‘d iGi 
the dust by one of the second senes <*f explosion.s As far as 
the explosions took place, 1 bolicvi* tluir ^esnlt to have been 
satisfactory; but there is by no means that clean sweep and 
total downfall of the whole of tlie buildings which was an- 
ticipated, and which we now leani was, for the reason above 
assigned, never intonded. Mr. J.)eanc’s experiment with the 
brig failed ; the reason why has yet to bo ascertained. It is 
said that Mr. Deane attributes his occasional failures to the 
.state of the wires, which have been patched and joined, and are 
no longer to be implicitly relied upon. Ho appears to be iiide- 
fiitigable in his endeavours to overcome difficulties and perfect 
his apparatus. 

It is with the sincerest regret that I record the death of a 
most amiable young man and gallant officer— Major George 
Uaukcu, of theHoyal Engineers, who was killed in tlic zealous 
discharge of his duty at tho explosion of the White Buildings 
VOL. II. E E 
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on Thurjiday evening last. The accident occurred at tlie south- 
weBtcm corner of the edifice, and has been I'ohited to nie as 
follows : — A mine havinjy failed to explode, and some minutes 
havinj' elapsed, Major Jtanken sent his men to a distance and 
himself entered the place to renew the traiif, scattering loose 
powder over it. Ji'rom the position in which liis coii)se was 
found it is supposed that he had completed his perilous task, 
and was about getting through a window when the explosion 
took place and the building loll in. His arin was broken, and 
there were injuries to the skull and spine, which must have occa- , 
sioned instant death. Army Works Cor])s men dug for his 
body until midnight on Thursday ; they were then relieved by 
Sappers. 'J’ho body was not extricated until past eight o’clock 
on ih’iday morning. The unfortunate officer was buried yester- 
day, with military honours, at tlu) Engineers’ Cemetery, Left 
Attack. He was followed to the grave by CSencral Eyre, com- 
manding the Third Division ; by Colonel Lloyd, commanding 
the Hoyal Engineers ; and by a large number of officers of his 
own corps and of other arms. Major Han ken, iis 3^011 will 
doubtless remember, commanded the ladder party in the attaclc 
on the Kedan. Ifo w'^as a most promising officer, a^great favourite 
with his comrades, and his loss is' deplored by all who knew 
him. It was hard to hav(‘ e, scaped the murderous fire of the 
8 th of October only to die, Ic^s than five months later, crushed 
beneath a shattered wall. If peace he now definitively made, 
Major Hanken will jRThaps have the melancholy distinction of 
being the last Englishman killed in the (Crimea. The last 
Frenchman killed here, up to this date, fell in a duel. IVo 
French officers, who have gone through the whole war un- 
wouiulcd, quarrelled the other day, and fought with sabres ; one 
was killed, and the other was so badly hurt’ that he is not 
expected to live. 

The White lluildings destroyed on Thursday were very 
extensive. One side of the square was 1200 feet long, the 
other 600. Altogether about 1900 feet of wall were blown 
down. Six bomb-proof powder magazines behind the clock tower 
were destroyed. 1 am assured there were no less than 374 
n\ines, the charges v..rying in quantity from 2^^1b. to 3001b. of 
powder. 

March 14. 

At one this afternoon the staff of the allied and Kussian 
anmes again met at Traktir-bridge — ^this time to sign the con* 
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clitions of the armistice, which have been finally agreed to, the 
Russians having, as I am infonned, shown themselves tolerably 
])liant. The day was raw, dull, and disagro<'able, with a sharp 
northerly breeze blowing, but neverthelc-ss a considerable number 
of Knglish, French, and Sardinian officers found their way to 
the bridge, doubtltjss in hopes of a repetition of the canter of 
the 2ytli of Februarji; but if that wjia the bait that limed them 
there they were completely disappointed. This time there was 
no scouring the i)l.airi and gossiping with videttes ; the iiqucduct 
was the limit, observance of whicli was enforced by a chain of 
Zouave sentries patrolling to and fro. A Russian picket was 
stationed at about riile shot distance beyond the river, along the 
i'urthcr bank of wliicli Cossack and Dragoon videttes were posted 
at short intervals. There was more variety in the Russian troops 
tills time than last; some of the cavalry were in scarlet, and 
othora in light blue, and some wore the grey great-coat. There 
wa.s nothing else ol‘ any interest to observe, and most of the 
persons whom curiosity had led to the s])ot soon grew tired of 
standing at the edge of a ditch, and gazing at a distant handful 
of Muscovites ; so they turned their hoi*ses, and hied to warm 
Ihemselvcs by a canter back to the camp. 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

Complete dcstniction of the city — Aascmblies .it the Tcliemaya — Ttussisn 
.soldiers— Their dress — The system ol pwchase considered — llie resting- 
place of the brave. 

Camp befobe Sebastopol, M{wclt 22. 
the last week our arni}'^ has been cultivating its tastes for 
the drama, improving its acquaintance with the Russians, pre- 
paring for active service, il' needs should be, in the tield, and 
organizing the Great Sebastopol Spring Meeting, whicli will take 
place on Monday next by the banks of the Tchemaya, not very 
lar distant from the scene of the memorable charge of the Light 
Cavalry Rrigade on the 25th of October, 1864? The demolition 
of trenches, works, and houses in the city continues daily and 
incessantly, so that the south side will soon be as desolate and 
ruinous as Thebes or Palmyra, ICvery hour long trains of men * 
pass by with beams of timber and planks on their shoulders, 
which are taken out of the remains of the White Buildings. 
Had fii’e bccu ramed down from Heaven on the devoted city its 
E E 2 
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annihilation conlil not have been more complete. The strangea* 
who halts to survey it from the neighboui-ing heights, deceived 
by the whitewashed and plastered walls of the houses, might 
think that Sebastopol was still a city; but when ho walks 
through its grass-grown, deserted streets, formed by endless rows 
of walls alone, of rooilcss shells of houses, in which not one 
morsel of timber can be seen, from threshold to caves; when he 
beholds great yawning craters, half filled with mounds of ent 
stone, heaped together in irregular masses , when he gazes on 
tumuli of disintegi’ated masonry, — once formidable forts, and- 
now shaken, as it were, into dust and powder ; when he stumbles 
over the fragments of imperial edifices, to peer down into the 
great gulfs, choked up with rubbish, which now mark the site 
of the grand docks of the Queen of the Eluxine ; and beholds 
the rotting masts and hulls of the sunken navy which was 
nurtured there ; when he observes that what the wrath of the 
enemy has spared is last crumbling away beneath the fire of its 
friends, and that tlie churches where they worshipped, the 
tlicatres, the public monuments, arc specially selected for the 
practice of the Eussian gunners, as though they were emulous 
of running a race in destruction with the allied armies, — he will 
no doubt come to the conclusion that the history of the world 
affords no such authentic instance of the annihilation of a great 
city. It is hard to believe that the site can ever be made avail- 
able for the erection of houses or the construction of docks ; 
but I am by no means cei-tain that the immense resources in tlio 
command of manual labour ix>ssessed by the Government of 
Eussia, of which this very struggle luis afforded us all such 
striking proofs, in the Quarantine Battery, the Bastion Centralc, 
the Bastion du Mat, the iiedan, the Mamelon, and the Malakhoif, 
may not be made available in time to clear away these modem 
ruins, and to rebuild liousos, theatres, palaces, churches, forts, 
arsenals, and docks as ucfore. To prevent any successful attempt 
to use the old materials in the docks, our engineers are now' 
busy in destroying the coping stones of granite and the larger 
masses of stones in the masonry ; but in the Inkeimiaim ravines 
there ore inexhaustible supjdies of building material, which can 
be floated by the Tchernaya into the waters of the harbour with 
very little trouble. The immense quantity of cut stone lying 
in piles at the upper end of the harbour shows that the allies, 
interrupted the Kussians in the development of the splendid 
architectural plans ’which it was the ambition of emperors to 
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accomplish, and which liad engaged every thought and energy 
of the Muscovite governors of the Crimea. The shells of 
])rincely mansions which remained on the I'rench side of the 
town Imvc been kiiookiKi to atoms by tlii‘ Russian batteries on 
the noi-th side ; the theatre has bei'ii demolished, and the 
beautiful church of St. Peter and St. ]*aul laid in ruins by the 
same implacable foe, and tlie^" have directed particuloi' volleys of 
round shot and shell on a monument to one of their naval 
heroes, which stands conspicuously placed in front of a beautiful 
• little kiosk in the midst of a garden, to which there Avas a 
tine approach from the place behind Port Nicholas by a hand- 
some flight of steps, now destroyed. On a quadrilateral 
pedestal of some pretensions, .supporting entablatures with 
allegoncal devices, and ornamented at the summit by a pu2)pis, 
Avere inscribed, when lirst 1 saw it, the name of “ JCazarski,” 
and the dates 1829 and 1834, Avith an intimation that the 
monument was erected in his honour. Most of the letters 
have been stolen, and knocked away now ; and had not the 
lire Irom the north ceased, the pedestal itself AA'ould have dis- 
appeared likoAvise. The French garrison, somewhat harassed 
by the incessant fire on the toAvn, Avhich, however, did them or 
us but little mischief, have constructed out of the dehna of the 
houses a very neat quartier inside the Avails, Avliich is altogether 
new, and presents a very strange appearance from its contrast to 
the ruins around it. Tiie huts of Avhich it is composed consist 
of wood, and are ranged in regular roAVs with the usual street 
nomenclature in these parts of the Avorld, and the 2l8t llegi- 
nient of the Line, avIio made it, certainly deserve very great 
credit for their ingcmAiity, taste, and neatness. 

Notwithstanding the very cold weather which prevailed till 
to-day and yesterday afternoon, numbers of our officers and men 
descend to the Tchemaya every day to communicate with the 
Russians, to examine the new race-course, or to wade after the 
wild-fowl which abound in the marshes. There is nothing new 
ill these interviews now, except that the Russians seem to have 
groAvn more cordial, or loss sullen, since they have become so 
confident about the conclusion of peace. C^casionally one of 
llic Chevalier Guard makes his appearance, and creates a sensa- 
tion along tlie hanks ; but the number of oflicers Avho come down 
to our side bears a very small proportion to that of the allied 
officers Avho attend these rtunions. The men seem never to tire 
of looking on each other. French, English, and Sardinians swarm 
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down to the banks oi' the Tcluiniaya, in spito of the (?old and 
bitter winds, to confabulalo with the liuskic, to ext'liani^e money 
with th(‘in, and to stare at. their dogged, and, it muvst bo added, 
rather dirty- looking enemies, who are not quite so eager' or so 
active in their curiosity as the allied soldiery, and who need the 
stimulus of taming a dishonest penny in the exchange of small 
coins to tempt them from grass cutting, and the pursuit of wild 
duck and hju-es by the Hats beneath ]ifjick<Mizie’s farm to the 
banks of the stream. They are dressed as usual ; winter and 
summer there is no external change in their aspect, and the men 
I saw on that warm 2()tb of September on the slopes of the 
Alma, seem rc'peated and mnltiplied in every direction as I look 
across the Tchernaya. There is a wonderful lamily likeness 
among tin? common soldiers. G'‘be small round bullet head, the 
straight light liair, liigh cheek bones, grey keen eyes, rather 
deeply set beneath straight an<l slightly-defined eyebrows, iinde- 
uionstrntive noses, with wide nostrils, largo straight mouths, 
square jaws, and sharp chins, are common to the great majority 
of them. Their fi'ames arc spare and strongly built; but neither 
ill stature nor breadth of shoulder do they ('qual the men of our 
old army of 1854. Many of Iho olficers are scarcely to be dis- 
tinguished from the men in air, bearing, or dress, except hy the 
plain, ill-made, and slight swords, which they oany from an un- 
ornamented shoulder-belt ; but now and thi'ii one sees a young 
fellow with the appearance of a gentleman, in spite of his coarse 
long coat ; occasionally a great tall Inmbering fellow, who seems 
to bo of a dillbrent race from the men around him, slouches 
along in his heavy boots. The clothing of the troops appears to 
be good. Their boots, into ivliich they tuck llu*ir loose trousers, 
are easy and well-made, and the grecit-cocats worn by the men fit 
them better than our own lit the English inllintry. The colour, 
which is not so much '' glrey as a dunnish drab, is admirably 
suited not only to conceal the wearers in an open country, but 
to defy dust, mud, or rain, to alter its appearance. 

Fourth Division, March 31. 

The recent debates o» the system of purchase in our army 
have been tery much canvassed in camp since the reports reached 
us, must be admitted that the advocates of the system 

are numerous than its opponents, whatever may be the 

merits of their arguments. Of course the com mission is 
lodll^ i^pon as a device to shelve the question for some time to 
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conic. The Iricntls of llic system socru to take it lor gmiiteJ 
that the arguments used jigainst it must emanate from men of 
democratical and unconstitutional tendencies, and from enemies 
to the army and to the aristocracy, and Captain Figgs or Colonel 
Cottontwist are as fierce in their denunciations of Lord (loderich, 
Sir De Lacy Evans, and even Lord Palmerston, because he made 
some theoretical admissions against the system, as Lord Plan- 
tagenet or tlie Earl of Saxo-Grammaticus. 'fhe}" protest loudly 
that the object of these innovators is to drive gentlemen” out 
. of the army; while their opponents declare that the elfeet of the 
system is to keep “ gentlemen,” — those fiery cadets of old fami- 
lies who in other times were the true soldiers of fortune, the 
descendants of the gentry cavaliers , — oni of the army. If the 
ex-Sergeant Jones, now holding a commission in one of our 
corps or regiments, is noisy in liis cups and over-elated witli lii.s 
good fortune, liis peccadilloes are the subject of rejoicings, and 
are regarded as sullicicntly conclusive evidence that we cannot 
open our commissions to the rank and tile; and if he is brought 
to a court-martial and reprimanded or cashiered, the demonstra- 
tion is complete. It must be admitted that the training of' our 
barrack-rooms is not favourable to the acipiirement of* decent 
manners and gentlemanlike demeanour, and that until we elevate 
the profession of arms in England, and remove the popularly 
impressed stigma I'rom the rank of a private soldier, Ave cannot 
expect to induce the needy members of the more respectable 
classes in society to enter as voluiiteei*s ; and Ihc higli rate of 
rewards for skill in all mechanical and industrial arts will ever 
oiler an obstacle to the efforts of the recruiting sergeant to enlist 
a better sort of recruits so long as the present scale of pay and 
ration stoppages is maintained. The advo(;atcs ibr thp abolition 
of ])urchasc are impressed by the force of such oljectiuns as are 
presented by the general constitution of our array ; but, after 
all, what the country keeps up its army for is, not to consult the 
wislies or the tastes of any class whatever, however numerous, 
powerlul, and wealthy, but to fight its battles and to maintain its 
liberties and its glory against all comers. Pompey’s dandies 
were, no doubt, gieatly displeased at being slashed in the face by 
CjBsar’s rough legionaries, and thought them very low fellows, 
nor htid Jtupert’s cavaliers any great opinion of the good breed- 
ing or jmlitesse of Old Nol’s Ironsides ; but the camp lias never 
been regarded as any sp^al school for demeanour or the incul- 
cation of etiquette, however favourable it may be to the develop- 
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mcnt of some of the nobler qualities of humanity; and if wc 
resilly can procure brave, intellif^fent, zealous, and deserving 
officers, though they may have a smack of the barrack-room 
about them, we must submit to the inconvenience. It must be 
recollected that our boasted mess system utterly breaks down in 
active camj)aigniiig, and tliat the officers live separately or in 
very small groups in the field, that it is only in times of 
peace that those whom Providence JinrAt meliore luto will be 
obliged to come in contact with the commissioned grossier, who 
will, after all, always be in a very small minority. It is for- 
gotten by the IHends of the system of rank for money, that 
there has as 3 'et been no officer from the ranks whose conduct 
before the enemy has been the subject of unlavourable notice, 
and tliat not one of them has been obliged to leave the service 
for refusal to perform his duty in the trenches; nor has it 
always been officers from the ranks who have been subjected to 
couj'ts-martial, bj' the sentences of which they were forced from 
the army. In fact, many of those who take this side of the 
question are arguing, not for the aristocracy, hut for the auro- 
cracy; they are sacrificing to I*lutus when they think they arc 
worshipping Mars, and they confound the two questions, — in 
chemselves entirely distinct, but so mingled in camp dialogue as 
to be inseparable, — of the purchase system with that of promotion 
from the ranks. There are such difficulties in the way of an 
abolition of the former system, that its most intrepid advocate 
may well pause before he suddenly demolishes it, and the devo- 
tion, the courage, and the endurance of the British officer of the 
army, and, above all, the respect and obedience of the men for 
him, are very weighty considerations in the way of the theo- 
retical reformer. But if it has its advantages, the sj-stem has 
also its great, its crying evils, of which every mouth is full, and 
which are met alone by the remark that there arc evils in eveiy 
system. Look at the caso of the late Lieutenant-Colonel Cuddy 
of the 55th. After the battle of Inkermann, he, as senior Cap- 
tain, took the command of his regiment, when his senior officers 
were either killed or wounded. Throughout the whole of that 
terrible winter he served in the trenches, kept his handful of 
men together, and in Jl respects proved himself as careful as he 
was brave, and as prudent as he was zealous. Although lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the army, he was only captain in his regiment, 
and after having gone thrgugli th^j^wintcr of 1854 and the 
spring of 1865, with all their hardships and conflicts, w hen the 
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rcL^imeiital majority was for purcliiise, owinjj to the retirement 
of tlje "allant Major Gnats (whom J saw so badly hit at the 
Alma, that I scarce thoiij^ht he could recover), Colonel Cuddy 
liad the mortification of seeing Captain Cure, who wiis seven 
years his junior in tlie list of ciiptains, and wlio liad served at 
home with the depot during the beginning of the campaign, 
pass over his head by purchase, and take the command of the 
regiment out of his hands. And can the country now heal the 
wound in that proud spirit? poor Cuddy fell at the 

Kcdan, and his cares and sorrows are over for ever. Cases 
somewhat similar are not wanting in other regiments. Eight 
or wrong, had this war gone on, the purchase syst(‘m was 
doomed. It is believed out here that the ilorse-tliiards cannot 
now get candidates to pay up their money for cornctcies in 
cavalry regiments, and the fancy prices of commissions have gone 
down greatly. Is it true that the cornetcies are not Idled up 
ill some cavalry regiincmts, inasmuch as the llorse-tjuards have 
exceedi*d their iiumlau* of gratuitous commissions, and will give 
no more without money, and that no money is forthcoming ? 
Hearing somewhat on this cpiestion is the fact that the (ieneral 
Orders of the cam]) are crowded with notices that Captain So and 
So, having done the duty of field officer, that Lieutenant Such a 
One, having acted as captain, and that Sergeant-Major Nobody, 
having acted as quartermaster of his regiment from such a date, 
shall draw pay and allowances accordingly. War ])ushcs our 
system horribly out of shape, and gives it.s delicate frame such 
squeezes and denmges it so terribly, that its dearest friends will 
scarcely know it when we carry it homo. 

In conclusion, let me add to the.se few remiu’ks, which only 
deserve attention as the echoes of contending voices around me, 
that some ol‘ the young and intelligent officers on tlic Stafi*, who 
have seen the working of the system, do not hesitate to express 
a hearty wish for its abolition. To the French it is utterly in- 
comprehensible, and it is a fixed idea in the mind of Private 
flean Francois Maria that General Codrington has paid enormous 
sums for the honour of commanding the ai’my — otherwise he 
cannot imderetand it. General De la Marmora, who has had 
the satisfaction of seeing the splendid army he organized tested 
in the field, and coming out of the ordeal triumphantly, can only 
coTuprehend the system as the emanation of a national worship 
of gold ; and it certainlfr must be a disagreeable reflection to ite 
advocates that it sprang up in the most disgraceful period of 
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our national history, when the Kiuj^was a paid vassal of Franco, 
and luxury and licentiousness had made our Court and aristocracy 
corrupt, venal, and un-Eii^lish. Let us honour and re^vard this 
army lor its toils, its services, its victories, its sutforin^s ; and 
let us f/ten show our j^ratitude by liberatin*' those f^randlej^ions 
from the dej^radinj^ influences of the purse, and by perraittin;;* 
the commoner and the noble in tb.<*ir ranks to light on equal 
terms for the land they love so wtll, ami to “ start fair” in the 
race of glory and honour. Individual heroism has been so oft»*n 
exhibited by officers and men that we do not signalize and 
reward it as our allies take every opportunity of doing ; but J 
hope to be able to present you with many authentic instances of 
it whcTi the immediate pressure of atfairs has been removed, and 
I will take the present opportunity of satislying your able 
correspondent, “ Jacob Omnium,” on a point respecting which he 
expressed a desire for iiifoimation in one of his invaluable 
letters. 1 wish you could insert the story. It is some time 
since, with equal sini])licify and feeling, ho told you how, in the 
midst of a furious and deadly lire, two men of the 68th rushed 
into a riflo-pit which liad been occupied by fin oflicer and Ji 
party of the most of whom were wounded hy the enemy, 

and carried off the man who was most injured to the rear ; but 
he was misinformed when he stated that one of these fine fellows 
was killed. 'J'lie mnn is still alive ; he was only knocked over 
a shot, which hit him in the heels. The scone of the sloiy 
so gi’aphically told was between the second and tliird parallels 
of the Green-hill trenches, and the time was the 22nd or 2;{rd 
of November, 1854. The name of the man who was wounded 
is James Sims ; he is now swerving in the band of the gallant 
68ih. The name of his brave comrade is Samuel ilurrows ; be 
was in the band of the same regiment at the time, but he is now 
doing duty in the rank and file. The Rifle officer sought to find 
the man to reward him witli a couple of pounds, but what the 
true soldier looks for is honour, and not Inoncy ; and I am 
assured that Sims and Burrows would be prouder of a medal, or 
some such honorary mark of distinction, than of a full purse. 
Let me add this fact : — Sims was one of the men who aided in 
carrying off General 1 jrrciis from the field of Inkermann. The 
artillery H^re falling back for want of ammunition. A portion 
of the 68th, tom by a tremendous fire, to which they could not 
reply, were slowly and sternly retiring, and* the Russians 
advancs^ on the litter-bearers with a loud yell. General Torrens 
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ordcM'cfl tlK‘ inrn to leave him. They refused, and continued to 
carry hfni through the lire, lie took down the name of Sims, 
and promised to do something for bins but most likely the 
gallant (Jeiieral forgot it. 

The friends of the deceased officers whose bones lie in the Crimen 
have read the observations which were made by Bor'd Palmerston, 
in reply to Sir J. Fergnsson, with the deepest interest, and it 
must be confessed that the treatment of the burial-grounds of 
the enemy by the Turks at Jialnkhiva and Ivertch might atlbrd 
the allies some iineasint'ss, lest, in their iindisciiminating revenge, 
the Russians might d(*stroy the lew memorials that alfcction 
has been able to erect to friends and relatives departed in our 
scattered grave-yards. Neither in our attack on the Ccunetery, 
nor in the French assault on and seizure of the 
Church and Cemetery, was any damage done to, tlu. tombs, 
oxcei)t by the shot and shell of the Russians, and we have 
sought to preserve respect to the remains of their di'atl by every 
means in our power. On most of the tombstones on Cathcart’s- 
hill, and in the other divisional grave-yards, a few words in 
Itnssian and a cross hav’’e been engi*avod» to propitiate, as it were, 
the enemy, and to juik for their forbearance. The graves ol' 
some officers are still, I believe, unmarked, and lus for the non- 
commissioned officers and the mere rank and Die, their resting- 
jdaees, spread all over the camp,, are scjivcely to b(‘ distinguished 
from the rows of mounds which show Avhore dead horses and 
butchers’ offal have been buried. Would it not be well to en- 
close all these detached burial-grounds v/ith substantial walls, or 
even with timher fences, and then to raise in each a monumental 
colnmii or tablet, with the names, as far as tliey can he ascer- 
tained, of those who r«'st inside, ere the army leaves the Crimea r* 
Perhaps it would touch Ihe soldier ' more deeply than gold, or 
pay itself, to see the country so thoughtful of his departed 
coinriules. There are, ol‘ course, graves here and there, trenches 
hastily dug during an armistice, in which the fallen have been 
as hastily interred, which the tramp of war has beaten down so 
that they never will be recognised till some deep plougher turns 
up the bones to light in ages to come ; but let us mark, as far 
as wo know them, the resting-places of these British dead, who 
lie so far from friends and home. 

Now that our army has breathing lime, the large divisioliaT 
grave-yards of the men have been enclosed by a shallow trench 
of a few inches in depth, and sometimes by a loW wall of loose 
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stones ; but, if the Government obtains a guarantee or a promise 
from the Russian Government that they will take means to 
prevent the Tartars or the peasantry destroying any enclosures 
on their return, it would be well to make the walls permanent, 
high, and strong, as I have suggested. Most of the plateau 
was, I believe, (R*own property — at all events, it was unculti- 
vated — there were only two or tlute *iirms on the whole of it, 
and the ground around them will have hcen well ennehed ere 
we leave it. The heiul-quarters was one of these hirms, and the 
plain in which the house stands reeks with animal matter, to 
which the h\'ench, from their adjacent hospital, liave unfor- 
tunately been forced to make large additions very recently. 


CllArTER XLV. 

PEACE ONCE MOKE IN THE CRIMEA. 

I’roclamation of peace — Keflcctlons on tlic event — War and its pla/'ucs — 
Attacks of Juno 1 sth and September 8th — Sebastopol might have been 
takcMi in 18A4 — Speech of a Russian officer — Russian comic song — 
Strange storica—Dirnensions of the war — Our inactivity after the battle 
of Alma surprised Die Hussians^-Riissian military band — (jrraiid review 
of the French and English armies — The Russian fleet — KlTects of playing 
with a shell. 

Heights of Skdastopoi., Saturday, 5. 
The ]3roclamation of peace was made to the allied armies by 
salutes of 101 guns, fired by the field batteries of the Light and 
Second Division, from the heights over the plain of Balaklava, 
by the French batteries at the Quartier Gcnerale, by the Sar- 
dinian i*edoubts at Fedukhine, and by the men-of-war at 
Ivamiesch and Kazatch, at two o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the 
2nd of April ; but an early General Oixler and a very widely- 
spread rumour had difP^sed the intelligence widely among 
officers and men long before the cannon exiiltingly announced it 
with their thundering voices. 

At Balaklava the news was known by eight o’clock, and the 
“Leander,” Captain Rice, hearing the flag of Admiral Fremantle, 
was “dressed” with the flags of the allies about that hour, and 
the merchant shipping by order followed her example, so that 
the faliThour presented a gayer scene probably than human eye 
’eyn5|p.?’witnea8ed there since it was first discovered by some most 
ilimtigating, shore-hugging, and fissure-pursuing navigator. 
It was a fine day, — at least it appeared so, by contrast with its 
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roceiifc predecessors, — iind the eiiect of the firing from so man}' 
points, all of which were visible from the heights of the plateau 
near the Woronzoft-road, was very fine. The enemy saw the 
smoke and heard the roar of our guns, but they maintained a 
stern and gloomy silence. One would have thought that they, 
above all, would have shown some signs of satisfaction at the 
peace wliicli they sought, and which they had made such 
sacrifices to obtain, while no one would have much wondered if 
the batteries of the English and Sardinians expressed no opinion 
on the subject. However, there was not a Kussian .shot fired 
or Hag hoisted from Fort Constantine to Mackenzie, nor has any 
increase in our intinuusy taken place, although we have ceased to 
bo enemies. The Tchernaya is the boundary of our wanderings, 
and the Commander-in-Chief in General Orders reminds the 
army that the limits originally assigned to them will bo strictly 
maintained. 

AitrUn. 

The preparations for the speedy evacuation of the Crimea are 
pressed on with rapidity and energy. Each division collects 
about 4,000 shot a-day, and they arc carried to llalaklava as 
last fis the means at our dis^josal — railway and land transport — 
will permit. It is stated that 6000 Sardinians will be thu first 
to leave, and the Guards will probably bo the first English 
troops to quit the scene of tlieir sufiering, of their endurance, 
and of their glory. Alas I how many will lie hero till the 
judgment-day! Who can tell how many have perished whose 
lives might have been spared — how many an unlcuown grave 
might liave been untenanted, how many a life wasted which 
oiiglit to have been saved to the country, to friends, to an 
honoured old age ! These questions may never be answered, 
least of all are they likely to bo answered at Chelsea Hospital, 
wlnu’e the very banners would fall with leaden weight upon the 
hcjids of those who should speak the truth .that is in them. 
Heaven lists loose all its plagues on those who delight in war, . 
and on those Avho shed men’s blood, even in the holiest causes. 
The pestilence by day and night, the deadly fever, the cholera, 
dyscntciy ; the incompetence, and stupidity, and apathy of 
ciiieiUiiiis; the strategical errors of great captains; culpable 
iiniclivity and fatal audacity, — all these follow in the train of 
victorious armies, and kill many more than the ballet or .the 
s^v'ord. But war has its rules. The bloody profession by which 
liberty is achieved or crushed — ^by which States are saved or an- 
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niliilated, has certain lix(id principles for its guidance, and the 
honicDopathic practitioner in the art, or the quack, the charlatan, 
or the noble amateur, will soon be delected and overwhelmed in 
the horrors of ruin and defeat. Perhaps on no occasion Inis the 
neglect of the course of regular priictice been so severely 
t>anished, even although in the end the object has been gained, 
as in the siege of Sebastopol. It is the fu’st instance on record 
in which such a place has been taken by the mere lire of 
artillery ; lor it is admitted by the Eussiaus that even if the 
assault on the MalakholV had been repelled, they must have 
abandoned a place exposed at every nook and chink and cranny 
to such a lire that the very heavens seemed to rain shot and 
shell upon tliem. We lost an army in establishing that fire, and 
we liave not (notwithstanding the honeyed words of Lord 
Palmerston, every soldier here feels what I say is the truth) — 
we have not added to our reputation — nay, we have not sus- 
tained it — ill the attacks of the 18th of June and the 8th of 
September. And will it be said that hecause the particulars of 
those confiicts have been made knowm to the world, and because 
tlic daring, the devotion, the gallantry, the heroism ol' our 
olficers and men have been displayed belbrc its eyes, that the 
English nation has lost its military 'prestige ( Would it havi? 
been possible, think you, to have concealed and slun’cd over our 
faUurcs ? Would it have been better to let the story be told in 
Eussiaii despatches, in French Moniteursy in English Gazettes f 
No ; the very dead on Cathcart’s-hill would be wronged as they 
lay mute in their bloody shrouds, and calumny and lalseliood 
would insult that warrior race, which is not less than Eoman, 
hecause it, too, has known a Trebia and a Thnisyinene. We all 
feel well assured that it was no fault of our officers or men that 
we did not ttike ilie Jtcdan, and we can point to the trenches 
piled deep with our gallant allies before the Eedan of Pareoning 
Bay and the Central Bastion, and to the Miilfikhotf, won with- 
out the loss of 200 men, and invoke the goddess Fortune ! Alas, 
she does not always iavour the daring ; she leaves them soinc- 
tiiiies lifeless at the bloodstained embrasure, before the shattered 
traverse, in the deadly ditch, and she demands, as hostages, for 
the bestoM|tl of her lavours, skill and prudence, as Avell as 
audacity; courage. 

0tatement made hy the Bussim officers in conversation 
conceit! this — that we might have taken Sebastopol in Sep' 
te)V^bety>1864 ; that they were not only prepared to abandon the 
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city to its late, but that they vej^arded it as untenable and in- 
capable* of defence, and had Rome doubts ol' their position in the 
CViinca itself, till our inaction gave Menschikolf courage, and 
raised in him hopes of an honourable defence, which might 
enable him to hold us in check, or to expose us to the attack of 
overwhelming masses. They admit that their great error was 
the assumption of a. simply defensive attitude aiicr the battle of 
Tiikcrmann, and they now feel that they ought to have renewed 
the attack upon our enfeebled army, notwithstanding the terrible 
^ lo.ss they suffered in that memorable action. It may be mere 
military fanfaronade on their part to put Ibrward such an as.ser- 
tion, but the Russians cue and all declare that th(*y could have 
retaken the Malakhotl* under the tire of th(*ir ships, but that it 
had h(ien clearly demonstrat<.*d since the fire ojicned on Sep- 
tember the 5th, that it would he impossible to hold the south 
side under the increasing weight and proximity of the bombard- 
ment. It was a veritable butchery, which demoralized our 
men so far as to make them doubt tin* chances of continuing 
the struggle. We lost 3(X)0 men a-day. No part of the city 
wa.s safe, excejjt the actual bombproofs in the batteries. We 
were content to have beaten the Knglish at the Redan, to Jiavo 
repulsed the French at the Ikstion of Careening Ray (the 
Little Redan), the Gervais Battery, and the IJastion Centrali*, 
and to leave them the credit of surprising the Malakholf; but, 
oven bad wo held it, w'c must soon have retired to the north 
side, and we had been preparing tor tliat contingency for some 
djiys.” Such was the speech of one of their Stall’ to an officer 
of high rank in our service. There is a long song on the 
incidents of the war veiy iKipular in the Russian camp, in 
which J^rince Menschikoff is exposed to some ridicule, and the 
allies to severe sarcasm. Menschikoff’ is described as looking 
out of the window of a house in Bakshiscrai, and inquiring for 
news from Sebastopol, and courier after courier arrives and says, 
‘M)h ! Sebastopol is safe.” " And wbat are the allies doing ?” — 
“ Oh ! they are breaking down the houses of Balaklava and 
eiiting grapes.” The same news lor a day or two. At last a 
courier tells him the allies are cutting twigs in the valleys, 
and that they are digging great furrows three-quarters of a mile 
Irom the place, but that they are afraid to approach it, and that 
the ships have beguu to lire on tliem. " I declare thej are 
going to besiege it,” says he, “and, if so, I must defend it.” 
And so he sends for his engineers, and they at first think tlie 
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allies must bo digging for gold, misled by ancient ti-aditions 
about the mines, but at last they make a reconnaissance, and, 
finding that the allies arc really making distant approaches, they 
say, “ Why, wc shall have time to throw up works, too and 
so they draw up their plans, and Todtleben says, “ Give me live 
days, and I’ll mount three guns for their two;” and Menschikoll* 
dances and sings “ Ha, ha ! I' ce saved Sebastopol !” The 
Russians were astonished at their own success ; above all, they 
were surpiised at the supineness and want of vigilance among’ 
the allies. They tell stories of their stealing in upon our 
sentries and carrying them oif, and of their nishing at night 
into our trenches, and finding the men asleep in their blankets ; 
they recount with great glee the capture of a sergeant and fivi^ 
men in daylight, all sound in slumber (poor wretches, ill-fed, ill- 
clad, and Avorked beyond the cndiirmice of human nature), in 
one of the ravines towards Inkermann. Among many stories 
of the kind which I have heard, one is remarkable. When tlic 
attack on Inkermann Avas projected, it was arranged that one 
strong column of men, having crossed the bridge of the 
Tchernaya, near the head of the harbour, should march along 
the road which Avinds up above the Quarries ravine, and Avliicli 
leads right upon tlio ground then occupied by Evjins’s Division, 
but this Avas conceived to be the most daring part of the enter- 
prise, “ as no doubt, strong pickets would be posted on that road, 
and guns commanding the bridge, or r«iking the road, would be 
phiced behind the scarps, and these guns Avould have to bo takeii, 
and the pickets and their supports driven fti.” Judge of our 
astonishment Avhcu we found no scarps at all, and not a single 
gun on this point. Our General cried, as he gained the level of 
the plateau without a shot being fired, ‘ Wo have them — Sebas- 
topol is saved !’ ” The bridge OA’-er the Tchernaya was not 
repaired for the passage men and guns till it Avas some time 
past five ’clock in the morning of the 5th, and the men did not 
begin to repair it till after dark on the preceding evening. 

But, after all, we may have been saved by the very imheeiJity 
of our leaders. When the conflict before Sebastopol assumed 
.such gjgantic proportions it became the Avar itself. The armies 
of Btibia were absorbed into it, and perished in detail. Jfad 
Ave .^ken Sebastopol at the outset, Ave mu.st have been prepared, 
Avith our small ai’iny, to meet those d'nrmh which lost 

tens of thousands in their hast}' mai*6h to relicA'e tlie place, hut 
wiio, ia4he event of its capture, Avould have closed- slowly round 



PEACE IN THE ORIJIEA. 


433 


ns, and llie saniL* Jm-apacity which provciitcd oiir reapiri" the 
i’niits of onr con p^dc- main in atteniptiiif^ the Crimean expedi- 
tion. mijvht have led to more sorions evils in a protracted Ocam- 
jjai^n in the op(Mi ticld a<;aiiist a numerous and well-handled, if 
not a daring, enemy. Success lias indeed lieeii obtained, but 
its cost has been great. Wli it is to be said now if much of 
that cost can be shown to have been a gratuitous outlay of time 
and money? To me, next to the graveyards, now verdant 
oases in tlie dark plateau, the most melancholy and significant 
ohject is our old parallel opened against the JMalakholf, which 
the b'ronch took from us and adopted as the basis of their 
altaclc in the spring of 1S55. 

'fho battle of the Alma had produced such an effect on the 
inliabitants that there seemed to be no chance of olfering resist- 
ance to the allies, and the fall of the town was regarded as 
certain. The Unssians, however, meditated a great revenge, and, 
Jvnovving the weakness of our army, and that it could not hold 
tlie lieights and storm the town at the same time, they intended, 
according to this otticcr, to take the very plateau on which we 
are no\/ encamped, aifd to fall on our troops wdiile we wore dis- 
organized by our success, and get them between the fire of the 
Russian shipping, of the northom forts, and of the field arfillery 
oulsiile the piacc. At first tliey could not understand the flank 
march to Jlalaklava, except as a mamruvre to escape the fire of 
Hie north forts, and to get at the weak side of the city, and for 
tljr(‘e or four days they waited uncertain what to do, until they 
lef.riied we were preparing for a siege. Tt was then — ^that is, 
about five days after we appeared before the ]>]aco — that they 
( oiiimenced their Avorks. Men, women, and children laboured at 
Hiem witli zeal, and for the first time a hope was entertained of 
saving Sebastopol, or of maintaining the defence till the cor^pa 
d'armve destined for its relief could march down to raise the 
siege. The same officer further stated that on the t)th of Seji- 
lember he was in command of the advanced jjosts at Mackenzie, 
and that his orders were to fall back and retire with the guns 
ou the appearance of the enemy in force.*’ lie dechii’cs that tho 
liussians were astonished at our inactivity, and that they ex- 
pected a general offensive movement as soon as wo hiwl obtained 
possession of the soutli side. 

The amicable intercourse between tlie allies and their late 
enemy is on the increase. It is stated that the Jews have got 
up a fund for the deserters of their persuasion from the Russian 

VOL. II. F F 



434 


PEACE ONCE MORE IN THE CRIMEA. 


army, aiul tliui both Jews and (rrecks liavo deserted, and have 
been sent to Constantinople. Credat Jicdieus ! One man who 
came into lialaklavii the other day was observed to be very 
anxious about the walls of a new store. On being asked wJiat 
he was about, he confessed he was searching for the site of his 
house, in the ccdlar of which he had deposited a good deal of 
plate and valuables. 1 fear he had but a Flemish account of 
them. The Kussimi military band (150 sLr*)ng) at Mackenzie is 
a gj'eat object of attraction. It plays at foiii’ o’clock every 
aAicniooii. At the hymn of God preserve the Czar,” or what- 
ever the exact translation of the title may be, to-day, all the 
Kussiaiis took olf their caps. 1 could have wished tliat oiu* 
officers who w^ere present, and who understood the occasion, had 
done the same, for immediately alleiwards, when the band 
played “ God save the Queen,” the liussians uncovered their 
heads, and paid to our national anthem the same mark of respect 
as they had paid to their own. A Kussian olfieiu’ — a very 
young man — covered with orders, was pointed out to some of 
the officers as one who had never left the Flagstaff Hast ion for 
eleven months. He had been shot through the body, wounded 
ill tliG head, in the am, aud in the thigh, on difierent occasions, 
and had insisted on remaining in the bastion, nor would ho 
permit hinis(.*lt* to be removed to hospital. Many (d‘ the soldiers 
wore the Cross of St. George and other orders. What a jdie- 
nomenoii would a British private be with the riband of the C.I>. 
oil his breast ! The Eussians ai-o very anxious to get some of 
our medals, aud there are some stories atlout concerning the 
cleverness with which some men have sold florins at high pri(;es 
for Sebastopol medals. 

The thermometer at nine o’clock this morning stood at 70° 
in the shade! It is now blowing freshly, or rather hotly, from 
the south, aud the air is i ’ ;kly and disagreeable. The wind has 
nearly all the characteristics of a sirocco, but the snow still 
sliines brightly on the distant hill-side.s, aud covers the summit 
ledge of Tchatir Hagh. Many expeditions have been planned. 
The very top of the mountain I have just named scarcely suffices 
for the amotion of some of om* daring tourists, and the heights 
of the Alma, the Ihnpress’s Palace at Orianda, Prince Worou- 
zoff’s . grand castle near Yalta, Bakshiserai, and Sinipheropol, 
have been variously combined as points of interest in the excur- 
sions which are coming oil' almost immediately. There are only 
two drawbacks to the pleasures we anticipate in these invasions 
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of pleasant valleys and liij^li inonntaiii passes, hitherto harrcd to 
us by the lanee-poini of tlie Cossack. 'J'he typhus is described 
to be ra^inj^ in the Ilussian camps, particularly at Hakshiserai 
and Siiiipheropol, and wo have boon warned by the Uussiaii 
officers that it is daujyci’ous to travel in small parties, or to be 
out after dark in the ncij^hbourhood of the ({reck districts. The 
people of Ikilaklava, of Karanyi, ol‘ Kadikoi, of ICainara, and of 
Tchorgoun, nearly all of whom are (Jl reeks, are living in gi^at 
misery at Simpheropol and ]iak si li serai, and they natni'ally re- 
gard us as the cause of all their miseries and inisfortuiies ; and 
so they are likely, it is said, to take pot shots at solitary travel- 
lers, and to try and graiily their religious rancour and their 
sacred love of gold at one discharge. However, this buglx*ar is 
not likely to deter nniiiv from going inside the IJussian lines. 
Already some officers have pcnetraled k) Uakshiserai, and have 
returned with alarming aecuimts of the price of eatables, drink- 
ables, and accommodation, — poi-ter tw'cuty francs a bottle, cham- 
pagne thirty-five frames a bottle, dinner'and bed a small fortune, 
'fhere are some very hospitable fellows among the Itussian 
officers, and they give and take iuvitidions to lunch, dijiner, and 
supper very freely. One of our (lenerals was uj) at IVlackcn/.io 
yesterday, and was asked to stay to tea by a Russian of rank, 
whose hut he was visiting, hut it so liappened f haf. i^Iadurne, 
who jjresided .at the tea-table, uras present, and she darted such a 
look at her peccant spouse wdien he gave the invitation, and 
glared so liercely at the heretical English, that our (Jenenil and 
Stall* turned tail and bolted, leaving the Uuski to the enjoyment 
of the lecture which Madame Caudelski would no doubt inflict 
upon him. Perhaps the poor lady was short of spoons, or 
trembled for her stock of sugar, 'fhe Muscov runs quite tamo 
through our camps, and is to he iimnd everywhere. One of 
their ({encrals made a great sensation by driving through the 
camp in a neat brougham, drawn by a pair of good steppers, and 
“ worked ” by a servant in very handsome livery, with an extra 
plush, in similar unil’orm of laced coat and cockaded hat, behind 
him. Four of them wont to head-quarters in a droschky, drawn 
by a team of handsome ponies, with an escort of Lancers, and 
spent some time in looking at the English roads and at the mil- 
way works, and in examining the new town of Balaklava. As 
one gets accustomod to the Russian face it becomes less dis^ 
pleasing, and there are undeniably many of them ^0 are exceed- 
ingly like Englishmen — more so than any foreigners I have ever 
F F 2 
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seen. When drunk they are brutish mid slnpid-looking, but 
many of them possess intelligent features, and ejTs with an ex- 
pression of great acuteness and cunning, and they arc said to 
drive very hard bargains with the canteenmen. As there is 
nothing doing in camp I intend to proceed on a week’s excursion 
to the banks of the Alma, retracing the course of our march, 
thence to Simpheropol, Tchatir Dagli, l^akshiscrai, and thence to 
tlyQ south coast, visiting Orianda and Yalta, and returning by 
Aloupka through the valley of Eaidar. The Ilussians have sent 
passes to head-i^uarters, with one of which I have been kindly 
furnished. It is as follows : — “ Carte de imsse pour les avant 
postos” (in print), and “General de Service Tchervinsky then 
in Kussian, “ Allowed to pass — General, Major,** in MS. A great 
imjiedimeut to these little excursions is the condition of the 
mountain roads, which have been scarped, and have not yet 
been repaired, so that it is dif&cult to get carts across them, and 
it is necessary to carry tents and provisions for man and beast, 
unless one is bound for cither of the large towns of the Crimea. 
There is nothing ndiich calls for attention or remark in tlio 
<*amps. Our artillery and Land Transport arc employed in 
carrying down guns and shot to the harbour. "When the skids 
are put on going down the declines, the road is severely tested 
b}^ the weight of the heavy guns, weighing three tons and up- 
wards, but it stands rcmarkahly well, and that it docs so under 
such heavy and frequent pressure is the best proof of its ex- 
cellence. A stone tablet has been let into the solid rock by the 
i-oadside at Kadikoi, bearing this inscription : — “ This road was 
made by the British Army, a.ssistcd by the Ai-my Works Coi-ps, 
under the direction of Mr. Doyiic, C.E., 1855.” I am glad to 
say that the Generals of Division, acting probably on directions 
from head-quarters, have given oi*dcrs for the proper enclosure 
of the graveyards on th' plateau. A high stone wall is being 
erected around the cemetery at Catlicai't’s-hill, and admission can 
only be procured through the gateway, to which there will he a 
2 )rox)er door and lock. The interior has been cleaned and 
cleared of stones and rubbish. It is to be bojied that the Russians 
will not ijj|&*,our tombrtones into hearthstones and fireplaces 
I urn soMp'to say that every Bussian who goes into Bala- 
klnva w^lr^e two of his churches somewhat desecrated ; the 
chmch of Kadikoi is used as a storehouse for barley, (tc., and is 
crowded with Turkish and Croat labourers ; that at Balaklava is 
used as the Siedical storehouse. Mr. Parker, the chaplain for 
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tlie Iklalilava dislrift, auplied lor the building, in order that ho 
might celebrate divine service in it, but it was not considered 
expedient to accede to his request, and so he has set to work, 
and, aided by many friends, has succeeded in constructing on the 
site erf the building first used for the purpose a clean, wcll-venti- 
tilated, and well-arranged place of worship, with accommodation 
for nearly twice the number of people ; but ho is satisfied that 
if there wei*e room his congregation would be incresised at least 
fourfold. Divine service is performed every Sunday in this 
church, in the church up at the hospital above the town, and on 
board the steam-ship “ Abundance.’* The Itev. ^Ir. Dnsworth, 
the Roman Catholic chaplain, has been removed from the 
Crimea. It is understood that Dr. Wiseman disapproved of the 
friendly relations which he held with his heretical Church of 
England brethren. The reverend gentleman wius by no means 
a polemical divine. 

There is a secession also among the Sisters of Charity, and It 
is stated that tho}’’ are nearly all going to leave the Crimea to- 
day in the “Cleopatra.” The Army Works Corps is on the iriove 
homewards. Several hundreds of them have been already oui- 
barked, and largo sums of money will thus be saved to tlie 
country, for the navvies* work in tho Crimea is over for ever. 
The floating factory and workshop attached to the Jiand 7*rans- 
port Corps will proceed homewards as soon as the demands for 
her services cease. Never has money been better employed tliaii 
in this vessel, the arrangements of which roHcct the higliest credit 
on the able and intelligent gentleman, Mr. Fra.ser, wljo supui-in- 
teiided tho outfitting and internal economy of the cruiser, lie 
lias received but small rewiird lor his trouble; but Colonel 
M’Murdo and Mr. Doyne unite in their testimony to’his activity, 
usefulness, and zeal, and entertain the same sense of tlic services 
rendered by the factory. 

No intelligence has been received respecting tho future desti- 
nation of the troops, and the officers of .each regiment arc busy 
in conjecturing their probable routes from the Straits of 
(jihraltar. The belief among many is that their regiments will 
go to Canada. Tho sanitary state of tho army continues to be 
wonderful. In one regiment, 700 strong, there were only two 
men on tbe sick list early this week ! Returns have been called 
for, which will show a frightful contrast to this state of things 
during the terrible winter of 1851-1855. In some regiments of 
the Light Division, in addition to the results of sickness, it will 
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be seen from those returns that twenty officers and 700 rank and 
file have been put hors de romhat out of a strength of some 
twenty -eight ofiicers and 8(X) rank and file, in the course of this 
campaign. The Uussians admit tlieir losses to have been pro- 
digious, and there can be no question that they have the most 
unsound and sickly army in Europe All past campaigns prove 
the fact. The dirty habits of the men may account in .some 
measure for the mortality in their camps. 

^ April 22 . 

I regret that I missed the grand review of the French 
and Engli.sh armies, whi(;h too place on Thursday last, while I 
was making the tour of the southern coast round to Simpheropol 
and llakshiserai. This day was originally intended for the 
spectacle, hut General Liiders, for whose edification it was 
designed, was obliged to leave for Odes.sa befor(‘ Saturday, and 
the review took place sooner than Avas anticipated, 'fhe, sight 
is described by all who witnessed it as magnificent and imposing, 
and 1 cannot but regard it as a misfortune to haves been absent 
from it, although I can bear with some equanimity the loss of 
the French races and the carousal, Avhich also came off during 
my absence. General Liiders, who was attended by a staft‘ of 
Eussian officers to the number of seventy or eighty, is stated to 
have spoken of the appearance of our army in terms of the 
greatest admiration. Marshal Pelissier was particularly struck 
with the appearance of the Highland Jlrigade, wdiich formed a 
living wall from the head-quarters camp to the commeucement 
of the formation of our line, and ho declared “ that they were 
the finest and most splendid-looking soldiers in the world.” 
The French review took place early in the day; their battalions 
formed on the plateau from the Eed Hill, to the north-west of 
Halaklnva, near Mrs. Sc'acole’s — a noted landmark — right away 
to Kairiiesch, a distance of more than three miles. They were 
drawn up in rather loose order, and adopted a less massive for- 
mation than is their wont, and in the march past their battalions 
were sometimes broken up, and consisted of only two or three 
companies each, the remaining companies being formed into 
another battalion. Their finely-appointed artillery were placed 
at iuterv^jjl^tween the divisions, and necessarily extended the 
line cOta^Rmbly. General Liiders examined the infantry, wlio 
are jstS^Bly estimated to have numbered from 36,000 to 60,000 
bayonets, witJi great care, and spoke in high terms of their 
admirable bearing and soldierly aspect. Our allies presented a 
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very fine appearance, notwithstanding that the tra.ces of their 
suiferings from illness during the winter were pa inl’ully apparent 
in the diminished strength of some regiments. 1 am glad to report 
that the sickness which eausod such ravages has ceased, and that 
our allies, in comparison, now enjoy cxcidlent health. It was in 
the regiments stationed at Vamutku, liaidar, JMiskomia, and 
thereabouts, that tin? greatest mortality prevailed. Oencral 
d’Autemarre’s brigade sufiered very severely indeed. The 11th 
Kegiment lost one-half its number; the 26th, which was the 
most healthy, buried nevertheless 250 men ; and the remaining 
regiment of the brigade, Avill leave behind it upwards of dOO 
rank and file in the Crimea. The French ofiicers do not conceal 
the amount of their losses during the winter, any more tlian 
tluy now dissemble the disasters which befell the devoted expe- 
dition into the llobrudscha in 1854, the hoiTors of which have 
never yet been made public, and the mere sight ot* which drove 
Horace Vernet back to France with all possible speed. As our 
national vanity has received a blow wliicli has led to such marked 
improvement in our organization, it is not improbable but that 
our gallant allies will he warned by the events of the past 
winter that their system is not quite so iierfect as they imagined 
and boasted it to be. Had the war continued, the French, in 
their present state, would have found themselves almost unable 
to move a day’s Tiiai'ch, owing to the exhaustion of their tram 
i(e.s rqiiipa f/es and the destruction of their animals. They were 
wont to laugh g<jod-humouredly at our railrojul-making, and to 
.say, Sebastopol would be taken long before it was finished.” 
They have since had practical proof of its utility, and they see 
every day how great are its advantages, in enabling us to 
.•u'cuinulato stores wherever we desire them, and to send down 
to Ealaklava vast piles of shot and shell, while they are as yet 
unable to make any efforts to collect materiel for export to 
France. Nor do they despise our roads, wherever they can he 
made available ; and the harbour of Halaklava has proved of no 
small service to our allie.s — French and Sardinians — as well as 
to ourselves. However, these questions may stand by for tho 
I^rosent, and, indeed, for ever, unless the consideration of them 
is forwd upon us. Tho Kussian General, who praised the Frencli 
for their martial and intelligent aspect, was pleased to award to 
onr troops the merit of great neatness of appearance^ strength, 
steadiness, and solidity. 
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Aoril 23. 

I liiivc bocn over the r.orth forts, fiiul iiave airefully 
oxauiined, as far as a civilian can, tlie dcieiices of tlio place, and 
it nmst he confessed that they arc of a nu^^b forinidahlo characli'r. 
Ji’ort Conatantinc' hears very few inarhs of the humhardincnt ami 
cannonade of the I7tli of Ocioher, I*. The crown of the areii 
of one embrasure has been injured, anil is supported by wood, 
and the stone-work is pitted licre and there v.'itli shot ; hut liio 
pits have been neatly filled in and plastered over. The eanh 
forts are .scarcely touched. J‘\)rt Catherine, or A^ichimotf 
(formerly Siiwarotf), is uninjured, but St. IMichaers, which i:i 
badly built, has sutiered from the French mortar lire since we 
jjot into the town. The citadel i.s covered on all side.s by jno- 
dij^ious earthworks, anil the hill-sides are furrowed u]) by liiu*s 
of batteries bearing on every landing-place and every apprc^ach. 
The aspect of the liarbonr i.s very desolate ; the wrecks ol' the 
ships and the stumps of masts ] jeering above tlu' waters, gi\ o it 
an aspect of solitude which the boats flitting about cannot 
destroy. Here is the grave of the Kussian Black Sea fleet. In 
one line from Fort Constantine to tin* (Quarantine and Alexander 
.l^ku'ts were sunk before the 17th of October three eighty-fours, 
then one himdred-and-twenty, then two eighty-fours, and then 
one fifty-four. Inside thi.s line was a strong boom, which ivoiild 
have brought uj) any ves.sels that had succeeded in bursting 
through the sunken ships, TJiis outer lino and the boom itself 
were so iiinch damaged, however, by the gale of the 14-th of 
November as to he of little use. Tlic second boom, consisting 
of chain cable.s floated by timber, extended from Fort Nicholas 
on the south to the west of St. Michael’s Fort on the nortli. 
Inside thi.^ boom were sunk, commencing from the north .side, a 
sixty-gun ship, an eighty-fimr, an one-hundi*ed-and-tw'eiity, an 
eighty-four, and a sixty-gun frigate. Then come the bridge uf 
boats from Fort Nicholas to St. Michael’s. Inside that, in two 
lines, lie the re.st of the Kus.sian fleet. The fii'st is formed erf 
three eiglity -fours, an one-hundred-and-twenty, and one hundred- 
and-ten-guri linc-of-battlc-ship ; the second consists of a seven - 
gun ftffififeVf a six gun ditto, a thirteen-gun ditto, and an 
eigbQ^&iftr) close to the ruins of Foit Paul. Nearer to Inkcr- 
inann, in the creeks and hays on the nortli side, are sevoial 
sunken steamera and five brigs of ivar and corvettes, aud a 
aehooner yacht, sunk or aground. The boats of the irien-of-war 
2 ^ 1 ^ safe in one of the creeks which our guns could not reach. 
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The liussians do not willingly permit any approacli to tho 
vessels on the north side, and sliouted at us lustily us we were 
engaged in examining the timbers. Although the teredo has not 
yet attacked Hie wood, it is covered with barnacles and alime, and 
Jrom wliat we hear of the ships, it is not likel}'" they will ever 
bo raised as men -of- war again. The famous *■ Twelve Aixistles,” 
the “Three tlodheads,” the “ Tche.snie,” the “ Wratislaw,” and 
the “bjinpress Maria,” are said to have been iinscaworthy before 
they wore sunk, and the only ship for which the Jtussians 
exiirc.ss any sorrow is the “ (5 rand Duke Constiiutino,” one- 
hundred-and-twenty, the tinest ship in their navy. She seems 
(juite content with her herth on the bottom, and it will be some 
time before a timbiM' of her lloats again. The Kussinns are very 
frank, a])parcntly, in talking over all that relates to the siege, 
'flu'}^ profi'ss to be rather puzzled to uiulersiaud why wo are 
taking such trouble to remove all their shot and shell, seeing 
tliat tliey do not quite suit our ealibre.s. At all events, they 
cannot want them for their own use. To-day .some sailors be- 
longing to the steamer “ Glasgow,” came on shore for an excur- 
sion into Sebasto]K)l, In one of the ravines they came upon a. 
thirteen-inch sliell, “all alive O,” and of coui’se begiui to play 
with the delicjite monster. T'hey rolled him about, and per- 
ceiving that tile powder tunihlc(l out of the fuse hole, they 
collected a quantity ol’il, and proceeded to make a “devil” in 
the immediate vicinity of the sliell. They did not seem to 
a])preciatc the alacrity with whicli piwdcr seizes on favourable 
op])ortuiiitiea I'or exploding, nor did lliey much care that close 
to tlie neiglihourhood of their “devil” was a train of that lively 
article lending right away to the fuse of the half -charged shell. 
And so they lighted their “devil,” wliich fizzed away most 
diabolically for a second or two, when a train of fire ran to the 
^^hell, wliich bui*st with its usual strength and ferocity, sending 
its Juige splinters all around. One of these tore off one of the 
poor fellows’ right leg, wounded him in ilio other, and cut his 
temple open. -Another of the men was contused and cut by 
splinters of the shell, and Avas wounded in tho face. The first 
Aviis taken on hoard the “ Gladiator,” and the surgeon atnputat(‘d 
his h‘g — his comrade is in no danger. 1 trust that stejis will 
ho taken to di-owji all shells before they are placed on board 
ships for conveyance from the Crimea. I regret to have to record 
another, hut not so serious an accident, to-day. At one of our 
endle.ss races, Mr. ICnox, a young lieutenant in the Scots Fusilier 
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(fuards, son ol* Lieutenant-Colonel llrownlow Knox, M.P., was 
ridden against witli such violence as he was riding on one ol* the 
ponies, that not only did his own horse lall, hut the rider and 
horse that came against him. lie was stunned for the time, 
but lie soon recovered consciousness, and 1 am glad to say that 
the poor boy is exhibiting nitirks of improvement, and there is 
every reason to hope for his speedy recovery. 


CHAPTER XLVl. 

A iour into the interior — Aspect of the country — Valley of Baiilar — 
('limcan Flora — Difficulties of the route — Encampment — Bad romls — 
Cossacks of the Don — A Tartar villa^fc — An hotel — l*niice ^Voro^li:o^^s 
palace — The Tartar Exodus — Tlie evacuation — Visits — New boundary 
line between Russia and .^loldaxia — British army on the move — 
Departure of the Sardinians. 

Camp befouf. Sebastopol, April ‘ 2 b . 
The impression left upon the mind of every person who has 
made the little tour which our party has aeeoini)lishpd must he, 
and is universally, us lar as I know, that Ihe resonrc(*s of Russia 
in men were reduced to the lowest ebb in the course ol* this war, 
and that she would have been utterly unable to maintain an 
army in the Crimea, or to continue in possession ot* it, had we 
made an aggressive movement with all our forces from Th(*odosia 
or Eupatoria, or even left her in an altitude of watchfulness 
along the extended line li'om the norih side of Sebastopol h) 
Simpheropol. That she still possesses considerable means of 
transport, and has arabas, telegas, and horses, suflieieul, in ordi- 
niuy times and on good roads, for the service of her aimy, was 
evident enough ; but 1 was assured, on authority beyond 
question, that for two whole days this winter the troops at 
31acken/iie were left witho.-t food, in consequence of the state of 
the road^ The prices of provisions, allowing very amply for 
the extortions of needy Tartars, of famished innkeepers, and for 
an extremely liberal spirit on tlie part of English tourists, arc 
enormous, and it is almost impossible in many places to procui’c 
barley o^orn for hors» s at any sura whatever. The country is 
deserted^' the fields uncultivated, the cares of agriculture im- 
lieeded A few flocks of sheep and herds of cattle were to bo 
seen here and there in the course of a week’s ride, but these 
were the property of the (lovemment or of contractors, and 
were not for sale ; along the south coast fresh meat was un- 
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known, and salt fish and salt pork were the food pf those in 
fl:ood circumstances. A mouthful of hay for a horse cost half a 
rouble or fifty copeca — egjijs were 5d. a piece — fowls utterly 
beyond the means of Crmsus. But amid all these evidences of 
desolation the Cossack is seen here, there, everywhere, singly — 
in twos and threes, in pickets, in (latrols, in grand guards, in 
Folks, trotting, walking, or more frequently galloping, inonntcd 
high on his qujiint saddle over his shaggy, long-tailed pony, 
nourishing with om* hand his cruel whip, wJiile with the other 
he guides the docile animal, above which he towers like a giant, 
his dirty grc}' coat iluttcTing in the breeze and his lance 
point .shilling brightly in the sun. He is sown broadcast all 
over the Crimea. But you do not see regular soldiers in any 
jiumluTs till you enter the typhus-haunted streets of Siinpheropol, 
or wade through the mud of Bak.shiserin ; and even here the 
niisi‘r.d)le, jaded, utterly spiritless, ill-clad, ill-fed, and broken- 
down militiaman seems to be in the proportion of two to one to 
the soldii'i’s cl* the line. The Russian army is on il-s march 
from the (h’iniea a»s fast as its transport and its legs can carry 
it, and wo hear that only one eorps iV ai/'mev will he left lK*hind 
to garrisijii the whole country and to keep the Tartars in order. 
Four dt'vils ! that will he an easy task. The regulars are 
almost as badly clad, so far as their great-coats and hoots arc 
concerned, as the militia or the Cossacks. Our whole army has 
just turned out, by Avay of contrast, in now uniform, and pre- 
sented itself the other day to (leneml Ijudera en grande ttnue 
li-om head to loot. In order to (*nable your readers to judge 
with us of the state of the countiy, I shall transenbe from my 
diary such portions of it during the lour its appear likely to 
artbrd inibniiation respecting the elfects of the war, or give an 
insight into the condition of the Crimea. Some other portions, 
referring to mattei*s of less importance, may, however, prove 
amusing, if not instructive, more from the novelty of the 
circumstances to which they relate tliaii from any merit of 
narratiop or powers of destTiption. 

Aiyril 12 . 

Started at ten o’clock from camp. The party consisted of 
lour ollicei-s, two civilians — one of them myself, tlie other a 
travelling gentleman — an interpreter, two soldier servants, and 
one civilian servant. AVe took with us a strong two-wheeded 
light curt, drawn by two mules and a pack-pony, and carried in 
the cart a canteen, a few bottles of spirits and aherry, cases of 
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preserved beef, two tents, fowling-pieces, a fishing-rod, picks 
and spades, blankets .and horse-cloths. The cart was started 
early, with onlers to halt at Haidar till wo arrived, and the 
pai’ty were trotting along the Worouzolf-road towards Kaniara 
by eleven o’clock. The du^^ was most lavourablc — a clear sky, 
genial sun, and liglit southerly Avpid. I met the Ith Jliissars 
(French) on their march in from their cantonments about 
Haidar, where they have been long exposed to inost trying work 
on outpost duty, and in the ordinary occupation ot light cavalry 
in war time. They are line soldierly fellows, and are quite 
ready as they sit to ride either to the Great Wall of China or 
St. J*ctershurg. Kach man c.arries a portion of the cooking 
utensils of his mess, forage for his horse, blankcits, and 
necessaries for the inarch, and seems heavily charged, hut on 
examination he will be found to Avcigh a eoujde ot stone less 
than an English Hussar — otherwise, indeed, liis small liorse, liow- 
cver high tempered, could not carry him. The Sardinians arc 
also on the move, and are sending in baggage to Jkdaklava. 
The large vilLnge of sheds and sutlers’ shojis whicli is placed on 
the road at the Fedukhinc heights, and which is called 
Woi’onzoff, is in considerable excitement at the prospect of 
losing its customers, notwithstanding that the llnssians Hock in 
to supply their place. The French camp here is built like that 
of their neighbours tlio Sardinians, very much on tbe Tartar or 
Kussian plan, and the huts are scmi-subterrancaii. They 
present in appearance a strong contrast to the regular rows of 
high wooden huts belonging to the Highland Division opposite, 
at Kamara, hut the inouoy saved to France and S.aj*dinia by the 
ingenuity and exertions of their soldiers in hutting themselves 
must have been vciy considerable in amount. To countt'ract 
the mesquin look of these huts, our allies — more especially tlie 
French — have plant(*d the ground with young firs and ever- 
greens, bought a considerable distance from the hillsides of 
]hiidar, so that, after all, their camp is more pleasant to look at 
than that of the English. They have also made gjirdens, which 
promise to fruit, flowei's, and vegetables for Tartars and 
Muscovites/^fipi they l^ave turned a large portion of ground by 
the bai^nj^pPlbhc Tchernaya, and close to the Traktir-hridge, 
into ,a BUbtossion of gardens, pjich appropriated to dillereut 
confj^anics of the regiments encamped in the neighbourlu)od. 
Sic ^os non vohis. As we enter the gorge which leads into the 
valley of Varnutka we met some Tartar families, men and 
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chiUU*cii, ou tlie voad. looking out possibly for soino place to 
squat on. Those poor creatures are menaced with a forced 
return to their nomadic hahiis of centuries ago. Civilization 
lias corrupted them. The youngsters run alongside your horse, 
crying out, if you are English, “I say, Johnny, piaster, 
(give me piaster, Johnny !”) if you arc French, *‘I)oe dong 
(intended for ditea done), donuez-moi piastre,** — a bright- 
ey(‘d, handsonn* race when young, with line teeth and clciu* 
complexions ; and venorahle looking when old, owing to their 
marlced features and long beai*ds, but in manhood sly, avaricious, 
shy, and sus])icious. The Kussians give had accounts of them, 
and say the}" arc not to be trusted, that they arc revengeful and 
ill-»lia]K)scd — the slaveowner’s account of his nigger. ]Most of 
1h(’ IVnit tices in the pretty valley of IMi^komia and Varnutka 
li.'ive hocn cut down for fuel. Crossing the ridge which 
separates this valley from that of Eiiidar, we pass the gutted 
and half-ruined chateau dit I'ctrollsky. For a long time this 
chaiming little villa supplied French and English cavalry and 
outposts with delicious wine from its cellars, and was spared 
from ruin; hut hit by bit things were taken away, and at last 
a general spoliation was made of all the jdace contained— the 
iiiniitiive was smaslied to atoms, the doors broken, tlie windows 
carried awa^'. One officer atttichcd to the light cavalry 
regiment quartered there took away a handsome china service, 
and most of these dangerous visitors brought olf some memento 
of their visits. The Tartars were rather rejoiced at the ruin of 
the place, for Count Petroli'sky was no favounte witli them, but 
they always express the greatest regard and affection for l*rince 
Woi oiizoir. Eaidar itself— a middling Tai’tar hamlet at the best 
of times — looks worse than ever now ; garance dyed breeches 
were hanging out of the window-holes on all sides, and outside 
one very shaky, tumble-down wattle-house there was a board 
declaring that there was good eating and drinking in,#be Cafd 
Pelissier. The village lias one advantage, of which no Tartar 
village is ever destitute — a stream of clear water flows through 
it, and there arc two or three tine springs close at hand. The 
people are miserable ; the men arc employed by the French as 
wood cutters and as drivers of arahas, but the money they re- 
ceive is not sufficient to procure them full supplies of food or 
proper clothing. From Haidar the road ascends by the mountain 
ridges to the Foross or Phoros Pass, and aflbrds many deDghtM 
views of the gi*cat valley of BaiddV, which is, as it were, a vast 
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wooded basin, surrounded b}* mountain and hill ranges covered 
with trees and sweeping right round it. Blackbirds, thrushes, 
niglitingales, large and gaudily-coloured jtt 3 ’s, wood-pigeons, 
doves, nH;k-pigeons, hawks, falcons, and great numbers ol‘ mag- 
pies, frequent the valloj', and those which have good voices 
make it right musical towards sunset. Nightingales are 
very iiumei'ous, and so arc varieties «if il^^catchers, titmice, and 
buntings. In winter the hiUs are full of woodcock, the springs 
are haunted by snipe, wdld dnek, widgeon, arivl teal ; and the 
wood.s give shelter not only to roe-deer, but, if certain veracious 
reports ]>romnlgated this very w'inter arc to be believed, to 
wolves and bears. The road to Phoros is not good, and in winter 
must have been of little use. The summit of the pass at Phoros 
is sumiounted by a stgne arch wdiich crosses the road at a place 
guarded on every side b^^^ walls of rock, hundreds of feet in height. 
There is a Preneh guard here, and, of course, \v(‘ had to exhibit, 
amid many excuses, our ])as 6 es. That was but a little matter, but 
on entering tlie airbwa^' we lonnd it was fortiiicnl after the first 
rules of art j there were traverses and parapets of great height 
and thickness, and at the other side of the arch were similar 
obstiicles. The mules were taken out of the cart ; iheii it was 
unloaded, and the things carried one by one to the other side of 
these entrenchments; then the wheels were talven off, and by 
the united strength of our whole part}’, aided by some good- 
natured French soldiers, the cart itself w'as lifted up bodily and 
carried across all the gabions, earthworks, and traverses, and 
landed with a cheer on the narrow road at the other side of tlu! 
pass. The scene which hursts upon the eye on einergyjg from 
the arch is one of the finest I have ever witnessed — indeed, I 
am not sure that it is not the most beautiful and g]*and that T 
have ever seen. Vou find yourself standing in a veiy nan-ow 
road, on the left hand of ' /hich a sheer slab of rock rises to the 
height of 6 (X) or 700 feet above 3 ’ou — its surface rent with 
fissures, here and there dotted by stunted firs, which cling like 
weeds to its surface, diversified with all the tints for which 
volcanic rocks are remarkable. At the base of this cliff, whicJi 
stretches furth^ than the sight can trace it, is a ragged fringe 
of mighty boulders, of fragments of - mountains tossed down in 
the wildest confusion amid the straggling brushwood. On your 
right, nearly 1,000 feet below you, is the sea, washing the 
naiTow selvage of land which tumbles down from beneath yoiii* 
feet in waves of verdure, emcred with thick groves and dotted 
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with rocks, so rapidly that tlio dark blue waters, wliicli are 
really nearly a mile distant, seem to be only a few hundi'ed 
yards Ii*oni the road. 'This narrow slielviug strip of land;, 
formed of the debris of the mountain -chain above it, whicli lies 
beneath the clilf and descends to the sea, extends alon^ the 
coast from Phoros to Demur Kapu, or the Iron Gate, widenin^j^ 
as it runs eastward, and loshij^ its distinctive character com- 
pletely ere it rea(;hes Aloushta, in consequence of the great wall 
of clilf on the loft hand receding rapidly inland and north wai'ds 
from the point opposite Yalta. The length of this slrip is 30 
miles. It is nearly a mile broad at Phoros, and thence it 
gradually expands, till at Aloupka, it Attains a breadth of nearly 
three miles, and at Yaltji it is live miles from the sea to the base 
of the clilf. The rojid winds for many miles along the foot of 
these sl,upenduous crags, but there is a lower road, reached by 
zig-zags, whicli leads to the villas situated in the lovely valleys 
by tbe coast. This strip of shelving land is of the most varied 
formation. It is tossed about into bill and daks and is seamed 
with shady ravines and deep woody dells, which ai‘C water- 
courses in winter. As it is quite sheltered by the clilf from 
northerly winds, and is exposed to the full power of the 
sun, the climate here is beautifully mild until the heats 
of summer begin, and the land produces in gi’eat perfection 
an asixniishing variety of vegetable productions. The Crimea 
has a Flora of its own, but the lady is dressed so quaintly, 
uses such strange language, and is called so, many liard,' Jong 
names, that in my ignorance 1 am afraid to approach her, or to 
do anything more than to praise her general elFect and appear- 
ance at a distance. Put here is indeed a horrid reality to talk 
about. Some half-mile from Phoros, the road runs tlirough a 
solid rock by means of a tunnel alwut thirty yards long. I 
liappened to be riding in advance, and to be tlie tiinst who saw 
that this tunnel was Idocked up by a wall of stones about seven 
feet in height and eight feet in thickness. All passage for the 
cart seemed hopeless. We never could lift it up so high. There 
was no getting round the rock, and so I smote my breast and 
returned to the party. Put there were two or three among us 
not easily to be deterred from their purpose. An examination 
was made ; a council of war was held ; and it was decided that 
over the wall we must go, and that the obstacle int^ed to pre- 
vent the march of Cossack cavalry and the carriage of mountain 
guns, was not to impede six Pritish toasts. Under the direc- 



448 


PKACE OXOE MOKE IN THE CRIMEA. 


tion of onr Jiciiiig eoj^inm- to work we went. The party got 
on the wall and proceeded to dislodge the stones on both sides 
■with regularity and precision, rolling them down so as to Ibnn 
a kind of solid arch out of the centre of the w'all. Sliins ■were 
cut, toes were smashed, spurs w'ere bent, but the work -went on, 
and at the end of three-quarters of an hour the way was dechii'ed 
to be practicable. The mnh*8 were taken out of the cart, and 
walked hy a footpath round the rock ; the heavy articles were 
unloaded, and then, witli main strength, the cart, after a despe- 
rate struggle, was spoked up to the top of the mound of rocks 
and stones, and then, with immense difficulty, was backed down 
to tlio road on tlie otlier side. Ma^’hc the old tunnel did not 
re-echo three tremendous cheers when the work was over, and 
tlie mules emerged with their triumphant chariot ! ]lut our 
troubles arc not half over. The French were uneasy at Fboros 
— they have scarped the road, and what they have si)ared, two 
winters of neglect have very nearly demolished. }k‘lbre we 
moved six miles we executed, in addition to these labours, the 
following great piiblic works, in order to gcjt our cart over : — 
Js'o. 1. Jhiilt a wall to bank up tlie road-side at a precipice; 
Xo. 2. Filled up a crevice with brush-wood and loose stones ; 
Xo. .‘k Made* the road practicable with fascines; No. 4. Cutaway 
liill-side, so as to widen the road by the side of a precipice where 
it had given way; No. 5. Unloading cart and spoking it over a 
bit, and loading it again. It is about twenty-two miles li-om 
the camp to the Phoros pass, and our halting place for the night 
is the ruined chateau of Isavkaia, which is about six miles from 
Phoros. We reached this seclnded spot about seven o’cloek in 
the evening. Tln^ walls and roof alone are left. The windows 
arc smashed in, woodwork and all, and the only thing untouched 
in the place is a mangle in Uie kitchen. We stable onr horses 
in the parlours and libr...y, for all I know to the contrary, un- 
pack the cart, and cany in saddles and bedding to the room 
designed for dining and sleeping. There are no boarded rooms, 
but the clay floor is soft, a fountain and a stream of water run 
hard by. The horses are groomed and supplied with hay and 
corn, and wc prepare for dinner. A horrid announcement is 
made — ‘M'he Mqjor has forgot to bring either kettle, gridiron, 
or saucepan ; tlie tea and the sugar have got mixed, but that is 
no consequence.” What is to be done ? Ingenious engineer 
suggests that iny tinned iton dish shall be used as a fiyirigpan ; 
carried nem, con. As is} saucepan, some ingenious person drives 
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two lioles ill a jiotted-beof tin thrusts a pioee of wood 
tliroujjli them as handle, and proceeds to make soup therein 
over a blazing fire lighted up in one of the ruined fireplaces of 
the drawing-room. Just as soup is ready, handle bums through 
and soup upsets into the fire — ^a disaster quite irretrievable, and 
so we proceed to devour tougli ration beef done in steaks on the 
tin dish. Sherry is forthcoming, bread, and preserved vege- 
tables. Water is boiled in a small teapot, and produces enough 
for a tiimperate glass of grog ; the blankets are spivad on the- 
floor, and preparations arc made for sleep. ]''irst, however, tlio 
watch is appointed. Kach man takes an hour in the alphabetical 
order of his name, from eleven to five o’clock, to watch the- 
liorses, to keep in the lire, and to guard against theft. The 
mangle is broken up for firewood. In doing so, the best made 
London axe, bought from an eminent London saddler, flies in 
two at tlie first chop ! — useful article for travelling ! Odd leg.=i 
of chairs and tables, bits of drawers and dressers and cuidioardsv 
are piled up for the same pur^iose, and our first watch is left on 
his post. We muster three donhle-barrclled guns anil four 
revolvers between us — a total of thirty shots; but the night 
passes over quietly. 

SU>'J>AY. 

Lclow the walls of the hou.se in wliicli we encamped, buried 
amid orchards and vineyards, is a ruined villa with marble foun- 
tains and handsome rooms. It is pillaged and wrecked like the- 
rest, but it tempts most of our party to plunge down through 
the brushwood and thick scrubby woods, interlaced with “ Christ's 
thorn” and long creepers, to the ledge on which it stands above 
tlie sea at* a considerable elevation, notwithstanding that it is 
half an hour’s steep descent to the ledge from tlie shore. 'The- 
silence, broken only by the cry of the eagles wliich soar about 
the cliffs, the surge of the wave on the rocks, and the voices of 
the birds in the groves, is rather a source of pain than of plea- 
sure. Malheur a la devastation is inscribed on the walls. 
But who were the devastators ? The Russians allege it was the* 
allies — the Tartars declare it was the Russians themselves. There 
are many who believe that these very Tartars had no small share* 
in the plundering and wrecking of their taskmasters* and con- 
(lucrors* summer palaces. We know from experienoe that on 
the march to Sebastopol, every village, every little villa and 
farmhouse, was sacked and destroyed by the enemy, and Bour- 
liouk, Rskel Mamarliai, Belbek, dtc., were in ruins before our 
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outposts reached them. The evidence so far is against the lius- 
sians. Ab the 'walls and roofs of these houses arc untouched, 
they look as picturesque and pretty from a distance as ever tliey 
did, and it is only on nearer approac h that traces of the hand of 
the spoiler hecoinc visible. We Jiad a very cfxcellent breakfast, 
notwithstanding the extraordinary rich flavour of onions in the 
tea, which was accounted 'for by the clreumstauco Ih.at the water 
had been boiled in tlic soup-kettle. Some oflicers of the CSuards 
who had followed ns, Jind bivouacked near the post-house which 
we had passed on the road, came in as wo were at “ our humble 
meal,” and relished their share of it exceedingly. Their cart 
pushed on in advai^ce of onrs, and as they profited by onr labours 
of yesterday, so did we in a smaller degree (our cart w'as larger 
than theirs) reap the advantage of their preceding us part of the 
way to-day. We started about eleven o’clock, and our hard 
Avork soon commenced, lletween the enemy, the French, anti 
the winter, the road scarcely existed ; it had been swept down 
into the ravine. However, our motto was vestigia vulla 
rctrorsum, and the colonel, the major, the captain, the 1). A.C.G., 
the civilians, and the soldiers, worked as if for their lives, and 
succeeded in the course of the day in executing the following 
useful public works : — Ho. 1. lioad blocked up by rocks from 
mountain, cut down trees, made levers, and cleai*ed the way; 
major’s leg nearly broken, every one dirtied with wheel grease, 
finger nails broken, hands cut, <fcc. Ho. 2. Koad repaired by 
Guards, who left us a bit of paper on a stick to commemorate 
the fact — was found too narrow, the hill-side dug out, stones 
laid, and road extended. Ho. 3. Landslip — edge of the road 
gone, built up a wall of stones to support the edge, •and passed 
over triumphantly. Ho. 4. Were riding along at a smart pace 
down the road, which winds like a piece of tape (not red, but 
white) along the mounudin side, when frantic cries from the next 
turn recalled us to our cart; found it had gone down over a 
gulley, shooting out beds and bundles some hundreds of feet 
below, and was lying right over in the mud of the aforesaid 
gulley atop of the wheel mule. Ho ono hurt. Took off wheels, 
cut fastenings, and unharnessed mule, which escaped without a 
hurt, but^m covered with mud ; raised cart, carried up beds, &c., 
out of ; unpacked cart and carried baggage across bad 
parts of landslip ; set cart on wheels, loaded it, and went on 
our way rejoicing. Just after this accident wo met General 
E^e and his staff, attended by a Russian officer and several 
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Cossacks, on liis way to Pliovos. Tlie gallant General had 
been ronyd to Ikikshiserai, Simphei*oix)l, and Aloushta, and 
was just reversing our route which our pai-ty had the honour 
of being the iirjst to drag a cart over. The General had 
been .-issisted up to this point by a village full of Tartars, 
who were caught by the Hussians, to get his cart over tho 
bfid places. No. 5. Came upon the Guards mid their servants, 
who were busy mending the roiul where it was cut by a mountain 
watercourse : aided tlioin and ourselves ; got over our cart first 
and preceded them on the road. No. (5. Cut fascines and filled 
ill a gap in the road. Let it be understood, all this time, that 
there is the sea below us on the right, the quaint wall of cliffs, 
(JOOft. or 7()0ft. high, on our left, and at timesfns it were, toppling 
over on our heads, and a rugged slope of wood and vinoyanl 
dotted with villas between us and the beach. No. 7. Having 
come up to a party of Guardsmen. Avho were bivouacking with 
some artillerymen on their way back to Jliydar, we were told 
that tho road wjus utterly impassable ; it bad been carried away 
by a landslip, ilesolvcd to go on ; repaired road soon after- 
wards, and proceeded cautiously through mud from the ice rills 
wliicli had bored through and broken up the in many 
places. It was becoming late, and yet we had not got more 
than eight or nine miles from Asarkaia, and Aloupka, lor which 
wo were bound, wiis still as many miles ahead of us. The cliff 
at this pai-t of the coast, which is somewhere between Kikineis 
and Limena, recedes further from the sea, and there is a con- 
siderable tract of hills from its base to the road. These hills 
are covered with hru.sliwood,, and our vidette in front reported to 
us that two round knobs, which, no doubt, served os heads to as 
many Cossacks, were visible in advance, amid the young foliage. 
As wo approached, tho knobs disappeared, but presently two 
lance points peered above the rocks at the turn of the road, and 
in another moment or two we wei*e in tho presence of three 
mounted Cossacks of the Don, who by signs demanded our 
passes in a very civil and agreeable manner. As none of them 
could read, this formality seemed useless, but they gave us to 
understand by signs that one of our party must gp<to the officer 
of the post, and tho Major and his interpreter were ajocordingly 
handed over to tho care of an individual vrith one and were 
out of sight very speedily. Our cart was ordered back, and it 
was explained that we had to drag it oviV'tbe slope oflihe hilU 
on our left, as tho road before us actually h^d gone over tha 
o a 2 
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clilFs. Our friends wore inteUii^ent, good-looking young follows, 
and while waiting for the Major we spent some time rather 
agi’ceahly with them in a mutual examination of arms and 
intercliangc of tobacco. They wore heavy curved swords, with- 
out guards to the handles, in large sheaths oi’ wood covered 
with leather. Their heads were covered with slieepskiu caps, 
the top being funned of red cloth, and slightly conical in shape. 
Their coats were li];c those of the iniuidry cf the line — long 
garments of gi*ay cloth, fastened by a strap at tlic back, and their 
trousers were tucked into their boots, wore JlfuscovHornm, 
Each man had a long carbine slnng over liis shoulder, and I was 
rather surprised obsciTo that they had percussion locks. 
This armament was completed by a long and very light lance. 
Tlie edges of their swords were as sharp as razors — their lance 
points were equally keen. Their hair was closely cut, and they 
had the wfiiskerless cheek, the beardless chin, and the musta- 
chioed lip of the regulation/* Their horses were barely four- 
teen hands high, and were high in the hone and low in the 
flesh, hut their speed and endurance are undeniable. The Cossack 
rides high above his horse — he sits in the hollow of a saddle 
which looks like two Pinal's of black leather, at such a height 
that his heels are against the horse's Hank, and when the animal 
trots, his rider’s head is thrown forward over the shoukl(?r, so 
that a right line let fall from his head would he in advance of 
his toes by some inches. The manes of the Cossack horses are 
very long, and their tails often sweep the ground. Wc soon 
found they were very quick walkers, and got over the ground 
with rapidity and ease. As tlie Major did not return, we con- 
cluded, after a long stay, that he was ou the road before us, and 
we resolved to urge the cart over the hill. The Cossacks helped 
us ill this (which wjis no easy matter) as soon as their comrade 
came hack with an intimation, as we understood, which would 
bo intciqireted in English i-hat “ it was all right.” The cart 
was once more unloaded, and its contents were dragged by us 
across the steep hill; then the cart was spoked up over the 
spongy ground, was loaded again, and the drivers were con- 
ducted the road by the Cossacks, while we were shoiMi a 
shorter; hut, and desce ided under escort of our amiable, hut 
strongly-scented friends, down through shady ravines to the 
Tartar village of Simeis. Simeis, like all Tartar villages, is 
built by^lie hide of a brook, which brawls pleasantly tlirougli a 
auccession of little cascades as it leaps down from the inoiin tains 



A RUSSIAN COLONEU 


453 


to the sea. The ravine in which the villa*^ is situate is^ila(]c(i 
from the sun by tMiorinous walnut anil chestnut trees, and by the 
liuniblcr branches of pear, apple, and peach trees. The houses 
arc built on the slope in layers, with broad flat roofs, which are 
rendend watertij^ht by a thick covering of sand and bitumen^ 
and oil looking down on it, or on any of the Tai*tar villages, not 
a house is visible ; all that can be seen is a succession of little 
brown scpiarc patches with one hole vn each, descending the slope 
ill regular terraces, the backs being formed by the hill-side itself. 
In Siineis w'e wore halted till the curiosity of a strong Cossack 
picket and some regulars w;is satisfied. About sixty men pcisscd 
ns ill review, and then we were let to cliinh the hill up to 
the ro;ul, at which we found another Cossack waiting to relieve 
our silent friend who liad so far accompanied us. It was getting 
dark ; there was no sign of the Major ; but, for a wonder, 
one of I lift Cossjicks spoke German, and he told us an £ng<* 
lish ollicer was on in front. In a few moments our guide 
began to ride down a steep zigzag road towards the sea. 
The cart had come up all right, and we found wo were on our 
way down to Aloupka, which is close to the sea shore. The 
yjgzag was as steep and sharp in its turns as any Swiss 
mountain path, and the horses, already tired by the nature of the 
day’s journey, showed signs of distress very visibly. The 
descent lasted for an hour ; it reined a night ; the young moou 
just lighted up tlic Cossack’s white horse and the ffeathery tips 
of tall poplars and branches of gray olive trees, and all else was 
in darkness. We heard the 'roar of the sea close at hand at 
last, and a low white building peered above the trees. We 
cantered into the open space before it by a nice avenue, with a 
regular ]>aliiig on each side. The Cossack dismounted, fastened 
lip his horse, and went into the house, leaving us in profound 
ignorance and great hunger outside. The sounds of very noisy 
>aud drunken singing, which roused the night owls through the 
windows, led us to believe the house was a Cossack barrack, but 
at the same time the door opened, and out came a brisk little 
man, who spoke good French, and a decent body, his wife, who 
astonished us with excellent Euglish, and wc found that we were 
at t he hotel at Aloupka. The cause of the noise was s(»n found. 
It was the work of a drunken llussian Colonel, chief of the 
police at Yalta, who had introduced himself to some^English 
olliccrs at that place, and had, in spit© of them, accompanied 
.them so far on tlicir way to I’lioros. “ Voila,'* said a little 
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voice in our ears, as the door of the dining-room w as opened, — 
“ Voila la noblesse Musse — *7 est noble parvequil esl Colonel'* 
The room in which we found ourselves was a coinlortahle a])art- 
meiit, with softus and easy chairs, engravings of Count Potocki, 
of the Czar (of course), of Prince Woronzoff, of very Wiu*in 
subjects from French burins, on the walls, and a table well 
covered with bottles and glasses. At the end of the table was 
seated a Pussian officer, screaming at th.^ top of his voice some 
inscrutable snatches of song, for which he prepared himself by 
copious doses of brandy, sherry, and Criiii wine. lie was 
offensively drunk, but the terror which he inspired in the land- 
lord and landlady was not the less on that account, and was 
evidently only equalled by their hatrt*d of him. We are told 
that the Eussians read the London papers so diligently that they 
know everything that passes as well as wo do ourselve.s. 1 do 
not wish to get our good host and his wile, or oven the inebri- 
ated Muscovite, into a scrape, or I would relate a few purticulnrs 
respecting their demeanour which might prove amusing. The 
Colonel of the Aloupka district, when he heiird of the condition 
of liis brother ** authority,’* gave orders that he should be 
turned out, but these were not canned into effect till latcj in the 
evening. He s^joke a little French, and I think he understood 
English, though he professed not to know a word. Our dinner 
consisted of salt meat and an omelette a a lard, washed down 
with plenty of Criin wine. We had also a tin of j^reserved 
beef. It was very lat, and we all put away the excess of adipose 
matter on a plate, where it formed a pretty largo pile. The 
Colonel, wffio htid been eating the meat, suddenly seized ujk)!! 
this plate, and stuffed huge mouthfuls of the fat and grease down 
his throat on the point of a knife with infinite gusto. A Cossaclc 
brought us in our passes. In spite of his standing at attention, 
the man’s look betrayed a feeling of greater disgust at tlie 
Colonel’s condition than I should have given him credit for. Our 
horses, Avliich were put in a distant stable, could only be fid by 
the intervention of some others of our Dons, who also undertoolc 
to guard all night, — “the Greeks were such robbers.” 

Our beds were clern and comfortable, and wc slei)t well till 
morning, although the Colonel kicked up at intervals a dread- 
ful row outside. The Guardsmen arrived about an hour 
alter us, and assisted us in entertaining the Colonel. 

Monday. 

Distance lends enchantment to the view of Prince Woroiizolfs 
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palace from llio sea. licncc it seoms a splendid combination of 
Tartar and Norman architecture, donjons and keeps, and battle- 
niented walls, strangely intermingling with minarets and the 
dome of a mosque. It is quite close to our hotel, and is ap- 
projMjhed by a beautiful w.alk, like the buck lodge avenue in an 
English estate. The path is marked by a wooden paling, inside 
which are olives and fruit trees, and evergreens, and imraeiiso 
chestnut and walnut trees and silvery poplars. We pass a quiet 
chateau with a verandah .and terraced front. Itw’as the Prince's 
residence before ho built his pahiee, and it is now used as a 
summer retreat by his sou. The furniture is simple and hand- 
some, and there is a beautiful view from the window.*?. A Pus- 
sian .servant (the only one wo saw about the place) readily 
showed us over the ]u*eniises. What we saw there, at the 
Empress’s palace of Orianda, at Yalta, Aloushta, Siinphcrojiol, 
and llakshLserai, I must reserve for another letter, as this ha.s, 1 
icar, exceeded all tolerable limits. I have since then revisited 
the Alma, which exhibits more traces of light than the valley 
of Inkermann, the plain of llalakldva, or the banks of the 
Tchernaya. 

Friday. 

Of all the painful and pitiable sights which liave been pre- 
sented to me in the course of the war which is past, there was 
not one so aifecting as tli.at of the Taiiar jixodus and their bight 
out of the Crimea. Whether they arc animated, as they say, by 
the dread of their Ilussian taskmasters, or by their desire to im- 
pi’ove their condition, the motive must be powerful which can 
drive a whole race from their homes. ^I'liuy leave those peace- 
ful and beautiful valleys for ever, and flock into llalaklava with 
all their goods, in the hope of obtaining the means of escape. 

On Thursday the whole ix>piiIation in the valleys outside the 
Ilussian lines began their mournful procession. They left their 
homes silently. The old men, women, and children were 2 )laced 
on the arabas, .above the pile of cushions which seem to consti- 
tute all their household furniture. IMany of them cried bitterly. 
Several of tliese poor pilgrims were so exhausted from illness or 
old agcj that there was little chance of their ever seeing the land 
they seek to gain. Each araba was drawn by two small bullocks 
or oxen, led by the head of the family ; the elder children kept 
by his side or followed on fool. The women, closely veiled, in 
spite of their grief, looked around with wonder. at the marvels 
which Ealaklava presented, and were lor a time begnUed from 
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thoughts of their abandoned dwcllinj^s in l^iouk, JVlirtkomia, 
Vamutka, iiaidar, Upu, Ozcmbasli, or TchuHu ; but as the sea 
opened upon them, and they found tbcmselves among strangci-s, 
the sense of their position came back to them with redoubled 
force, and they seemed lost in despair. The procession which I 
saw was about a mile in length, and was formed of arabas in 
single file, as close to each other as they could jjaek. The head 
of the train was drawn up by the water’s edge in the harbour, 
and the extremity extended far be3'’ond the limits of the town. 
1 am informed that there was a large encampnnmt of tiie same 
poor creatures near Kamara last night, and that they Avould 
make their wa^' into llalaklava as soon as their predecessors had 
cleared away. I also saw several families who had taken refuge 
in the camp of the head-quarters of the Jjand Transport Corps 
last night. As there were no houses for their reception, men, 
women, and children slept in the streets of Jlalaklava under 
their arabas. In the morning they found that the Turkish 
Colonel ^vho superintended the emigration, and who was evidently 
tmprepared ibr its magnitude, had only one small vc'ssel ready 
for them ; but he sjicceedcd in hiring two small Turkish sailing 
vessels in addition. The women and children were sent on 
board till these ships were full, and then the Turkish and Tartar 
authorities applied to Admiral Fremantle, but he had recicived 
Qio pi’evious intimation, and could do nothing at the momant. 
However, he wrote to Sir W. Codrington on the subject, and, as 
he is a humane man, he will no doubt do all he can to assist 
these Tartars. When I left llalaklava yesterday there was 
every prospect of their spending another night in the streets 
and on the hill sides, nor did their stock of provisions appear 
very ample. Hitherto, the French have given rations, such a.s 
they could spare, to a certain number of Tartars in the valley 
of ilaidar, in return for heir services as wood carriers and 
arabajccs. They are a docile, kind-hearted, gentle race, and are 
much superior in appearance to the Tartars I saw at Kertch and 
Eupatoria. They Iiave all fine teeth and eyes. Many of the 
men arc very well-looking, and the old men arc exceedingly 
-dignified in aspect, and possess great native case and good breed- 
ing. The young w’omen possess graceful forms, and arc believed 
to be very pretty, but they are not ofben seen unveiled, and the 
old women do not display the least traces of beauty. I have 
never seen anywhere children more lively and handsome in face 
than some whoxwere among the emigrants ye8tcrda3\ As 1 was 
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ridiug through the str'jet some Russian officers passed, and gave 
signs of dissatisikctiun at the j>roceedii»g8 of the Tartars. The 
latter were very abject in their bows as their masters passed 
tlicm. And this is the end of one of the conquering races of 
the world ! Whether the Tartars deserved their fate, or have 
been treated badly by foHune, one cannot but feel pity for them, 
if tliey an* punished for the crimes of their ancestors. They 
came into the Crimea as conquerors, and they leave it as exiles. 
It is said that they are going to colonize the Dobrudscha, or to 
settle at Rustchuk and Kostendje. The first-named place is but 
a pestiferous niarais ; it is a grave to those who visit it, and I 
sincerely trust that these poor Tartars, in whom wc ought to take 
a great interest, for we have broxight uimju them this aggravation 
of the evils of their position, will not be doomed to such mis(*ry 
and cei*tain death us they will find in tlm Dobrudscha. The 
number of families ready to emigrate is stated to be 15t)0. 
They dechire that all the Tartars in the Crimea would follow 
their example if they could, and it is worthy the attention of 
the allied governments to inquire whether facilities should not 
be olfered to save these unlbrtuiiate people from the fate which 
impends over them. The Tartars declare the Russians hate 
them on account of their sympathies with the allies, and that 
the}’' will exact a terrible revenge wlien we are gone. The 
Tartars still rejoice over the Alma ; they rub their hands with 
delight at the very name, but it has been to them an unhappy 
victory. 

May 8. 

The evacuation of the Crimea is taking place with mpidity, 
and, if it is desirable, there can be no doubt that the allies can 
leave the sdil of the Czar long before the time which has been 
granted to us — six months atte the conclusion of the treaty—^ 
has expired. The Tai^tars bruig in terrible stories of' the revenge 
taken by the Russians on those unfortunate brethren of theirs 
who have given aid to the allies, or have been engaged in their 
service. They tell us that several of these |)oor creaturi‘s have 
been banged at SimpheroiK)!, that others have been sent oH' in 
exile, and that more are condemned to work on the roads for 
life. Could not a word be said to avert the wrath of Russia, 
and to induce her to extend her clemency to the remnants df 
this mi.serablo race ? 

During the recent excursion of General Windham, in the 
Raushee, to Kertch and hack, an iiicident took place which 
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shows very clearly the real character of the Hiissian Govern- 
ment, and demonstrates the worthlessness of the j^rofessions 
which it makes. Trince Gagarin, who liolds a command un the 
south coast, was extremely polite in all his communications with 
Major-General Cunynghame and the other English officers at 
Kertch and Ycnikale, and promised them every facility should 
they be desirous of visiting the Ulterior, or proceeding to 
Sebastopol by land. He also specially InvitLcl nil English officers 
to visit him at Kaila (Theodosia) in their wa}'. General 
Windham, being infoiined of these little politenesses, resolved 
to pay a visit to Kaffii on his way back from Kertch. On 
entering the bay on which the town is situated, they were 
astonished to perceive a fleet of many sail of merchant vessels 
lying in quarantine, and they soon were made to understand 
that the Eunshce was in a similar disagreeable situation. Most 
of these ships had gone up the Sea of Azolf to aganrog, and 
had been sent back again all the way to Kaffii to pcrf-i^rm 
quarantine. Tin; usual quarantine station for the poris in the 
Kca of Azoir is Kertch, but, .ns that place is in the hands ol' the 
allies, and as the Government establisliment is destroyed, the 
Kussian authorities have for the present selected Kafla as a sub- 
stitute, and vessels bound from the south and east will have a 
considerable detour to make from the true course, but that is 
better than being sent back altogether. This is a valuable com- 
mentary on the statc'inents which have been made that the Gzar 
has given orders to the Minister of the Interior, &c., to remove 
all restrictions on trade — exports and imports. AVhen General 
Windli^m and stall’ were permitted to land they were placed in 
a small room with bars to the windows like a wild beast cage — 
a regular quarantine prison in fact ; and when he had prepared 
a note for Trinco Gagarin it was tiiken from him through the 
bars by a pair of tongs, - he Prince, all gold lace and leathers, 
soon made his appearance, and received his visitor with great 
cordiality and politeness through the bars. He regretted that 
his orders were so strict; ho dared not permit the General to 
visit the town without performing quarantine, but if ho came 
round by laud he shoul ^ he most happ}" to reeeivo him. Idean- 
timo he had senv off a letter to the General Command ing-in- 
Chief, and an answer was spi'cdily returned to the eli’cet that 
the General’s orders fi'om the Ministeis were so exceedingly 
stringent that he could not relax them, notwithstanding his 
most earnest wishes to do so. General V\'indluim in the course of 



MEMOllIAL OF THE ALMA. 459 

Ins interview thouj^liL- it necessary to ap])rize Prince Ciagarin 
that he had seen enonjjh to convince him it would be rig^ht to 
advise ilie Coimnander-in-Chief to keep possession of Kertch till 
all our stores were withdrawn — an intimation which secinod not 
a little to perplex and confound his Kxcellency. It appeal's that 
Ocneral Liidcrs liiid expressed a wish that, in the interest of 
trade, Kertch should he evacuated as speedily as possible, and 
that steps were being taken to remove the Turkish troops, 
whose presence was especially objectionable; hut, as General 
Windham observed, if the jiort were handed over to the Kussian 
authorities before all the stores were removed, the vessels which 
were sent for them would be placed in quarantine, and great an- 
'noy since and delay would be experienced. 

Our excursions into the Crimea arc hcooming rarer as curiosity 
becomes saiislied, and leave more difficult to be obtained ibv 
lengthened absence. General Codrington has paid a visit to the 
Alma, and most of us who could go have performed a pilgrimsige 
to the same place. Tho ^•aves are scrupulously resiieeted, aud 
are marked with large stones, Tho inscription on the stone 
telegraph tower cut by the French, "La Patiiillo d’Alma, 20 
Septombve, 1854,*’ has been altered to " 8th September ” by the 
Kussians, to reconcile the date to their old stylo. The Russians 
are returning our visits now, and some unfortunate olfic»;rs who, 
in the height of goodfellowship and amid flowing bumpers, gave 
their name and an invitation to their boon companions to " come 
and stop a week with me, and bring your friends and family,” 
have been liorrified by the vision of a couple of droskies at their 
tent doors, containing a whole bevy of fair Muscovites and their 
attendant lieges. Major Montague, of the Engineers, is enter- 
taining at his pretty hut on Kaniara-hill, a number of Russian 
ladies who were kind and attentive to him when he was a 
prisoner in Simpheropol, and is fortunate in being able to evince 
his sense of their humanity and good nature. 

Lieuleiiant-General Lord Rokeby, commanding the First 
Division, and Lieutenant-General Barnard, commanding the 
Second Division, are to be made Knighta Commander of the 
Rath, and the latter will go to Corfu as soon as his division shall 
have been broken up. Lord Rokeby came out to take the com- 
mand of the Guards in the winter of 1854-65. His Lordshij) 
had not the good fortune to he present at either Alma, Inker- ' 
maim, or in the attacks on the Redan, (general Rarnard, also 
a Guardsman, was an efficient and active chief of the staff under 
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(jJencral Simpson up to the date of General Windham's appoint- 
mont, hut he came out after the two great Crimean battles had 
been fought, and be was not personally engaged in either of our 
assaults on the Itussian lines. It is believed that Major-General 
Garrett will bo made at the same time General Sir 

Colin Campbell will shortly return home, and the officers of the 
llighland Division, by whom he is gieatly beloved, intend to 
give the gallant general a farewell banquet <in Saturday next, 
for admission to which there is eager competition. The position 
in which this meritorious, brave, and energetic officer has been 
placed since he came out here could not but be trying to a man 
of his active habits and of his ardent love of service, lie came 
out at the request of his Sovereign to serve under an officer 
greatly his junior in the service and with no comparative merits 
at all as to exjieriencc in the tield or with tlui t‘nemy, and he 
has had no opportunity whatever of exercising command, but 
has been as inactive as Achilles — eating his heart in his tent — 
although the comparison ceases with his isolation — for Colonel 
Sterling would scarcely pass muster as a llriseis notwith- 
standing the charms of hrs convcrsjition and the variety of his- 
acquirements. Every one wishes the gallant General well, and 
the army feels that ISir Colin Campbell will not fail to justify 
the judgment which may select him for any post where the more 
valuable qualities of a soldier, such as decision, promptitude of 
execution, self-devotion, bravery, and personal activity ai-e re- 
quired. He has gained the esteem of our allies ; but it is felt 
that ill council he would have been the last man to yield to 
claims of the reasonableness of which he was not perlectly con- 
vinced, and that he is jealous of the honour and reputation of 
the British army. 

May 21. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Jame^, J{.E. ; Lieutenant-Colonel Stanton, 
E.E.; and Cai)tain Gordon, K.E., have started for Bessarabi.'i, 
to survey the line of the new boundary between Bussia and 
Moldavia, and to aid the commission with their professional 
advice and experience. Captain Hamniersley, Deputy-Assistant- 
Quartermaster-General, I^ead-Quarters Stall’, and Captain Brook, 
Assistant-Quartermaster-General, Fourth Division, two active 
and intelligent officers, have been’ selected to proceed to IVrekop, 
and to examine the roads, the bridges across the Sivash at 
Tchongar and elsewhere, and the country around Genitchi, 
Arabat, and Kaffa, in order, I suppose, to satisfy the authorities 
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tli:it if they had made a forward movement they would havo 
I succeeded in forcinj,^ the Russians* to fight a pitched battle or to 
retreat. The staft* officers of the I'lissian army are busily en- 
gaged in surveying our camp, and the Commander-in-Ohief of 
the English army has ordered that every facility shall be alfoi-dcd 
them. They have closely examined the construction of the 
railway, and havo studied the plans and sections deposited in 
Mr. CampbeU’s office at llalaklava. The questions they asked 
respecting rails, sleepei-s, &c., indicated a limited acquaintance 
with the elements of railway engineering. Dr. Mouatt and 
another medical officer have returned from a tour in the Crimea, 
during which they have minutely insi^ected the Jhissiaii 
military liospitals, with a view to prepare a report upon their 
medical system. That the Russians will profit by what they 
see, no one who witnesses their avidity for information and 
desire of improvement can possibly doubt. They are deeply 
persuaded of the nocessit}' which exists for making good roads ; 
but I fear they look upon that necessity as one arising rather 
out of military and political than peaceful and commercial con- 
siderations. “ None of ns ever dreamed of the Crimea being 
made the scene of a great campaign, or we should havo had 
good roads, and, possibly, a railroad to Sebastopol.’* That is 
their constant remark. The .strangest, but the most universally 
iiss(*rted and best attested fiict we have learned from our late 
enemies is this — that had the fire continued, they would have 
blown up their works and evacuated the south side of the town 
on tlio 10th, or at furthest on the 12tli of Sei)tcmber — that is, 
either two or four days after the assault. The fire was too 
tremendous and all-searching to he withstood. I’he officer of 
one reginieut, which garrisoned the Malakhofffrom the evening 
of the Gth till the evening of the 7th, said they marched in 
3100 men, with 70 officers, and when they were relieved, 2800 
men and 51 officers had been killed or wounded by shell and 
shot. Somciimes a shell rolled down into a bomb-proof and 
blew up among the dense mass of men inside. Sometimes a 
round shot, striking one of the massive beams of wood which 
supported the works, sent a shower of deadly splinters all round 
it, and the service of the guns was attended with the cci^tainty 
that almost every gunner would be hit by the French riflemen 
in the course of the day. The Rus-^ians concur in saying that 
they lost more than 20tK)nien every day of the fire. J>ut then, 
if they had waited till the 10th, and no assault had been made, 
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wliilfc would liavt* occurred ? The fire niiist Imve slackened on the 
Uth, for the sillies had not the means of continuing it. The 
i^upsians, most likely, more suo, would have plucked up heart 
of grace, set to work, and been residy for anotlier bombardment, 
which could not possibly have taken plaee for two months. Hut 
then winter would have been upon us, and — however, there is 
no use in supposing.- 

BEFOHifi Sebastopol, May 2i. 

The British amy is on the move. The Third Division has 
been broken up, and the Mediterranean stations will soon be 
hlled with regular troops. Even Gozo is threatened with 
military occupation. This week the 30th Regiment, 55th 
Regiment, 92nd Regiment, 89th Regiment, and 28th Regiment, 
have embarked for their destinations, and Mercer’s Battery, 
together with other jiortions of the artillery, have been embarked 
and despatched from Balaklava. The “Great Britain” n‘ceived 
two regiments, the 30th and 55th. The others m’c embarked 
in large steamers, such as the “ Queen of the South,” the 
“ Indiana,” the “ Sarah Sands,” and “ Perseverance.” 

The weather has been very windy and very foggy throughout 
the early part of the week. It still blows briskly from the 
southward. The temperature has been exceedingly low tor the 
time of the year, and the troops are healthy, notwithstanding 
the appearance of a few cases of ophthalmia among them. 

The departure of General della IMarmora and the Sardinian 
Staff on Monday was marked by every demonstration of the 
regal’d and esteem in which they are held by our army. The 
ships in harbour hoisted the Sardinian flag, the yaids of the 
“ Leander” Avere manned, and the General set his foot on the 
deck of the vessel, to which we wished a siicedy and prosperous 
voyage, amid onthusiastic cheers and throe rounds of English 
hurrahs. The Crimean medals and ribands intended lor the 
Sardinian toops wore placed in the hands of General della 
Marmora some time Jigo ; but he sent them to Turin, judging 
that the decorations would be most fitty conferred on the troops 
in the presence, and possibly by the hands of their gallant 
Sovereign. The good feeling which existed between the Sar- 
dinians and their allies was never marred for one moment by 
any untoward jealousies or circumstances of rivalry, and more 
especially were they ever on terras of friendship with the 
English, although their knowledge of French gave them 
greater facilities for communicating with our allies than arc 
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possessed by oiir men. Their position at Fodukliinc brought 
them into constant contact with the French and Highlanders, 
and they have left beliind them many kindly rempmbrances, not 
readily to be forgotten. In all my rambles I have rarely, if 
ever, seen a drunken Sardinian; their behaviour in camp, in the 
canteens, at Kadikoi, and on the roads was exemplary, and T 
understand, that in the absence of crime, social or military, they 
claim to rank with tlie best disciplined army in the world. 

On the occasion of his Excel lenc^'^’s de])iirturc, the English 
Commander-in '(’hief issued the following Oeneral After- 
Order : — 

“ IIi:Au-(2rAnTKitSi Serastopoi., Muj 17th, 1856. 

“No. 1. Tlio greater piirt of the .Sardiuiaii array lias quitted tlie 
CriiMca, .nid (jcneral della ^lariiiora liiinself will soon cmbiirk. 

''Ai;iiard of honour, Rith artlllcTy, will be held in reudincss fur the 
departure of the .Siirdinian Oominmider-ln-Chief. 

“ The (jomuiaiider of the Forces trusts that General della Marmora 
will liutHcIf receive, and convey to tlio^e whom he has coinmuiided in the 
Crimea, the good wishes of the Eiiglisli army for tlieir future prosperity. 

“ With st(>adiue.<is, with diacipiim*. with resource, the Sardinian army 
lias long maintained and edieieiitly guarded the udvaiiceil itosition 
entrusted to it: and it bore its hoiiouruble share witli the troops of France 
in tile battle of the 'J'cheriiaya. 

“ In our inUTCoursu there has been neither dltQenlty nor ditfereiice, and 
this goo<l feeling between all tlie armies of tiic ulliunce lias )iad a very 
important intluenco in determining the peace of Europe. 

“ By order, C. A. Windham, Chief of the Staff.” 

The attempts to rcpaii* the Kussian cemeteries have betm 
tolerably successful, and our labours on those wliero our own 
dead lie are nearly brought to a close. As we are about to 
part for ever, our anxiety to learn moi*o of our late foes in- 
creases. The Russians survey our cannis, we visit their 
hospitals, study their commi.ssariat, inquire into their military 
system, and inspect their positions ; our engineers, also, minutely 
examine the siege-works of our allies, with which they <^cre 
necessarily but slightly acquainted during the progress of the 
attack. 

Our approaches to the defences of the place aftordcnl no oppor- 
tunity to our engineers of developing the use of mines against 
the enemy, and were not as.sailable by the same agency on their 
side lor the same reason, !is it is obvious that where mines can be 
used by ilic attacking force they can also be adopted by the 
defenders. The French had not the same sort of gi'Oiind, and 
the system of French mines in front of the Bastion du Mdt pre- 
sents the most astouisbiug instance of labour and skill ever wit- 
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iiessed in any siege. To the llnssians, however, belongs the 
credit of the most important and extensive operations of this 
nature. Our ^mgineers have in their possession plans of both 
the French and liiissian mines and galleries, and the tracings 
resemble a section of adioneycomb. The enemy’s mines con- 
sisted of two series of shafts or galleries and magazines, the first 
being twenty-s(*veii feet below the surface, the second being no 
less than forty feet below the first. The workmen were sup- 
plied with air by means of force pumps, and in one magazine at 
the end of one of these galleries there was found no less than 
85(X)lb. of powder, all tamped in and ready for firing by electric 
wires. This magazine would have formed an Monnoir far in 
the rear of the French advance, and its probable elfects may 
be estimated when it is considered that the destruction of 
the docks was effected by a smaller (Quantity of gunpowder than 
was contained in this one mine. Many of the shafts spring out 
of the counterscarp, and there are numerous chambers cut into 
the same portion of the ditch of the bastion, which were used as 
bombproofs by a portion of the garrison. It has also been dis- 
covered that the Russians had cut a subterranean gallery from 
inside the parapet, under the ditch, to an advanced work which 
they used as a place d' acmes in making a sortie, and hitherto 
it had puzzled the French to understand how the men used to 
collect in this work without being seen. The elli'ct produced 
by the French mines in their saps can only be conceived by 
those who have looked down into the yawning craters of the 
cHonnoirs, after stumbling over tlie wild chaos of rocks cast up 
all round by the explosion, just as though the Titans aiid the 
(xods had met there in deadly combat. Some of these gulfs 
resemble the ])its of volcanoes. The Russians only intended to 
fire some of these mines in case of an assault on the Bastion 
beifig repulsed under circumstances which gave them a chance of 
occupying the enemy’s advanced saps ; others would have been 
fired only in case of a retreat from the city, in order to destroy 
as many of the enemy as possible, and to check pursuit ; and tho 
explosion was intended to destroy not only the French parallels, 
but the works of the Rastioii itself, so as to prevent the French 
turning the guns. There wei'e two gr three mines inside the Redan, 
and there w'cre some extensive galleries and mines in front of 
tho Malakhoff, but it was at the Bastion du 31 at, or FlagstafI 
Battery, that tho French and Russians put forth their strength 
in mine and counter-mine. The galleries are pushed for fifty 
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yards tlirougli the solid vock in several instances. Those labours 
are of the most stupendous character, and must have proved very 
exhausting to the garrison. 


ClIAPTKJt XLVII. 

OrU GRAVES IN THE CRIMEA ANU THU ALMA REVISITED. 

Memorials of the brave — Toiir of inspection in the Crimen — Diiriciilties of 
the Russian position — A fareuell — Two visits to the Alma — 'llu* route 
—Anecdotes of the battle — Dr. Thompson's heroism — Ueeolleetioiis. 

June .lO. 

The British Jirmy, relieved from the pimsuro of military duties, 
and warned of their approaching departure, labourwl, regiment 
by regiment, for many long \vcek.s, to erect memorials to the 
comrades whose remains will he loll behind him by the last 
Englishman who tiuits this soil ; and the w'orks of this nature, 
which their hasty einbarcatiou did not permit them to com- 
plete, have been undertaken by the few skilled* soldier-hibourers 
now belonging to the fragments of the army. The Chersonese 
is covered with isolated graves, with longer burial -grounih;, and 
dohiched cemetcrie.s from Balaklava to the verge of the roadstead 
of Sfebiislopol. Itavino and plain — hill and hollow — the road- 
sid(» and secluded valley — for miles around, from the sea to the 
Tchernaya, present those stark- white stones, singly or in groups, 
stuck upright in the arid soil, or just peering over the rank 
vegi‘talion which springs from beneath them. 

J hav(j already described Cathcart's-hill O^nictery. The burial- 
grounds of the Light and •J'eeoiid Divisions have since attained 
such dimensions that it would be impossible in a newspaper article 
to give oven an idea of their position, and of the monuments they 
eontjiin. Without pretending to oiler a guide-book, or to notice 
the many sad memorials of our losses and sufferings in the 
Primea, a brief supplementary notice* of some of tlie principal 
burial-grounds may not bo uninteresting. 

The French have taken but little pains with their graves. 
One large cemetery lias been fonned wdth great care and good 
taste near the old liikcrmann camp, but in general our allies havo 
not enclosed their burial places. The Sardinians have erected a 
pedestal and obelisk of stone on the heights of Balaklava, close 
VOL. II. HU 
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to their hotiplial, to the memory of their departed comrades, and 
we have erected similar monuments on tlie heights of Inher- 
manii and on the plain of llalaklava to commemorate the fifth 
of November and the twenty-fifth of October. These will endure 
for ages if they are jjermitted to remain untouch(‘d by man. 

In front of the salient angle of the liedan, at a few j’ards from 
the ditch, a handsome white stone obelisk has been 2 )ut up, with 
an inscription to the memory of those who fi U in the assaults on 
the place, engi'aved on one of the square slabs at the base. 

At the Malakhoft* there is nothing that I could see but a large 
wooden cross, at the head of a mound full of dead, with this 
inscrii)tion iii white paint (sic) : 

“ Unis pour la victoirc, 

Rcuiii par la nioi'b 
l>u &ol<lat c*est la gloire, 

Du brave e’est le sort.’ 

Outside the vineyard, at the English head-qnartors, there is a 
small graveyard which contains but two monuments. One, 
formed of a large horizontal slab of marble, marlws the spot 
where lies the body of our excellent Adjutant-Ch'neral, and in 
addition to some Russian inscriptions has the simple words — 
“ 'J'o the memory of Major-General J. Bucknall Estcourt, Adju- 
tant-General of tlio British army, who died of cholera, June 24, 
1855. Born 1802.** The next is a handsome cross — “ 1\) the 
memory of C. R. Cattley, Esq., who died of cholera while serv- 
ing on the staff of Lord Raglan, July, 1856.’* The nwt are all 
nameless. 

In a small enclosure, separated from the natural meadow on 
the slopes of Inkcnnami, near the most southerly point of the 
Russian attack, are threg monuments. The centre is a slab of 
fine white stone lying horizontally on two deep slabs of larger 
size, so that they form «s it were a small flight ol‘ steps. It 
bcai's a cross at the head and the following inscription : list 
Regiment. Sacred to the memory of Lieutenant-Colonel Car- 
penter, Captain Richards, Lieutenant Swaby, Lieutenant lor, 
Lieutenant Stirling, who fell at the Battle of Inkennann, Nov. 
5th, 1854; also of A .sistaut-Surgeon Lament, who died on the 
5th of January, 1855.” 

On the Iclli of this is a horizontal monument of stone, 
inscribed — “ Sacred to tbc memory of Sergeant- IMajor Spence, 
41st Regiment, who was hilled at the Battle of Inkennann. on 
the 6th of November, 1851, aged 28 years;*’ and on the right 
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is €*1 smaller slab — “ Sacred to the memory of J. LilHos^ private, 
4l8t Jiofjimeiit, who was killed at the Ihittle of lukeniiann.** 
There are. many other graves scattered up and down over the 
slot>c of the hilt, and a largo enclosure is devoted almost exclu- 
sively to the 30th Itcgiineiit. 

It is impossible to go over tlie ground regularly in a letter, 
but 1 have reason to believe that the Kngineer olJiccr, Lieute- 
nant Brine, will execute a pliui of all llio graveyards in and 
about the plateau, so that they may he easily identified. In 
leaving the Inkermann plateau, and proceeding down the Woron- 
zow-road past the burialground of the Light Division, you conic 
on tlie rear of Gordon’s batteiy. Here many a poor fellow has 
been brought to die, and then has found a resting-place near tho 
pcene of Ids last light. Over one mound there is a stone, 
“ Sacred to the memory of E. Churchill and W. Latliman, 
kil](‘d ]7tli October, and of J. Radmore, killed ISth dune, of 
H.j\l.S. ‘ Diamond.’ ” Further on, behind the first pai*al]e], 
there is a monument, “ Sacn^d to the memory of Sergeant R, 
IViH'oy, H.M. 55tli llogiinent, who fell in tho assault on the 
Quarries on tho evening of the 7th »luiie. Erected by his 
aflectioiiate brother, flohii M'Coy, Coloui* Sergeant, 40th J'cgi- 
nieiit.” This is an afiecting proof of hroth(‘rly love, but sonic- 
Avliiit further on two soldiers have given a still more conspicuous 
proof of the same feeling. In front of tho third parallel, and 
just in rear of the Quarries, tliero is a very handsome stone slab, 
surrounded with a line wall of out stone. The slab is richly 
ornamented and (yirved, and hears the following inscription : — 
“ Erected by William and James Weir, <1,7 th Jtegiment, to tho 
memory of their beloved brother Robi*rt, who was killed in tlie 
trenches before Sebastopol on the 12th of July, 1855, aged 31. 
Also to Sergeant J . Keefe of the same regiment, who w;i.s killed 
at tho same time and place. — ‘ Blessed arc the servants whom 
the Lord when he comes shall find wnitching.’ — Luke xii.” 

In a secluded ravine, once busy with frequent marches and 
resounding with the roar of cannon, the bursting of shells, and 
the turmoil of tho neighbouring camps, lie all that was mortal 
of those of the Naval Brigade who rest in tho Crimea. The 
cemetery is enclosed by a wall, and is entered by a gateway, 
in good preservation. The first stone which strikes the eye is 
a handsome vertical slab of marble, wjj^h a cross engraved, and 
the inscriptions, “ Requicscat in jKice. Sacred to tho memory of 
Lieutenant E. II. Hughes D’Acth, late First Lieutenant of Her 
H It 2 
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Majesty ship * Sidon/ who, after having served nine months 
on shore with the Naval Brigade, died of cholera August 7, 
1865, aged 34 years. This stone is erected by the captain and 
officers of Her Majesty’s ship * Sidon,’ in testimony of their 
esteem and regard.’* The second grave is inscribed, “ Sacred to 
the memory of J. Nichols, who was killed in action on tlio 8th 
of September, 1855, aged 24. ‘ L'nto the Lord I lift up my 

soul.’ *’ The third is a simple memorial, “ To the memory of 
William Barry, 1855. ‘Him that cometh to me I will in 
nowise cast off.* *’ No. 4. “ To J. IMnhorn, lute gunners* 
mate. Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Albion May (>, 1855 ; aged 32.” 
No. 5. “ In memory of W. Hiibank, W. »Tones, S. Smith, and 
S. Wallace, killed in action ; erected by the crew of Her Majesty’s 
ship ‘ Albion,’ in token of their respect.” No. 6. “ In 
memory of William Haynes, Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Albion,* 
killed in Greenhill Battery, April 9.” No. 7. “ To .John 
Mullet, Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Leander.’ ” No. 8. “ To C. 
Gaston, Her Majesty’s ship * Leander.’ ” No. 9. “ To .J, 
Tobin, died of wounds received in action.” Beneath is this 
quaint inscription ; — 

“ I am anchored here below with many of the fleet, 

But once again we will set ssiil our Admiral Christ to meet.'* 

Ill the north-west angle of the enclosure are four graves without 
stones. In the second row are seventeen graves, of which eight 
are marked by headstones. In the third row there arc thirteen 
gi’aves, two of which have slabs and inscriptions to the memory 
of seamen, named Collis and Hughes. The third grave is dis- 
tinguished by a fine slab — “ To the ineinory of Lieutenant W. 
II.' Houglas, E.N., Her Majesty’s ship ‘Queen,* killed 11th 
April while serving in the battery with the Iloyal Navaj 
Brigade at the siege of kibastopol.” Next is a fine monument 
— “ Sacred to the memory of Lieutenant 8. Twyford, R.N., who 
was killed by the fire from the Kussian trenches while serving 
with the Naval Brigade, April 9, 1855.” At the foot there is 
a handsome slab, with a similar inscription in Kussian cha- 
racters. In the same row (No. 5) there is a substantial and 
massive monument — “ lu memory of Henry John Spalding, 
R.N., mate of Her Majesty’s ship ‘London,* killed in the 
trcnche.s before Sebastojipl on the 21st of January, 1855.” No. 

<) is to “ K. Gardner, Her Majesty’s ship ‘ London,’ killed 
April the 9th, 1865.” In the fourth row there are thirteen 
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graves — No. 1 is to “ J. Arnold, Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Leandcr/ 
killed on tlie 8th of Juno, 1855.” No. 2. to “ J. JVseoe, Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Ltiaiidor,’ killed on the 9th of June, 1855.” 
No. 8, to “ O. Cass, Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Leander,* killed in 
the storming party at tlio Eedan on the 18th of June, 1855.” 
No. 6 is a large and well-executed tomb with inscriptions on the 
slabs in English and llussian. It is inscribed, “ In memory ol' 
Lacon Ubsher Hammett, Commander K.N., of Her Majesty ’a 
ship ‘London,’ who wtis killed in the trenches before Sebas- 
topol, August 17, 1855, while serving with the Naval Brigade 
and in command of its batteries of the right attack.” In the 
fifth row are thirteen graves. No. 1 is a small stone “ Siicred 
to the memory of Lieutenant T.. O. Kidd, killed in Iho action 
before Sebastopol, June 18, 1855; aged 21.” No. 2 is to “ E. 
Collins, January 7, 1855.” The other graves arc nameless. On 
the sixth row there are thirteen gi*aves, of which only one is 
provided with any memorial, and this one is a large slab of 
wood already decaying, and inscribed as follows : — “ Sacred to 
the memory of the following seamen of Her Majesty’s ship 
‘ Queen,* serving in the Naval Brigade before Sclwistopol — 
George Sullivan, K. Names, B. Ladrick, W. Good, J. Moitows, 
J. Duggan, J. Davison, P. M. Collier, W. Soulsby, J. Trim, J. 
Bryant, N. Harvey, W. Jones, B. Taylor, Jl. Hill, W. M'Donald, 
P. Eddy, J. Symons, H. J. Bazing, J. Corbally, J. Phillips, S. 
Welch, J. Blewitt, J. Medliii, *1. Cotfin, Pat MahoiU‘y, K. Johns, 
T. Lanehan, T. Clark, H. Che.^tor, and P. Driver.” In the.- 
seventh row are fourteen graves. No. 1 a wooden slab, “ Sacred 
to the memory of J. Price, J. Keed, W. Davidson, and E. 
Quinn, who fell in action in the execution of their duty on the 
18th of rlune ; also of J. Murphy, J. Ennis, and Michael ICearns, 
who fell in the storming party the same day, much lamented by 
their shipmates, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ llodney.* ” No. 2 is a 
large wooden slab — “Sacred to the memory of J. Glanville^ 
killed 9th of April, aged 28 ; S. Turner, killed in action April 
11th, aged 25 ; J. Woodford, killed in aption 14th of April ; D. 
]jogan, killed in action 6th of June; J. Lane, W. Wheeler, R. 
Morris, J. Callinane, J. Brooks, J. Swift, T. Short, Fullerton P. 
Donaghue. This board is erected by the ship’s company of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘ Wasp,’ in token of respect to their departed 
shipmates.” The grass grows green over these graves, and 
numberless wild ilowers have sprung up in the rich mould of tho 
ravine. The enclosure is but a short way from the site of th& 
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camp of the Naval I'l-Iirado, but it is situatc'd on tljo k*ft-baiul 
side of Uic ravine as you descend towards Sebastopol, whereas 
the sailors ])itched tlieir tents on the I'ij^ht-hand side. 

Hy the side of tlie road from llalahlava to the front there are 
two f^raveyards tilled witli slabs and with monuments in cut 
stone, one erected by the Army Works Corps to their own oHicers 
and men who died here: the otlie., the work of the same corps, 
in memory of the olficers and men of the Land Transport Corps 
who fell by sickness in the Chimea. 

In the plain below the site of the Turkish camp, near head- 
quarters, stands a solitary' gi*ave. It is cnclos(‘d by a Mihstaiitial 
stone wall, and the liead is marked by a handsome slab of oolite, 
or white sandstone, with an ornamental carvin^^ above an in- 
cised cross. On the body of the stone is engi*aved — “ Sacred to 
the memory of (^olonel Ilalfour O^ilbj’’, who died duly 12th, 
1855. — This stone was erected as a mark of r^‘^pect by his 
brother officers.*’ Such isolated records are not unconniiori. Poor 
Ogilhy ! I travelled with him to the East ivhon he came out in 
Eebruary, 1854, to seek service in the Turkish army under his 
friend Colonel Cannon, and I soon heard of his distinguisliing 
himself at Silistria, and subsequently of his gallant behaviour at 
Euiiatoria. Wliile the Turkish army was lying inactively on 
the hills near Lord Kaghm’s quarters, ho sickened and died just 
at the very time that Omar Pasha had triumphed over the 
scruples and objections of the allied generals to the removal of 
Ills troo])s to Kutais. 

The burial-ground of the non-commissioned ollicers and men 
of the Brigade of Guards is enclosed by a substantial wall. It 
is entered by a handsome double gate, ingeniously constructed 
of wood, and iron lioops hammered out straight, aucT painted, 
which is hinged on two massive pillars of cut stone, with orna- 
mental capitals, each si mounted by a cannon ball. There aro 
six rows of graves, e:ich row containing thirty or more bodies. 
Over each of these is either a tomb-stone or a mound, fenced in 
by rows of white stones, with the initials or sometimes the 
name of him who lies below, marked on the mould by means of 
pebbles. Pacing the gate, and close to it stands a large stone 
cross, erected on a series of four massive blocks of the same 
material. On the west face of the block supporting the cross 
aro the words — “ Grenadiers, Coldstreams, Scots Fusilier Guards, 
A.D. 1856.” On the opposite face is the following inscription — 

•• To the memory of the non-commissioned officers and men of 
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thu brij^jule of (jiuivds, who IHl in the* Criinoji, this cross was 
erected by their survivin'^ comnules, .\.d. 185(h” There iiro but 
lew monumeiitid stones in this eeinotor\ ; one is a stone cross, 
with the inscription, “'Sticrcd t-o the nuMnory of Lieutenant A. 
Hill, 22nd Kei^imcnt, who died June 21, 1855. Tliis stone wjw 
erected by his friends in the Crimea/* Another is “ In memory 
oJ‘ Seri^eant-Major Itennie, 9Jrd Highlanders. Ercctc’d by a 
ti-ieiid.” A tliird is “ Sacred to the memory of Sergeant George 
iMnneor. Erected by a friend/' A fourth is to “Qiiai*tcr- 
master J. 31* Donald, 72nd Itcgiment, who died, on the Kith of 
S(']jteniber, from a wound received in the trenches before Sebas- 
toj)ol on the 8th of September, aged thii-ty-five years." 

1'lie little tour made by Major llannnersley. Captain Hrooke, 
and 3lr. Sinclair in the noHh of the Crimea only demonstrated 
more clearly the enormous dilHculties experienced by our enemies 
in maintaining tbeir position. It did more ; it satisfied every 
one who board their confirmation of previous details, that if the 
allies had advanced after the 8th of September, and followed tho 
enemy, suiti^osing they retreated, or forced tlicir position and 
defeated them in ease they stood, the whole Russian army of tho 
South mu.st have surrendered prisoners of war, and that Chcr- 
soii, IJerisJatf, Nicholaietf, and Odessa would have been seriously 
nieiiaeed. All the north sale, its guns, its garrison, all the mate^ 
ridf all the provisions and magazines of Hakshiserai and Sim- 
])heropol, must have fallen into our hands, and about 00,000 or 
70,000 men. ** Hut why so?” sonic one will ask “Could 
they not have got away ?” 3Iost certainly not. There are 
but two outlets from tlie Crimea; tho first is by the isthmus 
at Cerckop, the second is by tlie bridge over the Jhitrid Sea at 
^rchoiigar. The approach to these outlets lies over waterless, 
foodless plateaux, broken up by deep salt lakes. The wells, 
which yield a scanty supply of disagreeable water, are profound 
pits, of wliich the shallow(?st is 100 feet, and many are as deep 
as 150 to 250 feet. Tlicy arc scattered over the country veiy 
sparely, and they contain but little water. Under such circum- 
stances, the Russians have been obliged to pour in their rein- 
furceinciits by dribblets, to carry water whenever they wanted to 
push on even a single regiment, and to take the greatest care 
of the wells on their way ; in one word, it was impossible lor 
them ever to liave marched a l)ody ot 6000 or 6000 men by 
either of those routes in dry weather. Imagine how helpless 
would have been the position oi an army of 70,000 or 80,000 
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men of fill arms, broken and dispirited, luMuined in by tliis salt 
prairie and by the watei*s of the Sivasli, and stru^^j^liny’ in vain 
to reach those outlets under a burning sun, and pressed by a 
victorious enemy. Tliey could not march, nor, if they once got 
awa}'’, could vr3 have jmrsued ; but no (jcneral in his senses 
'would have risked the entire destruction of his army by retreat- 
ing under circumstances like those from the south of the Crimea ; 
and the Kussians confess their positic u was hopeless had they 
been attacked and beaten at an}^ point along Iheir lines. It is 
believed, indeed, by many persons that Marslial Pelissier re- 
ceived orders from the Kmperor after the fall of Sebastoijol not 
to attempt anything further against the enemy, inasmuch as 
the glory of the arms of France had culminated at the JVlala- 
khotf, and the prospect of an agreeable peace was visible to the 
keen eye of the accomplished politician. If such were indeed 
tho case, the Czar is under deep obligations to his Imperial 
cousin. As to the Kiiglish Generals, since Lord ibighin’s 
death, and even, according to M. de llazancourt, helbre it, they 
rather represented, in their relations with the French, the 
lllakcs and Cuestas of Spain with Wellington, than those of our 
Marl borough 8 with the Eugenes of j)ast time ; and even if we 
had had a larger army Ilian France, 1 doubt if our Simpsons 
and Codringtons could hold their own again.st the persistence 
and brusque determination of our allies in council. When our 
travellers were at Perckop, they observed tliat the defences f)l‘ 
the place, such as they were, consisted of redoubts directed 
against an advance from Euasia Proper, and not from the south 
of the Ch-imea, and they made a similar discovery at Tchongar, 
where the U'teHle-jwnt was strongly fortilied towards the north, 
and was open towards tlio south. These works were, in fact, 
mo.stly thrown up at the time of the Kinburii expedition, which 
the Eussians very naturally Ijclieved to bo the precursor of an 
immediate operation against their army in the Crimea, to the 
results of whicli they looked with very great apprehension. At 
Perekop they found General Von Wrangcl, who received them 
with much hospitality and kindness. The old Tartar citadel 
and the rera.ains of a wall and parapet are still visible ; but tho 
delences of tho place are very weak ; water is very scjarce, and 
veiy bad ; but the climate is healthy, except when tho wind 
blows across the iSivash. So miserable was the condition of tho 
Eussians, however, that no less than 25,(MM) men were killed by 
sickness and disease at Perekop, and their bodies lie in the- 
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cavtli around Unit fatal villasci.*. Tliove were lari^o lios]iitAls and 
ambulances cstublislicd hero, but, lari^o as th(*y wore, they were 
fur too small for the demands upon thorn, and niuny convoys of 
sick had to hi sent on to Cherson, Herislaif, and Nichohlielf. At 
Tchongar the tourists were ivfusod porniission to pass tho 
bridge, and that refusal was coidirmed by the General i*oni- 
iiianding at Genitchi, to w'hom they applied to rescind tho deci- 
sion of his subordinate. They ex.iininod the bridge, however, 
and found it was well and substantially built of wood. The 
waters of tho Sivash are as clear as crystal, and are so intensely 
bitter that no lisli frojpients them except a small floundci’. The 
bottom consists of a stratum of fine shells, of two or three 
inches in thickness, just suflicientto bear a man tieading lightly 
upon it, l)jit if one presses wdth all his weight down on this 
crust of shells it breaks beneath his feet, and up rushes a quan- 
tity of black mud and a bubbling stream of stinking gas. pro- 
baldy sulphuretted hydrogen, wdiich has perhaps obtained for 
this lagoon such an unseemly title. 

The baTiks are high and steep, and in the centre of the stream 
there is a channel, about nine feet deep, all tho way from 
Genitchi to the bridge of 'JVhongar. Tlie use of the word 
“ stream*’ may ho objected to by those who are not aware that 
this sea present.^ tho curious jdicnoinenon of a steady current 
running from Genitchi west to Perekop, wdnuo there is no out- 
let whatever, so that there mu^t be an under cmT(‘nt out again, 
or, as the natives believe, a prodigious evaporation on the shoals 
at the extremity of the sea. Another interesting i)oint our 
friends visited was the Fortress of Arabat, which, it may be 
recollected, was bombarded for several liour.s^ by the allied 
squadron of light steamers and gun-boats immediately alter they 
entered the Sea of Azoif. *riiis bomlmrdment was made much 
of at the time, and figures perhaps as one ol those glorious 
achievements in that sea of which we have been recently as- 
tonished to hear. The fact is, Imwever, that not only wiis little 
or no harm done to the fortress, but^that the Kussians claim it 
as a victory, and have promoted the ollicer who commanded for 
beating off the allied tleot.” Such will always be the result of 
ail attack by sea on .any land defences so long as the enemy 
retain one gun to lire when tlie attack has ceased ; and it appears 
bad policy tb bombard any fortress, unless it is done with tho 
determination of smashing and silencing every piece within its 
walls. The Spit Arabat was very b’ttle used at any time by 
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tliii ciioniy, iiiul ti curious instance ol* the ignorance of our clnul- 
niakers was discovered on rererring to the sites of wells marked 
on the maps. There were no wells on the Spit at all, and that 
lor the simple reason that they were not reipiired. The water 
of the Sea of Azoif close to the Spit is quite fresh, and can be 
drunk with sahity by man or beast. The salt lakes are very 
conspicuous features in the desolate scenery of northern Ci-inioa. 
They are surrounded by very high ])recipit.ous banks ; and the 
waters seem black from their gi*eat depth. One of th(;se, Lake 
Veliki, is connected with IVrekop by the line of redoubts, seven 
in number, recently constructed. Wherever these abound, fresh 
Avater is rare, and the wells are deep. Each village has about 
two wells, and the supply is so small that it would take a day 
at any one station to water a regiment of cavalry. In the soulh 
there is abundance of fresh water, of blooming vnllcys, of fruit, 
corn, vines, and forest trees; but for the cultivation and growth 
of these, Kussia is mainly indebted to the industrious (icrmaii 
colonists. Kronthal, I^eiisatz, Friedenthal, Kosentbal, Zuiich- 
thal, lleilbronn, and other villages Ibnnded by these Industrious 
people, are patterns of neatness and frugal comfort. J\lost of 
the emigrants came from Wurtemburg, and they still think and 
speak fondly of “ fatherland,’’ but the Russians give them small 
ground for complaint. They are exempt from all military 
service for 1(K) years, and their only tribute to the Stattj is a 
capitation tax of twenty silver roubles, which thc'y are in general 
w(*ll able to pay. It is now proposed to extejid those settlements, 
and to introduce on a very large scale the system of military 
colonies, to be peopled by pure Russians. Vast as the po])nla- 
tion of Russia is in the aggregate, the extent of her territory is 
such that, in the present state of internal communiciition, it is 
dililcult for her to concentrate troops, notwithstanding the ruth- 
less system of conscriptioiL compulsory levies, and percentage 
enlistments. Towards the end of the war, Sebastopol swallowed 
up her armies by whole divisions, and a battalion a-day was 
engulfed in the yawning craters of our shells. The march of a 
regiment through a country such as lias been described was as 
fatal as a battle, and it was customary to estimate the reduction 
ill strength caused by moving from Odessa to Sebastopol at 
115 per cent. Jior» de combat. During the Avorst days of its 
trials the Russian army in the Crimea lost 5(X) men a-day ! 
This does not include casualties caused in the siege. 'J'he attention 
of their medical men has been directed to the enormous losses of 
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tlioir army, and to its extreme unhealthincss in campaigns ; 
and a J?oard, consisting of a few of tlieir most eminent men, 
has made minute impiiries into the medical administration of 
the allied armi(*s. They wcri' greatl}'^ impressed with what they 
sinv at Jlalciklava, and one of them exclaimed, “ AVe heard you 
were nreparc'd for a three years’ war ; we find you arc ready for 
twenty.” Throughout tlicir long and interesting tour of forty- 
two days on horsehack, the little party, whose course I have 
briefly indicated, were received with the greatest kindness and 
hospitality hy all the Kussiaus except on one occasion. The 
(Jenernl at Perekop was particularly kind, and his Staff vrero .so 
attentive tliat our otlieers exchanged swords with them, and, 
having sent those th(‘y got in return to Simpheropol, they com- 
l»leted fh(^ greaha* i)art of the tour unarmed. To (leneral 
Wrangel tliey also were indebted for mueh kindncs.s and con- 
sideration. 

As the ‘‘Calcutta” cleared out of the harbour, the crews of 
the “ Li‘a\^ler” and “ Sanspareil” gave the gallant ship and 
her cai’go three cheers spontaneously — an nnimnal compliment 
from mcii-of- war’s men. The Hussars retimicd the 011061*8, and 
ill a few moments more tlie shores of the Crimea were fading 
from the view with the last rays of the setting sun, lighting the 
frowning cliffs of Capo Aya, and huniisliing up the copper- 
coloured rocks which lined the rugged coast. Tlio men rclHp,sed 
into silence. “ How happy should I be, only I’m thinking of 
the poor fellows wc leave behind,” said a soldier, after a pause. 
“ Yes ! but they did their work, and we Iiave no cause to be 
ashamed of them, thank (loti !” wa8 tlie reply of his neighbour ; 
“ and so good-bye to the Crimea!” 

C.'WIP BEFORE SEllAS'rorOL. 

r liavo now gone twice to the Alma, and have examined 
the ground of the batfle with tlie ignorance of a civilian and 
the interest of a llriton. The road from tho plateau, on 
wliicli for one long year the hopes and fears and anxieties of 
civilized Europe were concentrated, leads down from the ridge 
on which tho battle of Inkermann was mainly fought to the 
deep ravine out of which the materials for the^iansions, quays, 
harbours, docks, and forts of Sebastopol have been hewed. It 
presenU a wild and de.solato aspect. The graves of the slain 
are imnicrous. I'lic slabs of oolite tower perpendicularly for 
several hundred feet on the right hand and the left to the verge 
of the elevated plateau, and rLsc, like great white walls of 
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masoni’y, aloft from ii l»aso of Imj^e blocks and disintc'>Tat(Hl 
masses of the same substance. This ravine, deepening as it 
descends, falls at ri<;ht angles to the valley through which the 
Tchernaya eats its way to the head of the Koads of vScbnslo])ol. 
At the lower end of the ravine the aqueduct spans it, and them 
is carried on a light and handsome bridge of masonry, supported 
on some ten or twelve arches right acioss, and disappears in a 
tunnel through the solid rock on the lell hand side. l*assing 
underneath, through one of the arches, 3^11 find yourself b}’’ the 
banks of the sluggish Tchernaya, and a ride of 50 CJ! 3'ards or so 
past the perpendicular clifls, pen-forated with caves, which bound 
the margin of the valle}', leads 3’^ou to the causewa3^ across the 
marsh towards Inkcrmiiiin. An excellent wooden bridge, built 
by our engineers, streUihes across the river, and the marsh be- 
yond is crossed by a high causeway. At the near end are our 
guard tents ; and the pass is kept by Kussian and Knglish 
sentries, who seem on very good terms with each other. Arrived 
to the end of the causeway, the dills of northern Inkormann are 
above you, and the road winds up to a ravine which l(‘ads 3'ou 
to their recesses. A curious chapel and monkery in the caves 
are visible in the face of the dill*. Embrasures are above, be- 
fore, and on each side of you on entering these fastnesses. The 
black ynipils of these dull eyes Inyre been removed, but there is 
enough of the works left to show how hot and frequent the}' 
could have flashed on you in their anger. There arc live 
batteries on various points of this ravine, and the slopes of the 
plateau alFord many fine sites for fudd artillery or guns of 
position. The road is good. On the right, about a mile from 
the entrance of the ravine, are numerous deep shafts in the clay, 
from which the Russians draw their supply of water. The road 
winds gradually upwards till it leads' you to the level of the 
north plateau of Inkcrmau , just as the Quarries road took 3'ou 
down "from the south plateau to the level of the valle}' of the 
Tchernaya, from which you arc now ascending. Hero is the 
Russian camp, at which we have so often gazed from the 
heights on the right of our position. It is now ver}’ much 
altered in appeartncc. The huts have boon abandoned, and the 
men are living in a very pretty, dean, and well-kept camp of 
canvas, but the purlieus are very dirty, and have the usual 
disagreeable smell of Russian quai*tors. The tents are square 
in shape, and at the top, which tapers to a point from the side 
of the wall, there is a knob, gilt or painted, which gives them 
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an air of finish. The paths or streets of the camp arc bordered 
with wild flowers and fir branches. The regiments stationed 
here belong to the Seventh Division, which forms the First 
Division of the third corps iVarnute, and ai*e as well as I 
could ascertain, the l;lth (Smolensko) and 14th (Folitscli), and 
number about (KXK) men. There is a brigade of field artillery- 
two batteries — close to this camp, and the x^icecs are very well 
kept, and in excellent condition. The cantonments extend as 
far as the heights #ver the valley of the Belbek cm the left hand 
side, and could have eont;iined about 18,000 men, which con- 
siderably exceeds the strength of the whole of the IScventh 
J)ivisiou. A steep road descending from the verge of the 
X)lateau, at tin; xioint where the Russian bazaiir is established, 
leads t(^ the Helbek, which is crossed by two bridges. One of 
these is a line, well-built new structure of wood ; the other is 
that by which tins army crossed in the flank march, and the 
X)ost-honse near which Sir (leorge Cathcart took up his quartera 
still remains intact. The Fourth Division bivouacked here the 
night befoN) we entered llalaklava, when Lord Raglan 8lex)t at 
Traktir, on the Tchernaya, and Sir George was very uneasy, on 
account of his isolati^d x^osition, separated, as he was, from the 
rest of the army, and believing that a body of Russians inter- 
vened between them. It was from this that General Windham 
I'ode witli des[)atches to the Katcha, anticix>ating (^'ommandcr 
Maxhc’s arrival from the Tchernaya by more than half-an-hour, 
and from this neighbourhood the army turned towards Mac- 
kenzie. Lord Raglan reconnoitred Sebastopol from a liillock 
close to the road on the right, a short time before we fell in 
with the rear-guard and baggage of the enemy. Jluvarkoi, or 
Relbck, is greatly changed since then — the trees have been cut 
down, and tlie valley, once so beautiful, blooms no more. The 
villas have been used as hosjiitals, and there are many Russian 
graves, marked with black wooden crosses, in the neighbouring 
ravines. From this valley you ascend another steep hill to the 
top of the which lies betw'ccn it and the valley of 

the Katcha. The ground is covered with dwarf trees and 
thick brushwood, full of lizards and small birds, which 
arc pm*>«i?<Juted by numerous falcons and hawks. There are 
patches of naked ground and ashes scattered over the plateau, 
Avhich show where x»ai’ties of the enemy were encamped; but 
the country is not suited for largo bodies of men, as water 
is not to be had, except at the rivers. Tlic plateau is inter- 
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sectcd by numerous woody ravines, and the tracks followed by 
the allied armies are plainly visible. They have lieen much 
used by the Russians. A ride of three-quarters of an liour 
takes us to the valley of the ICatcha, still beautiful and rich 
with verdure, for this part of it is too far IVoiu the immediate 
operations of war, and too much out of the track Ironi llakshi- 
serai, td have sulfered much. The pl.^c which we approach was 
once the village of Eskel ; it is now in ruins. The Tartar houses 
are pulled dowm or unroofed ; the population have fled ; and the 
llussian houses are just as they WTie left by the Cossacks on our 
approach after the Alina. The church t^lemr.s brij^htly throu”;h 
the dense branches of the fruit trees, which are covered wdth 
blossoms, but he lar'jje tracts of vineyards w'hich welcomed us 
nearly three years ago, are now uncultivated. The Doctor's 
bouse is in a sad jilight, one of the first \ve entered after the Alma, 
and is still the picture of neglect and ruin. Lord llaglan’s 
comfortable residence' is in the custody of an old Tartar, who 
shows the broken furniture, the sofas ripped open, the chairs 
smashed, and the beds cut up, with great pride, aiftl leads one 
to infer pretty jdainly that Luskie did all the mischief. It w'as 
at this village that the Russians halted to r<icover breath after 
their headlong flight from the Alma, and from it. they fled tlu‘ 
same night in panic on the ciy being raised that tin; allie; 
were coming. The Katcha is a deep narrow stream wit., olteu 
banks, and some people think it ’would have afforded a Letter 
position than the Alma; but, in fact, it is too near Sebastopol. 
We found a few Russian soldiers in the houses; and on the 
first occasion it happened to he the (Ireek Easter Sunday, and 
we Avero most hospitably entertained ly a poor Russian family, 
who insisted on our partaking of painted egg.s, of salt pork 
steeped in vinegar, and cjibbage, of brown bread, butter, vodka, 
or white home-made brand g and Crim tobacco, and then on 
embracing us because we were Christians — a severe punish- 
ment, which, if often repeated, might lead to recantation. Cross- 
ing the Katdia by the bridge over which our army filed into 
Eskel, we find ourselves on. the steppe — the dry barren plain 
studded with tumuli, which extends in w'avy folds right aw ay to 
Perekop. At this season of the year it is glorious with large 
beds of wild flowers, sweet pea, roses, mignonette, thyme, 
orchids of all kind, sweet William, and many other varieties, 
whose tame and developed species are tlie ornaments of our gar- 
dens at home ; it is musical, too, with the song of birds singing 
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to their mates in the n'^st; hut in September it is an arid, 
scorched waste, covered with coarse hay, and, as it is devoid of 
wati r, it is unfit for pasturaj^o. 'J'lie ride to the Alma from the 
Katcha is not more than eij^ht miles, but it seems twice the dis- 
tance. The white telegraph station over the river,* which stood 
on tlie lui.ssian left, can be seen for many miles on a clear day, 
but on IJie ste])pc niiraj^e is very common, and the. horizon is 
rarely well-delliied. Ir is often lost in a fantastic margin resem- 
blini^ the sea-line <>f an agitated ocean. Ihistards, on the gui 
rirr about lli('ir yoiinj; ones, soar slowly before us, and eagles, 
vultnr(‘s, and many s])eeies of falcons tiro visible in pm suit of 
their prey, whieli must consist for the most part of Lares, winch 
aiv very lai'^e and numerous. Some of these hares have been 
fi)und to wei^’ ten or twelve pound, u. d I have Heard of a 
monster wlio turned the scale at fourteen pound. In one of 
the hollows in the steppe, about tliree miles trom the Alma, 
there is a small hamlet, but, with this exception, not a habita- 
tion is viai^Je over the whole of this vast expanse of land. It 
is famous ground for a long canter, or as much of a gallop as 
your horse wdll stand ; so wdth flu? help of an occasional scurry 
after a hare the distance melts away, and as we go crushing 
through the sw^eot (lowers, the telegraph rises higher and clearer 
till we i)ull u]) at the foot of the mound on which it stands. 
This v\as the scene of a herce struggle, and it was hero the 
French had some really liard fighting before they forced the 
enemy to tl}'. The telegraph is a quadrilateral figure of wliite 
stone, and it has never been finished. It is covered with names ; 
and on one side is engraved La liataiUc iV Alma^ S Sep- 
Inuhrc." The IVencli liad mil the right date, the 2(Jth ; but 
tin* Russians obliterated it, and altered it to their own Myle. 
'fhero are 15 largo sepulchral mounds around the telegraph, 
wliereiii lie Frencli .and Russians, and the ravines are still full 
of bones, and of fragments of clothing and accoutrements. 

( \annon-sliofc appear to have been carefully removed. There is 
an excellent view of tlu* French position and attack from the 
edge of Ibe plateau, Tlie enemy must have had every move- 
ment of the allies under tlieir eyes from the' time tlicy left 
Uoiiljanak till they halted to form for battle; and the spectacle 
ronld not liave been one to have given them much courage, or 
to have inttuer.eed their ardour. The Russians declare they had 
only 33,000 or 3 1-,(K)() on the field ; hut. admitting tliat to he 
so, they made a had tight, considering the position they occupied, 
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and their cavalry exhibited that passive and unenterprising cha- 
racter which it maintained througliout the war. An officer of 
the old IVstal regiment told me that he charg(jd our lirst 
attacking Innly wlien they were checked with the bayonet, and 
that if all tlio troops inside and on the Hanks of the redoubts 
had rushed out simultaneously, the day would have been lost 
to us ; hut he was rather surprised when lie heard that our 
Third and Fourth Divisions were still intncl., and that the 
Guards, whom he supposed to have been routed, were never 
broken except in tluj centre, wdicre the Sijots Fusiliers wavered 
for a time in their advance under the heavy fire of the llussians 
and the pressure of the disjointed groups of the Light Division. 
The French arc disposed to think that the English were too 
slow in beginning the attack, which it was agreed should not 
bike place till our allies had gained the lelt of the ILissian 
position. It is certain that Lord Ilaglan received one, if not 
two, pressing messages from Alarshal St. Arnaud to hasten his 
columns : but one may ask how it was that here, as f . ery where 
else, the honour of taking the initiative was ceded to our allies, 
and the opportunity given to them of saying “ 'fhe Fnglish 
were too late.’* They only numbered 23,(){)0, whereas we had 
about 27,CK)0. If it resulti'd from their position on our right, 
w’hy did they take the left when we halted before Sebastopol 
The assaults on the place were made on the sanie principle — the 
French lirst, the English afterwards ; and, whether it be true or 
false that we were ** too late,” there can he no doubt there was 
from the beginning a tendency to say so. It is beyond question, 
in the opinion of many officers, that the Light Division were 
not followed closely enough bj’’ the First in their advance up the 
lull at the Alina. In other words, the latter were too slow or 
“ too late.'* The French did their jiart admirably, and their in- 
telligence and personal ictivity were wonderlully displayed in 
their progress up the steep ravines and sides oI‘ the high banks 
of the plateau, but their loss in killed and wounded was 
under 700 men, while ouis was just 2000. The Admiral lionet 
Willaumez, in his recent so-ci\\hd Jfisto}y of t/tc French jS\uy, 
distinctly avers that the English (leiicral w^ould not permit the 
victoiy to be followed np by marching next day, and that the 
French were retarded by their allies. A diflerent impression 
prevails in our Jirmy, but this is one of the points which must 
be cleared up for history by those who were in the confidence of 
Lord Raglan. The statement, at all events, shows what was 
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the holief of the chef (Tctat major of the French jiavy in the 
Hlack Rea. Of the necessity and of the motives for the delay, 
of its results, of the practicahilily of getting such aid from t)ie 
fleet as would have relieved us entirely from the charge of 
wounded, and prisoners, I shall not speak ; but it is to be re- 
marked that the feebleness and iiubeeility of our arrangements 
in tliis portion of our administration became apparent at the 
very first pressure by the abandonment of our ambulances just at 
th(^ very time they were most needed, by the disgraceful ex- 
hibition of tlie “ Kangaroo*’ crowded with sick and wounded till 
she liad to make the signal that she was unmanageable and un- 
safe ill the sight of the whole fleet, by the sulferings of her 
mls(‘rablc cargo, left to the charge of one surgeon, wlio could 
not attend to a tithe of his patients, and who could not even 
get at them if he could have dressed their woimds, and by the 
wretched, foolish, and cruel expedient of leaving another sm'gcon, 
Mr. Thom])son, .and his servant on the field to take care of 700 
wounded men. Dr. Thompson felt the hopelessness and positive 
cruelty or'ouch a proceeding, and remonstrated against it, 
but he was told it had been ^‘ordered,” and that if the 
“Cossacks” came down his “professional character” would 
protect him. Standing on the banlcs of the Alma, one has 
many bitter reflections to make, and all the glories of that 
mune cannot sweeten them. The battle itself was one of 
the most brilliant in the world — the shortest and shai’pest, 
.and oiu’ arm}’, young in battle but veteran in service, displayed 
tlic best qualities of British infantry. Wc have since heal'd of 
the incredulity, of the dismay, with which the nows was w- 
eeivod in St. Petersburg, jind of the subseijuent eagerness of the 
Bussi.an army to avenge tlie dcfe.it and to luiiTy to the Crimea, 
to drive the allies into the sea. ’I'Jicy found .a barrier they could 
not break at Inkerinaun ; but they iu-e a people prone to put 
faith in then* own invincibility, and slow to credit defeat, and 
they believe in themselves even yet. The position of the Alma 
is so well m;irked that it can never be mistaken by any ihture 
visitors. The Frcncli alUickcd the steep and almost peipen- 
dicular cliffs, which are broken here and there by ravines whidi 
mount upwards from tla* river. They were divided from us by 
the mo.-^t marked and extensive of those ravines, and eastward of 
that boundary the whole of the ground suddenly falls, and, in- 
stead of rising abruptly li'om the Alma, gains the high level of 
the hills by a series of sweeping undulations, olfering many 
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positions for guns, with extensive glacis to the front. Descend- 
ing from the plateau, some of our party crossed the bridge, and 
wont out on the plain towards Bouljanak to the tuipuli which 
stud the plains, and which denote the extreme range of the 
Eussian guns. On turning round towards the south, the eye 
takes in the whoh* scene of biittle, from the sea on tlie right to 
the low slopes which formed the right of the Russian position. 
Their left was separated from their right hy a deep ravine 
rimning at right angles towards the Alma, and this ravine also 
is the boundary between the high and steep dills which over- 
hang the tortuous course of the Alma on the south bank from 
the ford to the sea, and the gentler rising grounds on which the 
enemy’s left lay, and which were strengthened by the redoubt 
and by the mass of the Russian artillery. It will then be seen 
how the Russian left depended on the nature of the ground as 
its best defence, and what a fatal mistake IMenschikoff committed 
when he omitted to take into consideration the elfect of the fire 
of the ships. That lire soon drove back their left, and forced it 
to re-form on the centre, which it put into confuiv’jh, and the 
French, ascending hy the ravines with the utmost courage and 
activity, made good their footing on the right and turned the 
Russian left coinnlettdy, with comparatively little loss. The 
advance of our allies was covered to a great extent by the thick 
foliage on the banks of the Alma, and the clilfs are so high and 
rotten that guns could not be used with success against them. 
The river is much further from the base of the clilfs than it is 
from the slopes on the Russian right, wlicre the British attacked, 
60 that it would be scarcely commanded by guns on the top of 
the plateau ; whereas, we were under lire lor several hundred 
yards before wc readied the Alma at all. 

A huge inonnd, composed of fifteen or sixioon gigantic graves, 
at the distance of 4(X) or 500 yards from the river on its north 
side, denotes the resting-place of those who fell before the army 
crossed the stream, or who died after the fight in the ambulances. 
The road by whicli we advanced to tlie bridge is just as it was 
on the 20th of September, and on the right, close to the stream, 
are the blackened ruins of the village of Bourliouk. It will 
be remembered that the enemy ixulially destroyed the bridge, 
but that it was repaired during the action hy Captain Montagu, 
Royal Engineers, and a party of Sappers and Miners. Tlie 
bridge has been substantially rebuilt, by means of a strong 
wooden way thrown across the stone arches, and supported by 
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beams and iipri^^hts. The old post-house, on the rlf^ht of tho 
road before you come to the bridge, is about beinj; reconstructed, 
and a sjuard of soldiers were lodjjfed in its ruins. It will be, to all 
appearances, a handsome house of line white freestone when it 
is linished. I surveyed its ruins witli peculiar interest, for I 
know a person very intinnitely who took shelter in this house, 
part of which wiu^. on tire, to get out of a lire still hotter, 
•till he was driven out by a shell falling tlirougli the roof, and 
it was at the wall outside*, which is yet torn by shot, that I 
met the first two wounded ofljcers I saw that day — two otHcers 
of the 30th, one hit iln*ough the chest or side; the other 
wounded. I think, in. tlie leg or arm. They were helping each 
otlicr from the river, hl(*cding and wcak^ and 1 was fortunate 
cnougli to be able to bring to their aid a Shall* surgeon, belong- 
ing, I believe, to the Cavalry Division, who kindly examined 
their w'ounds under tire. Close to this! Inid previously seen the 
first man killed — a drummer, who wsus carrying a litter, and who 
was struct by a round shot which bowled slowly along the road 
and hit hii^, with a peculiar squasliing sound, on the hip. He 
fell broken in two, and never moved ; nor did his comrade, who 
.was carrying the otlier end of the littei*, stop to mourn over his 
death. After the intrepid rush of the Light Division up the 
hill, its wavering, its slow and broken and unwilling halt, the 
hold advance of l*emiefatlier\s Hrigade, and the billow-like inaveti 
of the Guards, I was happy again in being able to warn Colonel 
Waddy, as he approached at the head of the 50th, that he was 
moving right along the l[i\v of lire of the enemy’s guns, and, as 
there was a very conclusive proof given of the correctness of the 
statement just as I spoke, that gallant olKcor moved off his iQeil« 
who Avere in dense column a little to the left, and got off the 
road to the fields, whence lie vapidly advanced towards the 
heights. All these things and many more came back upon me 
as 1 looked around. 1 could recall that narrow road filled with 
dead and dying — ]U)or young Jhirgoyne going past on his litter, 
/trying out cheerily, “ It’s all right — it’s only my foot 
“ Dilly Fitzgerald ’’ shot through both legs lying up against 
the wall, and chatting away as if ho had just sat down after a 
quadrille ; a white-haired ficUl-otficer (of the 55th), whose name 
I don’t know, badly wounded through the body, who could 
only moan bitterly, “ Oh, my poor men ! oh, my poor men ! 
they hadn’t a chance then the river stained here and there 
with blood, still flowing from the dead and dying who lay on 
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the shallows and the hanks, lined nevertheless by hundreds, who 
drank its w^aters eagerly '; tlio horrid procession oi’ tlie dripping 
litters going to the rear of the fight ; the solid mass of Adams’ 
brigade, halted by Lord ILiglan’s orders as it emerged iroin 
tho smoke of llourliouk: the Stalf itself and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, gathered on the rising ground close by ; 
that ghastly battle-field where so many lay in so small 
a place putrescent with heat and wounds ; the grey blocks 
of Eussians melting away like clouds, and driftt'd otf by 
the fierce breath of battle ; the sdiriek and rush of the shells 
from the brass howitzers in the battery, the patter ol’ the 
rifle, tho rattling roll of the musketry, thii frantic cheers of our 
li^en as they stood victors on tho heights, drowning the groans 
and cries which for a moment succeeded the roar of battle ; the 
shrill flourish of tho French bugles, and the joyous clamour of 
their drums from tho other side of the ravine, — all came back 
upon the ear agtiin, and the eye renewed its pliiasure as it gazed 
from the ridge upon the plain w'here it had belbn; see^' the Kus- 
sians flying in disorder, with their rear still covi'red b;^th(* thn»at- 
ening squadi’ons of their cavalry. Then one recalli'd the sjiot 
where one had seen some friend lying dead, or some one — friend 
or foe — ^whom it were no mercy to strive to kee}) alive — Watkiii 
Wynn, stretched on the ground in front of the trench, with a 
smile on his face — Colonel Chester, with a scornful frown, and 
his sword clenched in the death gras]) — JMoiick, with the anger 
of battle fixed on every feature — these and many another friend 
in the peaceful camp of Aladyn or Dcviio rose up as they lived 
in the memory. Tho scowling Jinssians wlio glared so fiercely 
on their conquerors and seemed to hale them even as they sup- 
plied their wants, then seen for the first time, left an iniprcssioii 
lecpecting tho typo of tho Muscovite charaeter which has scarcely 
been efibced now that tlr / have ceased to he enemies. I re- 
called the two da,ys passed as no army ought to pass two days — 
on tho field of battle, amid the dctul — the horrid labours of those 
hours of despondency and grief where all should have been 
triumph and rejoicing, and the awakened vigour with which the 
army broke from its bivouac on the Alma and sot out with no 
cert^ aim, ho fixed project, on its chance march wdiich fate has 
so successful and so prosperous. 

Tho intrenchment can be distinctly seen for a mile north of the 
liver. It is placed halfway down the slope of the little hill-side. 
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Thero wore* no other worlvs, trenches, redoubts, or fieldworks of 
any description, and all Iho accounts of sucli defcnct's filled with 
rific'iiicn and guns which have been made public were erroneous. 
The enemy had very few rillemen, and the ground, except on the 
extreme lell, was of such a nature that good cover lor guns 
could he had for the seeking. For many years to come the 
battle-field is likely to remain as it is now, the only difference 
being that the vinos which nourished on the 2t)th of September, 
lS54, may he cnltivatod once more. On ascending from the 
river towards the intreiiclnnent, you find yourself on the left 
completely covered hy a rise of the hill in front from the parapet, 
so that men could form in tins hollow for the attack, without 
being exposed to fire; but the Russians, aware of this, sent 
down on their cxtiome right large bodies of infantry, who fired 
at tlic Left Ih igaclc of the Jdght Division as they were trying to 
get into order after crossing the river. Du the right, nearer to 
the bridge, the ground is more exposed to guns from the parapet 
of the Ir-ipch, and on advancing a few yards the fair open glacis, 
gently slojJ^iig upwards to their muzzles, gives a tei-rible solu- 
tion of tlie r(*Mson why for a time the Light Division was held 
in chock, and lost in a few moments upwards of ItKK) men. At 
the hasi* of this glacis, and scattered along the ridge towards the 
river, arc iiioniids of earth about lhii*ty feet long by fifteen in 
hrejuUh. nhich are cover(*d with large stones and slabs of slate. 
There are fifteen or sixtc'eii of these moimds, and many of them 
contain the remains of friends and foes. Some small black 
wooden crosses arc i»laced Ihto and tliero among these moimds, 
which lise to the height of two or Ihive feet above ilie level of 
the plain, and are all eovi*red with rank vegebition and wUd 
flow CI S. Tlie parapet of tlic work is still about three feet out- 
side, and a foot deeper in the trench inside. Near the centre lA 
placed a handsome monunn'iit of wliib* stone, with the following 
inscription : — 

“ During tin* attack on these heights, 20th September, 1854, 
Her Ihitannic ]\lajosty’s 2:h d Itoyal Welsh Fusiliers lost their 
commanding oflicer, Lieutenant-Colonel H. Clifistcr, Captains 
A. W. Wynn, F. Evans, J. Conolly, Lieutenants P. Eaddiffc, 
Sir 'W. 'i'oimg, Dart., J. Aiistruther, and J. Butler, all killed 
on the field : also Lieutenant Applewaite, mortally wounded, 
who died 22nd Sej^teiiibcr, 1854. This stone is erected to their 
memory.” On the oilier side. 
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" The regiment also lost Sergeant J. H. Jones^ Colour- 
Sergeants R. Hitchcock, J. F. Edwards, one druininer, and foi-ty 
privates, killed on the field.” 

In the ditch of the fieldwork there are about twenty large 
graves covered witli long grass and wild floweis. The trench 
ds about 150 yards long, and it is filled with earth which has 
tumbled down into it from the parapot ; the traces of the em- 
brasures still remain. There are two stone crosbcs erected 
inside the trench on heaps of dead. This is all that remains to 
betoken the scene of the action on our side, except a lew pieces 
of threadbare rags and bits of accoutrements, leatlicr slrajih, old 
shakos, and fragments of cowhide knapsacks. Some miserable 
Tartai*s prowl about the ruins of JJurliouk to act as iinintelligihle 
guides, and to pick uj) the fragments left after the livei-side 
meal of the visitors. Starting at six tfclock a.m., one c.iii go to 
the Alma, spend three hours there, and reliirn to camp in time 
for dinner with the greatest case, if one has a good horse. It 
is under fiftj'- miles. The last time T was there I threw a lly oviu* 
the waters, having heard that there wt‘rc trout in^he stream, 
but only a few ** logger-headed chub,” and a kind of dace, n 
sponded to the elfort. And so I take leave of this little ri\cr, 
which shall henceforth be celebiated in history to the end of time. 


THE END. 



GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & C6f& 

NEW AND CHEAP EDITIONS 

OP 

StintbiU'b nitb poplar Barkis 

IN 

FICTION, VOYAGES, TRAVELS, &c. 


To be obtained by Order of all Booksellers, Some or Colonial, 


TBE STAHTBARB EBITZOXT OF TBB 

NOVELS AND EOMANCES OF SIR EDWARD 

RULWER LYTTON, BART., AI.P. Uniformly printed in crown 
8vo, corrected find revised tlirouglioiit, with new Prefaces. 

20 vols. in 10, price £.3 3s. cloth extra ; or any volumes separately, 
in cloth binding, as under : — 


% . 9. d. 9. d. 

RIENZl : TheVast op the Tbi- ERNEST MALTBAVER8 ... 3 6 

iiL'>r.s 3 0 ALICE ; »k, Tiir Mtstebies . . . 3 C 

PAUL (CLIFFORD 3 0 THE DISOWNED 3 G 

PELHAM: on, The Adventubks DKVEREUX 3 6 

OP A <;kntllman 3 0 ZANONl .... * 86 

EUGENE ARAM. A Tale . . .30 LEILA; or, Tux Siege or Gba- 

LAST OF THE EAR ON S . . . .*4 0 naua 2 0 

LAST OAYS OF POMPEII . . .30 HAROLD 40 

GODOLPHIN 3 0 LUCRETIA 4 0 

PILGRIMS OF THE RHINE . .21,! THE CAXTONS 40 

NIGHT AND MORNING . . . . 4 o! MY NOVEL (2 vols.) 8 0 


Or the Set complete in 20 vols £3 11 6 

,, ,, half-calf extra . . 5 5 0 

,, ,, half-murocco . . 5 11 6 

“No collpction of prose fictions, by any siiit^lc author, contains the same variety of 
e\pciKMii'e— tbo same uinplitiuie of kiiowIeOjjo ami thought— the same comblnaMen 
of np (isiic ovrronie**, lianiiotiixcd by an e«|U!ii niastei>bip of art; iiere— lively .and 
.spaikling fiincics ; there, vigorous p.a.s-ioii or practical wisdom — these works ilOOlUld 
III illiistriilioiis that tfacli benevolence to the rich, and courage to the poor* ttlBy 
glow with tlie love of freedom ; they speak a sympathy with all high aspirations, xitd 
:il! inaiily stiujgle; and where, in their more tragic iiurtraitures, they depict the 
d. ead images (it guilt and woe, tlu^y so clear our judgment by profound analysis, 
while they mo\e our hearts by icrreror compassion, that we learn to detect and 
stifle III ourselves tiie evil thought \Giieh we see gradiially unfolding itself into the 
guiUy Extract from Bulwer LytUm and his Works. 

TIk* :'l)!jve are printed on superior paper, bound in cloth. Each Tolnme 
is oiii1)c11i.shcd with an illustration ; and this Standard Edition is admi« 
rably suited for jirivatc, select, and public Libraries. 

Tiic odd Number-s and Farts to complete volumes may be obtained; 
and the complete series is now in course of issue in Three-halfpenny 
Weekly Numbers, or in Monthly Farts, Sevenpence each. 



2 Chemp JSditions of Standard and Popular Woy'l'n. 


UNIFORM ILLUSTRATED EDITIONS OF MR. AINSWORTH'S WORKS. 

lu 1 vol. demy Svo, price 6s. clotL, emblematically gilt. 

q^OWER OF LONDON (The). By \V. H. Ainsworth. 
X Witli 40 Illustrations on Steel, and numerous Kiigrayiiigs on Wood 
by George Cruiksbank. 

In 1 vol. demy Svo, price 5s. cl^tli, cinidcmatically gilt. 

pRICHTON. EyW. H. Ainworth. Vith Steel Illus- 
w trations, from designs by II. K. Browne. 

In 1 vol. depiy Svo, ijrice 5s. cloth, emblematically gilt. 

WINDSOR CASTLE. By W. H. Ainsworth. With 

V V Steel Engravings and Woodcuts by Cruiksbank, &c. 

In 1 vol- demy Svo, price 6s. cloth, emblematically gilt. 

T ANCASHIRE witches. By W. H. Ainsworth. 

XJ 12 Illustrations by John Gilbert. 

In 1 vol. demy Svo, price 6s. cloth, emblematically gilt. 

J ACK SHEPPAED. ByW. H. AiNswouTn/lllustRitcd 
by George Cruiksbank. 

In 1 vol. demy Svo, price 58. cloth, orablcmatically gilt. 

M ISER’S DAD GHTER. By W. H. Ainsworth. Illus- 
trated by George Cruiksbank. 

In 1 vol. demy Svo, price 6s. clotb, emblematically gilt. 

D ST. PAUL’S. By W. H. Ainsworth. Illustrated 
by George Cruiksbank. 

In 1 vol. demy Svo, price 6s. cloth, emblematically'gilt. 

FAWKES. By W. H. Ainsworth. Illustrated 
by George Cruiksbank. 

** It is scarcely surprising that Harrison Ainsworth Hhoiild lin\c spcnrcd to himself 
a very wide popularity, when we c^-nsider how happily ho has cliuson Iiis theiiu'S. 
SOmedmes, by the luckiest inspiration, he has chosen a romance ol' captivating and 
enthralluiff fascination, such as * Crichton.’ the ‘Admirublo Crichton.* Surely no 
one ever bit upon a worthier hero of romance, not from the days nf Apuleius to 
those of Le Sage or of Bulwer Ljtiun. Bometimea tho accuc uiid the very tide of 
his romance have been some renowned structure, a palace, a jiDson, or a fortress. 
It is thus with the * Tower of London,’ * Windsor Castle,* ‘ Old St . Paul’s,’ Scareoly 
less ability, or, rather, we should say. perhaps more correctly, scarcely less adroit- 
ness' in the choice of a new theme, ia the instance of one of liia latest literary pro- 
ductions— vis.. the * Star Chan, jer.* But the readers of JMr. Ainsw ortli— and they 
now number thousands upon thousands — need hardly be informed of this; and now 
that a uniform illustrated edition of bis works is published, we du'not floubl but that 
this large number of readers even will lie ixinsiderably increased.”— 


O'! 


^UffiOON: OBOSOS SOUTIiEOaB & CO., FABRINGDOi\ STItBE'r. 






